UNIVERSITY  OF  BRISTOL 

MEDICAL 
LIBRARY 


I 


TREATISE  X"5^ 


O  N 


NX  1 


GONORRHCEA  VIRULENT  A, 

AND 

LUES  VENEREA. 

BY 

BENJAMIN  BELL, 

MEMBER  OF  THE  ROYAL  COLLEGES  OF  SURGEONS 

I 

OF  IRELAND  AND  EDINBURGH, 
ONE    OF    THE    SURGEONS    TO    THE    ROYAL    INFIRMARY,  AND 
KtLLOW  OF  THE  ROYAL  SOCIETY  OF  EDINBURGH. 

SECOND  EDITION, 

CORRECTED  AND  ENLARGED. 


V 


EDINBURGH:  ^-"Vs..^^4" 

^  V 

tlUNTED  TOR  G.  MUDIE  AND  SON  j    AND  SOLD  BT 


G.  G.  AND  J.  ROBINSON,  J.  JOHNSON,  AND 
ND  HIGHL1 
M,DCC,XCVII. 


MURRAY   AND    HIGHLY,  LONDON. 


Do&or  WILLIAM  SANDERS, 

Senior  Physician  to  Guy's 
Hospital, 

Fellow  of  the  Royal  College  of 
Physicians,  London, 

And  of  the  Royal  Society  of  Edinburgh, 

Thefe  Volumes  are  refpectfully  dedica- 
ted, as  a  fmall  teftimony  of  regard,  and 
of  public  acknowledgment,  for  the  ad- 
vantages which  have  been  derived  from 
his  various  exertions  to  promote  the  ex- 
tenlion  and  general  utility  of  Medical 
Science,  by 

His  obedient, 

And  very  humble  Servant, 


Edinburgh,  ? 
2d  'Jan.  1797.  $ 


B  E  N;JN.  BELL. 
A3 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2015 


https://archive.org/details/b21440852_0001 


PREFACE. 


AS  many  of  the  fymptoms  of  Gonor- 
rhoea and  Lues  Venerea  become  fre- 
quent objects  of  the  furgeon's  attention, 
I  at  one  time  meant  to  have  introduced  a 
treatife  on  thefe  difeafes  in  the  Syftem  of 
Surgery,  publifhed  fome  years  ago,  but  I. 
was  prevented  from  doing  fo,  by  different 
publications  upon  the  fame  fubjecl:  being 
announced  about  that  period. 

As  fome  of  thefe  works  have  been  very 
favourably  received,  it  may  be  imagined, 
that  further  writings  upon  the  fubjecl:  to 
which  they  relate  can  fcarcely  at  prefent 
be  required.  It  mull  indeed  be  admit- 
ted, that  many  valuable  publications  have 
come  forth  within  thefe  few  years  upon 
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this  branch  of  the  prof  eh*!  on  \  particular- 
ly one  by  Mr  John  Hunter  of  London,  in- 
tituled, a  Treatife  on  the  Venereal  Difeafe; 
and  another,  intituled,  Practical  Obferva- 
tions  on  Venereal  Complaints,  by  Dr  Swe- 
diaur.  But  although  much  information 
may  be  obtained  from  both  of  thefe  works, 
as  well  as  from  fome  other  late  publica- 
tions, there  is  ft  ill  much  left  for  others  to 
explain.  Such  is  the  effect  of  experience 
and  obfervation,  that  farther  advantages 
daily  accrue  from  the  labours  of  indivi- 
duals in  the  treatment  of  this  as  well  as  of 
almoft  every  other  difeafe ;  and  as  this,  I 
hope,  will  in  fome  degree  appear  from  the 
prefent  publication,  fo  I  mall  ftill  expect 
to  find  that  the  future  endeavours  of  others 
will  prove  yet  more  fuccefsful. 

Among  other  points  which  I  have  more 
particularly  attempted  to  elucidate,  the 
treatment  of  Gonorrhoea  by  injections, 
and  the  quantity  of  mercury  to  be  exhi- 
bited in  Lues  Venerea,  are,  perhaps  the 
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moft  important ;  and  I  flatter  myfelf,  that 
I  have  given  views  concerning  them, 
which,  in  practice,  will  be  found  to  merit 
attention.  The  cure  of  Gonorrhoea  by 
injections  is  no  doubt  practifed  by  many  \ 
but  while  in  a  great  proportion  of  cafes 
it  proves  fuccefsful,  in  others  it  fails 
entirely:  The  caufe  of  this,  fo  far  as  I 
know,  has  never  hitherto  been  explained. 
Whether  I  may  have  conveyed  an  ade- 
quate idea  of  my  opinion  upon  this  point 
I  cannot  pofitively  fay;  but  the  obferva- 
tions  upon  which  it  is  founded  are  fuch, 
that  all  who  pay  attention  to  the  fubject 
may  be  enabled  readily  to  afcertain  fuch 
cafes  as  will  yield  to  injections,  as  well  as 
thofe  in  which  no  advantage  is  derived 
from  them. 

The  opinion  which  I  have  ventured  to 
fupport,  of  the  difference  between  the 
matter  of  Gonorrhoea,  and  that  of  Lues 
Venerea,  will  no  doubt  be  cenfured  by 
many.  They  ought,  however,  to  recol- 
lect, 
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left,  in  matters  of  opinion,  which  cannot 
be  proved  by  demonftration,  that  fome 
uncertainty  mint  always  take  place ;  and 
before  cenfuring  with  feverity  the  opi- 
nions which  others  may  fuggeft,  they 
mould  confider  whether  their  own  may 
not  be  equally  liable  to  objection.  To 
me  it  appears  that  the  reafons  which  I 
have  adduced  in  fupport  of  my  opinion 
are  very  conclufive,  but  I  fhall  make  full 
acknowledgment  of  my  error,  if  fufficient 
reafons  mall  ever  be  given  to  mow  that  it 
is  ill  founded.  In  the  mean  time,  it  will 
be  perceived,  that  the  theory  which  I  have 
adopted  does  not  lead  to  any  deviation 
from  the  practice  which  now  generally 
prevails  upon  this  point,  while  it  ferves 
to  explain,  more  clearly  than  the  opinion 
which  has  commonly  prevailed,  feveral 
of  the  phenomena  of  the  two  difeafes,  as 
well  as  the  caufes  of  different  remedies  be- 
ing necefTary  for  each  of  them. 
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I  do  not  expect  that  practitioners  of 
experience  and  obfervation  will  receive 
much  information  from  this  publication, 
but  I  am  hopeful  that  it  will  prove  ufeful 
to  beginners ;  for  it  has  been  equally  my 
defire  to  exhibit  a  correct  view  of  the  dif- 
ferent fymptoms  of  which  I  treat,  and  to 
point  out  the  method  of  cure  in  a  manner 
that  will  be  clear  and  intelligible.  Where 
theory  is  ever  admitted,  it  is  chiefly  with 
a  view  to  explain,  upon  rational  princi- 
ples, fuch  points  as  the  ingenuity  of  fome 
fpeculative  writers  have  tended  to  render 
intricate. 
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CHAPTER  I. 

Confederation  of  the  ^uefiion9  Whether  Go- 
norrhoea and  Lues  Venerea  originate  from 
the  fame  Contagion  $ 

AN  opinion  has  generally  prevailed 
among  practitioners,  that  Gonor- 
rhoea Vimlenta  and  Lues  Venerea  are  of 
the  fame  nature ;  that  they  originate  from 
the  fame  contagion  \  and  are  only  diftin- 
gui  ilied  by  the  circumflance  of  Gonorrhoea 
Vol.  I.  B  beins; 
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being  a  local  difeafe  of  the  urethra,  while 
the  other  is  a  general  affection  of  the  fyf- 
tem.  But,  as  there  is  caufe  to  imagine 
that  the  two  difeafes  arife  from  different 
fpecific  contagions,  and  as  the  conduct  of 
the  cure  muft  be  influenced  by  one  or 
other  of  thefe  opinions  being  eftablifhed,. 
it  becomes  a  matter  of  importance  to  in- 
ftitute  an  inquiry  into  this  part  of  our 
fubjecl. 

Both  difeafes  are  contracted  in  a  fimilar 
way  ;  both,  in  the  firfl  inftance,  affect  the 
genital  organs ,  and  they  occasionally  ap- 
pear at  the  fame  time  in  the  fame  patient:, 
hence  it  has  been  conceived  that  they  have 
a  common  origin,  and  one  method  of  cure 
has  been  fuppofed  applicable  to  either. 

The  refufal  of  fome  patients  to  fubmit 
to  the  diftrefs  and  inconveniency  that  fre- 
quently enfues.  from  a  protracted  mercu- 
rial courfe,  and  who  neverthelefs  recovered 
from  the  ufual  fymptoms  of  Gonorrhoea,, 
firlt  fuggefced  a  doubt  of  the  two  difeafes 
being  produced  by  the  fame  contagion. 
It  is  well  known,  that  Lues  Venerea  can- 
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be  certainly  cured  by  mercury  only ;  and 
the  opinion  refpe&ing  the  exiftence  of  a 
lpecific  contagion  in  Gonorrhoea,  arifing 
from  this  obvious  and  marked  difference 
in  the  method  of  cure,  appears  to  be  fixed 
and  eftablifhed  by  the  following  facts : 
The  fymptoms  and  confequences  of  Go- 
norrhoea are  perfectly  different  from  thofe 
which  take  place  .in  Lues  Venerea.  Both 
difeafes  have  appeared  at  different  pe- 
riods in  the  fame  countries ;  and,  in  fome 
inflances,  they  have  remained  diftinct  and 
uncombined  for  a  great  length  of  time. 

That  the  fymptoms  of  the  two  difeafes 
are  different,  is  univerfally  known.  A 
particular  detail  of  fuch  as  are  peculiar 
to  each,  will  be  given  in  the  enfuiiig1 
chapters.  At  prefent,  it  is  only  neceifary 
to  obferve,  that  Gonorrhoea  confifts  in  a 
difcharge  of  puriform  matter  from  the 
urethra;  which,  even  by  thofe  who  fup- 
port  the  contrary  opinion,  is  now  admit- 
ted to  be,  in  almoft  every  inftance,  a  local 
affection,  and  that  it  very  rarely  contami- 
nates the  general  habit  of  body  :  while 
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Lues  Venerea  is  a  difeafe  of  the  constitu- 
tion, arifmg  from  the  abforption  of  vene- 
real virus  from  any  part  of  the  furface  of 
the  body,  but  moft  frequently  from  the 
genitals  ;  from  which  enfue  buboes,  ulcers 
in  various  parts,  particularly  in  the  nofe 
and  throat,  pains  and  fwellings  in  the 
bones,  with  a  variety  of  other  fymptoms. 
which  it  is  not  at  prefent  neceffary  to- 
mention. 

The  firft  appearance  of  Lues  Vene- 
rea is,  for  the  moft  part,  in  the  form  of  a 
chancre  or  fmall  ulcer,  in  fome  part  of 
the  penis.  It  is  univerfally  admitted,, 
that  even  the  flighteft  degree  of  chancre 
is  apt  to  produce  pox,  or  a  general  affec- 
tion of  the  fyftem;  infomuch,.  that  no 
practitioner  of  experience  will  truft  the 
cure  of  this  fymptom  to  local  remedies. 
If  the  fore  be  left  to  itfelf,  it  almoft  al- 
ways becomes  worfe.  The  matter  which 
it  affords  is  taken  up  by  the  abforbents ; 
and  buboes,  with  the  other  fymptoms  that 
I  have  enumerated,  very  certainly  enfue. 
Thefe  are  almoft  the  univerfal  confequen- 
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ces  of  fores  produced  by  the  venereal  vi- 
rus ;  but  they  frequently  occur  where  the 
fkin  remains  entire  ;  that  is,  abforption  of 
the  venereal  poifon  often  takes  place  where 
no  veftige  of  ulceration  is  perceived  : 
This,  indeed,  is  denied  by  many  ;  but  I 
have  met  with  it  in  various  inftanees,  and 
it  will  be  admitted  by  every  practitioner 
of  experience.    Now  this  being  eftablifh- 
ed,  in  the  application  of  the  venereal  virus 
to  every  other  part  of  the  body,  if  the 
matter  of  Gonorrhoea  is  of  the  fame  na- 
ture, why  does  it  not,  in  almoft  every  cafe 
of  clap,  enter  the  fyftem,  and  produce  pox? 
So  far  as  we  know,  the  urethra  is  as  plen- 
tifully fupplied  with  abforbents  as  other 
parts  of  the  body  ;  the  fame  kind  of  mat- 
ter, when  applied  to  them  here,  ought 
therefore  to  be  productive  of  fimilar  ef- 
fects :  and  hence  Lues  Venerea  ought,  per- 
haps in  every  inftance,  to  be  the  confe- 
quence  of  Gonorrhoea,  were  the  matter  by 
which  the  two  difeafes  are  produced  the 
£  1  me. 
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As  this  is  a  ftrong  argument  in  favour 
of  the  two  difeafes  arifmg  from  different 
kinds  of  contagion,  much  ingenuity  has 
been  exerted  by  thofe  who  fupport  the 
contrary  opinion,  in  endeavouring  to  ac- 
count for  it. 

In  the  flrft  place,  it  has  been  faid,  that 
Gonorrhoea  fometimes  terminates  in  pox, 
and,  therefore,  that  this  of  itfelf  is  a  fuf- 
iicient  proof  of  the  two  difeafes  being  the 
fame. 

Were  it  certain  that  this  ever  happened, 
no  further  evidence  would  be  required, 
as  a  few  well-marked  inftances  would  be 
conclulive  ;  but  every  unprejudiced  prac- 
titioner will  admit,  that  no  fufficient  proofs 
of  it  have  ever  occurred. 

In  order  to  fupport  this  opinion,  data 
muft.  be  received,  which  we  know  to  be 
inadmiilible.  We  muft  admit,  that  a 
perfon  with  chancres  only,  communicates 
to  another,  not  only  every  fymptom  of 
pox,  but  of  Gonorrhoea,  and  that  another 
with  Gonorrhoea  only,  gives  to  all  with 
whom  he  may  have  connection,  chancres 

with 
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with  their  various  confequences.  This 
ought,  indeed,  to  be  a  very  common  oc- 
currence ;  infomuch,  that  every  practi- 
tioner mould  be  able  to  decide  upon  it 
with  certainty,  if  this  opinion  was  well 
founded  :  Inftead  of  which,  it  will  be  ad- 
mitted by  all,  that  the  one  difeafe  being 
produced  by  the  other,  is,  even  in  appear- 
ance, a  very  rare  occurrence.  I  have 
paid  much  attention  to  the  point  in  quef- 
tion;  and,  in  almofl  every  infiance,  a 
few  cafes  only  excepted,  and  where  the 
moft  particular  inquiries  even  were  made, 
it  has  happened,  that  a  perfon  infected 
with  Gonorrhsea  has  received  it  from  ano- 
ther evidently  labouring  under  that  dif- 
eafe, and  that  chancres  have  very  univer- 
fally  been  communicated  by  fuch  as  were 
diftreiTed  with  chancres  only. 

This,  I  am  convinced,  will  be  com- 
monly found  to  be  clearly  the  cafe ;  fo 
that  a  few  inftances,  bearing  fome  ap- 
pearances of  the  contrary,  are  much  more 
readily  explained  on  the  idea  of  the  two 
■difeafes  being  produced  by  different  kinds 
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of  contagion;  and  this  may  alfo  be  faid 
of  the  few  folitary  cafes  that  may  be  met 
with,  of  chancre  being  fuppofed  to  ter- 
minate in  Gonorrhoea,  and  Gonorrhoea  in 
chancre,  and  other  fymptoms  of  pox.  We 
can  more  eafily  conceive  that  the  fame 
perfon  fhould,  in  fome  inftances,  receive, 
and  therefore  be  able  to  communicate, 
both  kinds  of  contagion,  than  that  the  in- 
cident we  are  considering  mould  be  fo 
feldom  met  with,  were  the  opinion  well 
founded,  of  the  two  diieafes  being  origi- 
nally of  the  fame  nature. 

However  ill  founded  an  eftablifhed  opi- 
nion may  be,  if  it  has  received  the  fanc- 
tion  of  being  generally  adopted,  we  know 
how  difficult  it  is  to  overturn  it.  Few 
enter  fo  minutely  into  the  confideration 
of  fuch  points  as  to  be  able  to  decide  up- 
on them ;  and  of  thofe  who  do,  a  very 
fmall  proportion  ever  take  the  trouble  of 
engaging  in  fuch  difcuffions  as  are  necef- 
firy  for  the  conviction  of  others.  This  is 
perhaps  the  chief  caufe  of  the  point  in 
.quefiion  having  remained  fo  long  in  ob- 
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fcurity,  as  well  as  of  the  explanation  hi- 
therto ufually  given,  of  various  circum- 
ftances  in  Gonorrhoea  and  Lues  Venerea 
having  been  uniformly  made  to  fupport  it. 
It  will  alfo  ferve  to  account  for  circum- 
ftances  being  held  forth  as  matter  of  fact, 
which,  on  inquiry,  are  perceived  to  be  ill 
founded  ;  for,  when  once  an  opinion  is 
admitted,  we  are  apt  to  give  fuch  an  ex- 
planation of  whatever  may  feem  to  relate 
to  it,  as  can  in  any  way  tend  to  mpport  it. 

Thus,  although  few  in  the  prefent  age 
will  affert  that  Gonorrhoea  often  termi- 
nates in  Lues  Venerea,  yet  many  allege  that 
it  is  apt  to  do  fo  whenever  it  is  improperly 
treated.  Whatever  puts  a  fiidden  flop  to  a 
copious  difcharge  from  the  urethra,  is  by 
many  fbppafed  to  produce  Lues  Venerea. 
Hence  all  who  condemn  the  ufe  of  injec- 
tions in  Gonorrhoea,  affirm,  that  they  often 
convert  a  fimple  clap  into  a  pox,  by  throw- 
ing into  the  blood  what  otherwife  would 
have  been  carried  off.  This,  however,  is 
not  fupported  by  experience.  •  A  fiimula- 
jting  injection  will  no  doubt  excite  .pain 
1  and 
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and  inflammation  in  the  urethra ;  and  this, 
in  fome  inftances,  will  be  productive  of 
fwelled  teftes,  and  perhaps  of  fympathetic 
fwellings  in  the  glands  of  the  groin ;  but 
I  have  not  known  a  fingle  inftance  of  pox 
being  induced  in  this  manner :  and  as  I 
have  long  been  in  the  daily  ufe  of  injec- 
tions, it  muft  often  have  happened,  if 
the  idea  that  I  have  ftated  were  well 
founded.  Till  of  late,  indeed,  a  patient 
who  was  fo  unfortunate  as  to  have  a  clap 
fuddenly  flopped,  was  fo  certainly  conh- 
dered  as  poxed,  that  he  was  immediately 
put  under  a  complete  courfe  of  mercury, 
by  which  he  was  made  to  undergo  a  very 
unnecefTary  and  diftrefsful  confinement. 

Although  this  practice,  however,  is  now 
very  commonly  exploded,  yet  there  are 
fome  who  ftill  adhere  to  it.  I  was  called, 
in  April  1784,  to  vifit  a  gentleman,  who, 
in  a  Gonorrhoea  attended  with  a  good  deal 
of  inflammation,  had  been  fo  foolifh  as  to 
live  freely,  and  to  ride  much  on  horfe- 
back.  This,  with  the  unguarded  ufe  of  a 
very  ftimulating  injection,  put  a  fudden 

flop 
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flop  to  the  difcharge  -?  and  at  the  fame 
time  it  excited  a  very  confiderable  degree 
of  pain  and  inflammation,  along  all  the 
pofterior  part  of  the  urethra  towards  the 
proflate  gland  and  neck  of  the  bladder, 
attended  with  a  painful  and  frequent  de- 
iire  to  pafs  water. 

On  the  idea  of  thefe  being  fymptoms 
of  pox,  he  was  immediately  put  under  a 
courfe  of  mercury ;  and,  when  I  firft  faw 
him,  he  had  been  ulmg  it  for  the  fpace  of 
fix  weeks.  The  furgeon  in  attendance  ac- 
knowledged that  no  advantage  had  been 
derived  from  the  mercury  ;  and  the  pa- 
tient himfelf  faid  that  his  diftrefs  was 
daily  increalmg.  They  were  both,  there- 
fore, ealily  perfuaded  to  lay  the  mercury 
ahde  ;  and,  by  the  repeated  application  of 
leeches  to  the  perineum,  of  fomentations, 
and  opiates,  to  allay  the  pain,  the  inflam- 
mation foon  began  to  fubflde ;  and,  in  a 
fhort  time,  he  was  perfectly  well. 

In  December  1788,  a  young  man  called 
upon  me,  with  a  painful  hard  fwelling  in 
his  groin,  of  an  oblong  form,  nearly  an 

inch 
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inch  in  diameter,  and  reaching  from  the 
ring  in  the  external  oblique  mufcle  down 
to  the  top  of  the  teftis.    It  appeared  fud- 
denly,   about  four  months  before,  and 
feemed  to  be  the  confequence  of  a  clap 
being  too  haftily  flopped.    He  was  at  firft 
attacked  with  fevere  pain  at  the  neck  of 
the  bladder,  which  ft  retched  to  the  groin, 
and  down  to  the  teftis  of  the  fame  fide. 
This,  together  with  a  conftant  and  pain- 
ful inclination  to  void  urine,  rendered  his 
life  miferabie.    Nor  was  his  diftrefs  in  any 
degree  lefTened  by  a  eourfe  of  mercury 
which  he  was  immediately  put  under.  On 
the  contrary,  the  fwelling,  which  at  firft 
was  not  thicker  than  a  common  quill,  was 
now  very  confiderable.    My  opinion  of  it 
was,  that  at  firft  it  arofe  from  inflamma- 
tion of  the  vas  deferens,  which  by  degrees 
had  fpread  to  the  reft  of  the  fpermatic 
cord  ;  but  without  aftecf  mg  either  the  te- 
ftis or  epididemis.   Asa  large  quantity  of 
mercury  had  been  taken,  and  as,  inftead 
of  proving  ufeful,  it  had  rather  appeared 
to  do  harm,  the  furgeon  whom  he  employ- 
ed 
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ed  was  eafily  perfuaded  to  truft  the  cure 
to  other  remedies.  Local  bloodletting  with 
leeches  was  frequently  repeated,  both  in 
the  perineum  and  groin.  The  parts  were 
regularly  fomented  with  a  folution  of  fac- 
charum  faturni.  His  bowels  were  kept 
eafy  with  gentle  laxatives,  and  he  was  put 
upon  a  mild  diet  of  milk  and  vegetables. 
In  a  few  days  the  pain  abated,  and  the 
tumour  gradually  leflened,  till  at  laft,  af- 
ter five  or  fix  weeks  had  elapfed,  it  was 
entirely  gone. 

In  the  courfe  of  laft  winter,  I  attended 
two  different  patients,  with  alarming 
fymptoms  about  the  neck  of  the  bladder, 
evidently  induced  by  the  improper  ma- 
nagement of  Gonorrhoea.  The  parts  in 
both  were  not  merely  pained,  but  confi- 
dcrably  fwelled,  accompanied  with  nearly 
a  total  fuppreffion  of  urine.  Although  in 
both  the  difcharge  from  the  urethra  had 
flopped  fuddenly,  I  did  not  advife  mer- 
cury. The  patients  being  both  plethoric, 
were  plentifully  blooded,  firft  at  the  arm, 
and  afterwards  repeatedly  with  leeches  in 

the 
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the  perineum.  This,  with  fomentations, 
and  opiates  to  allay  the  violence  of  the 
pain,  aflifted  by  a  cooling  regimen  and 
gentle  laxatives,  very  foon  completed  the 
cures. 

Thefe  inftances  are  given  out  of  a  great 
number  that  I  could  adduce,  merely  to 
mew,  that  the  fymptoms  which  fupervene 
on  the  fudden  ftoppage  of  a  clap,  are  lo- 
cal, and  not  connected  with  any  difeafe  of 
the  conftitution,  which  they  necenarily 
would  be,  were  they  of  the  fame  nature 
with  Lues  Venerea. 

It  will  perhaps  be  faid,  that  although 
this  may  have  happened  in  a  few  cafes, 
yet  that  in  others  there  has  been  caufe  to 
fu{pec"t,  that  Lues  Venerea  has  been  tthe 
confequence  of  a  clap  difappearing  in  this 
manner.  In  anfwer  to  this,  it  is  iufficient 
for  me  to  afTert,  that  this  is  at  leaft  a  rare 
occurrence,  as  I  think  I  am  entitled  to  do, 
from  my  never  having  met  with  it.  Some 
have  fuppofed,  that, a  fudden  check  being 
given  to  the  difcharge  of  a  clap,  muft  ne- 
celTarily  throw  the  matter  into  the  blood, 

and 
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and  that  pox  muft  therefore  enfue  from  it. 
Were  the  matter  of  the  two  difeafes  the 
fame,  this  would  often  happen  3  fo  thatr 
when  we  can  mow  that  it  feldom  happens 
even  in  appearance,  we  are  entitled,  from 
this  argument  alone,  to  conclude,  that  they 
are  produced  by  two  different  kinds  of 
contagion;  and,  where  pox  has  appeared 
at  the  fudden  teraiination  of  Gonorrhoea, 
that  the  two  kinds  of  infection  had  either 
been  commuicated  together  -?  or,  what 
I  have  often  met  with,  the  patient  may 
have  received  the  pocky  contagion  by 
communication  with  a  difeafed  woman 
at  the  very  time  he  laboured  under  Go- 
norrhoea. I  have  already  remarked,  that 
Lues  Venerea  is  frequently  produced  by 
abforption  while  the  fkin  remains  en- 
tire, and  where  no  chancre  or  excoria- 
tion is  perceptible.  There  is  therefore 
much  caufe  to  imagine,  that  in  long  con- 
tinued cafes  of  Gonorrhoea,  many  may  be 
infe&ed  with  Lues  Venerea  by  commu- 
nication with  others  labouring  under  it ; 
and,  as  this  may  happen  without  any  ex- 
ternal 
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temal  mark  of  difeafe,  it  is  not  furprifing, 
that,  from  this  circumftance  alone,  foinc 
fallacy  mould  arife. 

Thofe  who  imagine  that  the  matter  of 
the  two  difeafes  is  the  fame,  admit  that 
Gonorrhoea  very  feldom  terminates  in 
pox*.    And  they  attempt  to  account  for 

this 

*  This  is  even  granted  by  one,  who,  in  every  other 
point,  keenly  fupports  the  oppofite  doctrine.  In  fpeak- 
ing  of  Gonorrhoea  and  Chancre  not  terminating  fo  fre- 
quently as  might  be  expected  in  the  production  of  each 
other,  he  fays,  "  Although  it  does  not  often  happen,  yet 
V  it  fometimes  doe3,  at  Icajl  there  is  great  reafon  to  be- 
"  lieve  fo.  I  have  feen  cafes  where  a  Gonorrhoea  came 
"  on,  and  in  a  few  days  after  in  fome,  in  others  as  many 
"  weeks,  a  chancre  has  appeared  ;  and  I  have  alfo  feen 
"  cafes  where  a  chancre  has  come  firft,  and  in  the  courfe 
"  of  its  cure  a  running  and  pain  in  making  water  have 
"  fucceeded."  V.  Treatife  on  the  Venereal  Difeafe,  by 
John  Hunter,  page  16. 

This  is  what  every  practitioner  has  feen  ;  but,  by  ad- 
mitting fo  clearly  that  it  is  a  rare  occurrence,  Mr  Hun- 
ter tends  rather  to  ftrengthen  the  contrary  opinion  :  for, 
were  the  two  difeafes  produced  by  the  fame  kind  of  mat- 
ter^the  one  would  clearly  and  neceffarily  often  terminate 
in  the  other.  In  the  few  inftances.of  which  Mr  Hunter, 
in  the  courfe  of  extennve  practice,  has  met  with;  there 

more 
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this,  that  is,  for  the  two  difeafes  not  being 
produced  more  frequently  by  the  applica- 
tion of  the  fame  matter,  by  faying,  that 
this  depends  upon  the  difference  of  parts 
to  which  the  matter  is  applied. 

They  divide  the  different  furfaees  of 
the  body  chiefly  into  two  kinds,  what  they 
term  fecreting  furfaees  and  non-fecreting  fur- 
faces.    By  the  fir  ft  they  mean  all  the  paf- 
fages  for  extraneous  matter,  including  al- 
to the  duels  of  glands,  fuch  as  the  mouth, 
nofe,  eyes,  arms,  and  urethra j  and  by  non- 
fecreting  furfaees,  the  external  fkin  in  ge- 
neral.   To  which  they  add  a  third  kind 
of  furface  leading  from  the  one  to  the 
other,  as  the  glans  penis,  prolabium  of  the 
mouth,  the  infide  of  the  lips,  and  the  fe- 
male pudendum  :   which  furfaees,  par- 
Vol.  I.  G  taking 

more  caufe  to  imagine,  either  that  the  two  difeafes  were 
communicated  at  once,  or  that  the  one  was  given  while 
the  patient  laboured  under  the  other,  than  that  nature 
fhould  deviate  fo  much  from  her  ordinary  courfe  as  to 
produce  them  in  a  few  inftances  fo  very  differently  from 
what  obvioufly  happens  in  the  courfe  of  general  obfer- 
vation. 
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taking  of  the  properties  of  each  of  the 
others,  but  in  a  lefs  degree,  are  capable, 
as  they  fuppofe,  of  being  affected  in  both 
ways,  fometimes  by  being  excited  to  fe- 
cretion,  and  at  other  times,  to  ulceration*. 

Upon  this,  their  theory,  or  opinion  of 
the  point  in  queftion,  is  attempted  to  be 
eftablifhed :  When  the  contagion,  either 
of  Gonorrhoea  or  pox,  and  which  they 
confider  to  be  the  fame,  is  applied  to  any 
part  of  the  external  fkin,  particularly  to 
the  glans  penis,  where  the  fkin  is  thin, 
chancre  or  ulceration,  they  obferve,  will 
molt  readily  enfue,  as  thefe  are  not  fecret- 
ing  Jurfaces  j  while  the  fame  kind  of  mat- 
ter applied  to  the  urethra  mult  neceffari- 
ly,  they  obferve,  excite  Gonorrhoea,  from 
this  being  a  fecreting  furface,  and  there- 
fore not  fo  eafily  affected  with  ulceration 
as  with  irrigation  ;  by  which  an  increafed 
difcharge,  attended  with  fome  change  in 
the  mucus  of  the  part,  mull  accordingly 
be  produced. 

This 

*  Vide  John  Hunter  on  the  Venereal  Difeafe. 
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This  idea,  however,  is  more  ingenious 
than  folid.  It  might  anfwer  the  purpofe 
of  giving  a  fpecious  appearance  to  an  ill- 
founded  opinion,  but  it  will  not  ftand  the 
teft  of  inquiry. 

In  the  firft  place,  on  the  fuppofition  of 
the  matter  of  Gonorrhoea  and  Lues  Ve- 
nerea being  the  fame,  pox  ought  to  be 
more  frequently  met  with  than  claps,  from 
the  greater  eafe  with  which  the  matter  of 

O 

infection  muft,  in  every  inftance,  be  ap- 
plied to  thofe  parts  on  which  it  can  pro- 
duce chancres  than  to  the  urethra,  where, 
inftead  of  chancre  or  ulceration,  it  almoit 
always  excites  Gonorrhoea.  It  is  difficult 
indeed  to  conceive  how  the  matter  of  in- 
fection finds  accefs  to  the  urethra 5  while, 
on  the  contrary,  all  the  external  parts  of 
the  penis,  particularly  the  glans,  muft  be 
eafily  and  univerfally  expofed  to  it :  and 
yet  Gonorrhoea  is  a  much  more  frequent 
difeafe  than  pox.  Cafes  of  Gonorrhoea  are 
in  proportion  to  thofe  of  Chancre  and  Pox, 
fo  far  as  my  obfervation  goes,  of  about 
three  to  one ;  while  it  is  obvious,  that  the 

C  2  very 
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very  reverfe  mould  happen,  if  the  two 
difeafes  were  produced,  by  the  fame  mat- 
ter *t 

Again,  were  this  the  cafe,  mould  we 
not  find  Gonorrhoea,  in  a  great  proportion 
of  cafes,  terminating  in  Pox,  and  Chancre 
in  Gonorrhoea  ?  for  every  one  knows,  that 
in  Gonorrhoea  the  matter  is  at  all  times 
pairing  from  the  urethra  over  the  glans 
and  prepuce,  and  in  Chancre  from  the 
glans  into  tl?e  entrance  of  the  urethra. 
It  happens  indeed,  in  a  few  inftances: 
Mr  Hunter,  we  fee,  has  met  with  fome 
cafes  of  it,  that  the  one  difeafe  fupcr- 
venes  upon  the  other  :  but  we  have  alio 
feen  that  thefe  are  rare  occurrences  \  and, 
where  they  have  not  been  communica- 
ted by  fubfequent  connection  with  an  in- 
fected perfon,  that  the  two  difeafes  have 

probably 

*  Mr  Hunter  fuppofes,  that  the  proportion  the  cafes  of 
Gonorrhoea  heap  to  thofe  of  Chancre*  is  as  four  or  five  to 
que.  Vide  Tr?atife  on  the  Venereal  Difeafe,  \\.  217. 
This  is  furely  a  weighty  argument  agaitift  the  opinion 
he  endeavours  to  fupport,  of  Gonorrheal  and  Chancre  pro- 
ceeding from  the  fame  contagion. 
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probably  been  given  at  one  and  the  Dime 
time.  It  is  no  argument  againft  this  fug- 
geftlon,  to  fay,  that  inftances  fometimes 
occur,  of  Gonorrhoea  appearing  during  the 
continuance  of  chancres  of  feveral  weeks- 
duration,  and  vice  verfa  j  for  every  prac- 
titioner mufl  have  met  with  inftances  of 
both  difeafes  having  appeared  at  the  dif- 
tance  of  two  or  three  months  from  any 
expofure  to  infection. 

I  have  at  this  moment  a  gentleman  un- 
der cure,  for  a  deep  foul  chancre,  altoge^ 
ther  within  the  urethra.  It  was  of  feve- 
ral weeks  duration  before  I  faw  him,  and 
yet  no  Gonorrhoea  took  place.  He  is  now 
getting  well,  by  a  complete  courfe  of  mer- 
cury, and  repeated  application  of  cauftic. 

Similar  inftances  have  probably  occur- 
red to  every  practitioner  :  So  lately  as  the 
month  of  April  laft,  I  was  called  to  a  gentle- 
man with  a  painful  chancre  on  each  fide  of 
the  urethra.  The  fore  extended  about  the 
eighth  part  of  an  inch  up  the  paftage ;  and 
the  parts  being  much  inflamed,  I  hefitated 
to  apply  cauftic.  This  rendered  the  cure 
•  C  3  tedious, 
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tedious,  but  H: 111  no  Gonorrhoea  took  place. 
At  laft,  after  he  had  taken  a  confiderable 
quantity  of  mercury,  and  when  the  chan- 
cres were  looking  clean,  and  in  a  healing 
ftate,  he  was  feized  with  all  the  fymptoms 
of  a  fevere  clap  ;  with  heat  in  making  wa- 
ter, chordee,  and  a  plentiful  difcharge  of 
thin  green  matter.  This,  however,  bore 
all  the  appearance  of  a  recent  infection. 
I  at  once  faid  fo  to  my  patient,  and  he 
candidly  acknowledged  that  he  had  im- 
prudently expofed  himfelf,  by  having  con- 
nection with  a  girl  of  the  town,  three  or 
four  days  previous  to  the  acceffion  of  thefe 
fymptoms. 

.  We.  may  alfo  remark,  that  the  difcharge 
from  Gonorrhoea  frequently  becomes  fo 
acrid  as  to  excoriate  the  glans  and  prepu- 
tium,  and  even  to  excite  a  very  plentiful 
formation  of  matter ;  but  every  one  knows 
that  this  is  materially  different  from  chan- 
cre. It  is  altogether  different  in  appear- 
ance, and  fo  materially  different  in  its  ef- 
fects, that  no  practitioner  of  experience 
will  truft  the  cure  of  chancres  to  any 


Ch.  I.  and  Lues  Venerea. 


23 


thing  but  mercury,  while,  in  the  other, 
mercury^  I  imagine,  is  very  feldom  em- 
ployed. However  extenlive  the  excoria- 
tions may  be,  they  are  ealily  removed  by 
local  remedies ;  and  I  have  never  known 
an  inftance  of  pox  mcceeding  to  this  kind 
of  treatment.  Nay,  I  have  met  with  va- 
rious inftances  of  thefe  excoriations,  in 
which  mercury  had  been  freely  given, 
without  any  advantage,  and  in  which  a 
cure  was  afterwards  accomplimed  by  the 
ufe  of  an  aftringent  warn. 

About  eighteen  months  ago,  a  gentle- 
man came  to  town,  with  an  extenfive  ex- 
coriation over  all  the  glans  and  preputium, 
attended  with  a  large  difcharge  of  thin 
orTenfive  matter.  The  quantity  of  matter 
indeed  was  fo  confiderable,  that  at  firft 
fight  it  feemed  to  be  the  difcharge  of  a 
recent  inveterate  Gonorrhoea  ;  but,  on 
farther  examination,  it  appeared  to  pro- 
ceed entirely  from  the  glans  and  prepuce, 
the  clap  by  which  it  was  produced  being 
entirely  gone, 

C4  He 
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He  had  taken  mercury  for  the  fpace  of 
fix  weeks ;  and  the  parts  had  been  regu- 
larly bathed  in  milk  and  water,  but  with 
no  advantage.  The  difcharge  continued 
as  plentiful  as  ever,  and  the  preputium 
was  beginning  to  acquire  fome  degree  of 
thicknefs,  and  to  be  difficult  to  retract. 
In  the  fpace  of  a  week  he  was  completely 
cured,  merely  by  bathing  the  parts  from 
time  to  time  with  brandy  and  water,  and 
applying,  during  the  night,  a  poultice 
ftrongly  impregnated  with  faccharum  fa- 
turni. 

This,  as  well  as  a  variety  of  fimilar 
cafes,  which,  were  it  neceffary,  I  might 
enumerate,  clearly  evince,  not  only  that 
the  matter  of  Gonorrhoea,  when  confined 
to  the  urethra,  does  not  terminate  in  pox, 
but  that  it  proves  equally  inofFenrlve  to 
the  conftitution,  even  where  it  is  fo  fharp 
and  acrid  as  to  excoriate  the  glans  and 
contiguous  parts,  from  which  a  very  mark- 
ed difference,  I  may  obferve,  is  obvious  be- 
tween the  matter  of  the  two  difeafes.  In 
pox,  even  the  flightefl  fore  rarely  fails  to 
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throw  matter  into  the  fyftem,  while  the 
moft  exteniive  excoriations  proceeding 
from  Gonorrhoea  are  fo  feldom  found  to 
injure  the  eoniiitution,  that  I  have  never 
met  with  an  inftanee  of  their  doing  fo. 

By  thofe  who  are  fiiil  induced  to  fupport 
the  oppofite  doclrine,  it  is  laid,  that  the 
matter  of  Gonorrhoea  would  more  fre- 
quently terminate  in  pox,  were  it  not  for 
the  mucus  of  the  urethra  with  which  it  is 
blended,  and  by  which  they  fuppofe  it  to 
be  rendered  not  only  milder  in  its  nature, 
but  not  fo  apt- to  be  taken  up  by  the  ah- 
forbents.  This,  however,  is  merely  ideal; 
and  no  proof  can  be  advanced  in  fupport 
of  it.  Beiides,  the  force  of  the  argument 
k  entirely  done  away,  when  we  fee,  as  I 
have  obferved  above,  that  even  where  the 
matter  of  Gonorrhoea  is  more  acrimonious 
than  we  commonly  find  it  to  be  even  in 
Chancre,  fo  as  in  fome  inftances  to  pro- 
duce very  extenfive  excoriations,  ftill  no 
injury  to  the  constitution  enfues  from  it. 

Nay,  we  fee,  even  in  fuch  difeafes  as 
are  found  to  proceed  from  what  is  termed 
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a  tranflation  of  the  matter  of  Gonorrhoea 
to  other  parts  of  the  body,  and  which  we 
fuppofe  to  happen  through  the  medium  of 
the  circulation,  that  ftill  no  afFeclion  of 
the  conftitution  proceeds  from  them.  This 
is  particularly  the  cafe  in  thofe  inftances 
of  ophthalmia  which  fometimes  proceed 
from  Gonorrhoea,  and  in  which  a  confi- 
derable  difcharge  takes  place,  of  a  puri- 
form  matter  from  the  eye-lids,  very  fimi- 
lar  to  the  matter  of  a  recent  clap.  I  have 
alfo  met  with  inftances  of  patients  labour- 
ing under  Gonorrhoea  being  feized  with  a 
limilar  difcharge  from  the  membrane  of 
the  nofe  \  but  in  none  of  thefe  have  I  ever 
known  Lues  Venerea  enfue.  Many  exam- 
ples might  be  adduced  of  each  of  thefe  ; 
but  the  three  following  will  be  fufficient. 

In  the  year  17 86,  a  young  man  applied 
to  me,  with  a  very  troublefome  painful 
difeafe  in  both  eyes.  The  eye-balls  were 
not  much  inflamed  outwardly  ;  but  as  he 
experienced  an  intenfe. degree  of  pain  from 
the  admiflion  of  light,  I  was  led  to  believe 
that  the  retina,,  or  other  deep-feated  par^Sj  . 
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of  the  eye,  were  in  a  ftate  of  inflammation; 
and  the  membrane  of  the  eye-lids  was  not 
only  inflamed,  but  a  conftant  and  copious 
difcharge  took  place  from  them,  of  a 
greenilh  yellow  matter,  bearing  much  the 
appearance  of  the  matter  of  a  recent  clap. 

The  account  which  I  received  from  him 
was  this  :  That  he  had  for  eight  or  ten 
days  laboured  under  Gonorrhoea,  the 
fymptoms  of  which,  however,  were  not 
more  fevere  than  ufual  3  when,  after  be- 
ing heated  with  drinking  port  wine,  the 
difcharge  from  the  urethra,  which  had 
previoully  been  copious,  difappeared  al- 
moft  entirely.  His  eyes,  almoft  imme- 
diately thereafter,  became  painful;  and, 
in  lefs  than  twenty-four  hours,  the  dif- 
charge of  matter  took  place  from  the 
eye-lids. 

The  difeafe  was  at  fir  ft  treated  with 
blifters,  flight  evacuations  of  blood,  and 
the  ufual  applications  of  ointments  and 
collyria.  Thefe  not  proving  fuccefsful,  a 
courfe  of  mercury  was  prefcribed:  but, 
although  different  attempts  were  made 

with 
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with  it,  mifchief  always  enfued  from  it. 
It  did  not  lefTen  the  difcharge,  while  it 
obvioufly  increafed  the  inflammation,  and 
rendered  the  eyes  more  irritable.  I  there- 
fore advifed  this  remedy  to  be  laid  afide, 
A  quantity  of  blood  was  taken  from  the 
temporal  artery  of  one  fide  -P  fuch  veflels 
as  were  turged  upon  the  eye-balls  were 
divided ;  fcarifications  were  made  in  the 
inflamed  parts  of  the  eye-lids ;  poultices 
were    applied  over  the  eyes,  in  which 
opium  and  faccharum  fatumi  were  dif- 
folved  y  and   gentle  laxatives    were  gi- 
ven.    By  thefe  means   the   pain  foon 
abated \  the  inflammation  and  difcharge 
of  matter  leffened  ;  and,  in  the  courfe  of 
a  fortnight,  no  fymptom  of  the  difeafe 
remained,  but  a  degree  of  irritability  ori 
expofure  to  much  light,  with  which  both 
eyes  continued  to  be  diftrefled  for  five  or 
fix  months  thereafter. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  following  year,  on 
being  attacked  with  Gonorrhoea,  but  of  a 
more  violent  nature  than  the  former,  he 
was  again  feized,  after  expofbre  to  much 
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cold,  and  riding  on  horfeback,  with  a  fimi- 
lar  affection  of  his  eyes.  In  this  inftance, 
too,  bloodletting,  and  the  other  remedies 
formerly  prefcribed,  again  proved  fuccefs- 
ful ;  and  he  has  not  fmce  that  period  had 
any  return  of  the  difeafe. 

Abovit  two  years  ago,  I  was  taken  to  a 
patient,  who,  during  confinement  from  a. 
fwelled  teftis  induced  by  Gonorrhoea,  was 
fuddenly  feized  with  a  profufe  difcharge. 
of  matter  from  one  of  his  noftrils,  very 
fimUar  to  the  running  of  a  clap.  The 
lining  membrane  of  the  nofe  was  tender, 
and  fomewhat  inflamed,  but  not  painful; 
and  I  was  informed  that  the  difcharge 
from  the  urethra  leifened  before  the  teftis 
became   inflamed,   and,   on  this  taking- 
place  from  the  nofe,  that  it  difappeared 
entirely.     This  fuggeffed  the  propriety, 
of  attempting  to  excite  a  return  of  the 
difcharge   by  the  urethra  \   but  no  ad- 
vantage being  derived  from  it,  I  advifed 
the  difeafe  in  the  nofe  to  be  treated  with 
injections  iimilar  to  what  we  ufe  in  cafes 
of  clap.  An  aftringent  folution  was  thrown 
up,  occafionally  with  a  fyringe,  and  at 
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other  times  by  inferring  a  bit  of  fponge 
immerfed  in  it  up  the  noftril  j  and  in  the 
courfe  of  a  few  days  the  running  ceafed 
entirely. 

Since  that  period,  the  fame  patient  has 
been  twice  affected  in  a  fimilar  manner, 
and  the  fame  kind  of  treatment  proved 
equally  fuccefsful.  No  mercury  was  gi- 
ven, and  no  fymptom  of  pox  has  ever  ap- 
peared. 

In  a  few  weeks  after  the  recovery  of 
this  patient,  I  was  defired  to  fee  a  friend  of 
his,  who  for  feveral  years  had  been  dif- 
treiled  with  a  fimilar  difcharge  from  both 
noftrils.  The  difcharge  took  place  during 
the  continuance  of  a  clap  ;  and  although 
it  had  frequently  become  lefs,  it  never  dis- 
appeared entirely.  No  ulceration  appear- 
ed on  the  membrane  of  the  noftrils,  but  it 
was  of  a  deep  red  colour,  and  tender  over 
its  whole  extent.  Various  remedies  had 
been  employed  ;  and  at  laft,  after  the  dif- 
charge had  continued  for  upwards  of  three 
years,  although  no  other  fympton  appear- 
ed, he  was  advifed  to  undergo  a  courfe  of 
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mercury.  This  was  done  in  the  moft  at- 
tentive manner ;  but  no  advantage  enfued 
from  it. 

In  this  fituation,  I  expected  that  the 
fame  plan  of  treatment  which  proved  fuc- 
cefsful  in  the  preceding  cafe,  and  which 
had  alfo  done  fo  in  others,  would  likewife 
anfwer  here.    In  this,  however,  I  was  dif- 
appointed  ;  for,  although  every  variety  of 
injection  was  ufed  that  I  ever  employed  in 
Gonorrhoea,  yet  no  material  advantage  en- 
fued from  them.    The  running  was  fome- 
times  indeed  leilened,  but  it  always  re- 
turned with  equal  feverity  as  before  ;  and 
although  it  has  of  late,  even  when  no  re- 
medies have  been  employed,  become  con- 
fiderably  lefs,  it  {till  continues  in  fuch 
quantities  as  to  prove  highly  diftrefsful. 
No  other  fymptom  of  the  difeafe,  how- 
ever, has  ever  occurred. 

As  a  farther  proof  of  the  difference  of 
the  contagion  of  Syphilis  and  Gonorrhoea, 
it  may  be  remarked,  that  no  ft  age  of  pox 
has  ever  been  known  to  induce  Gonor- 
rhoea, which   furely  would  occafionally 
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happen,  were  the  two  difeafes  of  the 
fame  nature.    We  may  alfo  remark,  that, 
m  nurnberlefs  inftances,  people  have  been 
poxed  by  the  matter  of  Syphilis  being  by 
accident  applied  to  a  cut  or  a  {cratch,  as 
often  happens  with  fargeons  in  the  dref- 
fing  of  chancres  and  buboes  ;  but  no  one 
ever  heard  of  a  pox  being  got  in  this  man- 
ner from  the  matter  of  Gonorrhoea.  It 
has  indeed  been  faid,  that  chancres  may 
be  produced  by  infinuating  the  matter  of 
Gonorrhoea  beneath  the  fkin.    But  expe- 
riments of  this  kind  are  productive  of  fuch 
anxiety  and  diftrefs,  that  they  never  have 
been,  nor  ever  probably  will  be,  repeated 
fo  frequently  as  die  nature  of  the  fubject. 
would  require.    Nothing,  therefore,  can 
be  admitted  from  this  argument ;  for,  in 
order  to  avoid  fallacy,  and  to  give  fupport 
to  the  opinion,  thefe  experiments  would 
not  only  require  to  be  conducted  with  ac- 
curacy, but  to  be  numerous,  and  repeat- 
ed on  a  variety  of  patients  under  every 
poilible  variety  of  circumftances  j  whereas 
we  have  heard  of  only  a  tingle  experiment 
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or  two  being  made  by  any  individual ;  and 
even  thefe  feem  to  have  been  made  under 
the  management  of  fuch  as  were  ftrongly 
and  obvioufly  biailed  in  favour  of  one  fide 
of  the  queftion. 

In  oppofition  to  thefe,  too,  I  may  men- 
tion, that,  induced  by  fome  late  publica- 
tions, two  young,  gentlemen  of  this  place 
have  made  fome  experiments  upon  them- 
feives,  with  a  view  to  afcertain  the  point 
in  diipute ;  but  the  refult  was  materially 
different  from  what  is  faid  to  have  hap- 
pened in  the  experiments  to  which  I  al- 
lude. By  the  introduction  of  the  matter 
of  chancres,  as  well  as  of  buboes,  into  the 
urethra,  fome  pain  and  irritation  were  ex- 
cited, but  no  Gonorrhoea  enfued  ;  and,  by 
fretting  the  fkin  of  the  prepuce  and  glans 
with  a  lancet,  and  rubbing  the  parts  with 
the  matter  of  Gonorrhoea,  flight  fores 
were  produced  j  but  they  did  not  afliime 
the  appearance  of  chancres,  and  they 
healed  ealily  without  the  ufe  of  mercury. 
— For  the  reafons,  however,  which  I  have 
given,  we  cannot  place  much  dependence 
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upon  thefe  or  any  other  experiments  that 
have  as  yet  been  made  upon  the  fub- 
ject;  we  mini  truft  therefore  to  experience 
and  obfervation  in  the  ordinary  courfe  of 
practice  for  means  to  afcertain  it. 

The  other  fact  on  which  the  doctrine 
that  I  wifh  to  eftablifh  refts,  is,  that  Go- 
norrhoea and  Syphilis  have  appeared  at 
different  times  in  the  fame  countries,  and 
in  fome  inftances  have  remained  diftinct 
and  uncombined  for  a  great  length  of 
time. 

If  the  two  difeafes,  were  of  the  fame 
nature,  and  produced  by  the  fame  conta- 
gion, they  would  have  appeared  nearly  at 
the  fame  time  in  every  country  to  which 
the  infection  was  carried.  This  does  not 
appear,  however,  from  the  hiitory  of  the 
difeafe,  to  have  been  the  cafe.  From  the 
earlier  writers  upon  the  venereal  difeafe, 
it  is  evident,  that  the  Lues  Venerea  was 
known  in  Europe  at  leafl  forty  years  be- 
fore the  Gonorrhoea  Virulenta.  Doctor 
Aftruc,  whofe  accuracy  and  minute  atten- 
tion to  the  fubject  has  not  been  equalled 
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by  any,  afferts,  that  in  his  time  Gonor- 
rhoea had  not  been  long  known  in  China, 
although  we  know  that  the  Lues  Venerea 
had  long  prevailed  in  that  country  :  and 
it  would  appear,  notwithftanding  of  all 
that  has  been  faid  to  the  contrary,  that 
the  Lues  Venerea  was  imported  to  the 
iiland  of  Otaheite  a  confiderable  time  be- 
fore Gonorrhoea.  It  feems  to  have  been 
carried  to  that  and  other  iflands  in  the 
South  Seas  by  the  very  firft  European  na- 
vigators who  touched  there,  and  to  have 
remained  diftind:,  without  being  connected 
with  Gonorrhoea,  for  a  very  confiderable 
time;  for,  when  Captain  Cook  vilited  thefe 
iflands  in  his  fecond  voyage,  I  have  au- 
thority for  faying,  that  Gonorrhoea  had 
not  then  appeared  in  them. 

Thefe  hifiorical  facts  all  tend  to  prove, 
that  where  only  one  of  thefe  difeafes  has 
been  imported  to  a  particular  dittrict,  it 
has  always  remained  diftmct,  without  pro- 
ducing the  other ;  and  which  we  cannot 
fuppofe  would  have  happened,  if  both  were 
formed  by  the  fame  contagion.    And,  in 
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addition  to  thefe,  I  may  add  another,  not 
lefs  remarkable,  the  truth  of  which  may 
be  afcertained  by  all  who  incline  to  in- 
quire concerning  it,  as  the  fcene  of  it  lies 
in  our  own  country. 

In  various  parts  of  Scotland,  particular- 
ly in  fome  parts  of  the  Highlands  \  in  Gal- 
loway, and  in  Dumfriesfhire  ;  the  common 
people  have,  for  a  great  length  of  time,  been 
afflicted  with  the  Lues  Venerea,  under  the 
denomination,  in  fome  places  of  Yaws,  in 
others  of  Sibbens;  and  which,  from  thofe 
who  labour  under  it  having  no  communica- 
tion with  thofe  infected  with  Gonorrhoea, 
has  ftill retained  its  original,  unmixed  form, 
without  a  fingle  inftance,  fo  far  as  I  know, 
of  Gonorrhoea  having  been  ever  produced 
by  it       There  is  evidence,  in  fome  of 

thefe 

*  This  I  conceive  to  have  happened  from  the  difeafe 
in  thefe  districts  prevailing  almoft  entirely  among  poor 
country  people,  whofe  manners  do  not  expc£e  them  to 
the  hazard  of  being  infecled  with  Gonorrhoea.  None, 
however,  can  efcape  the  Sibbens  who  are  much  in  com- 
pany with  thofe  who  labour  under  it ;  and  fo  much  are  the  v 
convinced  of  its  being  the  fame  difeafe  with  Lues  Ve- 
nerea. 


Ch.  I 


and  Lues  Venerea*  37 


thefe  diftri&s,  of  this  difeafe  having  pre- 
vailed among  them  for  upwards  of  feventy 
years  :    Nay,  in  fome  of  them,  it  is  faid, 
from  tradition,  to  have  been  left  there  by 
the  foldiers  of  Oliver  Cromwell,  and  to 
have  been  given,  fince  that  period,  by  one 
generation  to  another  ;  and,  although  I 
have  had  opportunities  of  feeing  many 
hundred  people  labouring  under  it,  with 
ulcers  in  the  throat,  nodes  of  the  bones, 
fungous    excrefcences    about   the  anus, 
blotches  over  the  body,  with  almofl  every  . 
other  fymptom  of  Syphilis,  yet  not  an  in- 
ftance  has  occurred  to  me,  as  I  have  ob- 
ferved  above,  nor  have  I  heard  of  any, 
where  Gonorrhoea  took  place  in  it.  Whe- 
ther it  is  that  the  infected  conceal  it  long- 
er than  ufually  happens  in  towns,  I  mall 
not  pretend  to  determine  ;  but  certain  it  is, 
that  the  fymptoms  of  Sibbens  are  more  in- 
veterate than  we  commonly  find  them  to  be 
in  the  ordinary  form  of  Lues  Venerea. 
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They  are  certainly  more  infectious ;  fo 
that  the  flighted  communication  is  apt  to 
produce  the  difeafe.  The  fymptoms  fpread 
more  rapidly,  and  a  greater  quantity  of 
mercury  is,  for  the  moft  part,  required  to 
remove  them;  but  {till  Gonorrhoea  never 
enfues  from  them  *. 

Some  years  ago,  a  difeafe  very  fimilar 
to  this  broke  out  among  the  country  peo- 
ple of  Canada,  owing,  as  was  imagined,  to 
communication  with  fome  of  the  foldiers 
quartered  among  them,  who  were  infected 
with  Lues  Venerea.  It  is  attended,  as  i3 
the  cafe  with  Sibberts  in  Scotland,  with  all 
the  fymptoms  of  Syphilis,  in  the  mofb  vi- 
rulent form  of  that  difeafe  >  and  it  is  fo 
very  infectious  as  to  be  communicated  by 
eating  or  drinking  out  of  the  fame  vefTel, 
or  drying  with  the  fame  cloth  that  has 
been  ufed  by  thofe  who  labour  under  it. 
It  often  enters  the  conftitution  by  abforp- 
tion  from  the  furface,  without  any  previ- 
ous ulceration:  In  which  cafe  it  after- 
wards 


*  For  a  farther  account  of  Sibbens,  fee  Chapter.  IV- 
Sedion  VII. 
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wards  breaks  out  in  buboes,  nodes,  ulcers, 
and  other  fymptoms  of  a  confirmed  Lues; 
but  not  an  inftance,  I  am  informed,  has 
happened,  of  Gonorrhoea  being  produced 
by  it. 

This,  as  well  as  what  has  occurred  in 
the  progrefs  of  Sibbens,  is  precifely  what 
happened  with  Lues  Venerea,  when  it  firft 
appeared  in  Europe,  as  well  as  at  a  late 
period  in  the  South  Seas  *9  fo  that  there 
cannot  be  a  doubt  of  the  fame  circum- 
fiances  taking  place  wherever  Syphilis 
only  is  communicated.    We  have  feen,  in 
all  thefe  inftances,  that  Gonorrhoea  has 
never  arifen  from  it,  which  furely  it  often 
would  have  done  if  the  two  difeafes  were 
of  the  fame  nature,  and  produced  by  the 
fame  contagion.    They  could  never,  in 
that  cafe,  have  remained  for  any  length 
of  time  fo  diftinct  and  precifely  marked ; 
for  the  one  muft  neceflarily,  in  almoft 
every  inftance,  have  foon  been  productive 
of  the  other. 

As  a  farther  fupport  of  this  opinion,  I 
may  add,  that  if  the  two  difeafes  were  of 
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the  fame  nature,  and  produced  by  the  fame 
infection,  the  remedies  proving  ufeful  in 
the  one  might  be  expected  to  prove  like- 
wife  fo-in  the  other.  Inftead  of  this,  we 
find  that  the  remedies  upon  which  we  de- 
pend with  moft  certainty  in  Gonorrhoea, 
have  no  influence  in  the  cure  of  Syphilis ; 
while  mercury,  which  is  the  only  remedy, 
as  I  have  obferved  above,  upon  which  any 
dependence  can  be  placed  for  the  cure  of 
Syphilis,  does  not,  in  Gonorrhoea,  produce 
any  advantage.  Nay,  that  in  fome  cafes, 
it  evidently  does  harm. 

We  alfo  know,  that  Gonorrhoea  will 
often  terminate  whether  any  remedy  be 
employed  or  not,  merely  by  moderate  li- 
ving, and  keeping  the  parts  regularly 
clean.  The  difeafe  by  this  alone  will,  in 
moft  inftances,  become  gradually  milder, 
till  at  laft  it  will  difappear  entirely.  No 
fuch  thing,  however,  happens  in  Lues  Ve- 
nerea. In  this,  as  I  have  already  remark- 
ed, even  the  mildeft  fymptom  becomes 
daily  worfe,  unlefs  mercury  be  employed  y. 

nor 
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nor  will  any  practitioner  of  experience 
truft  the  cure  even  of  the  flighted  chancre 
to  any  other  remedy. 

Upon  this  evidence  alone,  of  the  me- 
thod of  cure  of  the  two  difeafes  being  fo 
enentially  different,  we  might,  I  think, 
conclude  that  they  are  different  in  their 
nature,  and  that  they  proceed  from  diffe- 
rent contagions.  Were  they  of  the  fame 
nature,  and  proceeding  from  the  fame 
caufe,  it  is  not  poflible  to  conceive  that 
any  medicine  would  act  as  a  certain  cure 
for  the  one  and  do  harm  in  the  other;  and 
yet  every  practitioner  will  admit  that  mer- 
cury is  the  only  remedy  hitherto  known, 
upon  which  we  can  depend  for  the  cure 
of  Lues  Venerea,  while  it  evidently  often 
does  harm,  as  I  have  already  obferved,  in 
Gonorrhoea. 

If  the  fubject  now  under  difcuflion  was 
merely  fpeculative,  I  mould  not  have  en- 
tered fo  minutely  into  it ;  for  in  that  cafe 
it  would  have  been  a  matter  of  indiffe- 
rence, both  to  practitioners  and  patients, 

whether 
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whether  the  two  difeafes  were  of  the  fame 
nature  or  not ;  but,  as  the  treatment  of  Go- 
norrhoea mould  have  much  dependence 
Upon  this  circumftance,  I  judged  it  pro- 
per, before  proceeding  to  treat  of  it,  to 
make  this  attempt  to  have  the  point  in 
queflion  afcertained. 


CHAP. 
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CHAPTER  II. 

Of  Gonorrhoea  Virulenta. 


SECTION  I. 

General  Obfervations  on  the  Symptoms ,  Caufes, 
and  Seat  of  Gonorrhoea  Virulenta. 


EVERY  difcharge  of  matter  from  the 
urethra,  excited  by  impure  ^coition, 
is  termed  Gonorrhoea  Virulenta.  As  the 
term  implies  a  difcharge  of  femen,  and 
as  this  difeafe  is  not  neceflarily  attended 
with  any  feminal  evacuation,  it  is  here 
obvioufly  mifapplied  ;  but  I  think  it  bet- 
ter to  retain  even  a  faulty  denomination, 

when 
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when  very  univerfally  received,  than  to 
incur  the  hazard  arifing  from  the  confu- 
lion  which  might  enfue  from  the  propofal 
of  amendments. 

The  period  at  which  the  difcharge  takes 
place,  after  expofure  to  infection,  is  al- 
ways uncertain.  I  have  known  it  happen 
in  a  few  hours  ;  often  in  the  courfe  of  a 
day  or  two,  although  in  fome  infiances 
not  till  feveral  weeks  have  elapfed.  From 
the  ,third  or  fourth  day,  to  the  feventh  and 
eight,  is  the  moil  frequent  period. 

This  does  not  appear,  however,  to  have 
any  effect  on  the  nature  or  violence  of  the 
fymptoms.  Some  indeed  have  imagined,' 
that  the  difeafe  mufl  be  mild  or  fevere  ac- 
cording as  it  appears  early  or  late  after 
the  matter  of  infection  has  been  applied  j 
but  this  does  not  accord  with  my  obferva- 
tion.  I  have  often  known  the  fymptoms 
mild  when  they  appeared  early  after  ex- 
pofure to  infection,  and  fevere  when  much 
time  had  elapfed.  In  a  very  obftinate 
cafe  of  Gonorrhoea,  the  running  did  not 
appear  till  nearly  the  ninth  week  from 

the. 
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ithe  time  of  infection.  A  gentleman  fail- 
ied  from  Jamaica  two  days  after  having 
1  connection  with  a  woman  of  fufpicious 
character.  No  fymptoms  appearing  till 
feveral  weeks  had  elapfed,  he  concluded 
that  he  had  efcaped  ;  when,  two  days  be- 
fore coming  into  port,  being  the  fifty- 
eight  of  his  voyage,  a  very  copious  run- 
ning appeared. 

In  fome  few  cafes,  the  difcharge  takes 
place  without  the  patient  having  any  warn- 
ing of  its  approach  ;  but,  for  the  mod 
part,  it  is  preceded  by  fymptoms  indica- 
ting fome  degree  of  inflammation  in  the 
urethra :  A  fenfe  of  fulnefs  and  tightnefs 
is  felt  over  all  the  under  part  of  the  pe- 
nis i,  the  patient  has  a  more  frequent  de- 
Are  than  ufual  to  void  urine,  accompanied 
with  a  peculiar  kind  of  itching  heat  along 
the  urethra,  at  the  fame  time  that  the  ex- 
tremity of  that  canal  is  obferved  to  be  of 
a  more  deep  red  colour  than  ordinary, 
and  more  than  ufually  tender  to  the  touch. 
In  fome  cafes,  too,  the  urethra  feems  to 
be  contracted,  or  leflened  in  its  diameter; 

the 
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the  urine  coming  off  in  a  ftream  much 
fmaller  than  natural,  while  at  other  times 
it  is  forked,  as  if  the  palTage  was  divided 
in  two. 

On  the  firft  appearance  of  the  difcharge, 
it  is  fometimes  white,  and  nearly  of  the 
conliltence  of  purulent  matter  ;  but,  for 
the  molt  part,  it  is  thin,  and  of  a  yellpw 
green  colour.  In  fome  cafes  it  is  brown, 
refembling  the  difcharge  of  old  fcorbutic 
fores,  and  in  others  it  confifts  almoft  en- 
tirely of  blood,  owing  to  the  erolion  or 
rupture  of  one  or  more  blood-vefTels  in  the 
urethra.  In  a  great  proportion  of  cafes, 
the  difcharge  of  matter,  and  fcalding  heat 
in  making  water,  are  the  only  fymptoms 
which  take  place  ,  but  in  others,  thefe  are 
accompanied  with  chordee,  or  painful  in- 
voluntary erections  \  with  much  uneafi- 
nefs  in  the  teftes,  which  frequently  be- 
come fo  tender  and  irritable  that  the 
flighted  touch  excites  pain.  Severe  de- 
grees of  pain  often  ftretch  from  the  penis 
to  the  groins  and  thighs ;  and  in  fome 

cafes 
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cafes  over  all  the  abdominal  vifcera,  par- 
ticularly over  the  under  part  of  the  belly. 

In  fome  cafes  the  chordee,  and  in  others 
thofe  fympathetic  pains  ftretching  to  the 
groins,  and  contiguous  parts,  are  the  moll 
diftrefsful  fymptoms  of  the  difeafe.  1  have 
known  the  latter  fo  fevere  as  to  render 
the  patient  unable  to  make  any  bodily 
exertion ;  while  the  chordee,  which  is 
ufually  worft  in  bed,  is  a£>t  to  deprive  him 
entirely  of  fleep. 

Befides  thefe  pains  in  the  parts  conti- 
guous to  the  penis,  and  which  we  fuppofe 
to  be  chiefly  the  effecT:  of  nervous  irrita- 
bility, the  glands  in  the  groin  in  fome  in- 
flances  fwell,  and  become  hard  ;  but,  un- 
lefs  the  running  be  accompanied  with 
chancres,  thefe  fwellings  very  commonly 
fubfide,  and  do  not  proceed  to  fuppurate  ; 
an  important  fact,  which  may  be  consi- 
dered as  an  additional  proof  to  what  was 
mentioned  in  the  laft  chapter,  of  the  dif- 
ference between  Gonorrhoea  and  Lues  Ve- 
nerea. 

In 
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In  the  courfe  of  the  difeafe  the  glans 
penis  fometimes  becomes  red  and  in- 
flamed, and  a  yellow  foetid  matter  oozes 
from  its  whole  furface.  In  fome  this  is 
accompanied  with,  evident  ulceration  :  in 
others  the  fkin  remains  entire,  and  the 
matter  is  obferved,  upon  preffure,  to  pro- 
ceed from  an'  infinite  number  of  fmall 
points.  In  both  they  are  fuppofed,  by 
muny,  to  proceed. from  the  matt  r  palling 
out  of  the  urethra,  and  allowed,  by  the 
negligence  of  the  patient,  to  reft  too  long 
upon  the  tender  cuticle  of  the  glans  >  but, 
in  fome  inftances,  this  inflammatory  affec- 
tion of  the  glans,  an X  difcharge  with 
which  it  is  accompanied,  takes  place  of 
itfelf,  and  without  any  difcharge  from  the 
urethra.  In  which  cafe,  from  the  refem- 
blance  which  the  matter  bears  to  that  of 
Gonorrhoea,  it  has  ufually  been  termed 
Gonorrhoea  Spuria.  This  inflammation 
ocoafionally  fpreads  to  the  prepuce,  in 
which  it  very  commonly  excites  fome  de- 
gree of  contraction.  When  the  prepuce 
becomes  fo  much  ftraiteiied  that  it  cannot 
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be  drawn  back,  a  clifeafe  is  formed,  which 
we  term  Phymofis  5  and,  when  it  contracts 
behind  the  glans,  a  difeafe  termed  Para- 
-  phymofis  takes  place. 

Although  in  Gonorrhoea  fome  degree  of 
uneafinefs  is  ufually  felt  along  the  whole 
courfe  of  the  urethra,  yet  we  know,  that 
in  molt  inftances,.  the  feat  of  the  difeafe 
lies  within  an  inch,  or  little  more,  of  the 
point  of  the  penis.    In  a  few  cafes,  how- 
ever, whether  from  maltreatment  of  the 
difeafe,  from  the  infection  being  more 
than  ufually  virulent,  or  from  peculiarity 
of  conilitution  of  the  patient,  tire  difeafe 
■  fpreads  backward  till  ft  extends  over  the 
Whole  length  of  the  urethra,  even  to  the 
bladder  itfelf.     The  proftate  gland  and 
internal  coat  of  the  bladder  become  af- 
fected, and  fympathetic  pains  Itretch  from 
%thefe  parts  along  the  ureters  to  the  kid- 
neys. 

When  the  bladder  becomes  in  this  man- 
ner difeafed,  the  ftate  of  the  patient  is,  for 
the  moft,  extremely  miferable :  he  feels 
almoft   a  conftant  de-fire  to  pafs  water, 
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accompanied  with  fevere  prefllire  or  bear- 
ing down  upon  the  parts  affected,  proceed- 
ing from  involuntary  fpafmodic  contrac- 
tions of  the  abdominal  mufeles.  The 
whole  region  of  the  loins,  particularly 
about  the  kidneys,  becomes  fo  painful  and 
irritable,  that  much  diftrefs  is  excited  by 
whatever  tends  to  bring  the  mufeles  of 
thefe  parts  into  action,  and  the  patient  often 
complains  of  a  very  diftrefsful  degree  of 
tenefmus,  and  of  a  frequent  mooting  pain 
about  the  anus  and  neck  of  the  bladder. 

In  this  ftage  of  the  difeafe  there  is  fel- 
dom  any  considerable  difcharge  from  the 
urethra ;  but,  for  the  mod  part,  a  large 
quantity  of  very  vifcid-fcetid-mucus  is  dif- 
covered  in  the  urine,  which,  in  the  courfe 
of  a  few  hours,  fubfides,  and  adheres  fo 
firmly  to  the  fides  of  the  veffel  as  not  to 
be  eafily  feparated. 

When  Gonorrhoea  has  either  been  im- 
properly treated,  or  when  much  inflam- 
mation takes  place  from  any  other  caufe, 
the  tettes  are  apt  to  fwell  and  inflame,  and 
abfeeffes  often  form  in  Gowper's  glands, 
S  .  as 
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as  well  as  in  other  parts  of  the  urethra. 
When  thefe  burft  outwardly,  or  when  the 
urine  by  any  means  finds  accefs  to  the 
collections  of  matter,  they  not  only  prove 
the  iburce  of  fevere  diftrefs  to  the  patient, 
but  of  much  perplexity  to  the  pra&itioner, 
as  they  frequently  baffle  every  attempt  that 
is  made  for  removing  them. 

It  will  readily  be  conceived  that  all  the 
fyniptoms  which  I  have  defcribed  are  fel- 
dom  met  with  in  the  fame  patient,  and  that 
they  will  take  place  in  very  different  de- 
grees in  different  cafes.  This  is  particular- 
ly remarkable  in  the  quantity  of  difcharge, 
which,  in  fome  inftances,  is  fo  trifling  as 
fcarcely  to  excite  any  inconvenience, 
whillf,  in  others,  it  is  fo  profufe  as  to 
prove  highly  diflrefsful.  In  fome  too,  the 
heat  of  urine  is  fo  inconfiderable  as  not 

to  deferve  notice  :  and  in  fuch  inff  ances 
*  - 

alfo,  the  defire  to  pafs  water  is  feldom fre- 
quent; while,  in  others,  thefe  fymptoms  are 
both  fo  fevere  as  to  prove  highly  diflrefs- 
ful. 

E  2  In 
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In  moft  inftances  of  Gonorrhoea  the  ex- 
ternal inflammation  is  confined  to  the  ex- 
tremity of  the  urethra;  but,  in  fome  cafes, 
it  runs  fo  high  as  to  fpread  over  the  whole 
glans,  where  it  might  be  expected  to  ter- 
minate, as  inflammatory  affections  in  other 
parts  of  the  body  moft  frequently  do,  in 
the  formation  of  abfcefles.  This,  how- 
ever, very  rarely  happens.  I  have  obfer- 
ved  above,  that,  in  a  few  inftances,  a  pu- 
rulent-like matter  oozes  from  the  whole 
furface  of  the  inflamed  glans  ;  but  I  have 
fcarcely  known  an  inftance  of  any  exten- 
five  abfcefs  in  the  fubftance  of  the  glans. 
The  inflammation,  for  the  moft  part,  ter- 
minates by  difperfion.  In  a  few  cafes  it 
ends  in  mortification. 

In  women  the  fymptoms  of  Gonorrhoea 
are,  for  the  moft  part,  much  milder  thai1 
in  men.  It  fometimes  happens  that  a  flow 
of  matter  is  all  that  occurs ;  and,  as  the 
difcharge  is  very  fimilar  to  the  matter  of 
fluor  albus,  the  two  difeafes  are  often  mif- 
taken  for  one  another. 

This 
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This  abfence  of  pain,  however,  takes 
place  only  where  the  vagina  is  the  feat  of 
the  difeafe.   When  the  urethra  is  affected,, 
the  fymptoms  are  nearly  the  fame  as  in 
the  other  fex.    A  dirtrefcful  degree  of  ir- 
ritation occurs  at  the  extremity  of  the 
urethra,  accompanied  with  heat  of  urine, 
and  a  very  frequent  delire  to  pafs  water. 
In  fome  cafes  the  inflammation  fpreads  t© 
the  bladder,  and  even  to  the  kidneys,  ute- 
rus and  ovaria  ;  or,  at  leaft,  thefe  parts 
come  to  be  fo  much  affected  with  pain,  as 
to  give  caufe  to  fufpecT:  that  they  are  in  a 
ftate  of  inflammation.    Pain,  even  in  a 
fevere  degree,  will  no  doubt  occur  from 
nervous  fympathy  alone,  and  this  I  believe 
to  be  frequently  the  cafe  here ;  but  I  have 
met  with  different  inflances  of  a  conlider- 
able  degree  of  inflammation  being  excited 
\>y  Gonorrhoea  in  all  the  parts  which  I 
have  mentioned :  that  is,  they  have  be- 
come fwelled,  hard,  and  excellively  pain- 
ful, infomuch  that  the  flighteft  touch 
would  create  a  great  degree  of  diftrefs  3 
and  blood-letting  with  other  evacuations, 

E  3  were 
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were  the  only  remedies  from  which  relief 
was  obtained.  In  fome  cafes  the  matter 
is  fo  fharp  and  acrid  as  to  excoriate  the 
clitoris,  nymphse,  and  labia  pudendi.  This 
excites  much  uneafinefs ;  more  than  ever 
takes  place  in  men  from  a  mere  affection 
of  the  external  parts  ;  for,  as  thefe  parts 
are  in  women  prefled  upon  in  fitting,  the 
flighteft  degree  of  inflammation  is,  from 
this  caufe  alone,  productive  of  much  dif- 
trefs.  They  are  often  obliged  to  remain 
conftantly  in  bed  j  being  unable  either  to 
walk,  ftand,  or  fit. 

It  is  impoffible,  in  any  cafe  of  Gonor- 
rhoea, to  determine  at  firft,  in  what  man- 
ner it  will  end ;  for  we  often  find  the 
moft  fevere,  as  well  as  the  molt  obftinate 
difcharge,  fucceed  to  the  milder!  fymp- 
toms,  while  in  fome  cafes  the  difcharge 
ends  quickly  and  eafily,  where  the  fymp- 
toms  at  firft  were  fevere.  An  opinion 
commonly  prevails,  that  the  difeafe  will 
be  mild,  and  of  fhort  duration,  where  the 
running  is  white  or  yellow;  and  that  it 
will  neceflary  prove  fevere  and  tedious, 

where 


Sect.  E.      Gonorrhoea  Virulent^  55 

where  it  is  at  firvt  green,  or  much  ting- 
ed with  blood.  This,  however,  is  far 
from  being  imiverfal ;  for  inftances  occur 
daily,  of  the  running  proving  tedious, 
where  it  was  at  firft  of  the  colour  and  con- 
fidence of  purulent  matter,  while  others 
often  happen  of  its  ending  quickly,  where 
the  matter  was  at  firft  either  deeply  ting- 
ed with  blood,  or  of  a  deep  green  colour. 

In  the  progrefs  of  Gonorrhoea,  we 
reckon  it  a  favourable  circumftance  to 
obferve  the  matter  become  thick  and 
ropy.  This  cannot  indeed  be  mentioned 
as  an  infallible  proof  of  the  difcharge 
being  foon  to  terminate ;  but  it  is,  un- 
doubtedly,, a  very  defirable  appearance. 
When  the  difcharge  does  not  foon  be- 
come ropy,  it  is  apt  to  terminate  in  gleet, 
the  moft  perplexing  fymptom  in  the  dif- 
%  eafe,  and  of  which  we  mall  fpeak  more 
particularly  in  an  enfuing  chapter. 

I  (hall  hereafter  have  occalion  to  ob- 
ferve, that  a  difcharge,  very  limilar  to  the 
matter  of  Gonorrhoea  virulenta,  may  be 
produced  by  different  caufes  :  At  prefent 
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it  is  only  neceftary  to  remark,  that,  in 
this  difeafe,  the  difcharge  is  obvioufly  the 
effect  of  irritation  excited  in  the  mem- 
brane of  the  urethra  and  contiguous  parts, 
by  matter  from  an  infected  perfon  being 
applied  to  them. 

Some  difference  of  opinion  has  arifen 
of  the  manner  in  which  the  matter  of  in- 
fection is  communicated  to  the  urethra. 
13  y  fome  it  is  fuppofed  to  be  firft  abforbed 
from  the  lurface  of  the  glans,  and  after- 
wards depofitcd  on  the  membrane  of  the 
urethra  $  as  they  do  not  think  that  it  can 
pafs  directly  into  the  urethra,  during  co- 
ition.   No  good  reafon,  however,  can  be 
given  for  this  opinion :  it  appears  more 
probable  that  the  matter  at  firft  finds  ac- 
cefs  between  the  lips  of  the  urethra  ;  that 
it  afterwards  fpreads,  in  a  gradual  man- 
ner, along  the  paffage,  by  mixing,  with 
the  mucus  with  which  it  meets,  and  that 
the  progrefs  which  it  makes,  will,  in  a 
great  meafiire,  depend  upon  the  parts  to 
which  it  is  applied  being  more  or  lefs  fuf- 
ceptible  of  inflammation ;  upon  the  ge-r 

ceral 
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neral  ftate  of  health  of  the  patient ;  upon 
his  manner  of  living  j  and  perhaps  upon 
other  caufes. 

I  do  not  conceive,  however,  that  the 
kind  of  matter  by  which  the  difcharge  is 
produced  has  fo  much  influence  on  the 
violence  or  duration  of  the  fymptoms  as 
has  been  imagined.  It  is  indeed  the  opi- 
nion of  fome  that  a  fevere  and  obftinate 
cafe  of  clap  may  always  be  traced  to  an 
infection  of  fome  peculiar  degree  of  viru- 
lency  ;  but  this  will  not  be  found  to  hap- 
pen with  any  kind  of  uniformity.  So  far 
as  my  obfervation  goes,  it  is  nearly  the 
fame  in  Gonorrhoea  as  in  fmall  pox.  The 
mildnefs  or  violence  of  fymptoms  does 
not  appear  to  depend  upon  the  matter  by 
which  the  difeafe  is  produced  fo  much 
as  upon  other  circumftances.  Hence  the 
ijame  woman  will,  under  the  fame  infection, 
communicate  the  molt  virulent  fymptoms 
to  one  perfon,  and  the  mildeft  to  another. 

That  much  depends  upon  the  habit  of 
body  of  the  patient,  and  upon  his  man- 
ner of  living,  will  fcarcely  be  doubted  : 

Of 
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Of  this  the  following  fad  will  ferve  as  an 
illuftration.  Three  gentlemen,  who  aflbcia- 
ted  much  together,  and  who  were  accufto- 
med  to  live  freely,  returning  one  night  from 
a  drinking  club,  refolved  to  vifit  a  girl  of 
the  town,  and  a  friend  went  along  with  them 
who  had  that  night  been  a  vifitor  in  their 
fociety,  but  who  ufually  lived  with  much 
fobriety.  They  all  had  connection  with 
the  fame  girl.  Each  of  the  three  aflb- 
ciates  had  a  very  fevere  clap,  while  the 
other,  who  alfo  received  the  infection,  had 
the  difeafe  in  the  mildefl;  form.  This 
would  not,  even  in  fimilar  circumftances 
always  happen,  as  we  fometimes  find  peo- 
ple who  live  with  much  circumfpection, 
liable  to  very  fevere  degrees  of  Gonor- 
rhoea y  but,  for  the  moft  part,  the  degree 
of  violence  of  the  difeafe  has  a  certain  de- 
pendence on  the  courfe  of  life  to  which 
the  patient  is  accufiomed. 

The  matter  of  Gonorrhoea  being  fimilar 
to  that  of  fores  in  other  parts  of  the  body, 
and  the  quantity  being  often  very  confider- 
able,  it  was,  till  of  late,  the  prevailing  opi- 
nion 
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nion,that  it  arofe  from  fores  or  ulcers  in  the 
urethra.  We  now  know,  however,  that  in 
Gonorrhoea  the  parts  are  feldom  ulcerated, 
and  whenever  ulcers  take  place,  that  they 
may  be  traced  to  fome  accidental  caufe,  fuch 
as  the  rupture  of  a  blood-veffel,  in  no  de- 
gree neceffarily  connected  with  the  exig- 
ence of  the  difeafe.  On  diffection,  after 
death,  it  is  found,  almoft  in  every  inftance, 
that  the  membrane  of  the  urethra  is  en- 
tire, and  that  the  matter  is  produced  by 
inflammation  alone. 

It  had  long  been  known,  that  on  diflec- 
tion,  inftances  occafionally  occurred  in 
which  no  degree  of  ulceration  in  the  ure- 
thra was  difcovered.  This,  however,  was 
coniidered  as  a  lingular  occurrence,  and 
that  it  did  not  happen  but  where  the 
fymptoms  were  uncommonly  mild  5  for 
at  that  time  it  was  fuppofed,  that  ulcera- 
tion, or  a  deftruction  of  parts,  was  requi- 
fite  for  the  production  of  matter.  But  we 
now  know,  that  this  is  by  no  means  the 
cafe,  and  that  an  inflamed  furface,  even 
where  no  abrafion  is  perceived,  will  pro- 
duce 
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duce  all  the  varieties  of  matter  which 
fores  ever  afford,  and  that  different  kinds 
of  animal  fluids  may  be  converted  into 
thefe,  merely  by  being  kept  in  certain  de- 
grees of  heat. 

By  this  the  difficulty  is  removed,  which 
otherwife  we  muft  have  experienced  in 
accounting  for  the  large  quantities  of  mat- 
ter daily  difcharged  from  the  urethra  in 
Gonorrhoea ;  which,  in  foroe  cafes,  is  fo 
abundant,  that  nothing  Iefs  than  an  affec- 
tion of  the  whole  extent  of  that  canal 
could  afford  it.  Now  thofe  who  imagine 
that  the  matter  proceds  from  ulcers,  have 
never  gone  fo  far  as  to  fay  that  the  ure- 
thra is  ever  ulcerated  through  its  whole 
length;  nor  could  it  probably  happen, 
but  with  fuch  confequences  as  very  fel- 
dom  enfue  from  Gonorrhoea. 

The  circumftance  to  which  I  allude 
forms  an  unanfwerable  objection  to  the 
idea  of  ulcers  being  frequent  in  Gonor- 
rhoea, even  although  no  opportunities 
had  occurred  of  proving  it  by  diffection. 
Where  the  membrane  of  the  urethra  is  in 

airy 
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any  point  ruptured,  either  by  the  burfting 
of  an  abfcefs  into  it,  or  by  any  other  eaufe, 
the  moft  diftrefsful  confequenees  univer- 
sally enfue  :  By  the  urine  palling  into  the 
contiguous  parts,  fweillngs  are  produced 
which  ufually  terminate  in  fiftulous  open- 
ings,  that  prove  always  tedious,  painful, 
and  of  uncertain  event.  Every  practi- 
tioner knows,  that  even  the  ilighteft  com- 
munication between  the  urethra  and  con- 
tiguous parts  is  apt  to  terminate  in  this 
manner  ;  fo  that,  if  the  matter  of  Gonor- 
rhoea arofe  from  ulceration,  the  confe- 
quenees of  almolt  every  cafe,  would  necef- 
farily  prove  more  fevere  than  we  ever,  in 
any  inftance,  find  them  to  be. 

Inlong  continued  Gonorrhoea,  the  mem- 
brane of  the  urethra  is  apt  to  be  fo  relax- 
ed, that  fungous  productions  form  in  dif- 
ferent parts  of  it.  Thefe  not  only  im- 
pede the  paiTage  of  the  urine,  but,  beco- 
ming foft  and  tender,  they  at  lafi  ulcerate, 
and  throw  out  very  abundant  quantities 
of  matter.  This,  however,  is  not  the 
eaufe  of  Gonorrhoea,,  but  merely  the  effect 

of 
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of  it.  It  often  proceeds  from  mifmanage- 
ment,  either  on  the  part  of  the  patient  or 
practitioner ;  and  fometimes  from  fome 
conftitutional  difeafe  to  which  the  patient 
at  the  time  may  be  liable. 

Inftead  of  ulceration,  we  find,  that  in  a 
great  proportion  of  cafes,  there  is  merely 
a  flight  degree  of  inflammation,  extending 
from  the  extremity  of  the  glans  to  an  inch 
or  perhaps  an  inch  and  half  up  the  ure- 
thra. In  more  obftinate  cafes,  Cowper's 
glands,  with  their  duels  which  terminate 
in  the  urethra,  are  found  affected.  In  a 
third  ,ftage  of  the  difeafe,  the  proftate 
gland!,  and  contiguous  parts  of  the  urethra, 
are  inflamed  ;  and  in  the  fourth,  and  what 
may  be  reckoned  the  molt  diftrefsful  ftage 
of  clap,  the  internal  coat  of  the  bladder  is 
found  inflamed.  For  the  mod  part,  the 
inflammation  is  confined  to  the  neck  of 
the  bladder;  but  I  have  met  with  inftan- 
ces  of  its  being  perceptible  over  the  whole 
of  it,  and  of  its  even  extending  along  the 
ureters  to  the  kidneys. 

XKis- 
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This  inflammation,  however,  is  chiefly 
obvious  at  firft-  On  a  long  continuance 
of  the  difeafe,  the  parts  affedted,  inftead 
of  being  either  inflamed,  or  in  a  flate  of 
ulceration,  are  merely  of  a  more  pale  co- 
lour than  natural ;  the  membrane  of  the 
urethra  is  found  foft  and  relaxed;  and  co- 
loured mucus  or  matter  may  be  prefied 
out  from  an  infinite  number  of  finall 
points  over  every  part  of  it  that  has  been 
difeafed. 

This  is  precifely  what  happens  with 
every  membrane  that  has  remained  long- 
under  a  flight  degree  of  inflammation, 
particularly  with  the  membrane  of  the 
nofe  and  trachea.  Thefe  parts  often  af- 
ford very  confiderable  quantities  of  mat- 
ter, for  a  great  length  of  time,  or  of  mucus 
that  much  refembles  matter ;  and  yet,  up- 
on difledion,  they  are  feldom  or  never 
found  in  a  ftate  of  ulceration,  the  tra-, 
chea  being  for  the  molt  part  only  flightly 
inflamed.  I  may  here  indeed  remark,  that 
the  refemblance  between  Gonorrhoea  ana 
Catarrh,  is,  in  certain  flages  of  the  two 

difeafes, 
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difeafes,  very  remarkable.  They  feem 
both  to  originate  from  inflammation  ex- 
cited upon  a  membraue.  The  matter  of 
the  one  is  in  many  inftances  very  fimilar 
to  that  of  the  other.  They  feem  both  to 
be  entirely  local ;  and  the  parts  on  which 
they  are  feated  are,  after  death,  found  to 
be  affected  in  a  nmilar  manner. 

But  although,  in  the  latter  ftages  of 
Gonorrhoea,  in  which  opportunities  for  ex- 
amining the  ftate  of  the  parts  after  death 
chiefly  occur,  the  inflammation  is  found 
to  be  for  the  molt  part  inconflderable,  yet, 
in  the  commencement  of  the  difeafe,  the 
parts  are  often  highly  inflamed,  particu- 
larly when  thofe  about  the  neck  of  the 
bladder  are  affected.  This  is  obvious  from 
the  fymptoms ,  more  efpecially  from  the 
violent  pain  which  always  takes  place,,  as 
well  as  from  the  antiphlogistic  remedies 
employed  for  the  cure  of  the  difeafe. 
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SECTION  II. 

Of  the  Prognofis  in  Gonorrhoea  Virulenta. 

IN  every  difeafe,  it  is  of  importance  for- 
practitioners  to  be  able  to  fay  at  what 
time  and  in  what  manner  it  will  end.  In 
none  is  this  kind  of  information  more  anxi- 
oufly  defired  than  in  Gonorrhoea.  The 
hopes  and  fears  of  patients  lead  them 
equally  to  wilh  for  it  3  but,  from  various 
caufes,  and  more  particularly  from  want 
of  attention  to  the  exact  lite  of  the  difeafe, 
the  duration  of  Gonorrhoea  has  always 
been  a  matter  of  much  uncertainty. 

I  have  obferved  above,  that  four  diffe- 
rent fet  of  parts  are  found  on  dilfe&ion 
to  be  the  feat  of  Gonorrhoea.  When  the 
difcharge  proceeds  from  the  parts  near  to 
the  extremity  of  the  penis,  as  happens  .in 
a  great  proportion  of  cafes,  there  is  for 
the  moft  part,  much  caufe  to  hope  that  a 
Vol.  I.  F  cure 
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cure  will  foon  be  obtained.  In  fuch  in- 
fiances';  when  the  patient  is  otherwiie  in 
good  health,  and  does  not  interrupt  the 
progrefs  of  the  cure  by  improper  conduclr 
the  difeafe  will  not  commonly  endure  a 
fortnight.  Nay,  in  fuch  circumftances  a 
cure  is  often  obtained  in  two  or  three 
days  :  but,  whenever  the  upper  part  of  the 
urethra  is  afTecled,  particularly  when  the 
proftate  gland  and  other  parts  about  the 
neck  of  the  bladder  are  difeafed,  the  run- 
ning, in  almoft  every  inftance,  proves  ob- 
it mate.  Even  our  moil  powerful  reme- 
dies in  other  cafes  of  clap  are  here  doubt- 
ful in  their  effects.  Hence  no  certain 
opinion  can  be  formed  of  the  event  of  the 
difeafe. 

When  thefe  deep-feated  parts  are  affec- 
ted, Gonorrhoea  proves  always  tedious 
whatever  the  habit  of  body  may  be ;  par- 
ticularly if  the  conftitution  is  affecled 
with  fcrophula  :  In  fcrophulous  patients, 
indeed,  even  the  mod  fimple  cafe  of  clap 
is  apt  to  become  obftmate ;  of  which  I 
have  met  with  fuch  a  number  of  inftances, 

that 
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that  wherever  the  .two  are  combined,  I  al- 
ways give  a  guarded  prognofis  of  the  time 
neceiTary  for  a  cure.  The  difeafe  is  no 
doubt  in  fome  inftances  eafdy  cured,  even 
iii  patients  of  this  description ;  but,  for 
the  molt  part,  the  difcharge  goes  on  for 
a  great  length  of  time,  and  refills,  for  a 
longer  period  than  ufual,  the  efTecl:  of 
every  remedy  we  employ  to  remove  it. 

This  uncertainty  that  we  frequently 
meet  with  in  the  treatment  of  Gonorrhoea, 
and  the  great  length  of  time  to  which  the 
difcharge,  in  fome  inftances  goes  on,  to- 
gether with  the  many  untoward  and  un- 
expected occurrences  which  often  happen 
during  the  cure,  tend  altogether  to  r?nder 
this  branch  of  practice  the  molt  diltrefs- 
ful  of  any  in  the  province  of  medicine. 
In  a  great  proportion  of  cafes  a  cure  with 
proper  treatment  is  eafily  and  fpeedily 
obtained  ;  but  every  candid  practitioner 
will  admit,  that  cafes  often  occur,  in  which 
the  difcharge   continues  obftinate  for  a 
great  length  of  time,  even  under  the  ufe 
of  the  molt  powerful  remedies  with  which 
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we  are  acquainted.  But,  by  diftinguifh- 
ing  between  one  ft  age  of  the  difeafe  and 
another,  and  thus  giving  an  opinion  to 
patients  of  the  probable  event  of  it,  prac- 
titioners would  avoid  a  good  deal  of  em- 
baraffinent  which  they  often  experience 
from  giving  \{o  mdifcriminately  as  they 
commonly  do>  a  favourable  prognofis  at 
the  commencement  of  every  cafe  that  oc- 
curs to  them.. 

In  forming  a  prognofis,  it  ought  always 
to  be  kept  in  view,  that  however  mild 
the  fymptoms  may  be  at  fir  ft,  they  may 
very  quickly  and  unexpectedly  become 
fevere,  by  the  difeafe  proceeding  from  one 
part  of  the  urethra  to  another,  or  even  by 
the  inflammation  in  the  part  which  was 
at  firft  affected  becoming  more  fevere. 
This  arifes  from  various  caufes.,  and  often 
from  cireumftanees  which  it  is  not  in  the 
power  of  practitioners  to  prevent.  It 
fometimes  occurs,  indeed,  from  the  ufe. 
of  improper  remedies particularly  from 
acrid,  injections  being  ufed  with  too  much 
freedom  j  but  it  happens  much  more  fre- 
quently 
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quently  from  other  caufes,  particularly 
from  the  tendency  which  inflammation  in 
■one  part  of  a  membrane  has  to  fpread  itfelf 
over  the  whole  of  it :  as  well  as  to  the  mif- 
conduct  of  patients,  who,  inftead  cf  living 
as  they  ought  to  do,  very  commonly  go 
on,  during  the  cure,  in  the  fame  courfe  of. 
Tiot  and  debauchery  by  which  they  were 
at  firft  expofed  to  infection.  Some  pa- 
tients, even  under  fuch  eireumftances,  will 
110  doubt  get  well ;  but  there  is  not  a 
more  undoubted  fad:  "than  this,  that  the 
cure  of  the  difeafe  is  for  the  mo  ft  part 
"both  difficult  and  uncertain,  where  the 
patient  lives  in  a  riotous  and  intemperate 
manner. 
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SECTION  III. 

General  Obfervatlons  on  the  Cure  of  Gonor- 
rhoea Virulenta, 

Gonorrhoea,  as  I  have  obferved  a- 
bove,  was  never,  till  of  late,  confidered 
as  a  local  difeafe.  It  was  fuppofed  at  all 
times  to  afFecl:  the  conftkution,  fo  that  a 
cure  was  never  attempted  but  by  remedies 
which  operate  upon  the  fyftem  at  large. 

For  a  confiderable  time  mercury  was 
chiefly  relied  upon.  It  was  employed  on 
the  fuppofition  of  Gonorrhoea  being  a 
fymptom  of  Lues  Venerea  ;  but  experU 
ence  having  fhewn  that  no  advantage  was 
derived  from  mercury  by  itfelf,  other  re- 
medies were  employed  along  with  it. 
Thefe  conlifted  chiefly  of  demulcents, 
evacuants,  and  aftringents. 

By  a  plentiful  ufc  of  mucilagenous 
drinks,  and  other  demujeents,  it  was  meant 

to 
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to  Iheath  the  bladder  and  urethra  more 
effectually  from  the  acrimony  of  the  urine, 
and  at  the  fame  time  to  render  the  urine 
itfelf  lefs  acrid.    Purgatives  were  employ- 
ed for  the  purpofe  of  carrying-  off  the 
morbid  matter  of  the  difeafe,  and  nitre 
and  other  remedies  were  given  with  a  fimi- 
lar  intention  5  and  laftly,  as  the  running- 
was  feldom  lellened  by  the  ufe  of  any  of 
thefe,  but,  on  the  contrary,  being  frequent- 
ly  increafed  during  the  ufe   of  them, 
bark,  aftringent  baltams,  and  other  corro- 
berants,  were  preicribed  for  putting  a  flop 
to  it.    In  fome  cafes  mercury  was  conti- 
nued during  the  whole  courfe  ;  in  others 
it  was  left  off  at  the  time  of  entering  up- 
on the  ufe  of  aftringents. 
m  As  this  treatment  of  Gonorrhoea  pre- 
vailed, even  at  a  late  period,  when  every 
other  part  of  the  practice  of  medicine  was 
greatly  improved,  we  are  aftonifhed  to 
meet  with  fuch  deficiency  as  it  evinces, 
in  the  management  of  a  difeafe  which  ne- 
ceffarily  fell  frequently  under  obfervation. 
If  patients  had  been  left  to  themfelves, 

F  4  without 
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without  any  interference  on  the  part  of 
practitioners,  the  difeafe  would  often  in 
the  courfe  of  time  have  difappeared  of  it- 
felf,  and  without  any  injury  being  done  to. 
the  constitution;  for  afimple  clap  we  know 
will  often  dry  up  whether  any  remedies 
are  employed  or  not :  but,  by  a  free  ufe  of 
ftrong  purgatives,  and  efpecially  when  this 
was  conjoined  with  a  low  diet  and  a  courfe 
of  mercury,  the  conftitution  was  fo  much 
debilitated  that  this  alone  rendered  almoft 
every  cafe  that  occurred  exceedingly  ob^ 
ftinate :  hence  Gonorrhoea  was  confider- 
ed  as  the  raoft  diftrefsful,  as  well  as  one 
of  the  mp|t  dangerous  difeafes  to  which 
the  human  body  was  liable.  Lues  Vene- 
rea was,  for  the  moft  part,  eafily  cured  by 
mercury  ;  but  no  advantage  was  derived 
from.it  in  Gonorrhoea :  the  difeafe  ufually 
proved  exceedingly  obflinate,  and  was  apt 
to  terminate  either  in  gleet  or  in  obstruc- 
tions of  the  urethra. 

It  foon  appeared  to  practitioners  of  ob- 
fervation,  that  the  medicines  employed  for 
Gonorrhoea,  inftcad  of  proving  uieful,  ra- 
ther 
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ther  did  harm  j  but  the  period  was  not 
yet  arrived  in  which  a  more  effectual  re- 
medy was  to  be  propofed.  Some,  how- 
ever, went  fo  far  as  to  fay  that  medicines- 
of  every  kind  might  be  avoided,  as  they 
had  found,  from  experience,  that  the  dif- 
eafe  went  off  both  more  eaiily  and  more 
quickly  when  left  to  itfelf,  than  it  com- 
monly did  with  the  remedies  which  at 
that  time  were  univerfally  ufed  for  it. 
A  low  diet,  mercury,  and  evacuants  of 
different  kinds,  did  much  harm,  as  I  have 
already  obferved,  by  inducing  fuch  a  de- 
gree of  debility  and  relaxation  as  materi- 
ally affe&ed  the  conftitution ;  and  the 
draftic  purgatives,  of  which  large  dozes 
were  given  daily,  proved  highly  prejudi- 
cial, by  the  irritation  which  they  excited 
in  all  the  parts  contiguous  to  the  re&um: 
In  fome  ftages  of  Gonorrhoea  ftrong  pur- 
gatives never  fail  to  increafe  the  pain ;  to 
excite  a  more  frequent  defire  to  pafs  wa- 
ter ;  and  to  increafe  the  difcharge  :  nay, 
I  have  known  various  inftances  of  a  return 
of  all  the  fymptoms  of  Gonorrhoea  being 

induced 
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induced  by  the  operation  of  a  brifk  purga- 
tive long  after  the  patient  confidered  his 
cure  as  complete. 

W e  need  not  therefore  be  furprifed  at 
the  propofal  for  laying  all  remedies  of 
fuch  violent  operation  entirely  afide  ;  and 
it  mud  be  admitted  that  a  cure  would 
often  take  place,  that  is,  the  running  would 
difappear,  together  with  all  the  fymptoms 
which  attend  it,  without  the  aid  of  medi- 
cine. This  would  frequently  happen  in 
mild  cafes  of  the  difeafe  ;  where  the  pa- 
tient was  ponefled  of  a  healthy  confuta- 
tion ;  and  the  running  not  kept  up  by  any 
act  of  impropriety  on  his  part.  The  run- 
ning would  difappear  here,  as  happens  in 
corryza  and  other  inftances  of  matter  pro- 
ceeding from  an  inflamed  furface,  whe- 
ther any  remedies  mould  be  employed  or 
not:  but  it  would  feldom  be  the  cafe  where 
the  fymptoms  were  fevere,  nor  where  the 
patient  did  not  live  in  every  refpect  as  he 
ought  to  do.  In  all  fuch  cafes  the  cure 
would  prove  tedious  and  uncertain,  and 

the 
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the  conftitution  would  frequently  be  ruin- 
ed in  the  attempt. 

When  this  mode  of  cure  was  propofed, 
an  opinion  prevailed  that  the  difcharge 
was  kept  up  by  fome  general  affe&ion  of 
the  conftitution,  and  that  nothing  there- 
fore could  be  fo  fafe  or  fo  proper  as  to  al- 
low it  to  continue  as  long  as  any  part  of  the 
morbific  matter  remained,  by  which  it  was 
fuppofecl  to  be  produced.  At  that  time  it 
was  admitted  by  all,  that  Gonorrhoea  was 
of  the  fame  nature  with  Lues  Venerea. 
Chancres,  as  well  as  other  venereal  fores, 
were  kept  open  till  a  cure  was  obtained  by 
the  internal  ufe  of  mercury.  An  erro- 
neous idea  prevailed  of  fome  advantage 
being  derived  from  the  difcharge  which 
they  produced ;  and  hence,  even  by  thofe 
who  faw  clearly  that  no  benefit  was  ob- 
tained from  mercury  in  Gonorrhoea,  it 
was  ftill  confidered  as  the  beft  practice,  to 
allow  the  difeafe,  as  they  faid,  to  difcharge 
itfelf  in  this  manner. 

Even  granting  that  the  matter  of  Go- 
norrhoea were  the  fame  with  that  of  Lues 

Venerea, 


j6       General  Obfervations  on  the    Ch.  II. 

'Venerea,  there  is  no  caufe  to  imagine  that 
any  advantage  would  enfue  from  this  prac- 
tice ;  for  we  know  that  venereal  fores  are 
never  cured  by  the  quantity  of  difcharge 
which  they  afford  :  but  we  now  have  no 
reafon  to  doubt  of  the  two  difeafes  being 
perfectly  different.  A  practice,  therefore, 
which  at  one  period  might  have  been 
judged  proper  in  one  difeafe,  would  now 
be  inapplicable  in  the  other  5  and  hence 
it  has  very  generally,  been  laid  afide,  al- 
though not  yet  given  up  by  fome  indivi- 
duals. 

From  the  obfervations  which  I  had  oc- 
cafion  to  make  in  the  laft  chapter,  as  well 
as  from  other  circumftances,  few  will  now 
doubt,  that  the  matter  of  Gonorrhoea,- pro- 
ceeding in  moft  instances  from  an  inflam- 
ed ftate  of  the  membrane  of  the  urethra 
and  contiguous  parts,  gives  a  local  affec- 
tion only,  without  beingsproduciivc  of  any 
g-eneral  difeafe  of  the  conftitution.  From 
this  view  of  the  fubject,  we  have  no  reafon 
to  expect  advantage  from  remedies  applied 
to  the  fyftem  at  large,  while  it  is  obvious 

that 
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that  local  remedies  only  can  prove  ufefuL 
In  the  treatment  of  a  fimple  fore,  of  a  cut, 
a  burn,  or  excoriations  from  any  caufe 
whatever,  we  would  not  furely  expect  to 
fucceed  by  mercury,  purgatives,  or  other 
medicines  directed  to  the  conflitution.  In 
all  fuch  circumftances  we  truft  entirely 
to  local  remedies,  unlefs  the  prefence  of 
fever,  or  fome  other  general  affection,  ren- 
der a  different  treatment  necelfary.  For 
the  fame  reafon  we  ought,  in  Gonorrhoea, 
to  depend  entirely  upon  fuch  remedies  as 
act  chiefly  upon  the  parts  affected  ;  no 
others  being  necefTary  if  it  be  not  occa- 
fional  blood-letting,  and  other  evacua- 
tions, when  fever,  plethora,  or  much  in- 
flammation take  place. 

In  local  affections  of  other  parts  our  re- 
medies are  eafily  and  directly  applied  :  in 
the  urethra  fome  nicety  and  attention  is 
neceffary,  not  only  in  the  mode  of  apply- 
ing them  to  the  difeafed  parts,  but  in 
paging  of  the  period  of  the  difeafe,  or 
rather  of  the  11  ate  of  the  parts  to  which 
they  are. to  be  applied  :  in  other  lituations 

thefe 
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thefe  circumftances  fall  dire&ly  under 
view,  and  we  judge  from  appearances  of 
the  propriety  of  applying  one  remedy  or 
another.  In  the  urethra  we  are  directed 
entirely  by  -the  fymptoms,  and  we  judge 
from  thefe,  of  the  remedies  to  be  employ- 
ed, as  well  as  of  the.  parts  to  which  they 
are  to  be  applied  being  in  a  fit  ftate  for 
receiving  them  or  not. 

If  the  fame  parts  were  always  affected 
in  Gonorrhoea,  we  might,  in  every  in- 
fbance,  proceed  without  helitation  in  the 
conduct  of  the  cure;  but,  although  the 
matter  in  the  commencement  of  the  dil- 
eafe  proceeds  perhaps  always  from  fome 
degree  of  inflammation,  yet,  in  fome  in- 
flances,  parts  are  affected  with  inflamma- 
tion, to  which  it  would  be  improper,  and 
even  hazardous,  to  apply  the  fame  reme- 
dies which,  in  a  great  proportion  of  cafes, 
are  ufed  with  much  fafety  and  advantage. 

We  fliall  afterwards  have  occafion  to 
fhew  that,  in  certain  circumftances  of  Go- 
norrhoea, bougies  may  be  ufed  with  much 
benefit;  but,  for  the  mod  part,  we  de- 
pend 
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pend  entirely  upon  injections,  and  chiefly 
upon  fuch  as  are  of  a  drying  aftringent 
nature.  Now  it  is  obvious,  that  although 
we  may  with  fafety  apply  an  aftringent 
folution  to  an  inflamed  furface,  as  happens 
iaily,  where  the  membrane  of  the  urethra 
Dnly  is  affected,  yet  that  much  rifk  might 
enfue  from  the  fame  folution  being  ap- 
plied to  the  duds  of  inflamed  glands  :  in 
the  one  cafe  the  difcharge  produced  by 
the  inflammation  will  be  leilened  and  foon 
removed,  and  the  inflammation  itfelf  will 
fubfide ;  while,  in  the  other,  by  a  fudden 
flop  being  put  to  the  difcharge  of  a  gland 
already  in  a  (late  of  increafed  irritability, 
more  inflammation  would  be  excited,  the 
parts  affected  would  fwell  and  become 
painful,  and  at  laft  the  difcharge  would 
burft  forth  with  redoubled  violence. 

That  this  frequently  happens  in  the 
courfe  of  bufinefs  every  practitioner  of 
candour  will  admit  :  nay,  almoft  every 
patient  who  has  been  liable  to  fcvere  de- 
grees of  Gonorrhoea,  muft  have  have  met 
with  it:  For  a  day  or  two  the  running 
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will  often  difappear,  and  the  patient  con- 
fiders  the  cure  as  complete,  when,  after 
fome  degree  of  tenfion  and  uneafmefs 
along  the  greateft  part  of  the  penis,  parti- 
cularly in  the  perineum,  the  difcharge  re- 
curs as  before,  with  every  appearance  of 
a  recent  infe&ion. 

Many  who  condemn  the  ufe  of  injec- 
tions in  Gonorrhoea,  do  it  upon  the  fup- 
pofition  of  this  being  one  of  the  inconve- 
niences which  they  produce  \  but  we  mall 
prefently  have  occafion  to  fee  that  this  is 
by  no  means  the  cafe,  and  that  it  pro- 
ceeds entirely  from  a  mifapplication  of 
the  remedy 5  from  ufing  it  in  a  ftate  of 
the  difeafe  for  which  it  is  improper;  and 
not  from  the  remedy  itfelf  being  of  a  ha- 
zardous nature. 

This  lfeads  us  to  revert  to  the  necef- 
fity  of  diftinguiming  between  one  ftate 
of  Gonorrhoea  and  another.  In  the  de- 
fcription  of  the  fymptoms,  I  remarked 
that  they  are  evidently  diftinguimable 
into  four  fets,  indicating  four  Hates  or 
ftages  of  the  difeafe  ;  and  as  it  is  a  point 

of 
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of  much  importance  in  practice  to  have 
the  different  ftages  clearly  marked,  I  fhall 
now  proceed  to  treat  of  them  in  feparate 
fections. 


SECTION  IV. 

Of  the  F'wft  Stage  of  Gonorrhoeai 


IN  the  firft  ftage  of  Gonorrhoea  the 
fymptoms  are  always  moderate.  The 
extremity  of  the  urethra  appears  red,  fully 
and  fomewhat  prominent.  The  glans  be- 
comes tender  and  irritable,  and  ardor 
urinse  take  place  in  a  lefTer  or  greater  de- 
gree, according  to  the  extent  of  the  in- 
flammation. The  heat  of  urine  is  feldom 
confiderable  ;  but,  in  fome  inftanees,  even 
in  this  ftage  of  the  difeafe,  it  is  fo  fe- 
vere  as  to  excite  a  good  deal  of  uneafi- 
nefs.  Chordee  fdmetimes  occurs,  but  fel- 
dom in  any  conliderable  degree. 

Vol.  h  G  ,  In 
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In  the  hiftory  of  the  difeafe  we  have 
feen,  that  the  membrane  of  the  urethra 
alone  is  affected  in  this  ftage  of  it,  the 
inflammation  by  which  the  difcharge  is 
produced  not  extending  to  any  other  part. 

We  judge  this  to  be  the  cafe  when 
thofe'  fymptoms  only  appear  which  have 
juft  been  enumerated}  when  no  glandular 
fwellings  are  difcovered  along  the  courfe 
of  the  urethra,  and  particularly  when  the 
difcharge  proceeds  from  within  an  inch, 
or  an  inch  and  a  half  of  the  extremity  o£ 

that  canal. 

This  circumftance  of  the  difcharge  an- 
ting from  the  extremity  of  the  urethra, 
is  at  all  times  a  proof  of  the  inflamma- 
tion not  having  advanced  farther  than  to 
conftitute  what  1  have  denominated  the 
fir  ft  ftage  of  the  difeafe.  No  glandular 
fwellings  are  ever  difcovered  while  the 
running  proceeds  from  thefe  parts ;  and, 
on  diiTection  after  death,  the  membrane 
of  the  urethra  alone  is  found  inflamed  : 
but,  in  fome  inftances,  the  difcharge  pro- 
ceeds even  from  the  fuperior  parts  of  the 
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urethra,  while  none  of  the  contiguous 
glands  are  affected.  This  I  confider  as 
conftituting  the  firft  ftage  of  the  difeafe, 
equally  as  when  the  extremity  of  the  ure- 
thra is  alone  affected.  The  fymptoms  are 
not  more  violent  in  the  one  than  in  the 
other,  and  the  method  of  cure  is  the  fame 
in  both.  I  muft  however  admit,  that  we 
do  not  frequently  meet  with  this ;  for, 
where  the  upper  part  of  the  urethra  is  af- 
fected, the  inflammation  is  apt  to  fpread 
to  the  contiguous  glands,  where  it  com- 
monly terminates  in  the  fecond,  third,  or 
perhaps  in  the  fourth  ftage  of  the  difeafe. 

We  afcertain  the  place  in  the  urethra 
from  whence  matter  is  difcharged,  not 
merely  from  the  height  to  which  the  pain 
or  unealinefs  with  which  it  is  accompani- 
ed may  extend,  for  this-  proves  often  an 
equivocal  mark  of  diftinction ;  but  from 
compreffing  the  paflage  at  any  given  fpot, 
and  prelling  out  all  the  matter  between  it 
and  the  end  of  the  urethra  ;  after  which, 
if  more  matter  can  be  brought  down  on 
the  prefiiire  being  removed,  we  are  fure 
G  2  that 
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that  it  mufl  come  from  a  greater  height, 
and  by  proceeding  in  a  gradual  manner 
upwards,  we  may  thus  difcover  almoft  the 
exacl:  fpot  from  whence  the  difcharge  has 
arifen  :  Hereafter  it  will  appear  that  our 
being  able  to  do  fo  is  of  importance  in 
the  conduct  of  the  cure. 

From  what  has  been  faid  it  will  appear, 
that  the  discharge  in  this  ftage  of  the  dif- 
eafe  proceeds  altogether  from  inflamma- 
tion of  the  membrane  of  the  urethra, 
without  any  affection  of  the  glands  which 
open  into  it  5  and  in  the  removal  of  this 
the  cure  of  the  difeafe  in  a  great  meafure 
coniifts. 

Where  the  inflammation  is  conftderable^ 
as  we  judge  it  to  be  when  the  ardor  urinae 
is  fevere,  it  may  be  proper,  if  jthe  patient 
is  of  a  full  habit  of  body,  to  prefcribe 
blood-letting,  a  dofe  or  two  of  any  gentle 
laxative,  and  a  low  cooling  diet.  At  the 
fame  time  violent  exercife  of  every  kind 
mould  be  avoided,  particularly  riding  on 
hdrfeback. 

Inflammation,  however,  in  this  ftage  of 
the  difeafe,  is  feldom  fo  confiderable  as  to 
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render  blood-letting  neceflary  :  in  ordi- 
nary cafes  we  now  truft  entirely  to  injec- 
tions, and  in  all  periods  of  the  difcharge 
I  ufe  them  with  equal  freedom.  Even 
where  blood-letting,  and  a  ftrict  attention 
to  an  antiphilogiftic  regimen  is  neceflary, 
I  feldom  avoid  an  immediate  and  early 
ufe  of  injections. 

Thofe  who  are  not  in  the  daily  practice 
of  ufing  them,  are  afraid  of  this  free  ufe 
of  injections  :  fome,  indeed,  never  employ 
them,  from  the  prejudice  which  ftill  re- 
mains againft  them  among  all  the  older 
practitioners ;  while  others  admit  that  they 
may  be  ufed  with  fafety  and  advantage  in 
the  latter  period  of  the  difeafe,  but  never 
in  the  beginning,  or  while  much  inflam- 
mation continues. 

This,  however,  is  a  timidity  that  will 
foon  vanilh  with  all  who  venture  upon  a 
more  general  ufe  of  them.  They  will 
find,  that  injections  of  a  fufEcient  degree 
of  aftringency  for  removing  the  difcharge, 
may  in  this  ftate  cf  Gonorrhoea  be  em- 
ployed with  fafety,  even  in  the  com- 
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mencement  of  the  difeafc,  and  whether 
the  inflammation  is  mild  or  fevere. 

An  idea  is  ft  111 ,  indeed,  entertained  by 
many,  that  the  difcharge  mould  not  be  flop  • 
ped  till  fome  of  the  virulency  by  which  it 
was  produced  is  carried  off;  and  hence 
they  object,  as  I  have  juft  obferved,  to  the 
early  ufe  of  injections.  But,  as  we  have 
feen  that  Gonorrhoea  is  a  local  affection, 
and  as  we  know  that  in  other  parts  of  the 
body  local  inflammation  may  at  all  times 
he  removed  with  fafety,  nay,  that  it  is  the 
belt  practice  to  attempt  it,  we  might  from 
this  alone  infer,  that  it  would  be  equally 
proper  here.  But  independent  of  this,  I 
can  with  confidence  affert,  and  all  who  em- 
ploy injections  freely  will  do  fo,  that  they 
may  in  this  ftage  of  Gonorrhoea  be  ufed 
at  all  times,  and  with  more  certainty  of 
proving  fuccefsful  the  more  early  they  are 
applied.  Of  this  I  am  fo  clearly  convin- 
ced, that  I  would  advife  all  who  have  it 
in  their  power,  to  employ  injections  in- 
ftantly  on  the  difcharge  taking  place. 
They  commonly,  indeed,  prove  ufeful  at 
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whatever  period  they  are  applied  \  but  I 
have  uniformly  found  that  they  act  more 
quickly  in  the  commencement  of  the  dif- 
eafe  than  in  the  later  ftages  of  it. 

While  different  opinions  prevail  of  the 
raoft  proper  period  of  the  difeafe  for  ufmg 
injections,  practitioners  alfo  entertain  dif- 
ferent ideas  of  the  kind  of  injections  beft 
calculated  for  the  periods  in  which  they 
are  employed.  In  the  commencement 
of  Gonorrhoea,  and  at  all  times  when 
much  pain  takes  place,  it  is  the  opinion  of 
many  that  emollient  injections  only  mould 
be  ufed,  fuch  as  warm  oil,  emulfions  of  al- 
monds, and  infufions  of  althea,  and  lint- 
feed  :  but  in  this  there  appears  to  be  fome 
miftake  ;  I  can  decidedly  fay  from  ha- 
ving often  experienced  the  inefHcacy  of 
the  practice. 

When  1  firft  entered  upon  bufinefs,  it 
was  the  opinion  of  many  who  ufed  injec- 
tions^with  freedom,  that  thofe  of  the  e- 
mollient  kind  ought  alone  to  be  advifed, 
while  much  heat  of  urine,  or  any  confi.- 
derable  degree  of  inflammation  continued. 
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Injections  of  this  defcription,  they  fup- 
pofed,  would  fheath  arid  protect  the  ure- 
thra from  the  acrimony  of  the  urine,  and 
on  the  inflammation  fubfiding,  they  con- 
ceived that  thefe  of  an  aftringent  nature 
might  be  ufed  with  lafety.  The  opinion 
was  plauflble,  and  fupported  by  fome  of 
our  beft  practitioners  :  I  was  therefore  in- 
duced, along  with  others,  to  go  into  it, 
but  it  foon  appeared  that  no  advantage 
was  to  be  derived  from  it :  on  the  con- 
trary, it  was  evidently  the  caufe  of  much 
diftrefs?  by.  rendering  the  cure  of  Gonor- 
rhoea much  more  tedious  than  it  other- 
wife  might  have  been;  for  injections  of 
the  emollient  kind  never  tend  to  fhorten 
the  continuance  of  the  difcharge,  and  of- 
ten render  it  more  fixed  and  permanent, 
by  relaxing  the  parts  from  whence  it  pro-- 
ceeds. 

Neither  are  emollient  injections  necef- 
fary  as  preparatives  to  thofe  of  the  aftrin- 
gent  kind  :  in  this  conviction  I  have  for 
many  years  paft  laid  them  altogether  a- 
\\de,  during  which  period  I  have  ufed  none 
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but  fiich  as  are  evidently  aftringent ;  anoj,, 
although  I  employ  them  with  much  free- 
dom, no  bad  effects  have  ever  enfued  from 
them. 

In  the  firft  ftage  of  Gonorrhoea,  aftrin- 
gent injections  may  be  ufed  with  fafety 
from  the  very  commencement  of  the  dis- 
charge, as  well  as  at  any  period  of  the 
difeafe,  whatever  the  degree  of  inflamma- 
tion may  be.  Inftead  of  increafing  the 
inflammation,  they  tend,  when  of  a  pro- 
per ftrength,  to  leffen  it ;  they  relieve 
more  immediately  than  any  other  reme- 
dy, the  ardor  urinae ;  and  they  commonly 
leffen  or  remove  the  difcharge  in  a  fhort 
fpace  of  time. 

Wherever  it  appears,  therefore,  that 
the  difcharge  proceeds  entirely  from  the 
membrane  of  the  urethra,  I  pay  no  regard 
to  the  length  of  its  duration ;  the  patient 
is  immediately  put  upon  the  ufe  of  injec- 
tions, and  no  harm  ever  enfues  from  it. 

There  is  only  one  fymptom  which,  in 
this  ftage  of  Gonorrhoea,  precludes  the 
immediate  ufe  of  injections,  pain  and  fwel- 

ling 
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^ng  of  one  or  of  both  teftes  :  a  perfeve- 
rance  in  the  ufe  of  injections  during  the 
continuance  of  this  fymptom  very  com- 
monly does  harm,  and  ought  not  therefore 
to  be  advifed  ;  not  that  they  tend  to  in- 
creafe  the  inflammation,  even  of  the  tertis ; 
but  by  removing  the  difcharge  from  the 
urethra,  they  deprive  us,  as  we  mall  af- 
terwards fee,  of  one  of  the  moil  effectual 
remedies  for  a  fwelled  tefticle  proceeding 
from  Gonorrhoea. 

A  variety  of  aflringent  injections  are 
employed  by  practitioners,  but  fome  pro- 
ving more  ufeful  than  others,  an  invefti- 
gation  of  this  part  of  our  fubject  appears 
to  be  necefTary. 

Almoft  every  liquid  pofTefTed  of  aftrin- 
gency,  will  leflen  the  difcharge.  Port 
wine,  and  claret,  duly  diluted,  fometimes 
anfwer.  I  have  often  fucceeded  with  a 
tea-fpoonful  of  brandy  added  to  half  an 
ounce  of  rofe  water  :  nay,  rofe  water  it- 
felf,  or  even  cold  water  directly  from  the 
fpring,  will  often  give  a  flop  to  the  dif- 
charge j  but,  for  the  molt  part,  the  effect 

of 
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of  thefe  is  merely  temporary.  In  flight 
affections,  indeed,  they  fometimes  com- 
plete the  cure,  but  in  general  we  are  un- 
der the  neceflity  of  employing  more 
powerful  aftringents. 

In  almofl  every  injection  firfl  employ- 
ed in  Gonorrhoea,  mercury,  in  one  form 
or  another,  was  an  ingredient.  It  was 
not,  however,  ufed  as  an  aftringent ;  for 
at  that  period  the  ufe  of  every  kind  of 
aftringent  would  have  been  judged  to  be 
hazardous.  Mercury  being  applied  in  this 
manner  directly  to  the  feat  of  the  difeafe, 
many  fuppofed  that  it  might  act  as  a  fpe- 
cific  in  the  cure  of  it.  But  although  I 
have  given  full  and  complete  trials  to 
mercurial  injections,  and  in  every  varie- 
ty of  form,  I  have  not  in  any  inftance, 
found  them  prove  more  effectual  than  o- 
ther  aftringents.  In  order  to  afcertain 
with  as  much  certainty  ^as  poflible  the 
point  to  which  I  allude,  I  have  re- 
peatedly made  it  the  fubject  of  experi- 
ment. Of  different  patients  in  Gonor- 
rhoea, all  nearly  diftreffed  with  limilar 
fymptoms,  fome  have  been  made  to  em- 
ploy 
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ploy  a  mixture  of  calomel  with  mucilage 
and  water ;  others  have  ufed  quickfilver 
didblved  in  mucilage,  while  fome  have 
at  the  fame  time  been  uling  injections  in 
which  mercury  did  not  enter  as  an  ingre- 
dient. 

I  admit  that  in  mofi  of  thefe  inftances 
mercury  proved  ufeful,  but  by  no  means 
in  fiich  a  degree  as  many  of  the  articles 
with  which  it  was  thus  put  upon  a  com- 
parative trial.  There  is  no  caufe,  there- 
fore, to  imagine,  that  it  acts  as  a  fpecific 
in  the  cure  of  Gonorrhoea. 

To  prevent  interruption  in  this  part  of 
the  work,  formulae  are  given  in  the  Ap- 
pendix to  this  volume,  of  all  the  prepa- 
rations that  I  wifh  to  recommend.  Of 
mercurial  aftringent  injections,  the  pre- 
fciptions,  No.  i,  2,  and  3.  are  perhaps  the 
heft  that  can  be  ufed. 

Calomel  ufed  in  injections  feems  to  act 
in  a  fimilar  manner  with  lapis  calamina- 
ris,  armenian  bole,  and  other  aftringent 
earths ;  not  by  any  fpecific  virtues  with 
Tvhich  they  are  endowed,  but  by  reftoring 
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tone  to  parts  weakened  by  the  difeafe.  It 
is  in  this  manner,  I  conclude,  that  all  of 
thefe  articles  ad:  in  the  cure  of  Gonor- 
rhoea; and  in  cafes  not  particularly  ob- 
ftinate,  they  very  commonly  prove  effec- 
tual. Lapis  calaminaris,  or  tutia  finely 
levigated,  fufpended  in  thin  mucilage, 
makes  a  very  fafe  and  ufeful  injection. 
No.  4th  and  5th  are  formulae  of  thefe  \  and 
No.  6th  is  a  prefcriptionof  a  gentleman  re- 
tired from  bufinefs,  who,  at  one  period, 
was  in  very  extenfive  practice  in  London, 
and  who  in  the  courfe  of  much  experi- 
ence in  the  cure  of  Gonorrhoea,  gave  the 
preference  to  this  over  all  others  that  he 
employed. 

Thefe  earths  poflefs  one  important  ad- 
vantage :  they  never  do  harm  in  whatever 
quantity  they  are  ufed.  If  levigated  with 
fufficient  care  and  attention,  they  may  be 
ufed  in  any  quantity  that  the  liquid  ia 
which  they  are  conveyd  can  be  made  to 
fufpend. 

Allum  diflblved  in  water  makes  a  fafe 
and  ufeful  injeclion.    It  proves  equally 

fafe, 
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lafe,  and  ftill  more  powerful,  when  con- 
joined with  a  decoction  of  oak  bark,  or  an 
infufion  of  galls,  for  which  pre fcri prions 
are  given  Ncs.  7th,  8th,  and  9th ;  and  in 
fome  cafes,  injections  with  calcined  allum 
have  anfwered  the  purpofe,  where  allum 
in  every  other  form  had  been  ufed  in  vain. 

Kino,  an  aftringent  lately  much  em- 
ployed in  Diarrhoea,  proves  alfo  an  ufeful 
ingredient  in  injections  for  Gonorrhoea. 
In  various  cafes  it  has  proved  fuccefsfuL 
where  other  articles  had  failed,  and  I  have 
not  obferved  that  it  ever  does  harm.  As 
it  is  not  very  foluble  in  water  it  becomes 
necefTary  to  fufpend  it  in  fine  powder,  by 
means  of  mucilage,  as  in  Nos.  10th  and 
nth. 

Opium  proves  often  an  ufeful  ingre- 
dient in  this  kind  of  injection;  and  as  it 
anfwers  equally  well  whether  much  pain 
takes  place  or  not,  I  conclude  that  it  does 
not  act  fo  much  as  a  fedative  as  it  does  as 
an  aftringent.  Nos.  12th  and  13th  are 
formula  of  injections  with  opium  alone, 
and  No.  20.  is  a  very  powerful  combination 
of  opium  with  camphire  and  white  vitriol. 

3  Some 
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Some  of  the  aftringent  balfams  properly- 
combined  with  water,  make  a  good  va- 
riety of  injection  for  Gonorrhoea,  particu- 
larly balfamum  canadenfe,  and  balfamum 
copaiba,  as  in  No.  14. 

Lead,  in  various  forms,  proves  highly 
ferviceable  in  thefe  injections.  CerufTe 
fufpended  in  mucilage  and  water  is  often 
employed  with  advantage  ;  but  acetum 
lythargyri,  and  faccharum  faturni,  now 
termed  ceruffa  acetata,  difTolved  in  water, 
are  chiefly  to  be  trurted.  Formulae  of  thefe 
are  given  in  Nos.  15th,  16th,  and  17th. 

Of  all  the  aftringent  injections,  however, 
which  I  have  ufed,  none  prove  fo  power- 
ful as  white  vitriol,  now  termed  vitrio- 
lated  zinc  diflblved  in  water.  In  the 
quantity  of  a  grain  and  half  or  two  - 
grains  to  an  ounce  of  water,  it  feldom 
creates  much  irritation,  and  it  does  not 
often  fail  in  this  variety  of  the  difeafe,  in 
which  alone  injections  ever  prove  mate- 
rially ufeful.  No.  1 8th  is  the  form  of  in- 
jection, which,  in  the  common  occurences 
of  daily  practice,  I  am  in  the,  habit  of 
ttfingj  and  No.  19th  is  a  combination  of 
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vitriol  and  acetum  lithargyri,  which,  in  a 
few  cafes,  I  have  found  to  anfwer  better 
than  either  of  them  have  done  feparately. 

Other  afiringents  might  be  enumerated, 
from  which  very  ufeful  injections  might 
be  prepared,  but  the  formulae  which  I 
have  given  contain  the  moil  powerful  of 
any  with  which  we  are  yet  acquainted. 
None  of  them  will  at  all  times  prove  fuc- 
cefsful ;  but  from  much  experience  of 
their  efficacy,  I  can  afTert,  that  in  this 
flage  of  the^difeafe,  injections  feldom  fail 
when  properly  managed  and  duly  pernft- 
ed  in. 

The  vitriolic  injection,  No.  19,  I  have 
mentioned  as  the  mofl  ufeful  formula  of 
any  \  but  it  will  fometimes  happen  that  a 
cafe  will  readily  yield  to  others  which  has 
long  refifted  this.  When  we  do  not,  there- 
fore, foon  fucceed  with  one  form  of  in- 
jection, we  ought,  without  lofs  of  time,  to 
have  recourfe  to  others,  by  which  we  with 
more  certainty  effect  our  purpofe,  than 
by  continuing  to  employ  the  fame  for  a 
long  time  together. 

In 
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In  all  the  formulae  that  I  have  given  of 
injections,  the  ingredients  are  in  fuch  pro- 
portions as  beft  fait  the  general  courfe  of 
buiinefs.    This  was  a  point  of  much  im- 
portance to  afcertain,  and  fo  far  as  my 
obfervation  goes,  I  have  done  fo ;  but 
cafes  will,  no  doubt,  from  time  to  time 
occur,  in  which  forne  variety  of  ftrength 
is  neceilary.    All  injections  mould  be  of 
fuch  a  ftrength  as  to  excite  fome  degree 
of  irritation  in  the  urethra,  but  by  no 
means  fo  ftrong  as  to  create  much  pain  : 
hence,  where  the  preparations  that  I  have 
mentioned  do  not  anfwer  the  purpofe, 
they  mould  be  made  ftronger  ;  and  when 
of  fuch  a  ftrength  as  to  excite  fevere  pain, 
they  mould  be  diluted. 

This,  I  may  remark,  is  an  object  that 
merits  much  attention;  for  while  it  is  ob- 
vious that  injections  muft  do  harm  when 
too  ftrong,  it  is  equally  certain,  that  little 
or  no  advantage  is  derived  from  them 
when  they  are  too  weak.  I  have  known 
a  cure  accomplifhed  in  three  days,  mere- 
ly by  making  an  injection  of  a  fufEcient 
Vol.  I.  H  ftrength, 
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ftrength,  where  the  difeafe  had  previouily 
gone  on  for  two  or  three  months  from  this 
being  overlooked :  I  confider  this,  in- 
deed, as  one  of  the  mo  ft  important  points 
in  the  treatment  of  Gonorrhoea ;  nor  does 
any  thing  diftinguifh  the  practitioner  of 
experience  with  more  certainty,  than  his 
being  able  to  adapt  the  ftrength  of  his  in- 
jections to  the  particular  circumftances 
of  every  cafe  that  falls  under  his  direc- 
tion. 

In  the  application  of  injections  two  cir- 
cumftances particularly  merit  attention, 
the  manner  of  throwing  them  up,  and 
the  frequency  of  ufing  them. 

They  may  be  thrown  up  either  with  a 
fmall  bag  of  refina  elaftica,  fitted  with  a. 
pipe,  or  with  a  common  fmall  fyringe  : 
whether  the  bag  or  fyringe  be  ufed,  the 
pipe  mould  be  perfectly  fmooth,  of  a  co- 
nical form,  not  above  half  an  inch  in 
length,  and  the  cone  of  fuch  a  thicknefs 
near  the  root,  as  not  to  allow  the  pipe  to 
pafs  above  a  quarter  of  an  inch  into  the 
urethra. 

The 
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The  bag  or  fyringe  being  filled  with  the 
injection,  and  the  patient  either  Handing, 
or  feated .with  bis  breech  over  the  fide  of 
a  chair,  fo  as  to  prevent  the  perineum, 
from  being  preiled  upon,  the  pipe,  when 
well  oiled,  mould  be  inferted  into  the  ure- 
thra, as  far  as  it  will,  go,  with  the  right- 
hand,  while,  with  the  left,  he  grafps  the 
penis,  and  pulls  it  forward  upon  the  pipe. 
The  inject  ion  mull  now  be  thrown  up  in 
fuch  a  manner  that  it  may  reach  the  far- 
theft  part  of  the  urethra  that  is  affected, 
but  not  with  fuch  force  as  to  excite  pain. 

When  the  diic barge  proceeds  from  near 
the  extremity  of  the  penis,  very  little 
force  is  requilite  j  hut  when  the  upper 
part  of  the  urethra  is  affected,  if  the  in- 
jection be  not  thrown  up  with  firmnefs,  it 
will  not  reach  the  feat  of  the  diieafe,  and 
hence  no  advantage  will  enfue  from  it. 
Previous,  therefore,  to  the  ufe  of  injec- 
tions, the  part  of  the  urethra  from  whence 
the  difcharge  proceeds,  mould  be  afcer- 
tained,  and  it  can  be  eafily  done  in  the 
manner  that  I  have  mentioned. 

H  2  In 
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In  ufing  injections,  fome  judge  it  proper 
to  prevent  them  from  palling  farther  in  the 
urethra  than  the  feat  of  the  difeafe  ;  left, 
by  forcing  the  matter  along  with  them, 
the  infection  mould  be  carried  to  parts 
which  otherwife  might  not  have  been  in- 
jured. For  this  purpofe  the  patient  is  de- 
fired  to  comprefs  the  urethra  with  the 
middle  finger  of  his  left-hand,  at  that 
point  to  which  it  is  meant  the  injection 
mould  go  ;  while  the  fyringe  or  elaftic 
bag  is  employed  for  throwing  it  up  in  the 
other.  But  although  there  is  ho  neceftity 
for  throwing  injections  farther  than  the 
feat  of  the  difeafe,  there  is  no  caufe  for 
this  anxiety  in  preventing  them.  It  does 
not  appear,  that  in  this  manner,  the  in- 
fection is  ever  communicated  from  one 
part  of  the  urethra  to  another  ;  at  leaft  I 
have  never  met  with  an  inftance  of  it, 
and  I  have  feldom  pointed  this  out  to  my 
patients  as  a  necefiary  piece  of  attention. 
While  it  does  hot,  therefore,  anfwer  any 
good  purpofe,  it  certainly  renders  it  more 
difficult  for  the  patient  to  throw  the  in- 
jection 
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jection  properly  up,  as  he  cannot  both 
make  preflure  upon  the  upper  part  of  the 
urethra,  and,  at  the  fame  time  manage 
the  fyringe  with  that  exactnefs  which  it 
requires. 

The  point,  however,  of  moft  importance 
in  the  ufe  of  injections  is,  the  frequency 
with  which  they  ihould  be  thrown  up it 
is  not  enough  that  we  difover  a  competi- 
tion that  will  accomplim  a  cure,  if  we  do 
not  ufe  it  with  that  frequency  which  the 
nature  of  the  difeafe  requires.  In  com- 
mon pra&ice  the  patient  is  defired  to  in- 
ject the  liquid  two  or  three  times  a-day  : 
this,  if  the  injection  be  of  a  proper  ftrength, 
will  in  courfe  of  time  prove  effe&ual; 
but  from  much  attention  to  the  fubject, 
I  am  convinced,  that  cures  would  be  more 
fpeedily  obtained  were  injections  more  fre- 
quently thrown  up.  Inftead  of  two  or 
three  times  a  day,  I  advife  them  to  be 
ufed  feven,  eight,  or  ten  times  daily  ;  by 
which,  the  cure  inftead  of  being  protract- 
ed for  feveral  weeks,  is  often  compleated 
in  as  many  days. 

H  3  This, 
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This,  I  muft  obferve,  is  a  point  of  fuch 
importance  in  the  cure  of  Gonorrhoea, 
that  nothing-  can  compenfate  the  neglect 
of  it.  The  inefiicacy  of  injections  is  fre- 
quently held  forth  as  an  important  objec- 
tion to  this  mode  of  treatment  ;  but,  for 
the  mort  part,  the  failure  of  injections  will 
be  found,  in  a  great  meafure,  to  depend  up- 
on the  caufe  to  which  I  allude :  Patients 
ought,  therefore,  to  be  urged  to  ufe  them,  at 
leaft  as  frequently  as  I  have  mentioned. 
When  indeed  the  difcharge  leffens,  or 
when  it  difappears  entirely,  there  is  no 
neceflity  for  ufing  them  frequently  \  but 
while  it  continues  undiminifhed,  the  more 
frequently  the  remedy  is  applied  to  the 
parts  from  whence  it  proceeds,  the  more 
quickly  will  it  be  removed. 

On  laying  injections  aiide,  even  after 
the  running  has  difappeared,  and  when 
there  is  therefore  caufe  to  fuppofe  that  a 
cure  is  obtained,  the  difcharge  often  re- 
turns, as  I  have  already  obferved,  with 
equal  feverity  as  at  firft,  either  from  ex- 
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cefs  in  wine,  or  over  exertion  in  bodily 
exercife.  In  fuch  circumftances  the  in- 
jections muft  again  be  employed,  and  ufed 
with  the  fame  frequency  as  before,  care 
beine;  taken  not  to  leave  them  off  till  fome 
time  after  the  running  has  difappeaied 
again. 

When  the  difcharge  returns  repeatedly, 
the  parts  from  whence  it  proceeds  become 
fo  weak  and  relaxed,  that  a  new  difeafe 
thereby  takes  place,  forming  a  variety  of 
what  in  general  is  termed  gleet.  This, 
however,  requires  remedies  of  a  different 
kind,  and  will  fall  to  be  confidered  in  a 
different  chapter. 

It  will  be  remarked,  that  excepting  in- 
jections, I  have  only  llightly  taken  notice 
of  any  other  remedies  :  This  I  have  pur- 
pofely  done,  from  a  full  convi&ion  of  the 
inefficacy  of  every  remedy  not  immediate- 
ly applied  to  the  urethra,  and  from  finding 
that  a  proper  ufe  of  injections  never  fails 
to  prove  fuccefsful  where  a  cure  by  any 
means  can  be  obtained. 

H  4  Where 
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Where  much  pain  and  inflammation 
take  plaee,  I  have  obferved  above  that 
fome  advantage  may  be  obtained  from 
blood-letting,  conjoined  with  ftricl:  atten- 
tion to  an  antiphlogiftic  regimen.   I  think 
it  right,  however,  to  fay,  that  few  cafes 
occur  in  which  this  becomes  neceffary. 
A  patient  under  Gonorrhoea  mould  live 
moderately,  but  not  upon  fuch  low  diet  as 
in  former  times  was  very  generally  pre- 
fetched,   He  mould  live  in  fuch  a  man- 
ner as  may  prevent   the  inflammatory 
fymptoms  from  becoming  fevere,  but  not 
fo  low  as  to  incur  the  rifk  of  inducing  re- 
laxation or  debility. 

The  circumftances  which  moll  particu- 
larly require  attention  are,  abstinence  from 
all  manner  of  connection  with  women, 
and  from  bodily  exertion,  fuch  as  much 
walking  and  riding  on  horfeback,  which 
more  efpecially  affect  the  parts  concerned 
in  this  difeafe. 

Where  no  injections  have  been  ufed, 
where  the  difeafe  is  either  left  entirely  to 
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nature,  or  treated  with  demulcents  and 
purgatives  only,  a  regular  progrefs  towards- 
amendment  is,  for  the  moft  part,  obferved 
in  the  difcharge.    The  matter  from  being 
thin,  and  of  a  greenifh  hue,  or  perhaps  of 
a  red  colour   from  being   tinged  with 
blood,  becomes  of  a  thicker  confidence, 
tough,  ropy,  and  of  a  white  or  yellow  co-  - 
lour:  but  where  injections  are  employed 
this  feldom  happens.   This  natural  prOcefs 
is  thereby  interrupted,  and  a  cure  often 
takes  place  without  any  change  being  per- 
ceived in  the  colour  or  confiftence  of  the 
difcharge. 

B  elides  the  ufual  fymptoms  of  this  ftage 
of  Gonorrhoea,  we  meet  with  others  which 
occafionally  take  place  in  every  fcage  of 
the  difeafe,  and  which,  fome  may  fuppofe, 
ought  to  have  been  particularly  noticed 
here,  fuch  as  chordee,  and  evacuation  of 
blood  from  the  urethra.    But  thefe  fymp- 
toms being  attended  with  circumfiances 
requiring  a  peculiarity  of  treatment  quite 
.inapplicable  in  the  ordinary  ftate  of  Go- 
lorrhcea,  and  being  all  of  thep  highly 

important, 
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important,  a  feparate  fection  will  be  al- 
lotted for  the  confide  rat  ion  of  each.  We 
fhall  now,  therefore,  proceed  to  confider 
the  fecond  ft  age  of  the  difeafe. 


SECTION  V. 

Of  the  Second  Stage  of  Gonorrhoea. 


IN  this  ftage  of  the  difeafe  all  the  fymp- 
toms  are  more  violent  than  in  the  firft. 
The  heat  of  urine  is  more  fevere  \  the 
whole  body  of  the  penis  becomes  tender, 
and  even  painful;  and  chordee  takes  place 
to  a  very  diftrefsful  degree.  The  matter 
difeharged  from  the  urethra  is  either  of 
an  ugly  green  colour,  or  deeply  tinged 
with  blood,  and  commonly  foetid.  On 
examination  it  is  found  to  proceed  from 
the  higher  parts  of  the  urethra,  generally 
from  about  the  middle  of  the  perineum, 
ftrhfeifc  the  patient  complains  of  a  final* 

pain 
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pain  upon  preflure,  and  where  one  or  more 
fmall  tumors  are  often  perceptible,  pro- 
duced by  the  inflammation  having  ex- 
tended to  Cowper's  glands. 

Although  the  fymptoms  of  the  firft  ftage 
of  Gonorrhoea  are  commonly  diftin&ly 
marked,  yet  they  frequently  proceed  to, 
and  terminate  in  one  of  the  other  ftages 
of  the  difeafe,  particularly  in  that  which 
we  are  now  considering.    This  happens 
from  the  inflammation  extending  along 
the  urethra,  either  from  the  matter  being 
more  than  ufually  acrid  ;  from  improper 
management  on  the  part  of  the  patient  ; 
from  the  imprudent  ufe  of  irritating  or 
very  aftringent  injections ;   or  from  the 
patient  being  of  a  habit  of  body  render- 
ing him  particularly  liable  to  be  acted  up- 
on by  caufes  apt  to  excite  inflammation. 

I  conclude  that  it  happens  moft  fre- 
quently from  the  firft  and  laft  of  thefe 
caufes,  or,  perhaps,  from  a  combination  of 
both \  for,  in  a  great  proportion  of  cafes, 
we  find  it  taking  place  almoft  from  the 
firft  day  on  which  the  running  was  per- 
ceived. 
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•ceived.    It  muft,  no  doubt,  have  fallen 
under  the  obfervation  of  every  practitioner 
that  this.,  as  well  as  the  third  and  fourth 
ftages  of  Gonorrhoea,  are  often  induced 
by  the  patient  living  in  a  ftate  of  riot. and 
debauchery  j  and,  in  fome  cafes,  by  the 
immoderate  ufe  of  irritating  injections.  But 
although  thefe  are  circumftances  which 
in  every  cafe  of  Gonorrhoea  mould  be  ri- 
gidly guarded  againft,  from  their  tending 
to  excite  one  of  the  moft  diftrefsful  com- 
plaints to  which  the  human  body  is  liable; 
yet,  from  what  I  have  mentioned,  I  am 
convinced,  that  the  worft  ftates  of  the 
difeafe  would  occafionally  occur,  notwith- 
standing of  the  moft  rigid  abftinence,  and 
of  all  that  could  be  done  either  on  the 
part  of  the  patient  or  furgeon  to  prevent 
them. 

As  the  practice  in  this  ftate  of  Gonor- 
rhoea is  different  from  what  I  have  advifed 
in  the  firft  ftage  of  it,  to  diftinguifti 
rightly  between  the  two  is. a  very  important 
part  of  the  practitioner's  duty.  In  the 
firft,  the  matter  is,  for  the  moft  part, 
ilifcliarged  from  within  an  inch  and  half 
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of  the  extremity  of  the  penis  5  and  where 
it  happens  to  extend  farther  up  the  ure- 
thra, although  the  ardor  urinas  may  be 
confiderable,  yet  the  pain  is  not  fo  fevere 
as  it  always  is  in  the  fecond  ftage  of  the 
difeafe.  In  this  lafl,  the  whole  body  of  the 
penis,  as  I  have  obferved  above,  is  tender 
and  painful ;  the  chordee  is  highly  dif- 
trefsful,  and  one  or  more  inequalities,  ac- 
companied with  pain  on  preffiire,  are  dis- 
covered in  the  perineum  :  whereas,  in  the 
former,  any  chordee  which  takes  place  is 
for  the  moft  part  moderate  \  the  pain  is 
never  confiderable,  if  it  be  not  when  the 
patient  is  palling  water,  and  no  hardnefs 
or  inequalities  are  perceived  in  the  peri- 
neum. 

It  is  here  proper  to  remark,  that  even 
in  the  fecond  ftageofthe  difeafe,  thefe 
glandular  tumefactions  in  the  perineum 
are  not  always  obvious  at  firft;  but  on 
preflure  with  the  ringers  they  are  eafily 
difcovered,  even  on  their  commencement ; 
and  on  longer  continuance  they  become 
perceptible,  not  only  to  the  touch  but  to 
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the  eye.  Whenever  the  chordee  is  fever  e-, 
the  whole  penis  acquires  much  preterna- 
tural firmnefs  and  tenfion,  particularly 
where  it  runs  along  the  perineum.  This, 
however,  is  very  different  from  the  glan- 
dular affections  to  which  I  allude  :  the  one; 
is  a  diffufed  fwelling,  extending  over  the 
whole,  or  a  considerable  part  of  the  penis  > 
it  does  not  continue  fixed  or  permanent, 
and  it  feems  to  depend  upon  a  morbid  ir- 
ritability in  the  mufcles  of  the  penis,  by 
which  they  are  eafily  excited  to  violent 
and  unequal  contractions.  The  others 
are,  at  firft,  fmall,  circumfcribed,  fwell- 
ings,  and  painful  to  the  touch:  they  do  not 
rife  and  fall  fpeedily,  and  they  remain 
more  or  lefs  permanent  according  as  the 
fymptoms  with  which  they  are  connected 
are  more  or  lefs  violent. 

Thefe  fwellings  proceed,  as  I  have  al- 
ready obferved,  from  an  inflamed  flate  of 
Cowper's  glands,  induced  by  the  inflam- 
mation extending  to  the  glands  tbemfelves 
along  their  ducts,  which  terminate  in  the 
urethra. 

In 
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As  inflammation  is  in  this  fituation  apt 
to  terminate  in  the  fame  manner  with 
high  degrees  of  inflammation  of  other 
parts,  in  the  formation  of  matter,  and  as 
this  is  apt  to  excite  the  moft  diftrefsfui 
confequences,  nothing  fhould  be  omitted: 
that  can  tend  to  prevent  it.  When  mat- 
ter forms  in  thefe  glands,  if  it  be  not  im- 
mediately difcharged  by-an  external  open- 
ing, it  is  very  apt  to  bur  ft  into  the  ure- 
thra, and  to  produce  a  difeharge,  which, 
in  fome  cafes,  does  not  terminate  but  with 
the  life  of  the  patient. 

On  the  firft  approach,  therefore,  of  this 
fecond  ftage  of  Gonorrhoea,  all  our  endea- 
vours mould  be  employed  to  remove  or 
leffen  the  inflammation.  If  the  patient  is 
plethoric  he  fhould  lofe  a  conliderable 
quantity  of  blood  with  the  lancet,  and  ten 
or  a  dozen  leeches  mould  .be  applied  to 
the  pained  part.  Whatever  his  habit  of 
body  may  be,  the  application  of  leeches 
fhould  not  be  omitted,  and  they  fhould  be 
repeated  once  and  again,  according  to 
their  effects,  and  to  the  degree  of  inflam- 
mation 
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mation  and  fwelling which  take  place;  fa- 
turnine  poultices  mould  be  applied  over 
the  part  affected  \  the  bowels  mould  be 
kept  open  with  gentle  laxatives,  and  the 
patient  fhould  be  put  upon  a  low  diet. 

If,  either  by  the  violence  of  the  inflam- 
mation, or  by  an  imprudent  ufe  of  aftrin- 
gent  injections,  a  Hop  has  been  put  to  the 
difcharge,  much  advantage  will  be  derived 
from  our  foliciting  a  return  of  it.  This, 
however,  muft  not  be  done  with  irritating 
applications,  fuch  as  bougees,  and  Simula- 
ting injections,  as  fome  have  advifed,  but 
it  may  be'attempted  with  fafety  by  throw- 
ing up,  from  time  to  time,  injections  of 
warm  oil  and  other  emollients,  fuch  as 
warm  decoctions  of  lintfeed  and  althea. 

But  although  we  find  from  experience 
that  much  harm  is  done  by  the  applica- 
tion of  ftimulants  directly  to  the  urethra, 
yet  we  know  that  they  may  be  applied  to 
the  fkin  both  with  fafety  and  advantage. 
Thus,  when  the  fwelling  does  not  foon  lef- 
fen  by  blood-letting,  and  the  other  reme- 
dies • 
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dies  that  I  have  mentioned,  I  have,  in  dif- 
ferent inftances,  derived  advantage  from 
the  application  of  blifters  to  the  parts  af- 
fe&ed  5  and  by  covering  the  bites  of  the 
leeches  with  adhefive  plafter,  this  may  be 
done  foon  after  they  have  been  applied. 
The  blifter  mould  be  made  to  cover  the 
whole  perineum. 

When  the  remedies  that  I  have  advifed 
are  timeoufly  and  properly  applied,  they 
do  not  often  fail  to  remove  the  inflam- 
mation •  but  when  this  is  not  accom- 
plished, and  when  the  tumours  proceed 
to  a  flate  of  fuppuration,  nature  mould 
be  as  much  as  poflible  aflifted  by  a  fre- 
quent and  free  ufe  of  emollient  poultices 
and  fomentations,  and  as  foon  as  a  fluctua- 
tion of  matter  is  difcovered,  it  fhould  be 
difcharged  by  making  an  opening  the  full 
length  of  the  tumour.  In  this  manner  a 
fore  will  be  produced  that  may  be  diffi- 
cult to  heal ;  but  if  the  habit  of  body  is 
found,  a  cure  will  be  obtained  at  la  ft,  and 
there  is  no  other  method  with  which  I  am 

Vol.  I.  I  acquainted 
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acquainted  that  will  fo  readily  prevent 
the  matter  from  burfting  into  the  urethra. 

When  this  unfortunate  circumftance 
takes  place,  of  matter  collected  in  one  or 
more  of  thefe  glands  rinding  accefs  to  the 
urethra,  fcarcely  any  advantage  is  to  be 
derived  from  art  in  the  manner  of  treat- 
ing it.  Injections,  as  I  had  occafion  to 
remark  in  the  lafl  feci: ion,  inftead  of  pro- 
ving ufeful,  rather  do  harm.  They  can- 
not reach  the  cavity  of  the  gland,  where 
alone  they  might  anfwer  a  good  purpofe, 
and  by  preventing  for  a  time  that  free  dif- 
charge  of  matter,  which,  in  every  abfcefs 
is  dehrable,  they  caufe  it  to  collect,  and 
alternately  burft  out,  in  greater  quantities 
than  before.. 

When  the  caufe  of  this  is  not  fufpe&ed, 
both  the  patient  and  practitioner  are  apt 
to  imagine  that  it  proceeds  from  the  fault 
of  the  injection  :  every  variety  of  the  re- 
medy is  therefore  employed,  but  nearly 
the  fame  effect  remits  from  all  of  them, 
and  the  patient,  after  being  teazed  and 
perplexed  for  a  great  length  of  time,  rinds 

himfelf 
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himfelf  in  no  degree  better  than  he  was  at 
firft* 

By  fome  practitioners  a  courfe  of  mer- 
cury is  advifed  in  this  ftate  of  the  difeafe, 
efpecially  frictions  with  mercurial  oint- 
ment on  the  perineum;  but  although  I 
have  often  known  it  fairly  and  complete- 
ly tried,  $  never  knew  any  advantage  de- 
rived from  it.  Neither  does  mercury  prove 
ufeful  in  the  fores  which  enfue  from  open- 
ing abfeeffes  in  the  perineum,  arihng  from 
Gonorrhoea.  On  the  idea  of  thefe  fores 
being  of  the  lame  nature  with  fuch  as  fuc- 
ceed  to  buboes  in  Lues  Venerea,  mercury 
is  commonly  prefcribed;  but  although  I 
have  known  it  repeatedly  ufed,  not  only 
for  the  cure  of  the  fores,  but  for  the  clif- 
cuffion  of  the  previous  tumefaction  of  the 
glands,  I  never  knew  any  advantage  remit 
from  it. 

All  that  in  fuch  circumflances  can  with 
propriety  be  done  is,  to  caufe  the  patient 
live  in  fuch  a  manner  as  will  molt  effec- 
tually brace  his  conftitution  ;  his  diet 
fhould  be  invigorating;  cold  bathing,  par- 

I  2  ticularlv 
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ticularly  in  the  fea,  proves  fometimes  ufe- 
ful,  and,  in  fome  inftances,  Jefuit's  bark  is 
given  with  advantage. 

In  no  period  of  this  ftage  of  Gonorrhoea 
are  injections  admiffible,  and  I  fufpect  that 
the  difcredit  into  which  injections  have 
fallen  with  many,  has  arifen  from  their 
being  employed  promifcuoufly  in  every 
flate  of  the  difeafe.  We  have  juft  feen, 
that  they  cannot  be  ufed  with  any  profpect 
of  fuccefs  when  fuppuration  has  actually 
taken  place,  and  to  every  practitioner  it 
muft  appear  that  they  mould  not  be  advi- 
fed  while  much  inflammation  continues  : 
While  the  parts  are  inflamed,  inftead  of 
endeavouring  to  remove  the  difcharge,  we 
ought  rather  to  try  to  promote  it.  No- 
thing tends  with  more  certainty  to  keep 
the  fymptoms  moderate  than  the  continu- 
ance of  a  plentiful  difcharge  ;  and  I  have 
repeatedly  obferved  that  they  all  become 
more  fevere  by  whatever  tends  to  leflen 
it :  It  is  proper,  therefore,  that  the  young- 
er part  of  the  profefllon  be  put  flrictly  on 
their  guard  againfi  the  uie  of  injections  in 

every 
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every  period  of  this  ftage  of  Gonorrhoea  ; 
a  practice  which,  in  the  firft  ftage  of  the 
difeafe,  is  the  only  remedy,  as  we  have 
feen,  upon  which  any  dependence  mould 
be  placed,  but  which  in  this  is  evidently 
fraught  with  danger  to  the  patient,  and 
therefore  with  difcredit  to  thofe  who  ad- 
vife  it. 

Befides  the  glandular  abfcefles  of  thefe 
parts,  which  we  have  juft  been  confider- 
ing,  collections  of  matter  are  apt  to  form 
in  this  ftate  of  the  difeafe,  not  only  in  the 
cellular  fubftance  of  the  perineum,  but  in 
the  corpus  cavernofum  of  the  penis,  as 
well  as  in  the  corpus  fpongeofum  urethrae. 
The  treatment  of  thefe,  however,  corre- 
fponds  fo  exactly  with  what  has  been  point- 
ed out  for  the  others,  that  I  have  nothing 
farther  to  fay  upon  it.  To  prevent,  as  much 
as  poilible,  the  rifk  of  thefe  collections 
burfting  into  the  urethra,  the  matter 
mould  be  difcharged  by  a  free  opening 
the  whole  length  of  the  tumour,  as  foon  as 
it  is  found  to  be  completely  formed. 

I  3  When 
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When  collections  of  matter  in  this  ntu- 
ation,  whether  feated  in  Cowper's  glands, 
or  in  the  contiguous  foft  parts,  terminate, 
as  they  fometimes  do,  in  external  open- 
ings, at  the  fame  time  that  a  communica- 
tion is  formed  with  the  urethra,  the  urine 
efcapes  at  the  fore,  and  thus  another  dif- 
eafe  is  produced,  termed  a  finus,  or  fiftula 
in  perineo.  This  falls  to  be  treated  like 
finufes  in  every  other  part :  the  feat  of  the 
abfcefs  muft  be  laid  open  from  one  end  to 
the  other,  and  by  enlarging  the  opening 
in  the  urethra,  if  the  patient  be  otherwife 
in  found  health,  a  cure  will,  for  the  moft 
part,  be  obtained,  by  endeavouring  to 
heal  the  fore  from  the  bottom  in  the  ufual 
way  *. 

It  may  be  alleged,  if  this  proves  fuc- 
cefsful  where  the  matter  has  already  form- 
ed an  opening,  both  inwardly  and  out- 
wardly, for  itfelf,  that  a  limilar  practice 
mould  be  adopted  where  the  abfcefs  has 
only  bur  ft  into  the  urethra ;  that  a  free 

incifion 

*  Vide  Syftem  of  Surgery  by  Benjamin  Bell,  cli3p.  \xxiii. 
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incinon  mould  be  made  into  it,  and  a  cure 
attempted  in  the  manner  I  have  already 
advifed. 

Where  the  opening  into  the  urethra  is 
fueh  as  to  admit  the  urine  to  pafs  to  the 
abfcefs,  the  practice  to  which  I  allude 
ought  undoubtedly  to  be  adopted,  for  no 
Other  will  prove  fuccefsful,  and  the  patient 
muft  remain  in  a  Hate  of  great  diftrefs 
and  mifery  while  this  communication  re- 
mains j  but  while  the  external  teguments 
remain  entire ;  while  the  urine  does  not 
find  accefs  to  the  abfcefs ;  and  while  the 
pain  arihng  from  it  is  inconfiderable,  no 
attempt  of  this  kind  mould  be  made.  How- 
ever inconvenient  the  difcharge  of  matter 
from  the  urethra  may  be,  and  however 
long  it  may  continue,  the  patient  Ihould 
rather  fubmit  to  it,  than  to  the  uncer- 
tain event  of  an  opening  in  the  perineum, 
which  always  proves  tedious  and  diftrefs- 
ful,  with  whatever  judgment  it  may  be 
treated. 


SEC- 


!2o  Of  the  Third  Stage         Ch.  II 


SECTION  VI. 

Of  the  Third  Stage  of  Gonorrhoea  Viridenta. 

IN  this  ftage  of  Gonorrhoea,  along  with 
ardor  urinse,  and  the  other  ordinary 
fymptoms  of  the  difeafe,  the  patient  com- 
plains of  a  fevere  fixed  pain  in  the  upper 
part  of  the  perineum,  accompanied  with  a 
fenfation  of  fulnefs  and  tenfion  in  all  the 
parts  contiguous  to  the  anus.  The  defire 
to  void  urine  is  more  frequent  than  in  ei- 
ther of  the  two  preceding  fiates,  and  it  is 
commonly  palfed  with  much  pain  and  dif- 
ficulty j  often  drop  by  drop.  Tenefmus, 
or  a  painful  and  frequent  defire  to  go  to 
ftool,  often  takes  place  :  in  fome  inftan- 
ces,  to  fuch  a  diftrefsful  height  as  to  ren- 
der the  patient  perfectly  miferable. 

Even  in  the  commencement  of  the  dif- 
eafe the  pain  in  pairing  water  is  in  fome 
cafes  fo  fevere  as  to  excite  heat  and  other 

fymptoms 
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fymptoms  of  fever ;  and,  as  it  advances 
farther,  I  have  known  the  fever  become 
very  alarming.  This  fiate  of  Gonorrhoea 
proceeds,  in  fome  inftances,  from  the  in- 
flammation fpreading  backward  in  a  gra- 
dual manner  from  the  point  of  the  penis, 
which  I  have  fhewn  to  be  the  feat  of  the 
firft  ftage  of  the.difeafe;  but  more  fre- 
quently it  takes  place  fuddenly,  either 
from  the  imprudent  ufe  of  injections,  from 
the  patient  being  in  a  riotous  courfe  of 
life,  or  from  his  being  expofed  to  violent 
exercife,  either  on  foot  or  horfeback. 

On  examining  the  parts  affected,  the 
penis,  for  the  moft  part,  is  found  to  be  iri  a 
ftate  of  tendernefs  and  irritability,  nearly 
indeed,  as  I  have  defcribed  it  to  be  in  the 
fecond  ftage  of  the  difeafe  ;  but,  together 
with  this,  on  comprefling  the  parts  about 
the  end  of  the  re&um,  a  fenfe  of  pain  is 
experienced,  which  does  not  happen  in  ei- 
ther of  the  ftates  that  I  have  defcribed, 
and  on  palling  the  finger  into  the  anus,  the 
proftate  gland  is  found  enlarged,  and  in 

fuch 
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fuch  a  ftate  of  irritability  that  it  can 
fcarcely  bear  to  be  touched. 

Even  the  flighted  degree  of  this  ftage 
of  Gonorrhoea  excites  much  unealinefs, 
and  the  defire  to  pafs  water  feldom  ceafes 
for  above  a  few  minutes  together ;  but 
whenever  it  has  been  of  long  duration,  the 
proftate  gland,  which  nearly  furrounds  the 
urethra,  or  which  rather  appears,  as  it 
were,  to  form  the  paflage  of  urine  at  this 
part,  becomes  often  fo  much  fwelled  as 
nearly  to  obftrucl  the  difcharge  of  urine 
as  completely  as  when  the  urethra  is  en- 
tirely flopped.  Thofe,  indeed,  who  are 
not  verfant  in  this  branch  of  practice  are 
apt  to  miftake  this  affection  for  ftrictures 
in  the  urethra  ;  of  courfe  a  delay  ta;.cs 
place  inuring  the  proper  remedies,  and  at- 
tempts which  are  frequently  made  to  over- 
come the  fuppofed  ftrictures,  too  often  do 
mifchief.  Frequently,  indeed,  neither  a 
bougie,  nor  catheter,  when  employed  for 
removing  a  fuppreflion  of  urine  proceed- 
ing from  this  caufe,  can  be  pafled ;  for 
the  proftate  gland  is  in  fome  cafes  fo  much 
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fwelled  as  to  obliterate  the  paflage  almofl 
entirely,  and  in  others,  by  fwelling  on  one 
fide  only,  the  paflage  is  thrown  altogether 
over  to  the  other ;  circumftances  which 
render  the  introduction  of  a  bougie  either 
impracticable,  or  at  belt  difficult  and  un- 
certain. 

As  it  is  in  the  commencement  only  of 
this  fymptom  that  any  material  advantage 
is  derived  from  the  interference  of  art, 
and  as  the  difeafe  excites  in  its  more  ad- 
vanced ftates  the  greateft  pofiible  diftrefs, 
we  ought  inftantly  on  the  firft  approach 
of  it,  to  apply  fuch  remedies  as  experience 
has  fhewn  to  prove  molt  effectual. 

Of  all  the  remedies  that  I  have  ever 
employed,  early  blood-letting  is  that  from 
which  the  molt  obvious  advantage  has 
been  derived.  It  mould  be  advifed  im- 
mediately  on  the  fir  ft  approach  of  pain, 
nor  mould  we  be  deterred  by  a  weakly 
or  delicate  conftitution.  In  a  perfon  of 
tfcis  defcription  the  evacuation  ought,  no 
doubt,  to  be  more  fparingly  practifed  than 
where  plethora  takes  pUce  j  but  even  in 

the 
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the  moft  delicate  habit  of  body,  a  quan- 
tity of  blood  fhould  be  difcharged-  in  pro- 
portion to  the  ftrength  of  the  patient ;  in 
the  firft  place  by  the  lancet,  and  after- 
wards by  the  application  of  leeches  to  the 
parts  affected.  The  practice  of  blood-let- 
ting I  confider  to  be  equally  neceffary 
here  as  in  cafes  of  pleurify  :  in  the  latter, 
indeed,  the  life  of  the  patient  is  in  great- 
er hazard,  but  in  this  his  future  comfort 
and  enjoyment  of  life  are  at  flake.  It 
ought  not,  therefore,  in  any  inftance,  to 
be  omitted. 

Of  this  I  fpeak  the  more  decidedly  from 
various  inftances  having  fallen  within  my 
obfervation,  of  the  moft  diftrefsful  confe- 
quences  having  enfued  from  the  omiflion 
of  this  remedy,  and  from  others  having 
ended  ealily  where  blood-letting  was  with 
freedom  employed.  It  is  in  the  firft  ft  ages 
only  of  the  difeafe,  however,  in  which  it 
acts  with  advantage ;  chiefly,  indeed,  on 
the  firft  fymptoms  of  inflammation  taking 
place,  for  when  the  proftate  gland  be- 
comes inflamed  and  fwelied  in  any  confi- 

derable 
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derable  degree,  neither  this  nor  any  other 
remedy  can  be  depended  upon  for  a 
cure.  After  much  time  has  elapfed  an  en- 
larged proftate  will  fometimes  be  found 
diminifhed,  but  this  happens  more  fre- 
quently from  attention  to  regimen  alone, 
and  without  our  being  able  to  account  for 
it,  than  as  a  necefTary  confequence  of  any 
medicine  that  we  employ. 

Blifters  do  not  afford  that  relief  here 
that  we  fometimes  derive  from  them  in 
fwellings  of  Cowper's  glands,  but  in  va- 
rious inftances  I  have  derived  advantage 
from  deep  feated  iffiies :  I  will  not  fay 
that  I  have  ever  known  a  cure  completely 
accomplifhed  by  any  remedy  whatever, 
where  the  proftate  gland  has  been  much 
hardened  and  enlarged ;  but  no  remedy 
that  !  have  employed  for  the  removal  of 
this  very  diftrefsful  and  obftinate  difeafe 
has  ever  proved  fo  ufeful  as  a  pea  ifTue  on 
each  fide  of  the  rapha  perinei,  and  the 
more  deeply  the  peafe  are  inferted,  the 
more  ufeful  they  commonly  prove  : 

For 


1 


126  Of  the  Third  Stage        Ch.  II. 


For  the  removal  of  pain  and  irritation, 
opium,  whether  given  by  the  mouth,  or  in 
clyfters,  proves  always  our  moll  certain 
remedy  ;  but  probably  from  co  ning  more 
directly  in  contact  with  the  difeafed  parts, 
it  proves  evidently  moft  fuccefsful  when 
given  in  clyfters,  and  itjfeems  to  anfwer 
better  in  fmall  dofes,  frequently  repeat- 
ed, than  in  larger  quantities  given  at 
once.  Thirty  drops  of  laudanum,  mixed 
with  two  ounces  of  thin  ftarch,  and  thrown 
eahly  into  the  rectum,  very  commonly 
gives  immediate  relief,  and  as  long  as  this 
dote  proves  effectual  it  ought  not  to  be  in- 
creafed. 

While  opiates,  given  in  this  manner, 
leflen  the  irritability  of  the  organs  of 
urine,  they  alfo  give  much  relief  byre- 
moving  that  painful  and  frequent  defire 
to  go  to  ftool,  with  which  patients  in  this 
dl!    re  are  often  feverely  afflicted. 

Hitherto  I  have  faid  nothing  of  the  ufe 
of  injections,  which  are  frequently  em- 
ployed in  this,  as  in  other  ftages  of  Go- 
norrhoea, for  removing  the  difcharge. 

This, 
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This,  however,  is  a  practice  that  ought 
not  to  be  adopted.  In  the  fecond  ftage 
of  Gonorrhoea  I  had  occafion  to  remark, 
that  the  difcharge,  inftead  of  being  flop- 
ped, ought  rather  to  be  encouraged*  The. 
fame  obfervation  applies  ftill  more  forci- 
bly here,  where  a  ftoppage  of  the  dif- 
charge tends  always  to  aggravate  every 
fymptom,  and  where  we  find  that  relief  is 
often  obtained  by  our  bringing  on  a  re- 
turn of  it.  This,  as  I  obferved  in  the  lafl 
feclion,  fliould  rather  be  done  by  the  ufe 
of  warm  emollient  injections,  than  by 
fuch  as  ftimulate  and  give  pain.  Thefe 
laft,  I  know,  are  often  advifed  for  this  pur- 
pofe,  but  as  I  have  known  them  evident- 
ly do  much  harm,  even  when  managed  in. 
the  molt  cautious  manner,  and  as  we  find, 
indeed,  that  this  ftage  of  the  difeafe  is 
often  atfirft  induced  by  this  very  practice, 
I  do  not  helitate  to  lay  that  it  ought  very 
umverfally  to  be  laid  alide.  For  a  fimilar 
rcafon  bougies  ought  never  to  be  employ- 
ed in  this  ftage  of  Gonorrhoea. 

Emollient 


128  Of  the  Third  Stage  Ch.  II. 

Emollient  injections  prove  ufeful  not 
merely  by  foliciting  a  more  plentiful  dis- 
charge from  the  urethra,  but  by  foothing 
the  irritability  in  the  parts  affected,  and 
thus  lelTening  the  pain ;  and  where  opiates 
are  conjoined  with  emollients  they  act  ftill 
more  powerfully  in  this  manner.  An  in- 
fufion  of  the  heads  of  poppies  and  althea 
root,  ufed  warm,  anfwers  particularly  well 
for  this  purpofe.  Warm  poultices,  ap- 
plied externally  over  the  fundament  and 
perineum,  alfo  prove  ufeful.  Some  ad- 
vantage too  is  derived  from  warm  fomen- 
tations -7  and  I  have  known  the  warm  bath 
afford  much  relief. 

All  thefe  remedies,  however,  act  only 
as  palliatives ;  but  when  duly  perhfted  in, 
they  feldorn  fail  to  leffen  the  feverity  of 
the  difcrefs,  while  nature,  in  the  courfe  of 
time,  aided  by  cautious  management  on 
the  part  of  the  patient,  may  at  laft  re- 
move the  pain.  At  leaft,  this,  in  the 
courfe  of  my  obfervation,  has  happened  in 
feveral  inftances  where  the  fwelling  of 
this  gland  has  not  arrived  at  any  great 

height ; 
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height ;  but  more  frequently,  I  mull:  again 
obferve,  as  the  confequence  of  rigid  at- 
tention to  regimen  than  the  efFect  of  me- 
dicines. We  conltantly  find,  in  this  ftage 
of  Gonorrhoea,  that  whatever  excites 
much  heat  of  body  does  harm ;  whether 
bodily  exercife,  or  heating  food  and  drink: 
hence  every  thing  of  this  kind  mould  be 
avoided,  particularly  much  walking  and 
riding  on  horfeback^  and  full  meals  of 
animal  food,  efpecially  when  wine  or 
other  flrong  drinks  are  likewife  indulged 
in.  The  diet  Ihould  confift  almoft  entire- 
ly of  milk  and  vegetables,  with  no  greater 
proportion  of  animal  food  than  is  necef- 
firy  to  fupport  a  very  moderate  degree  of 
ftrength. 

Such  drinks  mould  be  chiefly  ufed  as 
tend  to  blunt  the  acrimony  of  the  urine, 
and  to  (heath  the  parts  which  it  paffes 
over ;  fuch  as  infufions  of  lintfeed  and  al- 
thea,  emulhons  of  almonds,  and  water  in 
which  gum  arabic  is  diffolved. 

Having  infmuated  that  I  have  little  con- 
fidence in  the  activity  of  any  medicine 

Vol.  I.  K  for 
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for  the  removal  of  fwellings  of  the  proftate 
gland,  a  deference  to  the  opinion  of  others 
requires  that  I  mould  ftate  the  grounds 
upon  which  this  opinion  is  formed ;  'this 
I  mall  do  in  noticing  fhortly  the  medi- 
cines which  have  been  employed  with  the 
view  of  obviating  this  fymptom. 

When  other  remedies  fail,  and  in  fome 
cafes  even  before  they  are  fairly  tried, 
mercury  is,  in  common  practice,  recom- 
mended ;  but  I  have  much  reafon  to  think 
that  it  very  commonly,  if  not  always,  does 
harm. 

Even  in  early  practice  I  had  frequent 
opportunities  of  feeing  this  ftage  of  Go- 
norrhoea, and  being  led  by  converfation 
with  others  to  expect  fubftantial  relief  from 
mercury,  I  ufed  it  freely  for  many  years : 
I  muft  acknowledge,  however,  that  I  ne- 
ver perceived  any  advantage  arife  from 
it,  while,  in  fome  cafes,  evident  mifchief 
rnfued  from  it. 

Mercury  never  had  any  obvious  effect 
,  in  diminilliing  the  tumour,  and  by  in- 
creating  the  irritability  of  the  fyftem,  even 
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when  given  in  fmall  quantities,  and  irt  the 
moll  cautious  manner,  it  ufually  rendered 
the  difeafed  parts  more  painful  than  they 
were  before.  On  thefe  accounts  mercury 
appears  to  be  not  only  an  ufelefs  but  a  ha* 
zardous  remedy,  fo  that  I  have  now,  in 
fwellings  of  this  gland,  laid  it  entirely 
afide.  ' 

Cicuta  has  alfo  been  much  recommend- 
ed infwellings  of  the  proftate  gland;  but  al- 
though I  have  given  it  very  full  and  com- 
plete trials,  I  am  not  fure  that  in  any  in- 
flance  it  ever  proved  ufeful.    The  difeafe, 
in  fome,  has  appeared  to  get  better  while  ci- 
cuta was  employed,  but  this  was  only  where 
a  great  length  of  time  had  elapfed,  and  not 
in  a  greater  proportion  of  cafes  than  where 
this  remedy  was  never  ufed.    But  as  it 
may  be  employed  under  proper  manage- 
ment, without   any  rilk  to  the  patient, 
where  other  remedies  do  not  fucceed,  and 
where  it  is  neceflary  to  be  doing  fome- 
thing,  it  may  be  proper  to  give  it  a  far- 
ther trial  before  any  final  opinion  is  form- 
ed of  it. 

K  2  Having, 
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Having,  in  tumours  of  other  parts, 
obferved  obvious  advantages  from  a  de- 
coction of  the  root  of  mezereon,  I  have,  in 
various  inftances,  ufed  it  in  fwellings  of 
the  proftate  gland.  In  fome  it  has  ap- 
peared to  prove  ufeful,  but  never  fo  evi- 
dently as  to  enable  me  to  fpeak  with  cer- 
tainty about  it.  "When  conjoined  with 
farfaparilla*,  it  feems,  in  other  cafes,  to  be 
rendered  ftill  more  active,  and  the  muci- 
lage contained  in  that  root,  by  blunting 
the  acrimony  of  the  mezereon,  renders 
it  both  more  agreeable  to  the  palate  and 
more  grateful  to  the  ftomach. 

Among  other  remedies  that  are  em- 
ployed in  fwellings  of  the  proftate  gland 
fea  bathing  and  drinking  fea  water  has 
been  one  of  the  moft  frequent.  Where 
the  difeafe  of  the  gland  is  connected  with 
a  fcrophulous  conftitution  this  remedy 
certainly  proves  ufeful.  It  will  never 
remove  the  tumour  fpeedily ;  but,  by 
ftrengthening  the  constitution,  it  feems, 

in 
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in  fuch  circumftances,  to  render  the  fuell- 
ing lefs  permanent  than  it  ufually  is  where 
this  remedy  is  not  employed.  It  ought, 
however,  to  be  remarked,  that  all  ftrong 
purgatives  do  harm.  This  happens  in 
every  ftage  of  Gonorrhoea,  but  efpecially 
where  the  proftate  gland  or  bladder  are 
affected.  By  the  irritation  which  they 
excite  they  not  only  induce  a  more  co- 
pious difcharge,  but  render  the  inclination 
to  void  urine  much  more  frequent  and 
more  painful.  When  fait  water  is  ufed, 
therefore,  it  ought  not  to  be  in  greater 
quantities  than  to  anfwer  as  a  gentle  lax- 
ative. 

Swellings  of  the  proftate  gland  do  not 
ufually  terminate  in  fuppuration,  as  fre- 
quently happens  with  tumours  of  the 
glands  of  the  urethra.  When  Cowper's 
glands,  or  any  of  the  fmaller  glands  of 
the  urethra  become  inflamed,  they  either 
fuppurate  or  a  cure  is  obtained  by  difcuf- 
fion  :  but,  in  fimilar  affections  of  the  pro- 
ftate this  rarely  happens.  When  the  tu- 
mour does  not  yield  to  timeous  Hood- 
ie 3  letting, 
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letting,  or  when  it  does  not  afterwards 
gradually  fublide,  it  either  remains  nearly 
of  the  fame  fize  and  hardnefs,  or  it  be- 
comes both  larger  and  firmer  till  it  ends 
in  a  real  fchirrus,  of  confiderable  bulk. 

In  this  ftate  of  the  difeafe  the  difcharge 
is,  for  the  molt  part,  thin  and  acrid  \  to- 
gether with  matter  from  the  contiguous 
parts  of  the  urethra,  which  are  ufually 
ijnore  or  lefs  difeafed,  a  confiderable  quan-  , 
tity  is  thi*own  out  from  the  gland  itfelf, 
forming,  as  we  mall  afterwards  fee,  one 
of  the  mofl  obftinate  varieties  of  gleet. 

Even  in  the  commencement  of  this 
affection  of  the  proftate,  the  pafTage  of 
urine,  as  I  have  already  remarked,  is 
often  much  obftructed  \  but,  in  the  more 
advanced  ftages  of  the  difeafe,  this  caufe 
of  obftruction  comes,  in  fome  cafes,  to 
fuch  a  height  as  to  be  unfurmountable. 
Whether  from  the  pafTage  being  com- 
pletely obliterated,  by  the  fides  of  the 
fwelled  gland  adhering  together,  of  which 
I  have  now  met  with  two  inflances,  or 
from  the  pafTage  being  contracted  by 
the  fides  of  the  gland  fwelling  unequal- 
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ly,  it  fometimes  happens  that  neither  a 
bougie  nor  catheter  can  be  introduced. 
In  this  cafe,  as  a  total  obftruction  is  form- 
ed to  the  pafTage  of  urin  ,  we  are  obli- 
ged to  draw  it  off  by  puncturing  the 
bladder,  which  may  either  be  done  above 
the  pubes,  or  by  palling  the  trocar  into 
the  bladder  from  the  rectum,  or  pufhing  it 
up  by  the  fide  of  the  difeafed  gland  *.  It 
mull  be  remarked,  however,  in  forming 
an  opening  with  a  trocar  foi  drawing  the 
urine  off  from  the  bladder,  that  a  very  en- 
larged ftate  of  this  gland  precludes  every 
attempt  for  this  purpofe  either  in  th,e  pe- 
rineum or  rectum.  In  which  cafe  it  mult 
neceflarily  be  done  above  the  pubes. 

In  fuch  circumftances,  all  that  art  can 
do,  is  to  preserve  a  paffage  for  the  urine, 
by  retaining  a  canula  in  the  opening,  and 
keeping  the  patient  as  free  from  pain  as 
poffible  with  dofes  of  opium  adequate  to 
the  diftrefs  in  which  he  happens  to  be. 

K4  SEC- 

*  Vide  Syftem  of  Surgery  by  Benjamin  Bell,  chap.  xxxi. 
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SECTION  VII. 


Of  the  Fourth  Stage  of  Gonorrhoea* 


IT  fometimes  happens  in  Gonorrhoea 
that  the  inflammation  pafles  eafily 
over  the  anterior  part  of  the  urethra,  and 
mews  itfelf  in  more  force  and  violence 
higher  in  the  pafTage.  Thus,  although 
the  third  ftage  of  the  difeafe,  in  whieh, 
as  we  have  feen,  the  proftate  gland  is 
chiefly  affected,  is  fometimes  produced 
by  the  inflammation  fpreading  from  thofe 
parts  which  are  only  concerned  when  the 
fecond  ftage  of  it  takes  place,  yet  inftan- 
ces  often  occur  of  the  inflammation  paf- 
flng  from  the  point  of  the  urethra,  and 
fixing  at  once,  in  the  moft  violent  man- 
ner, upon  the  proftate  gland  or  bladder, 
without  any  of  the  intermediate  parts  ha- 
ving 
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ving  been  attacked.  In  fome  cafes  the 
proftate  is  affected  while  the  bladder  it- 
felf  remains  found,  while  in  others  it  paf- 
fes  eafily  over  that  gland,  and  feizes  with 
much  violence  upon  every  part  of  the 
bladder, 

In  fome  the  bladder  becomes  inflam- 
ed almoft  on  the  firft  attack  of  the  dif- 
eafe.   The  inflammation  fpreads  fo  quick- 
ly along  the  urethra,  that  the  bladder  is 
pained  in  the  courfe  of  a  few  hours  from 
the   commencement  of  the  difcharge. 
This,  however,  happens  more  frequently 
after  the  running  has  been  of  fome  dura- 
tion, and,  for  the  moft  part,  it  can  be 
traced  as  the  confequence  of  much  ex- 
pofure  to  cold  and  dampnefs  3  of  violent 
exertion  in  walking  or  on  horfeback,  or, 
as  the  effect  of  an  injection  thrown  with 
too  much  violence  into  the  upper  part  of 
the  urethra. 

The  patient,  on  the  firft  approach  of 
this  fymptom,  complains  of  much  uneafi- 
nefs  over  all  the  region  of  the  bladder, 
particularly  about  the  neck  of  it ;  ac- 
companied 
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companied  with  a  frequent  and  painful 
delire  to  make  water,  and  often  with  te- 
nefmus.  In  fome  cafes  the  pain  is  chiefly 
feated  about  the  anus,  but,  in  general,  all 
the  under  parts  of  the  abdomen  are  affect- 
ed, particularly  thofe  about  the  pubes, 
and,  in  fome  inftances,  even  the  kidneys 
become  pained,  either  from  nervous  fym- 
pathy,  .or  from  the  inflammation  fpread- 
iiig  from  the  bladder  along  the  ureters. 

In  general,  the  pain,  efpecially  after 
voiding  urine,  extends  to  the  glans  penis, 
and  as  this,  with  the  ftoppage  which  oc- 
s  curs  to  the  flow  of  urine,  are  fymptoms 
which  always  accompany  ftone,  cafes  of 
this  kind,  when  the  hiftory  of  the  difeafe 
has  been  concealed,  have  been  miftaken 
for  ftone  in  the  bladder. 

If  the  difcharge  has  not  been  flopped 
fcy  injections,  it  continues  as  if  no  affec- 
tion of  the  bladder  had  taken  place  5  and, 
any  interruption  that  occurs  to  it  proves 
only  temporary  j  but  along  with  the  ufual 
difcharge  from  the  urethra,  fucli  as  takes 
place  in  one  or  other  of  the  different 

ftages 
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itages  of  the  difeafe  that  I  have  defcribed, 
a  confiderable  quantity  of  matter  panes 
off  with  the  urine.  This  gives  the  urine 
a  turbid  appearance,  as  if  purulent  mat- 
ter was  mixed  with  it,  but  on  examining 
the  depofition,  which  it  ufually  makes  in 
the  courfe  of  a  few  hours,  it  is  found  to 
confift  almoft  entirely  of  mucus. 

On  a  further  continuance  of  the  difeafe, 
this  matter  contained  in  the  urine  affiimes 
a  very  different  appearance.  Inftead  of 
being  broken  and  divided  into  flakes  as  it 
was  at  nrft,  it  now  becomes  tough  and 
vifcid  in  a  very  remarkable  degree,  re- 
fembling  ifinglas  diluted  with  water  to 
the  confidence  of  jelly.  This  gelatenous 
matter  is  fufpended  in  the  urine  whenfirfl 
voided,  but  it  foon  feparates,  and  falls  to 
the  bottom,  where  it  adheres  fo  firmly  to 
the  fides  of  the  pot,  as  to  be  feparated 
from  it  with  difficulty.  In  fome  cafes 
this  fubftance  is  clear  and  tranfparent, 
in  others  it  is  tinged  of  a  yellow  hue,  and 
pmewhat  opaque, 

When 
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Whenmuch  of  this  matter  has  patted  off, 
the  patient  is  commonly  relieved,  and  con- 
tinues eafy  for  a  longer  or  fhorter  period 
according  to  the  degree  of  inflammation 
that  takes  place. 

In  fome  cafes  the  quantity  of  this  vif- 
cid  matter  is  not  confiderable,  being  no 
more  than  what  llightly  covers  the  bot- 
tom of  the  pot,  while  in  others  it  feems  to 
form  more  than  one  half  of  all  that  comes 
from  the  bladder.  When  in  fuch  con- 
fiderable quantities,  it  tends  greatly  to  re- 
duce the  ftrength  of  the  patient,  infomuch 
that  few  conftitutions  are  able  to  bear  it 
long. 

From  the  nature  of  the  parts  in  which 
this  difeafe  is  feated,  we  would  expect  that 
it  mould  be  the  molt  formidable  fymptom 
that  Gonorrhoea  could  induce.  This, 
however,  is  not  the  cafe :  the  difeafe  de- 
fcribed  in  the  laft  feclion,  fwelling  of  the 
proftate  gland,  proves  always  more  fo. 
Few  recover  from  the  one,  while  cures 
are  often  obtained  in  the  other.  At  lead 
this  is  the  moft  frequent  remit  where  the 

difeafe 
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difeafe  has  not  been  much  negle&ed  at  fir  ft. 
In  general,  indeed,  a  gteat  length  of  time 
paffes  over  before  a  cure  is  obtained ; 
nay,  fome  degree  of  uneafmefs,  and  cer- 
tain deranged  fenfations,  often  continue 
for  a  number  of  years,  but  after  the  firft 
violence  of  the  fymptoms  is  over,  they 
generally,  in  a  gradual  manner,  become 
milder,  till  at  laft  they  vanifli  entirely. 

On  the  firft  approach  of  the  difeafe, 
blood-letting  is  the  remedy  upon  which 
moft  dependence  ftiould  be  placed,  and, 
when  freely  prac"tifed,  it  feldom  fails  to 
render  the  fymptoms  moderate  and  of 
fliorter  duration. 

Blood  fhould  be  taken  with  the  lancet 
in  quantity  proportioned  to  the  ftrength 
of  the  patient,  and  a  number  of  leech- 
es ftiould  be  repeatedly  applied  near  to 
the  anus.  The  diet  fhould  be  the  fame 
as  has  been  advifed  in  the  laft  feclion. 
The  bowels'  ftiould  be  kept  moderately 
open  with  caftor  oil,  or  other  gentle  lax- 
atives, and  opiates  fhould  be  given  in  fuf- 
ficient  dofes  for  leflening',  or  even  for  re- 
moving 


1 42         Of  the  Fourth  Stage  Ch.  II, 

moving  the  pain.  When  fpeaking  of  fwel- 
ling  of  the  proftate  gland,  I  advifed  opi- 
ates to  be  given  in  the  form  of  clyfters; 
rather  than  by  the  mouth,  and  this  mode 
of  exhibiting  the  remedy  proves  equally 
ufeful  here. 

With  a  view  more  certainly  to  allay 
the  irritability  of  the  bladder,  it  has  been 
propofed  to  inject  opium,  diflblved  in  wa- 
ter, into  it :  but  this  appears  to  be  a  dan- 
gerous experiment.  I  have  known  it  done, 
but  it  nearly  killed  the  patient.  Convul- 
sions and  other  alarming  fymptoms  were 
induced,  but  not  in  fuch  a  degree  as  to 
prove  fatal. 

Warm  emollient  injections,  fuch  as  warm 
oil,  or  the  form  of  injection  in  the  Appen- 
dix, No.  23,  frequently  relieve  the  pain, 
and  give  a  temporary  fufpenfion  of  that 
conftant  delire  to  pafs  water,  which  often 
prevails  here  j  and  in  fome  cafes  the  femi- 
cupium  proves  fuccefsful  when  thefe  hate 
failed. 

A  plentiful  ufe  of  mucilaginous  drink, 
fuch  as  infufion  of  lintfeed  and  althea 

root, 


Sect.  VII.         of  Gonorrhoea. 


143 


root,  and  a  folution  of  gum  arable  in  wa- 
ter, afford  relief  in  all  difeafes  of  the  uri- 
nary palfages,  and  in  none  more  than  in 
this. 

All  thefe  remedies  are  meant  to  alleviate 
pain  and  irritation  in  the  commencement 
of  the  difeafe,  and  when  timeoully  appli- 
ed, and  duly  perfifted  in,  they  very  com- 
monly anfwer  the  purpofe  ;  but  in  the 
more  advanced  ftages  of  the  difeafe,  when 
the  pain  is  not  fo  acute,  but  when  much  ir- 
ritation prevails,  accompanied  with  a  dif- 
charge  of  the  vifcid  matter  that  I  have 
defcribed,  remedies  of  this  clafs  afford 
little  or  no  relief.  Opiates  will  at  all  times 
indeed  allay  the  irritation,  but  blood-let- 
ting, which  at  firft  never  fails  to  prove 
ufeful,  tends  now  only  to  weaken  the  pa- 
tient, while  it  does  not  in  any  degree 
leO'en  the  violence  of  any  of  the  fymp- 
toms. 

In  this  fituation  a  liberal  ufe  of  Jefuit's 
bark  fometimes  ads  with  advantage ;  and 
the  addition  of  a  few  grains  of  allum  to 
each  dofe  in  fome  inftances  renders  it  more 

effectual 
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effectual.  Balfam  of  copaiba,  and  Canada 
balfam,  prove  likewife  ufeful;  but  where 
much  benefit  is  expected  from  remedies 
of  this  clafsj^they  fhould  be  given  in  lar- 
ger dofes  than  are  commonly  prefcribed : 
The  quantity  indeed  mould  only  be  re- 
ftricted  by  the  ffcate  of  the  ftomach;  for 
they  are  fo  harmlefs,  that  they  may  at  all 
times  be  given  in  as  large  dofes  as  the  fto- 
mach  will  retain. 

Of  all  the  remedies,  however,  which  in 
fuch  circumftances  I  have  ever  tried,  uva 
urfi  is  the  mofl  effectual.  No  advantage 
is  derived  from  it  where  the  proflate  gland 
is  difeafed  \  but  in  unmixed  affections  of 
this  clafs,  where  the  bladder  only  is  af- 
fected, it  feldom  fails  to  procure  relief.  It 
may  at  firft  be  given  to  the  quantity  of 
twenty  grains,  and  afterwards  in  •  dofes 
of  half  a  drachm  of  the  powder  three 
times  a-day,  in  which  way  it  feldom  fails, 
in  the  courfe  of  a  fhort  time,  to  lefTen  the 
proportion  of  vifcid  matter  in  the  urine  ; 
by  which,  and  by  the  abatement  of  pain 
which  at  the  fame  time  takes  place,  we  are 

always 
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always  certain  that  the  inflammation  is 
diminiflied. 

On  the  idea  that  this  difeafe  of  the 
bladder  proceeds  from  a  tranflation  of  the 
matter  of  Lues  Venerea  from  the  urethra, 
mercury  is  commonly  ufed  in  it  \  but  al- 
though I  have  often  given  it,  no  advantage 
has  ever  been  derived  from  it :  it  fome- 
times  even  does  harm.  It  tends  greatly 
to  increafe  the  irritability  of  the  fyftem, 
as  well  as  of  the  parts  more  particularly 
affe&ed. 

When  the  difeafe  has  been  of  long  du- 
ration, the  bladder  is  apt  to  become  much 
thickened  and  lelTeiied  in  diameter :  hence, 
even  after  all  the  other  fymptoms  are  gone, 
the  frequent  inclination  to  pafs  urine  con- 
tinues. In  fome  cafes,  this  goes  on  for 
years  ;  nay,  I  have  known  it  endure  for  a 
great  length  of  time,  and  only  terminate 
with  the  life  of  the  patient.  It  feems  evi- 
dently to  be  the  effect  of  inflammation, 
for  it  fucceeds  to  inflammation  of  the 
bladder  by  whatever  caufe  it  may  be  in- 
duced.   It  alfo  occurs  from  ftricfures  in 
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the  urethra,  when  they  happen  to  be  con- 
liderable  and  of  long  duration. 

For  the  removal  of  this  thickened  ftate 
of  the  bladder  mercury  is  often  prefcri- 
bed,  and  in  fome  Cafes  it  has  certainly 
proved  ufeful ;  but  it  feems  to  prove  equal- 
ly fo  from  whatever  caufe  the  difeafe  may 
at  fir  ft  have  arifen  *  :  It  always  does  harm, 
however,  while  the  parts  continue  in  a  ftate 
of  irritability,  fo  that  in  this  fituation  it 
fhould  never  be  given. 

In  this  irritable  ftate  of  the  bladder, 
if  a  plentiful  exhibition  of  uva  urfi  does 
not  foon  prove  effectual,  opium,  in  the 
'form  of  glyfters,  mould  be  advifed :  By 
leflening  the  defire  to  pafs  urine,  it  foon 
gives  relief ;  and  I  have  known  it  prove 
completely  fuccefsful  at  laft,  when  every 

other 

*  This  practice  of  giving  mercury  in  the  thickened 
ftate  of  the  urinary  bladder,  which  lucceeds  to  inflamma- 
tion, we  find  recommended  by  the  late  Doctor  Ebenezer 
Gilchrift  of  Dumfries,  to  whom  we  are  indebted  for  much 
valuable  information  in  different  parts  of  the  practice  of 
medicine. 
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(  Other  remedy  ^»ad  previoufly  been  tried  in 
vain. 

In  fome  cafes,  where  opium,  by  indu- 
cing obftinate  coftivenefs,  has  not  been 
.advifeable,  I  have  derived  much  advan- 
tage from  a  liberal  ufe  of  hyofcyamus :  It 
requires,  however,  to  be  given  in  larger 
dofes  than  are  ufually  prefcribed.  The 
■quantity  of  eight  or  ten  grains  of  the  ex- 
tract may  with  fafety  be  given  to  an  adiik 
•even  at  firft;  in  courfe  of  time  to  be  iii- 
creafed  to  fifteen,  twenty,  twenty-five 
grains,  or  even  to  half  a  drachm. 


SEC- 
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SECTION  VIII. 

Wfmm\\  -  '  Of  .Chordeci  *     ■  "  '^jk 

CHordee  is  a  painful,  involuntary 
erection  of  the  penis.  Patients  in 
every  ftage  of  Gonorrhoea  are,  in  fome 
degree/ liable  to  Chordee;  but  it  occurs 
more  frequently,  and  to  a  much  greater 
height  in  the  fecond  ftage  of  the  difeafe, 
than  in  any  of  the  others.  It  is  moft 
frequent  when  the  patient  is  warm  in  bed, 
when  in  fome  inftances  it  is  fo  fevere  as 
to  deprive  him  entirely  of  reft.  During 
a  fit  of  Chordee,  the  penis  becomes  hard 
and  painful  to  the  touch,  and  for  the  moft 
part  it  is  curved  downwards  in  a  confide- 
rable  degree. 

Chordee  takes  place  in  every  period  of 
this  ftage  of  Gonorrhoea,  and  it  fometimes 
continues  after  the  heat  of  urine  and  all 
the  other  fymptoms  are  gone,  but  it  is  u- 

fually 
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Ifiially  moll  fevere  during  the  continuance 
iof  the  inflammation,  and  more  or  lefs  fo 
i according  as  that  fymptom  is  in  a  greater 
1  or  lefler  degree. 

I  therefore  conclude  that  Chordee  is  an 
1  effect  of  inflammation,  and  that  it  pro- 
1  ceeds  from  irritation,  communicated  from 
the  nerves  of  the  urethra  to  thofe  of  the 
.contiguous  mufcles,  by  which  thofe  un- 
■  equal  degrees  of  contraction  are  produced 
1 6ver  the  whole  fubftance  of  the  penis  which 
univerfally  take  place  in  this  fymptom  of 
the  difeafe. 

Were  it  owing  to  effurlons  of  lymph  in- 
to the  reticular  parts  of  the  penis,  as  fome 
liave  imagined  *,  Chordee  would  be  of  a 
more  permanent  nature  than  we  ever  find 
it  to  be,  and  thefe  efTufions  would  be  apt 
to  terminate  in  iuppuration.  Now,  al- 
though fuppuration  is  fometimes  the  con- 
fequence  of  inflammatory  tumours  in 
thefe  parts,  1  have  never  known  it  happen 
in  thofe  tumefactions  which  accompany 
Chordee.    The  latter  commonly  rife  and 

L  3  difappear 

*  Vide  John  Hunter  on  the  Venereal  Difeafe, 
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difappear  again  in  the  courfe  of  a  few 
hours,  and  they  are  more  dilTufed  than 
tumours  ufually  are  which  proceed  to 
fuppuration.  The  others  rife  more  ilow- 
Iy,  and  they  terminate,  whether  by  dif- 
perfion  or  fuppuration,  in  a  much  more 
gradual  manner. 

Of  all  the  remedies  that  I  have  ever 
employed  opiates  prove  mod  ufeful  in 
Chordee.  The  pain  and  tenfion  are  fome- 
times  removed  by  rubbing  the  parts  af- 
fected with  laudanum,  or  with  a  ftrong 
folution  of  opium  in  water,  and  by  keep- 
ing pledgits  immerfed  in  either  of  thefe, 
conftantly  applied  to  them;  but  more  ad- 
vantage is  obtained  from  the  internal  ex- 
hibition of  opium.  Thirty  or  forty  drops 
of  laudanum,  given  at  bed-time,  or  on  the 
accellion  of  Chordee,  very  feldom  fail  to 
prevent  or  remove  it. 

Emollient  injections  thrown  into  the 
urethra,  particularly  when  impregnated 
with  opium,  have  alfo  a  powerful  influence 
in  leflening  the  violence  of  Chordee  ^  and 
as  the  heat  and  irritation  which  coftive- 
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nefs  always  excites  tends  greatly  to  aug- 
ment the  feverity  of  this  fymptom,  we 
often  find  it  relieved  by  the  operation  of 
a  laxative. 

A  temporary  relief  is  often  derived 
from  the  application  of  a  cold  folution  of 
faccharum  faturni,  and  I  have  known  the 
external  application  of  camphor  prove 
ferviceable  :  when  difiblved  in  fpirit  of 
wine  it  proves  ufeful,  but  it  acts  with 
more  advantage  when  difiblved  in  oil. 
Frictions  with  mercurial  ointment  have 
been  much  recommended  for  the  removal 
of  Chordee,  but  as  I  have  commonly  de- 
rived more  advantage  from  the  ufe  of 
camphorated  oil,  I  conclude  that  it  is 
chiefly  the  emollient  properties  of  the 
mercurial  ointment  which  render  it  ufe- 
ful, and,  therefore,  the  inconveniencies 
which  fometimes  arife  from  mercury,  may 
here  be  avoided. 

In  fome  cafes  we  derive. advantage  from 
tying  the  penis  down  with  a  fillet  to  the 
thigh,  but  this  only  anfwers  where  the 
fymptoms  are  mild,  nor  mould  it  ever  be 

L  4  advifed 
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advifed  in  the  more  fevere  attacks  of  the 
difeafe.  Being  an  obvious  remedy  for 
countera&mg  an  eredion,  it  is  not  unfre- 
quently  employed  in  the  nrft  inflance  by 
the  patient ;  but  I  have  frequently  known 
it  do  harm,  either  from  the  fillet  being 
applied  too  tight,  or  from  the  parts  being 
In  fuch  a  ftate  of  tendernefs  as  to  render 
it  altogether  inadmiffible. 

When  none  of  thefe  remedies  fucceed, 
blood-letting  fometimes  proves  ufeful ; 
particularly  the  application  of  leeches  to 
the  parts  affected,  nor  ought  this  ever 
to  be  omitted  when  the  patient  is  of  a  ple- 
thoric habit,  or  when  the  pulfe  is  full. 
When  Chordee  takes  place  in  a  flight  de- 
gree only,  blood-letting  is  never  neceflary ; 
but  whenever  it  is  fevere,  and  refills  the 
other  remedies  that  I  have  mentioned,  we 
ought  never  to.  hefitate  in  advihng  it. 
Blood-letting  proves  more  effectual  than 
any  other  remedy  in  preventing  that  per- 
manent kind  of  Chordee,  which  fome- 
times proves  diftrefsful  long  after  every 

other 
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1  other  fymptom  of  Gonorrhoea  has  difap- 
peared.  . 

Opium,  as  I  have  already  obferved,  is 
one  of .  our  moil  effectual  remedies  in 
every  ftage  of  Chordee,  but  particularly 
where  it  has  been  of  long  duration.  In 
this  ftate  of  the  difeafe  I  have  fometimes 
found,  where  opium  has  failed,  that  hen- 
bane, as  I  have  already  advifed,  the  hyo- 
fcyamus  niger  of  Linnseus,  has  proved  ufe- 
ful.  Ten  grains  of  the  extract,  properly 
prepared,  mould  be  given  two  or  three 
times  a-day  at  firft,  and  the  dofe  increafed 
to  fifteen,  twenty,  or  more  grains,  accord- 
ing to  its  effects.  I  have  given  it  to  the 
extent  of  thirty  grains  three  times  a-day, 
with  no  inconvenience  whatever;  but  this 
was  after  the  patient  had  been  for  feme 
weeks  accuftomed  to  take  it. 

I  believe,  indeed,  as  I  have  already  ob- 
ferved, that  we  commonly  err  in  giving 
too  fmall  dofes  of  hyofcyamus,  and  that 
more  benefit  would  enfue  from  it,  were  it 
given  in  larger  quantities. 


S  E  G- 
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SECTION  IX. 

Of  Hemorrhages  from  the  Urethra. 

IN  the  defcription  of  the  difeafe,  we 
have  feen  that  the  matter  of  Gonor- 
rhoea is  frequently  tinged  with  blood. 
When  the  quantity  of  blood  is  inconfider- 
able,  little  or  no  notice  is  taken  of  it ;  the 
matter  gradually  acquires  the  common 
appearance,  and  a  cure  is  accomplifhed  in 
the  ufual  way ;  but  when  a  blood-veffel 
of  any  magnitude  burfts  in  the  urethra,  as 
fometimes  happens  when  the  inflammation 
runs  high,  Rich  quantities  of  blood  are 
diicharged  as  prove  highly  alarming.  I 
have  known  different  inftances  of  three 
or  four  pounds  of  blood  being  difcharged 
from  the  urethra  in  the  fpace  of  a  few 
hours. 

On  the  fir  ft  appearance  of  this  fymp- 
torn  complete  reft  fhould  be  advifed,  for 

nothing 
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nothing  tends  more  to  promote  haemor- 
rhages of  every  kind,  particularly  thofe 
from  the  penis,  than  bodily  exertion. 
The  patient's  bowels  mould  be  opened 
with  a  gentle  laxative  ;  his  diet  mould  be 
of  a  cooling  nature  ;  he  mould  be  kept 
in  a  cool,  well-aired  apartment,  and  the 
penis  mould  be  immerfed,  from  time  to 
time,  in  a  cold  folution  of  faccharum  fa- 
turni,  in  equal  parts  of  vinegar  and  water. 

In  Haemorrhages  of  every  kind  I  have 
derived  much  advantage  from  a  plentiful 
ufe  of  kino,  and  particularly  in  the  fymp- 
tom  which  we  are  now  conlidering.  It 
may  be  given  in  the  quantity  of  twenty 
grains  four  times  a-day,  either  by  itfelf 
or  rubbed  with  equal  parts  of  gum  arabic 
and  fine  fugar,  which  renders  it  both 
more  palatable  and  more  grateful  to  the 
ftomach. 

In  fome  cafes  aftringent  injections 
prove  ufeful  ;  particularly  infivfions  of  red 
rofe  leaves,  impregnated  with  allum,  as 
in  No.  21,  and  No.  14*,  of  which  bal- 

famum 
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famum  copaiba  forms  the  bafis.  The  in- 
jections mould  be  thrown  up  with  cau- 
tion, and  retained  by  compreflmg  the  ure- 
thra as  long  as  the  patient  can  bear  them. 

When  all  thefe  means  prove  unfuccefs- 
ful,  and  when  there  is  caufe  to  fulpedt  that 
the  patient's  life  may  be  endangered  by 
the  lofs  of  too  much  blood,  recourfe  muft 
be  .had  to  preflure.  I  have,  in  different 
inftances,  put  an  immediate  flop  to  the 
difcharge,  by  inferring  a  bougie  into  the 
penis.  When  the  bougie  is  large  no- 
thing farther  is  neceflary  ;  but  when  it 
does  not  prove  fuccefsful  of  itfelf,  if  the 
difcharge  proceeds  from  the  fore-part  of 
the  penis,  it  may  be  flopped  at  once  by 
gentle  preflure  with  a  narrow  roller  \  and 
when  it  flows  from  the  perineum,  preflure 
with  the  hand  or  fingers  fhould  be  prefer- 
red. 

With  a  view  to  obtain  a  long  continued 
prefTure,  a  catheter  of  elaflic  gum  may  be 
ufed  inflead  of  a  bougie,  by  which  the  pa- 
tient, with  due  care  and  attention,  may 
void  his  urine  while  the  preflure  is  con- 
tinued : 


-Seel.  IX. 


from  the  Urethra, 


*57 


tinued  :  but  if  the  bladder  is  emptied  im- 
mediately before  the  bougie  is  introduced, 
it  may,  for  the  moft  part,  be  retained  as 
long  as  is  neceflary. 

Having  in  this  and  the  preceding  fee- 
tions  confidered  Gonorrhoea  in  the  differ- 
ent forms  under  which  it  occurs  in  men, 
I  mall  now  offer  a  few  obfervations  upon 
the  fame  difeafe  as  it  appears  in  females. 


SECTION  X. 
Of  Gonorrhoea  in  Women. 

WOMEN  are  lefs  fufceptible  of  Go- 
norrhoea than  men ;  and  with 
them  it  is  alfo  lefs  violent  in  its  fymp- 
toms,  and  lefs  alarming  in  its  confequen- 
ces. 

Why  men  mould  be  more  readily  in- 
fe&ed  than  women  is  difficult  to  explain; 
but  that  the  difeafe  mould  prove  more 
violent  in  men  is  evident.     The  parts 

which 


158  Of  Gonorrhoea  Cb.  II. 


which  it  attacks  are  more  numerous,  and 
more  deeply  feated ;  and  we  find  that  all 
the  fymptoms  of  the  difeafe  are  mild  or 
fevere,  according;  as  the  parts  affected 
are  deeply-  feated,  or  otherwife.  Hence, 
as  long  as  the  extremity  of  the  urethra 
only  is  affected,  the  fymptoms  of  Gonor- 
rhoea are  equally  violent  in  both  fexes. 
During  the  continuance  of  the  firfl  ftage 
of  the  difeafe  in  men,  the  pain  is  never 
more  fevere  than  we  often  meet  with  it 
in  women,  nor  does  it  ever  become  fo  till 
the  inflammation  proceeds  to  a  greater 
depth. 

In  women  the  difcharge  proceeds  either 
from  the  vagina  or  urethra,  and  in  fome 
cafes,  partly  from  both.  When  the  vagina 
only  is  affected,  the  pain  is  inconfiderable, 
unlefs  the  matter  is  fo  acrid  as  to  inflame 
the  clitoris,  nymphse,  or  labia  pudendi,  as 
we  fometimes  find  is  the  cafe ;  but  when- 
ever the  urethra  is  the  feat  of  the  difeafe, 
the  fame  degree  of  ardor  urinae  takes 
place  as  ufually  happens  in  men.  Nay, 
in  women  this  fymptom  is  often  more  fe- 
vere, 
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vere,  and  the  inflammation  proceeds  more 
readily  and  more  frequently  in  them  to 
the  bladder,  than  it  ufually  does  in  men ; 
for,  in  moft  inftances  of  Gonorrhoea  in 
women,  they  complain  of  fevere  pain 
over  the  loins,  and  all  the  region  of  the 
bladder,  and  their  urine  very  commonly 
depofits  mucus  in  fuch  quantities  as  indi- 
cates a  confiderable  affection  of  that  or- 
gan. 

This  muft  happen  from  the  pafTage  to 
the  bladder  being  confiderably  fhorter  in 
them  than  in  men  ;  and  the  urethra  being 
wider,  and  not  fo  liable  to  be  obftructed, 
the  fymptoms  arifing  from  affections  of 
this  part  are  neither  fo  fevere,  nor  are 
they  ufually  of  fuch  long  continuance. 

On  examining  the  feat  of  Gonorrhoea 
in  women,  it  is  often  difficult  to  deter- 
mine whether  the  difeafe  exifhs  or  not, 
and  if  the  patient  is  inclined  to  conceal 
any  circumftances  connected  with  her 
fituation,  it  is  altogether  impoflible  to  af- 
•  certain  this  point  with  precifion.  This 
uncertainty  often  occurs  from  the  fimila- 
rity  of  Gonorrhoea  to  the  matter  of  rluor 
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albus,  a  difeafe  to  which  women  are  fo 
very  liable,  that  in  fome  degree,  fcarcely 
any  but  the  moft  robuft  are  at  all  times 
free  of  it.  Befides  a  fimilarity  in  the 
matter,  the  heat  of  urine,  and  inflamma- 
tion of  the  contiguous  parts,  are  often  e- 
qually  fevere  in  the  fluor  albus  as  they 
commonly  are  in  Gonorrhoea. 

The  chief  diftinction  which  external  ap- 
pearances afford  between  the  two  difeafes, 
is,  that  in  fluor  albus  the  matter  is  of  a 
whiter  colour  than  in  Gonorrhoea.  In 
the  latter,  it  is  fomewhat  of  a  cream  co- 
lour, whereas  in  fluor  albus  it  is  ufually 
pale  and  white,  and  of  a  thinner  confid- 
ence. It  muff,  however,  be  acknowledged, 
that  thefe  means  of  diftinc~Hon  are  by  no 
means  fufBcient,  and  that  no  certainty 
with  regard  to  it  can  be  obtained,  but  by  a 
/full  account  being  received  from  the  pa- 
tient herfelf  of  all  the  circumftances  con- 
nected with  her  lituation.  When  a  woman  is 
feized  with  heat  of  urine,  and  a  difcharge 
of  matter  from  the  parts  of  generation,  and 
at  the  fame  time  admits  that  thefe  fymp- 

toms 
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toms  fucceeded  to  her  connection  with 
a  man  labouring  under  Gonorrhoea,  no 
doubt  will  remain  of  the  nature  of  the 
difeafe :  but,  when  a  patient  inclines  to 
conceal  the  real  caufe  of  her  difeafe,  no 
means  with  which  we  are  yet  acquainted 
are  fufficient  to  afcertain  the  difference 
between  fluor  albus  and  Gonorrhoea. 

It  fortunately  however,  happens,  that 
the  remedy  which  anfwers  with  moft  cer- 
tainty in  the  one,  proves  equally  power- 
ful in  the  other  :  the  remedy  to  which  I 
allude  is  an  aftringent  injection.  All  the 
variety  of  injections  enumerated  in  the 
foregoing  feci  ions  may  be  ufed  with  equal 
propriety  here  :  but  it  is  chiefly  the  vi- 
triolic folution,  No.  1 8,  upon  which  much 
dependence  mould  be  placed.  When  du- 
ly perlifled  in,  and  thrown  up  five  or  fix 
times  a-day,  it  feldom  fails,  in  women, 
to  accomplifh  a  cure  of  Gonorrhoea,  and 
it  proves  equally  fuccefsful,  as  I  have  ob- 
fcrved  above,  in  removing  the  fluor  al- 
bus. 

Vol.  I.  M  Where, 
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Where,  indeed,  the  conftitution  is  much 
debilitated,  and  where  the  difcharge  is 
kept  up  by  general  relaxation  of  the  con- 
ftitution, although  injections  may  remove 
the  running,  they  will  not  prevent  a  re- 
turn of  it  5  but  from  much  experience  of 
their  influence  I  can  recommend  them  as 
the  mod  powerful  remedy  that  has  yet 
been  employed  for  this  very  diftrefsful 
fymptom,  to  which  a  great  proportion  of 
females  are  liable. 

When  the  difcharge  proceeds  from  the 
vagina  injections  may  be  ufed  with  much 
freedom  ;  but  in  throwing  them  into  the 
urethra  more  circumfpection  is  required 
even  than  in  men.  The  urethra  in  women 
being  fliprt,  and  the  fphincterof  the  blad- 
der more  ealily  forced,  if  injections  arc 
thrown  up  with  violence  they  readily  pafs 
into  the  bladder ;  and  as  this  might  be 
productive  of  much  irritation  and  pain,  it 
ought  to  be.  carefully  guarded  againfl. 
With  proper  attention  this  is  eafily  done  ; 
and  as  the  running  proceeds,  for  the  moft 
part,  from  within  half  an  inch  of  the  ex- 
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tremity  of  the  urethra,  there  is  no  necef- 
fity  for  throwing  injections  farther. 

Where  the  difeafe  is  entirely  confined 
to  the  urethra  or  vagina,  a  cure  may  al- 
ways be  accomplifhed  by  injections;  par- 
ticularly if  at  the  fame  time  due  atten- 
tion is  given  to  diet,  and  to  the  (late  of 
the  bowels  :  but  where  the  bladder  is  al- 
ready difeafed,  other  remedies  are  requir- 
ed. The  patient  muft  lofe  blood  in  quan- 
tities proportioned  to  her  ftrength ;  her 
diet  mould  be  low  3  her  bowels  mould  be 
kept  -eafy  with  gentle  laxatives  >  and  the 
pain  and  irritation  mould  be  lefTened  or 
removed  with  dofes  of  opiates  proportion- 
ed to  the  violence  of  thefe  fymptoms. 

In  women  the  mucous  glands  of  the 
parts  affected  are  apt  to  inflame,  although 
not  fo  frequently  as  in  men,  nor  are  the 
confequences  which  refult  from  them  fo 
apt  to  prove  permanent.  This  may  hap- 
pen from  none  of  thefe  glands  being  fo 
large  in  women  :  hence,  when  they  fwell 
from  inflammation,  they  do  not  arrive  at 
fuch  a  bulk,  and  when  they  fuppurate,  the 
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abfccflcs  which  enfuc  more  eafily  heal. 
They  are  chiefly  feated  in  the  labia  pu- 
dendi  and  vagina. 

;  Swellings  of  this  defcription  in  women 
require  the  fame  method  of  treatment  as 
in  men.  Blood-letting,  both  general  and 
local,  mould  be  advifed  on  the  fir  it-  ap- 
pearance of  the  tumours,  and  the  parts  af- 
fected fhould  be  kept  covered  with  a  cold 
lblutioii  of  faccharum  faturni  inwater  and 
vinegar.  When  this  fails  in  preventing 
their  increafe,  warm,  emollient  cataplafms 
fhould  be  advifed,  in  order  to  forward 
fuppuration ;  and  this  taking  place,  the 
tumour  mould  be  opened  by  a  free  inci- 
fion  from  one  end  to  the  other. 

Where  thefe  tumours  arrive  at  a  larger 
fize  than  ulual,  I  have,  in  different  inftan- 
ces,  both  in  men  and  women,  difcharged  the 
matter  by  the  introduction  of  a  fcton.*  But 
as  fetons  are  not  in  this  fituation  eatily 
managed,  the  mode  of  opening  them  by 
incilion  fhould  be  preferred ;  and  it  will 
commonly  be  found  that  we  fucceed  beft 
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by  laying  the  abfcefs  open  through  its 
whole  length. 

In  the  treatment  of  "Gonorrhoea  in  fe- 
males fome  uniformly  prefcribe  mercury, 
although  they  never  advife  it  in  men. 
This  they  do.  from  an  idea  of  its  being 
more  frequently  connected  with  Lues  Ve- 
nerea in  women  than  in  men. 

I  have  not  found',  however,  that  this  is 
the  cafe,  or  that  there  is  caufe  for  mer- 
cury being  given  for  this  difeafe  in  women 
more  than  in  men.  Gonorrhoea  often 
taks  place  in  women  as  it  does  in  men, 
along  with  Lues  Venerea  :  in  fiich  cir- 
cumstances mercury  mult  no  doubt  be  em- 
ployed ;  but  by  no  means  on  account  of 
the  Gonorrhoea.  So  far  as  my  obferva- 
tion  goes,  the  difeafe  is  to  be  cured  in 
both  fexes  in  the  fame  manner,  chiefly,  as 
I  have  already  remarked,  by  the  ufe  of 
aftringent  injections. 

It  happens,  indeed,  in  women,  as  it  al~ 
fo  does  in  men,  that  Gonorrhoea,  particu- 
larly the  milder  forms  of  the  difeafe,  will 
difappear  whether  injections  are  ufed  or 
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not.  This,  informer  times,  was  attribut- 
ed to  the  purgative,  demulcent,  and  aftrin- 
gent  medicines,  which  in  every  inftance 
of  the  difeafe  were  ufed  in  large  quanti- 
ties ;  but  by  later  experience  we  know 
that  none  of  thefe  remedies  are  neeeffary, 
and  that  the  difeafe  difappears  as  foon, 
and  with  as  much  certainty,  where  none 
of  them  are  employed,  merely  by  keeping 
the  parts  clean,  with  a  due  attention  to 
regimen. 

In  fpeaking  of  cleanlinefs,  It  is  proper 
to  remark,  that  both  in  men  and  women 
it  ought  at  all  times  to  be  inculcated,, 
particularly  in  women,  in  whom  the  mat^ 
ter  of  Gonorrhoea  is  apt  to  become  acrid, 
and  to  excoriate  the  parts  to  which  it  is 
applied. 

Attention  to  this  circumftance  is  often 
advifed  on  the  fuppontion  of  chancres 
being  likely  to  occur  from  the  matter  of 
Gonorrhoea  being  allowed  to  reft  long 
upon  any  particular  {pot.  Whatever  ex- 
cites attention  to  cleanlinefs  is  always 
proper ,  but  no  practitioner  of  obferva- 
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tion  will  now  admit,  that  cleanlinefs  in 
Gonorrhoea  proves  ufeful  by  preventing 
chancres.  Were  this  the  cafe,  excoria- 
tions produced  by  Gonorrhoea  would  not 
heal  but  with  the  ufe  of  mercury ;  whereas 
we  all  know,  that  they  never  require  mer- 
cury, and  that  they  heal  eafily  merely  by 
bathing  the  parts  frequently,  and  prevent- 
ing the  matter  from  refting  upon  them  in 
future.  When  bathing  in  water  alone 
does  not  fucceed,  a  weak  folution  of  fac- 
charum  faturni  or  ceruffa  acetata,  will 
fometimes  anfwer,  in  the  proportion  of  a 
grain  to  an  ounce  of  diftilled  water. 


SECTION  XL 

Recapitulation. 

I Have  thus  finifhed  the  obfervations 
that  I  meant  to  offer  upon  Gonorrhoea 
as  it  appears  both  in  the  male  and  female 
patient ;  but  it  may  not  be  improper  in 
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this  place,  by  a  fhort  and  general  reca- 
pitulation, to  bring  all  that  I  have  faid 
into  one  point  of  view. 

1.  From  the  arguments  that  I  have 
Hated  in  the  preceding  fections,  it  appears 
that  Gonorrhoea  is  a  local  difeafe,  pro- 
ceeding from  a  fpecific  contagion,  and 
not  neceflarily  connected  with  any  other. 

2.  That  thedifcharge  of  matter  in  Go- 
norrhoea is  not  the  effeeT:  of  ulceration, 
but  proceeds  from  an  inflamed  ftate  of 
the  urethra  and  contiguous  parts. 

3.  That  this  inflammation,  while  con- 
fined to  the  membrane  of  the  urethra, 
particularly  to  the  parts  near  to  the  ex- 
tremity of  the  penis,  never  excites  any 
alarming  fymptom  :  a  difcharge  of  mat- 
ter, accompanied  with  ardor  urinse,  and 
fome  flight  degree  of  Chordee,  being  al- 
moft  the  only  fymptom s  that  take  place. 
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4.  That  the  difeafe  is  always  formi- 
dable in  proportion  to  the  depth  of  parts 
that  are  affected,  the  fymptoms  being- 
more  or  lefs  violent,  and  productive  of 
more  or  lefs  hazard,  according  as  the 
inflammation  has  reached  to  Cowper's 
glands,  the  prof! ate  gland,  or  to  the  blad- 
der. 

5.  That  in  the  cure  of  Gonorrhoea  no 
advantage  is  derived  from  mercury  or  any 
remedy  acting  entirely  on  the  conftitu- 
tion.  The  difeafe  being  local  no  medicine 
proves  ufeful  but  fuch  as  acts  directly  up- 
on the  parts  affected. 

6.  That'  where  the  membrane  of  the 
urethra  alone  is  affected,  no  remedy  proves 
fo  fuccefsful  as  aftringent  injections  *. 

7.  That  thefe  injections,  in  order  to  act 
with  fafety  and  advantage,  muft  be  thrown 
up  with  much  caution,  and  repeated  from 

fix 
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fix  to  eight  or  ten  times  a  day,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  difeafe;  lefs  frequent- 
ly as  the  difcharge  fefTena,  and  at  laft,  in 
a  gradual  manner,  laid  entirely  afide. 

8.  But  although  injections  of  this  de- 
scription may  be  ufed  with  fafety  where 
the  membrane  of  the  urethra  only  is  af- 
fected, they  are  never  employed  but  with 
much  rifk  of  doing  harm  where  the  inflam- 
mation has  reached  to  Cowper's  glands, 
to  the  proftate  gland,  or  to  the  bladder. 

9.  That  the  greateft  attention  is  there- 
fore required  in  diftinguifhing  between 
the  different  ftages  of  Gonorrhoea  \  the 
want  of  this,  having,  with  fome  practi- 
tioners, brought  the  ufe  of  injections  into 
difcredit,  when  the  fault  did  not  lie  in 
the  remedy,  but  in  the  improper  mode  of 
applying  it. 

10.  That  in  all  ftates  of  Gonorrhoea, 
where  the  inflammation  has  gone  farther 
than  the  membrane  of  the  urethra,  inflead 
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•  of  wifhing  to  remove  the  difcharge,  we 
1  mould  rather  endeavour  to  folic  it  a  great- 
i  er  flow  of  it  y  the  running,  in  fuch  cir- 
(Cumftances,  being  only  a  fecondary  object 

when  compared  with  the  confequences 
1  that  enfue  from  inflammation  proceeding 
1  to  a  great  height.    For  the  more  certain 

prevention  of  which,  blood-letting,  both 
j  general  and  local,  are  particularly  ufeful, 
1  on  the  firft  approach  of  fuch  fymptoms  as 

indicate  an  affection  either  of  the  mucous 

glands  of  the  urethra,  the  proftate  gland, 

or  bladder. 

11.  That  when,  notwithftanding  of 
blood-letting,  a  low  regimen,  and  other 
parts  of  an  antiphlogiftic  courfe,  tumours 
form  in  Cowper's  glands,  or  in  other  parts 
contiguous  to  the  urethra,  and  when  thefe 
parts  actually  fuppurate,  the  matter  fhould 
be  immediately  difcharged  by  an  inciflon 
of  a  fufficient  lize,  and  the  fore  treated  in 
the  ufual  way. 

12.  That 
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T2.  That  in  affections  of  the  prolate 
gland,  which  do  not  give  way  to  blood- 
letting, opium  is  chiefly  to  be  depended 
on  for  relieving  the  irritation  and  -diitrefs 
which  enfue  from  them ;  the  pain  being 
often  fofevere  that  no  other  remedy  proves 
u'feful.  That  opium,  in  thefe  cafes,  proves 
always  moft  effectual  when  applied  direct- 
ly'to  the  parts  affected,  in  the  form  of  in- 
jection; and  that  extract  of  hyofcyamus 
may  be  ufed  when  the  coftivenefs  that 
ufually  refults  from  opium,  proves  hurt- 
ful. 

13.  That  when  the  bladder  is  affected, 
opium  or  hyofcyamus  are  in  like  manner 
to  be  ufed  for  relieving  the  pain.  That 
uva  urn*  is  the  moft  effectual  remedy  for 
obviating  the  difcharge  of  vifcid  mucus 
the  ufual  confequerice  of  inflammation  of 
the  bladder ;  and  that  the  thickening  of 
the  coats  of  the  bladder,  which  inflamma- 
tion, from  whatever  caufe  it  arifes,  is  apt 
to  induce,  has  in  fome  cafes  been  removed 
by  a  gentle  courfe  of  mercury. 

14.  And 
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14.  And  laftly,  it  appears,  that  the  lead- 
ling  fymptoms  of  Gonorrhoea  are  fo  much 
alike  in  both  fexes,  that  the  general  me- 
thod of  treatment  is  applicable  to  both  : 
only  that  in  women,  as  the  fituation  and 
organization  of  the  parts  admit  of  it,  in- 
jections may  at  all  periods  of  the  difeafe 
be  ufed  with  more  freedom  than  in  men , 
an  inflamed  ftate  of  the  bladder  being,  in 
women,  almofl  the  only  circumftance  that 
can  take  place  in  Gonorrhoea  to  render 
injections  improper. 
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CHAPTER  III. 

Of  the  Confequences  of  Gonorrhoea  Virulent  a* 


SECTION  I. 

General  Remarks  on  the  Confequences  of  Go- 
norrhoea Virulenta. 

ALTHOUGH  the  treatment  pointed 
out  in  the  preceding  fections  for  the 
cure  of  Gonorrhoea  proves  in  general  fuc- 
cefsful,  yet  it  muft  be  admitted,  that  this 
does  not  always  happen ;  that  inftances 
occur  of  different  fymptoms  proving  ob- 
ftinate,  notwithstanding  a  careful  and  at- 
tentive 
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tentive  application  of  every  remedy  with 
which  we  are  acquainted. 

The  caufes  of  this  failure  I  have  already 
endeavoured  to  explain.  In  this  part  of 
the  work  I  mean  to  fpeak  of  the  confe- 
quences  of  Gonorrhoea,  fome  of  which 
are,  in  moll  inftances,  the  effect  of  mis- 
management, while  others  enfue  after  the 
greater!  care  and  attention  in  the  conduct 
of  the  cure.  They  are  all,  however,  of  a 
local  nature,  and  not  neceilarily  connected 
with  any  general  difeafe  of  the  conftitu- 
tion.  The  following  is  the  order  in  which 
I  mean  to  treat  of  them  : 

Gleet ;  feminal  weaknefs  and  impoten- 
cy  ;  ftrictures  in  the  urethra  \  abfceiTes  and 
nftulse  in  perinea ;  deranged  fenfations  in 
the  bladder  and  urethra  ;  fwelling  of  the 
tefticle ,  fwelling  of  the  epidydimis  and 
fpermatic  chord  \  fwelling  of  the  lympha- 
tic veflels  of  the  penis }  fwelling  of  the 
glands  in  the  groin  ;  excoriations  of  the 
glans  and  prepuce  \  phymofis ;  paraphy- 
mohs  j  warts  on  the  glans,  prepuce,  and 
Jab  ia  pudendi.    And,  laftly,  I  mall  add  a 

few 
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few  obfervations  on  what  may  be  termed 
Gonorrhoea  Simplex,  in  which  a  difcharge 
takes  place  from  the  urethra,  without  any 
infectious  matter  being  applied  to  it. 


SECTION  II. 
Of  Gleets. 

~\%  7"HEN  the  difcharge  in  Gonorrhoea 
v  ▼    continues  obftinate,  after  the  fymp- 
toms  of  inflammation  are  removed,  the 
difeafe  is  ufually  termed  a  Gleet. 

From  this  definition, we  might  be  led  to> 
imagine  that  the  import  of  the  term  Gleet 
would  be  clearly  and  generally  underftood, 
and  that  there  could  be  no  rifk  of  its'  be- 
ing mifapplied.  This,  however,  is  not  the 
cafe ;  for  the  fymptoms  which  one  practi- 
tioner confiders  as  Gleet,  are  by  others 
faid  to  be  Gonorrhoea.  Some  alTert  that 
Gleet  does  not  take  place  till  the  difcharge 
2  becomes 
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becomes  colourlefs,  and  refembles  mucus  ; 
while  others  are  of  opinion  that  Gonor- 
rhoea changes  into  Gleet  before  this  change 
of  colour  is  perceived. 

All  agree  in  this,  that  Gleet  does  not 
take  place  fo  long  as  the  difcharge  is  ca- 
pable of  communicating  infection;  but  no 
precife  marks  have  yet  been  difcovered 
by  which  we  can  judge  of  this  circum- 
stance with  precifion.  When  the  difcharge 
becomes  tranfparent  and  vifcid,  like  mu- 
cus, I  believe  that  no  infection  will  ever 
eufue  from  it ;  but  I  alfo  fuppofe,  that  it  is 
often  equally  harmlefs  long  before  this 
change  has  appeared  in  it.  By  the  ufe 
of  aftringent  injections,  demulcents,  and 
cooling  purgatives  ;  and,  in  fome  cafes,  by 
the  lapfe  of  time  alone,  the  running  in 
Gonorrhoea  will  lofe  its  colour,  acquire  a 
mucous  appearance,  and  even  abate  in 
quantity,  and  yet  it  will  again  become 
yellow,  and  appear  in  larger  quantities 
than  at  firft.  In  fuch  circumftances  the 
difcharge  may  be  considered  as  altogether 
deprived  of  the  power  of  communicating 
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infection  j  at  leaft  no  inflance  of  the  con- 
trary has  ever  occurred  to  me,  and  I  have 
reafon  to  think,  that,  in  every  inflance  it 
will  be  found  to  prove  inofTenfive  where 
the  inflammation  by  which  it  was  at  firfl 
induced  has  been  once  completely  re- 
moved, whatever  the  method  of  cure  may 
have  been  by  which  this  was  accomplish- 
ed :  while,  on  the  contrary,  1  am  con- 
vinced, from  a  variety  of  facts  which  I 
could  enumerate,  that  fo  long  as  the  pri- 
mary inflammation  of  Gonorrhoea  con- 
tinues, however  long  this  may  be,  the  dis- 
charge is  equally  capable  as  at  the  firfl 
of  communicating  infection.  Admitting, 
therefore  that  the  running  mould  not  be 
denominated  Gleet  fo  long  as  it  remains 
infectious,  it  is  evident  that  this  term 
ought  not  to  be  applied  to  it,  till  it  has 
become  clear  and  tranfparent,  or  till  the 
inflammation  by  which  it  was  at  firfl:  ex- 
cited is  removed,  and  of  which  we  can 
only  be  certain  by  the  pain  having  ceafed 
which  accompanied  the  inflammatory  flate 
of  the  difeafc.  The  difcharge  in  Gonor- 
rhoea 
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rhoea  frequently  difappears  ent'rely,  and 
the  patient  confiders  himfelf,  for  the 
ipace  of  feveral  days,  nay,  in  fome  in- 
ftances,  for  weeks,  as  completely  cured  5 
when,  either  by  violent  exertion  on  horfe- 
back  or  on  foot,  by  excefs  in  drinking*,  or 
too  early  connection  with  women,  the 
running  will  again  take  place,  with  every 
mark  of  a  new  infection.  When  the  pa- 
tient, however,  is  confcious  of  not  having 
expofed  himfelf  to  the  ri/k  of  being  in- 
fected, he  may  always  confider  this  reno- 
vated difcharge  as  of  a  harailefs  nature, 
provided  the  inflammation  and  pain  by 
which  it  was  at  firft  excited  had  previouf- 
ly  difappeared.  Among  other  proofs  of 
this,  I  might  mention,  various  inftances 
of  married  men,  who,  from  Gonorrhoea 
contracted  in  youth,  have  frequently, 
during  life,  from  one  or  other  of  the 
caufes  that  I  have  mentioned,  experienced 
frequent  returns  of  this  difcharge,  who, 
in  this  fituation,  have  had  frequent  con- 
nection with  their  wives,  without  com- 
municating the  difeafe.  In  fome  of  thefe 
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the  difcharge  will  be  abfent  for  feveral 
weeks,  nay,  for  months  together ;  while 
in  others  it  has  not  difappeared  for  more 
than  two  or  three  days  at  once,  during  the 
fpace  of  twenty  years. 

On  the  firft  recurrence  of  this  renovated 
difcharge,  as  I  have  termed  it,  it  has  ex- 
actly the  appearance  of  a  new  infection ; 
but  the  event  foon  mews  it  to  be  different. 
If  aftringent  injections  are  employed, 
they,  for  the  moft  part,  put  an  immediate 
flop  to  the  difcharge ;  and,  when  left  to 
itfelf,  the  matter  becomes  more  quickly 
colourlefs  than  in  recent  cafes  of  Gonor- 
rhoea. 

In  one  inftance,  a  gentleman  applied  to 
me  in  a  flate  of  great  anxiety  and  diftrefs, 
the  day  after  his  marriage.  He  came 
upwards  of  twenty  miles  from  the  coun- 
try, with  every  appearance  of  a  recent 
clap  5  which,  he  afllired  me,  had  broken 
out  that  very  morning,  although  no  ap- 
pearance of  an  infection,  under  which  he 
formerly  laboured,  had  been  perceived 
for  upwards  of  three  months,  nor  had  he, 
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during  that  period,  been  expo  fed  to  the 
rifk  of  getting  a  new  one.  This,  in  the 
ftate  of  temporary  frenzy,  under  which 
I  found  him,  led  to  the  diftrefsful.  idea  of 
v  his  having  been  infected  during  the  pre- 
ceding night,  by  his  newly  married  wife. 
I  allured  him  that  this  was  impoiTible ; 
for  that,  independent  of  the  furety  which 
he  derived  from  the  unblemifhed  charac- 
ter of  his  wife,  no  infection  could  have 
appeared  with  fuch  violence  in  fuch  a 
fhort  fpace  of  time ;  and  on  hearing  that 
he  formerly  laboured  under  Gleet,  I  alfo 
ventured  to  fay,  that  the  difcharge  would 
probably  difappear  almoft  as  fuddenly  as 
its  approach  had  been  rapid.  My  pre- 
diction proved  true.  I  immediately  threw 
up  a  vitriolic  injection,  and  caufed  him 
repeat  it  three  or  four  times  in  the  courfe 
of  a  few  hours.  By  five  or  fix  o'clock  in 
the  afternoon  nothing  but  a  flight  oozing 
from  the  urethra  was  perceptible  5  I  fur- 
nifhed  him  with  more  of  the  injection, 
and  he  went  home  perfectly  fatisfied  in 
the  evening. 
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This  happened  feveral  years  ago,  and 
the  fame  appearances  have  uniformly  re- 
curred fince  that  period,  upon  every  con- 
nection with  his  wife,  but  no  infection  has 
ever  been  communicated  to  her.  For  a 
confiderable  time  he  always  had  recourfc 
to  the  in  ection  on  the  running  taking 
place,  but  at  laft,  being  perfectly  convin- 
ced of  its  being  harmlefs,  he  allowed  it  to 
go  on ;  fo  that  for  thefe  laft  three  or  four 
years,  he  has  feldom  been  free  of  it  for 
ma  ly  days  together. 

But  although  patients,  when  long  ac- 
cuft  mud  to  this  difcharge,  come  to  find 
that  it  does  not  communicate  infection, 
Hill  they  can  never  look  upon  it  with  in- 
difference ;  they  all  find  it  troublefome 
and  diflrefsful,  and  are  therefore,  at  times, 
anxious  to  have  it  removed.  When,  along 
with  this  we  confider,  that  long  continued 
Gleets  are  apt  to  lay  the  foundation  of 
fome  very  obftinate  and  perplexing  dif- 
eafes  of  the  urethra,  it  mult  at  once  ap- 
pear, that  in  every  inftance,  this  fymptom 
merits  our  mofl  ierious  attention. 

Gleet 
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Gleet  feems  evidently  to  arife  from  dif- 
ferent caufes,  requiring  different  modes  of 
treatment :  it  will  therefore  be  proper  to 
confider  them  feparately. 

1.  The  moil  frequent  variety  of  Gleet 
fucceeds  to  the  fir  ft  ftage  of  Gonorrhoea, 
in  which  we  do  not  fuppofe,  that  the  ori- 
ginal inflammation  went  farther  than  the 
urethra  itfelf,  or  the  fmall  mucous  glands 
immediately  emptying  into  it. 

When  the  cure  of  this  ftage  of  Gonor- 
rhoea is  interrupted,  either  by  improper 
treatment,  or  by  negligence  on  the  part 
of  the  patient,  and  when  the  difcharge  is 
thereby  allowed  to  go  on  for  a  great  length 
of  time,  Gleet  is  thus  frequently  produ- 
ced. Aftringent  injections  will,  for  the 
moft  part  indeed,  put  a  flop  to  the  run- 
ning, but  the  flighted  excels  very  com- 
monly excites  a  return  of  it. 

This  variety  of  the  difeafe  we  conclude 
to  proceed  from  relaxation  and  debility  in 
the  parts  firft  affected,  and  that  the  obfti- 
nacy  with  which  it  often  continues  de- 
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pends  upon  a  farther  degree  of  weakness, 
induced  in  thefe  parts  by  the  longer  con- 
tinuance of  the  difcharge  ;  by  which  it 
would  appear  to  have  a  power,  if  not  coun- 
teracted, of  continuing  cr  propagating  it- 
(elf!  V:V.  ..•         tittiv&  M.. 

By  fome,  indeed,  this  idea  of  weaknefs 
or  relaxation  being  capable  of  producing 
Gleet,  is  ridiculed  j  and  as  the  fuggeftion 
comes  from  very  refpe&able  authority  I 
think  it  right  to  notice  it  *. 

Mr  Hunter  obferves,  that  by  mechani- 
cal weaknefs  is  understood  the  want  of 
power  to  perform  fome  action,  or  fuftain 
fome  forces  by  animal  weaknefs  the  fame; 
but  he  cannot  underftand  the  expreiTion 
when  applied  to  an  animal,;  performing  an 
uncommon,  or  an  additional  action,  as 
feerns  from  the  quantity  of  matter  dis- 
charged, to  happen  in  Gleet. 

This  opinion  appears  to  be  founded  up- 
on the  idea  of  an  increafed  difcharge  be- 
ing always  the  confequence  of  an  increa- 
fed 

*  Vide  Treatife  on  the  Venereal  Difeafe,  by  John 
Hunter,  p.  100. 
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[fed  action  in  the  veflHs  of  the  part  from 
^whence  it  proceeds  5  and  it  originates  from 
Ibis  not  difcriminating  between  general 
(debility,  and  local  relaxation  or  lofs  of 
j tone  in  a  particular  part. 

Although  an  increafed  difcharge  in  the 
•  velTels  of  a  part  would  feern  to  imply  an 
:  increafed  aclion  in  thefe  vefleis,  yet  the 
reverfe  of  this  will,  I  believe,  in  moft  in- 
ftances,  be  found  to  happen  3  and  that  fu- 
perabundant  evacuations  proceed,  in  a 
great  proportion  of  cafes,  from  local  de- 
bility. Lofs  of  tone  in  the  exhalents,  will 
necefiarily  produce  a  more  copious  dif- 
charge of  their  contents  than  will  proba- 
bly happen  while  their  power  of  retention 
remains  entire.  Were  thefe  vefleis  un- 
connected with  the  reft  of  the  fyftem  this 
would  not  take  place ;  but  connected  as 
they  are  with  the  arterial  fyftem,  while 
the  vis  a  tergo  remains  the  fame,  any  par- 
tial debility  to  which  they  may  be  liable, 
xnu ft,  perhaps  univerfally,  be  attended 
with  a  preternatural  eiTufion  of  their  con- 
tents. 

There 
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There  is  much  reafon  to  fuppofe,  from 
the  phenomena  of  inflammation,  that  an 
increafed  a&ion  takes  place  in  the  veffels 
of  the  part  affected  :  but  during  the  ex- 
igence of  this  increafe  of  tone,  we  com- 
monly find,  that,  in  Gonorrhoea,  the  dis- 
charge is  not  fo  large  as  it  afterwards  be- 
comes when  the  fymptoms  of  inflamma- 
tion abate.  Nay,  it  is  well  known  that 
the  difcharge  is  apt  to  ftop  entirely  when 
the  parts  affected  inflame  to  a  greater  de- 
gree than  ufual,  and  that  nothing  fo  rea- 
dily folicits  a  return  of  it,  as  the  removal 
of  this  inflammation  by  emollient  injec- 
tions. 

This  is  an  argument  of  fome  import- 
ance in  favour  of  our  opinion,  and  it  is 
farther  confirmed  by  the  nature  of  many 
of  the  remedies  that  we  employ  in  Gleet  \ 
which  are  either  aftringent,  ftrengthen- 
ing,  or  flimulating,  and  other  applications 
of  a  fimilar  nature,  which  feem  to  a6t  by 
exciting:  an  increafed  exertion  in  the  vef-. 
fels  of  the  affe&ed  parts,  by  which  they 

are 
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Ure  enabled  to  refift  the  action  of  the  ar- 
terial fyftem  from  behind. 

I  therefore  confider  it  as  clear  and  de- 
rcided,  that  this  variety  of  Gleet  proceeds 
ffrom  relaxation  and  debility  of  the  exha- 
Uents  of  the  urethra,  and,  perhaps  alfo,  of 
ithe  excretory  ducts  of  the  frnaller  mucous 
{glands  of  that  palfage. 

This  opinion  of  Gleet  being  connected 
with  debility,  may  indeed  be  carried  too 
ffar,  as  happens,  I  believe,  daily  in  com- 
imon  practice.    Where  Gleet  has  been  of 
Hong  duration,  many  imagine  that  it  has 
» either  at  firft  arifen  from  general  weak- 
nefs,  or  that  it  has  tended  to  excite  fuch 
a  general  degree  of  debility  as  muft  ob- 
ftruct  every  attempt  towards  a  cure,  till 
this  ftate  of  the  fyftem  is  removed.  • 

Hence  patients  in  this  fituation  are  with 
much  care  and  anxiety  enjoined  the  ufe 
of  bark,  fteel,  and  other  tonics,  with  a 
view  to  remove  the  general  debility ;  while 
lefs  attention  is  ufually  given  to  the  real 
caufe  of  the  difeafe,  the  local  relaxation 
of  the  parts  affecled. 

That 
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That  general  weaknefs  often  takes  place 
in  Gleet,  and  that  it  may  even  be  induced 
by  a  long  continuance  of  the  difcharge, 
will  not  be  denied;  but  I  have  much  rea- 
fon  to  think,  that  in  practice,  this  idea  is 
often  carried  farther  than  it  ought  to  be. 
This  mult  always  be  the  cafe  whenever 
it  makes  us  lofe  fight,  as  I  have  obferved 
already,  of  the  real  origin  of  the  difeafe; 
but  there  is  alfo  caufe  to  imagine,  that  in 
giving  additional  vigour  to  the  fyftem 
at  large,  we  tend  to  increafe  the  difcharge 
by  the  urethra,  unlefs  the  tone  of  the 
parts  which  have  been  more  particularly 
weakened  be  at  the  fame  time'reftored. 
The  reafon  of  this  has  been  explained 
above,  and  I  have  often  had  proofs  of  the 
hurtful  tendency  of  the  practice ;  by 
which,  while  the  patient,  from  the  effe&s 
of  fea-bathing,  a  full  diet,  and  the  ufe  of 
tonics,  was  daily  getting  more  full  in  flefh 
than  he  was  before,  the  difeafe  has  evi- 
dently been  gaining  ground,  from  no  par- 
ticular attention  being  given  to  the  ftate 
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lof  the  parts  from  whence  the  running 
(originated. 

In  a  ftate  of  univerfal  debility,  whether 
[induced  by  a  long  continuance  of  the  dif- 
t:harge,  or  by  any  other  caufe,  the  moft 
[powerful  remedies  mould  no  doubt  be 
employed  for  it ;  but  what  I  wifh  to  in- 
rculcate  is,  that  in  common  practice  we 
(rather  do  harm  by  confidering  this  gene- 
kral  relaxation  of  the  fyftem  as  the  firft 
robject  of  attention,  when,  in  fact,  it  often  i 
either  does  not  take  place  at  all,  or  only 
iin  fuch  a  degree  as  to  render  it  a  matter 
oof  very  trifling  importance,  when  com- 
pared with  the  local  difeafe  in  the  ure- 
thra. 

In  a  great  proportion  of  cafes  of  this 
variety  of  Gleet,  our  attention  mould  be 
ichiefly  directed  to  this  affection  of^jhe 
iiurethra ;  and  by  experience  we  find  that 
Much  remedies  are  chiefly  to  be  relied  on 
as  act  directly  upon  the  feat  of  the  difeafe. 

Various  remedies  have  been  Employed 
tfor  this  purpofe,  but  they  may  all  be  com- 
prehended under  the  two  general  heads  of 

aftringents 
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aftringents  and  ftimulants  ;  for  all  that 
have  yet  been  found  ufeful  in  this  defcrip. 
tion  of  Gleet,  teem  either  to  ad:  by  their 
aftringent  properties,  or  by  their  power  of 
Simulating  the  parts  to  which  they  are 
applied. 

When  aftringent  injections  have  not 
been  employed,  they  ought,  in  the  firft 
place,  to  get  a  full  trial  5  for  although 
they  do  not  always  prove  luccefsful,  yet 
they  frequently  do  lb,  and  we  jfeldom  find 
that  any  ri/k  enfues  from  them,  as  fome- 
times  does  from  thole  which  ftimulate. 

Any  of  the  aftringent  folutions  for 
which  prefcriptions  are  given  in  the  Ap- 
pendix, may  be  employed  ;  but  the  vitrio- 
lic foiution,  No.  18.  is  one  of  the  fafeft, 
and  very  commonly  proves  the  moft  ef- 
fectual. In  the  ufe  of  all  aftringent  injec- 
tions they  ought  to  be  thrown  up  fre* 
quently,  not  lefs  than  fix  or  eight  times  a 
day.  This  I  particularly  noticed  when 
lpeaking  of  injections  in  Gonorrhoea,  and 
it  proves  equally  proper  in  this  variety  of 
Gleet. 

But 
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But  where  aftringent  injections  have 
ibeen  already  employed  for  the  cure  of  a 
hprevious  Gonorrhoea,  and  where  there  is 
jmo  doubt  of  their  having  received  a  pro- 
sper trial,  as  there  would  be  no  caufe  to  ex- 
hpect  advantage  from  a  farther  ufe  of  them, 
they  ought  not  to  be  longer  continued. 

In  that  ft  ate  of  the  difeafe  where  a  plen- 
tiful difcharge  takes  place,  with  little  or 
mo  pain,  and  where  aftringents  have  been 
itemployed  with  no  advantage,  ftimulating 
;applications  are  to  be  chiefly  trufted. 

The  ftimulants  that  we  employ- are  of 
itwo  kinds  ;  acrid  folutions  and  mixtures 
in  the  form  of  injections ;  and  bougies: 
which  ever  of  the  two  are  ufed,  it  ought 
ito  ftimulate  the  parts  gently  to  which  it 
is  applied,  but  not  in  fuch  a  degree  as  to 
excite  much  inflammation.    Remedies  of 
this  clafs  prove  moll  fuccefsful  where  they 
;give  only  a  moderate  degree  of  pain  and 
heat  in  the  urethra;  fuch  as  is  felt  in  the 
^commencement  of  the  firfl  ft  age  of  Go- 
norrhoea.  We  often  indeed  meet  with  in- 
ftances  of  a  newly  contracted  clap  carry- 
ing 
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ing  off  a  Gleet  of  long  duration ;  and  as 
this  is  always  productive  of  fome  degree 
of  inflammation,  we  conclude  that  the  re- 
medies employed  in  Gleet  mufl  act  in  a 
limilar  manner,  by  gently  Simulating  and 
exciting  the  parts  to  inflame  in  fuch  a  de- 
gree as  experience  mews  to  prove  ufeful. 
To  excite  violent  pain  would  at  all  times 
be  improper,  as  the  inflammation  which 
this  would  induce  might  occafionally  go 
too  far.  Much  harm,  indeed,  has  been 
done  by  Want  of  attention  to  this  circum- 
fiance.  A  fwelled  tefticle  is  not  an  un- 
common effect  of  it  ;  and  I  have  known  j 
the  inflammation  proceed  to  the  proftate  \ 
gland  and  bladder 

This,  however,  may  in  almoft  every  in- 
ftance  be  prevented,  by  due  attention  to 
the  ftrength  of  the  injection  5  nor  can  it 
ever  occur  but  from  fome  very  unufual  pe- 
culiarity in  the  flate  of  the  parts,  or  from 
great  inattention  on  the  part  of  the  practi- 
tioner. Although  none  can  go  more  fully 
into  the  ufe  of  injections  than  I  have  done 
for  a  long  time  paft,  I  have  not  met  with 

more 
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more  than  two  or  three  inftances  of  fwcll- 
ing  of  the  teftes  being  ever  induced  by 
them:  I  rather,  indeed,  think  that  a  pro- 
per ufe  of  injections  tends  to  prevent  fuch 
frequent  recurrences  of  ..this  fymptorn  as 
would  otherwife  happen.  It  has  not  at 
leaft  been  nearly  fo  frequent,  in  the  courfe 
of 'my  experience,  hnce  I  trufted  almofl 
entirely  to  injections  for  the  cure  of.  Go- 
norrhoea, as  it  was  before,  and  I  conclude 
that  in  this  refpect  they  act  entirely  by 
cutting  fhort  the  duration  of  the  dilcharge, 
which  in  a  mod  obvious  manner  they  do, 
and  by  which  they  muft  with  much  . cer- 
tainty leffen  the  chance  of  attack  of  all 
fymptoms  connected  with  the  difeafe,fwell- 
ings  of  the  teftes  as  well  as  others. 

In  the  ufe  of  injections,  however,  much 
circumfpection  is  neceffary;  for  if  they  be 
not  of  a  ftrength  fufficient  to  excite  fome 
degree  of  irritation,  little  or  no  advantage 
enfues  from  them,  while  much  harm  might 
be  done  by  having  them  too  ftrong.  In 
the  formula?  annexed  to  this  they  are  of  a 
proper  ftrength  for  a  great  proportion  of 
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cafes ;  and  as  an  additional  ftrength  can 
be  eafily  given  when  on  trial  they  are 
found  to  be  too  weak,  they  fhould  not  per- 
haps in  any  inftance  be  flronger  on  their 
firffc  application. 

One  of  the  be  ft  injections  that  I  have 
employed  in  Gleet,  is  a  weak  folution  of 
rnuriated  corrofive  mercury  in  water  *. 
That  is,  in  the  proportion  of  an  eight  part 
of  a  grain  of  the  mercury  to  an  ounce  of 
water,  which  is  as  ftrong  as  it  ought  ever 
to  be  at  firft  ;  although  fome  in  a  gradual 
manner  come  to  bear  it  in  the  quantity  of 
half  a  grain  to  the  ounce.  I  know  that 
fome  have  advifed  it  of  a  ftill  greater 
ftrength,  even  to  the  extent  of  a  grain  of 
mercury  to  the  ounce  of  water  ;  but  al- 
though I  am  in  the  daily  practice  of  ufing 
it,  I  have  met  with  none  who  could  bear 
it  of  this  ftrength.  I  therefore  fufpect  that 
thofe  who  advifed  it  have  never  been  in 
the  practice  of  uling  it. 

I  have  taken  the  more  particular  notice 
pf  this,  as  fcveral  inftances  have  fallen 

within 
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within  my  obfervation,  of  very  pernicious 
confequences  from  injections  containing 
too  great  a  proportion  of  corrofive  mer- 
cury, while  no  inconveniency  enfues  from 
them  when  not  ftronger  than  thofe  I  have 
pointed  out. 

Where  a  folution  of  corrofive  mercury 
by  itfelf  has  failed,  I  have  known  the  ad- 
dition of  faccharum  faturni  prove  ufeful*; 
and  infome  very  irritable  patients,  in  whom 
even  the  fmalleft  quantity  of  the  mercury 
has  given  much  pain,  an  addition  of  muci- 
lage has  enabled  them  to  bear  it.  Of  this 
a  formula  is  given  in  the  Appendix  f. 

A  folution  of  fal  ammoniac  %  proves 
fometimes  effectual  in  this  ftate  of  Gleet. 
The  volatile  alkali,  fuch  as  aqua  ammo- 
niae,  or  fpiritus  falis  ammoniac i,  properly 
diluted,  make  likewife  ufeful  injections  for 
this  purpofe,  as  in  formulae,  No.  28.  and 
29. ;  and  verdigrife,  diffolved  either  in  oil 
or  in  fpirit  of  fal  ammoniac,  afford  alfo  a 
very  effectual  form  of  injection  for  the 

O  2  fame 


*  Vide  Appendix,  No.  25.     f  No.  26.    %  No.  27. 
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fame  purpofe  :  formulae  of  thefe  laft  arc 
given  in  Nos.  30.  and  31.;  and  in  fome 
inftances  tincture  of  catharides,  properly- 
diluted,  as  in  No.  32.  has  been  found  to 
anfwer. 

Befides  the  circumftance  of  afcertaining 
the  proper  ftrength  of  thefe  injections,  a 
good  deal  of  addrefs  is  required  in  apply- 
ing them.  They  muft  not  be  employed 
either  fo  long  or  fo  frequently  as  aftrin- 
gent  injections  :  From  thefe  no  harm  can 
enfue,  however  frequently  they  may  be 
applied  %  but  ftimulating  injections  mould 
not  be  continued  longer  than  merely  to 
excite  fome  degree  of  irritation  in  the 
parts  affe&ed. 

This  being  accompli ftied,  a  few  days 
mould  elapfe  before  any  other  remedy  is 
employed  j  for  it  fometimes  happens  that 
the  running  will  flop  after  thefe  ftimulat- 
ing injections  are  laid  afide,  although,  du- 
ring the  ufe  of  them,  it  appeared  to  be  in- 
creafed.  But  when,  after  an  interval  of 
three  or  four  days,  this  does  not  take  place, 
aftringent  injections  Ihould  be  employed 
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iin  the  manner  already  pointed  out  for  the 
rfirft  ft  age  of  Gonorrhoea. 

Even  thefe  will  not  always  fucceed;  for 
WYe  frequently  find,  that  although  the  run-- 
ming  may  difappear  for  a  few  days,  that 
iit  will  return  again  and  again,  and  with 
tequal  violence  as  at  firft. 

In  fuch  circumftances,  the  ftimulating 
iinjections  mould  again  be  renewed,  and 
tthe  inflammation  excited  in  a  greater,  de- 
cgree  than  before ;  for  I  have  commonly 
tfound  that  this  may  be  done  with  more 
tfafety  in  the  fubfequent  application  of 
tthefe  injections  •>  and  in  the  more  advan- 
ced ftages  of  Gleet,  the  higher  the  degree 
cof  inflammation  that  can  with  fafety  be 
texcited,  the  more  certain  we  are  of  its 
{proving  fuccefsful. 

When  injections  do  not  fucceed,  a  pro- 
jper  application  of  bougies  will  fometimes 
;anfwer.  B  irritating  the  urethra,  bougies 
act  nearly  in  the  fame  manner  with  ftimu- 
llating  injections  :  in  fome  inftances  they 
ihave  appeared  to  prove  more  effectual  than 
injections,  perhaps  fro     the  fupport  that 
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they  give  to  parts  which  have  been  de- 
prived of  their  tone.  This/however,  does 
not  happen  with  much  certainty ;  info- 
much  that  I  always  give  the  ^preference 
to  injections  in  the  firfl  inftance,  as  being 
lefs  formidable  in  the  application  to  thofe 
who  have  not  been  accumftomed  to  the 
ufe  of  bougies. 

Bougies  compofed  of  the  moft  fimple 
materials,  commonly  anfwer  all  that  we 
expect  from  this  kind  of  remedy  ;  but 
when  thefe  fail  in  exciting  a  fufficient  de- 
gree of  inflammation,  they  are  eafily  made 
more  active  by  dipping  them  in  oil  of 
turpentine,  in  a  thin  liniment  of  wax  and 
oil  with  a  fmall  proportion  of  red  preci- 
pitate, or  in  common  bafilicon  reduced 
with  oil  of  turpentine,  to  the  connftence 
of  a  liniment. 

I  have  no  reafon  to  think  that  mercu- 
rials act  in  the  cure  of  Gleet  as  fpecifics  > 
but  the  ftimulus  which  mercurial  oint- 
ment gives  to  the  urethra,  when  applied 
upon  bougies,  proves  often  as  effectual  as 
that  of  any  other  irritating  fubftance.  It 
is  proper,  however,  to  oblervc,  that  oint- 
ments 
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ments  ufed  for  this  purpofe  mould  be 
ftrongly  impregnated  witbmercury  :  there 
mould  not  be  lefs  than  equal  parts  of  quick- 
filver  and  hog's-lard;  and  I  have  fome- 
times  thought  that  mercury  extinguifhed 
by  triturating  with  honey,  acts  more  cer- 
tainly as  a  ftimulant  than  it  ufually  does 
with  any  unctuous  fubftance. 

If  the  conftitution  is  much  debilitated, 
while  this  application  of  remedies  to  the 
difeafed  parts  is  going  on,  a  nouriming, 
invigorating  diet  mould  be  advifed.  Ani- 
mal food,  together  with  a  moderate  por- 
tion of  red  wine  mould  be  allowed  daily  ; 
and  in  fuch  circumftances  bark  may  with 
propriety  be  exhibited  as  a  tonic  :  but  for 
the  reafons  that  I  have  given,  there  is 
much  caufe  to  think  that  the  general  prac- 
tice of  giving  bark,  fteel,  and  other  tonics, 
in  all  cafes  of  this  kind,  is  by  no  means 
well  founded,  and  in  many  inftances  that 
it  does  harm. 

Some  of  the  ftimulating  aftringent  bal- 
fams,  given  internally,  frequently  prove 
ufeful  here  \  probably  from   their  ten- 
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dency  to  ftimulate  ,  in  a  more  j  particular 
manner  the  organs  of  urine.  Balfamum 
copaiba  is  chiefly  ufed  for  this  purpofe, 
but  Canada  balfam,  and  all  the  turpen- 
tines, may  be  employed  with  perhaps 
equal  advantage.  Fifteen  or  twenty  drops 
of  any  of  thefe  may  be  given  three  or  four 
times  a-day. 

A  cautious  ufe  of  cantharides  has  alfo 
proved  ferviceable  in  this  variety  Of  Gleet- 
Ten  drops  of  the  tincture  may  be  given 
•  wo  or  three  times  a-day. 

But,  although  fome  advantage  may  be 
derived  from  all  of  thefe  remedies  when 
employed  along  with  local  ftimulants,  yet 
no  dependence  is  otherwife  to  be  placed 
on  them*  This,  it  may  be  faid,  renders 
the  advantages  that  are  faid  to  arife  from 
them  both  doubtful  and  equivocal  ;  but  in 
different  cafes  I  think  I  have  evidently  de- 
rived greater  benefit  from  a  combination 
of  the  two  fets  of  remedies,  than  we  ufual- 
ly  do  from  the  feparate  ufe  of  either  of 
them. 
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Cold  bathing  is  a  remedy  commonly 
ndvifed  in  Gleets,  and  where  the  conftitu- 
ttion  is  much  debilitated,  it  feldom  fails 
'  to  prove  ufeful ;  otherwife  no  advantage 
;  accrues  from  it,  if  it  be  not  from  the  lo- 
cal application  of  cold  to  the  parts  chiefly 
affected.    In  this  view,  the  daily  effuflon 
of  cold  water  upon  the  penis,  and  bath- 
ing the  perineum,  is  fometimes  advifed 
with  advantage. 

2.  The  next  molt  frequent  variety  of 
Gleet  fucceeds  to  the  fecond  ftage  of  Go- 
norrhoea. After  all  the  fymptoms  excited 
by  the  actual  prefence  of  inflammation 
have  fubfided,  this  variety  of  the  difeair 
is  very  apt  to  terminate  in  Gleet. 

In  the  third  fection  of  the  laft  chapter 
I  endeavoured  to  mew,  that  in  this  ft  age. 
of  Gonorrhoea,  Cowper's  glands  are  chief- 
ly affected,  and  that  they  afford  a  great 
proportion  of  all  the  matter  that  is  dif- 
charged.  Any  inflammation  which  takes 
place  along  with  this  in  the  membrane  of. 
the  urethra,  is,  for  the  uioft  part,  eafily 
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removed \  fo  that  the  Gleet,  which  of- 
ten fucceeds,  proceeds  either  altogether, 
or  nearly  fo,  from  the  cavities  of  thefe 
glands. 

Gleet,  proceeding  from  this  caufe,  is, 
for  the  moft  part,.eafily  diftinguifhed  from 
that  which  I  have  defcribed  as  the  firft 
or  moft  frequent  variety  of  the  difeafe. 
In  this  laft  the  matter  ufually  proceeds 
from  within  an  inch,  or  little  more,  of 
the  gians ;  or  when  parts  farther  back  are 
affected,  the  difcharge  may  be  eafily  for- 
ced off  from  them  by  very  gentle  preflure 
upon  the  perineum :  but,  in  the  other,  the 
matter  is  in  every  inftance  found  to  pro- 
ceed from  the  upper  part  of  the  urethra  ; 
a  greater  degree  of  preflure  upon  the  parts 
is  necefTary  to  force  it  out ;  and  fome  de- 
gree of  fullnefs,  accompanied  with  irrita- 
tion, and  even  with  pain,  is  experienced 
on  the  perineum  being  compreffed  for  this 
purpofe. 

We  are  alfo  aflifted  in  the  diagnofis  by 
the  hiftory  of  the  preceding  Gonorrhoea  ; 
for  it  will  uniformly  appear  that  the  firft 
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^variety  of  Gleet  has  fucceeded  to  the  firfl 
iftage  of  Gonorrhoea,  and  that  the  fecoixl 
:ftage  of  Gonorrhoea  has  given  rife  to  that 
which  we  are  now  confidering. 

In  the  treatment  of  Gleet  it  is  of  import- 
ance to  have  this  difference  afcertained, 
for  the  r  emedies  which  commonly  prove 
fuccefsful  in  the  one,  are  ufed  in  the  other, 
either  without  any  advantage,  or  even 
with  evident  proofs  of  doing  harm.  Thus, 
although  in  the  firft  variety  of  Gleet  we 
depend  fo  much  upon  ftimulating  injec- 
tions, that  a  cure  can  feldom  be  obtained 
without  them ;  in  the  other,  where  the 
larger  glands  of  the  urethra  are  affected, 
thefe  injections  render  every  fymptom 
worfe  than  it  was  before.  At  leaft  this 
always  happens  where  the  injection  is  of 
fuch  a  ftrength  as  to  excite  pain  and  in- 
flammation ;  and  if  weaker  than  this,  it 
may  be  ufed  for  an  indefinite  length  of 
time  without  any  effect.  The  glands 
opening  into  the  urethra  being  here  the 
feat  of  the  difeafe,  aftringent  injections, - 
applied  as  I  have  elfewhere  obferved,  to 

their 
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their  excretory  duels,  may  produce  a  tem- 
porary ftoppage  of  the  difcharge;  but,  as 
they  do  not  reach  the  cavities  of  the' 
glands,  they  cannot  be  fuppofed  to  pro- 
duce any  permanent  advantage.  While, 
again,  when  an  injection  of  fuch  a  ftrength 
is  employed  as  to  excite  inflammation  up- 
on the  ends  of  thefe  duds,  it  is  apt  to  pro- 
duce fwelling  in  the  glands  themfelves, 
which  at  laft  commonly  terminates  in 
fuppuration,  to  the  great  diftrefs  and  dif- 
appointment  both  of  the  patient  and  prac- 
titioner. 

Hence  whenever  it  is  with  certainty 
known  that  a  Gleet  is  of  this  defer  iption, 
injections  mould  be  no  longer  employed ; 
or  when,  for  the  fatisfaction  of  patients, 
a  farther  trial  of  injections  become  necef- 
fary,  fuch  preparations  only  mould  be 
ufed  as  are  flightly  aftringent.' 

In  fuch  crrcumftances,  bougies,  and  blif- 
ters  to  the  perineum,  are  the  moft  effectual 
remedies  that  I  have  employed.  The 
bougies  mould  be  of  the  mildeft  kind, 
fuch  as  flimulate  the  parts  gently,  without 
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exciting  inflammation.  By  this,  and  by 
the  fupport  which  from  their  iize  and  form 
they  afford  to  the  weakened  parts,  they 
often  prove  ufeful ;  and  even  when  they 
Simulate  more  than  we  either  may  have 
wilhed  or  expected,  they  do  not  fo  readily 
do  harm  as  injections  ;  for  the  inflamma- 
tion which  bougies  in  this  fituation  excite 
is  always  accompanied  with  a  copious  dif- 
charge  of  matter,  by  which  the  inconve- 
nience that  might  otherwife  enfue  from 
them  is  prevented. 

Bougies,  for  every  purpofe,  mould  be  as 
large  as  the  capacity  of  the  urethra  will 
admit ;  but  a  full  fized  bougie  is  ftill  more 
neceflary  in  this  variety  of  Gleet  than  in 
fome  other  fymptoms  of  the  difeafe ;  for 
it  is  chiefly  by  their  fize  that  they  prove 
ufeful  in  the  cure. 

In  a  great  proportion  of  cafes  it  ap- 
pears, in  the  courfe  of  a  few  days,  whe- 
ther bougies  are  to  prove  ufeful  or  not ; 
but  no  permanent  benefit  ever  enfues  from 
them  if  they  be  not  continued  for  a  con- 
fiderable  time.  When  the  difeafe  has  been 
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of  long  duration,  the  bougies  mould  be 
applied  for  the  ;fpace  of  ten  or  twelve 
weeks,  and  not  even  then  defifted  from  if 
the  cure  be  not  confirmed.  It  is  proper, 
however,  to  obferve,  after  bougies  have 
been  ufed  without  interruption  for  three 
or  four  weeks  together,  that  they  mould 
from  time  to  time  be  laid  afide,  that  the 
effects  which  they  produce  may  be  dif- 
covered  ;  for  while  they  are  daily  intro- 
duced we  cannot  with  certainty  know 
whether  the  difcharge  which  takes  place 
is  the  effect  of  the  difeafe,  or  of  the  irri- 
tation which  the  bougies  excite,  as  they 
can  never  be  applied  for  any  length  of 
time  together,  not  even  to  a  found  urethra, 
without  being  found  covered  with  matter, 
or  with  mucus  in  the  form  of  matter,  on 
their  being  withdrawm. 

When  bougies  fail,  a  blifter  applied  over 
the  whole  perineum  fometimes  proves  ufe- 
•  ful.  Whether  it  is  by  ftimulatingthe  parts 
affe&ed  that  blifters  act  in  the  removal  of 
Gleet,  or  by  the  difcharge  which  they  ex- 
cite from  the  furface,  is  uncertain;  for  in 

fome 


Sedh  II 


Of  Gleets, 


fome  an  evident  advantage  enfues  upon 
their  firfls  application,  and  before  any 
quantity  of  difcharge  can  have  occurred  ; 
while  in  others  no  effecT;  is  obferved  to  re- 
fult  from  them  till  the  fecond,  third,  or 
perhaps,  fourth  blifter,  has  been  applied. 
In  a  few  inftances,  fome  advantage  has  ap- 
peared to  enfue  from  a  fmall  portion  of 
-the  bliftered  part  being  kept  open  with 
epifpaftic  ointment ;  from  which  I  was 
induced,  in  two  cafes  of  much  obftinacy, 
to  advife  the  introduction  of  a  fmall  feton 
on  one  fide  of  the  perineum ;  but  although 
this  feemed  likewife  to  leflen  the  difcharge, 
the  advantage  derived  from  it  was  neither 
fo  great  nor  fo  obvious  as  to  compenfate 
the  inconvenience  arifing  from  the  difa- 
greeable  nature  of  the  remedy. 

Where  this  variety  of  Gleet  proves  ob- 
ftinate,  fcrophula  is  often  difcovered  as 
the  caufe  of'  it.  If  fcrophula  has  not  al- 
ready appeared  in  a  more  evident  form  in 
other  parts  of  the  body,  it  often  happens 
that  the  glands  of  the  neck,  and  other  fuf- 
picious  parts,  are  found  to  be  tumefied, 
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and  that  the  complexion  of  the  patient, 
which  is  commonly  delicate,  gives  much 
caufe  to  conclude  that  the  fyftem  is  not 
free  of  it. 

In  mch  circiimftances,  all  the  remedies 
ufually  employed  in  fcrophula  are  advifed. 
Bark  and  hemlock  fometimes  prove  ufe- 
ful ;  but  no  remedy  that  has  yet  been  em- 
ployed acts  with  equal  utility  as  fea- 
bathing. 

In  enumerating-  the  different  varieties 
of  Gleet,  I  have  proceeded  in  the  order 
in  which  they  moft  frequently  appear. 
The  next  of  which  I  mall  take  notice  pro- 
ceeds from  ftrict ures  in  the  urethra. 

In  an  enfuing  fection  I  mall  find  it  ne- 
ceflary  to  enter  more  minutely  upon  the 
confideration  of  venereal  ftrictures  in  the 
urethra  :  at  prefent,  therefore,  it  feems 
only  necefTary  to  fay,  that  they  are  to  be 
conlidered  as  a  very  frequent  caufe  of 
Gleet.  The  fpongy  furface  of  the  urethra, 
the  fubftance  in  which  thefe  ftrichires  are 
fcated,  is  very  apt  to  become  tender  and 
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excoriated.  A  flight  degree  of  ulceration 
thus  takes  place,  which  continues  to  give 
out  matter  while  any  degree  of  the  ftric- 
ture  remains  j  and  where  the  extent  of 
the  difeafe  is  considerable,  this  of  itfelf 
would  afford  a  very  copious  difcharge  j 
but  befides  this,  the  remora  which  every 
ffcric~ture  occanons,  of  urine  and  mucus 
between  the  part  in  which  the  ftridhire  is 
feated  and  the  bladder,  ads  as  a  very 
powerful  caufe  of  irritation,  and  in  this 
manner  renders  the  difcharge  more  abun- 
dant than  we  almoft  ever  find  it  to  be,  in 
Gleet  proceeding  from  any  other  caufe. 

Where  ftric"tures  are  not  fufpe&ed  as  the 
caufe  of  Gleet,  as  often  happens  where  the 
obftruction  to  the  flow  of  urine  is  not  con- 
fiderable,  the  patient  as  well  as  the  furgeon 
is  apt  to  be  deceived,  and  to  proceed  daily 
with  the  plan  of  effecting  a  cure  by  in- 
jections, balfam  of  copaiba,  and  other 
aftringents.  None  of  thefe  remedies,  how- 
ever, have  any  influence,  and  the  dif- 
charge, after  many  years  continuance,  is 
found  to  be  nearly  in  the  fame  Hate,  or 
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perhaps  worfe,  than  it  was  at  firft.  Of 
this  every  practitioner  mult  have  met 
with  inftances,  and  they  always  prove  the 
fource  of  much  perplexity  and  embarrafT- 
ment. 

Whenever  Gleet,  therefore,  refills  the 
ufual  remedies,  and  is  thus  particularly 
obftinate,  it  mould  be  our  firft  object  to 
afcertain  the  real  ftate  of  the  urethra,  and 
to  learn  whether  ftrictures  exift  in  it  or 
not.    In  fome  cafes  this  will  at  once  be 
known  from  the  ftate  of  fymptoms  obtain- 
ed from  the  patient,  as  well  as  from  exter- 
nal preflure  upon  the  urethra  from  the 
point  of  the  penis  to  the  fundament.  This, 
however,  will  only  happen  in  the  more 
fevere  degrees  of  the  difeafe.'    Where  the 
ob  ft  met  ion  is  flight,  it  may,  as  I  have  al- 
ready obferved,  pafs  unnoticed  5  fb  that  in 
all  fuch   circumftances,    and  efpecially 
where  there  is  any  caufe  for  doubt,  the 
pafTagc  mould  be  examined  with  a  bougie, 
by  which  alone  any  certainty  upon  this 
point  can  be  obtained.  • 
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When  the  exiftence  of  ft ri dure  is  dif- 
covered,  all  other  remedies  mould  be  laid 
aiide,  and  the  cure  trufted  to  bougies. 
Hereafter  I  mall  have  occafion  to  fpeak 
more  particularly  of  bougies  5  at  prefent 
it  is  only  necefTary  to  fay,  that  they  are 
the  only  remedy  upon  which  we  can  de- 
pend for  the  removal  of  ftrictures,  and 
that  they  very  commonly  prove  effectual 
when  perfifted  in  for  a  due  length  of 
time. 

When  the  difcharge  proceeds  entirely 
from  ftrictures,  it  will,  for  the  moll  part, 
ifoon  fubfide  on  thefe  being  removed ;  but 
when  it  continues  more  than  a  few  days  af- 
iter  the  bougies  are  withdrawn,  it  becomes 
jproper  to  employ  aftringent  injections  in 
order  to  carry  it  off.     Lime-water  an- 
lfwcrs  well  :  for  this  particular  purpofe, 
indeed,  it  anfwers  better  than  any  other 
form  of  injection  that  I  have  ufed,  but  it 
irequires  to  be  diluted  with  an  equal  quan- 
tity of  common  water. 
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4.  The  laft  variety  of  Gleet  which  I 
have  to  notice  proceeds  from  a  fwelled 
ftate  of  the  proftate  gland,  and  fucceeds, 
as  we  have  already  had  occafion  to  fee,  to 
the  third  ftage  of  Gonorrhoea  Virulenta. 

In  treating  of  Gonorrhoea  the  fymptoms 
were  enumerated  by  which  affections  of 
the  proftate  gland  may  be  di (covered;  but 
we  have  no  certain  means  of  knowing  to 
what  extent  this  gland  may  be  fwelled 
but  by  examination  with  the  finger  in 
ano. 

Befides  the  inconveniency  arifing  from 
the  difcharge  itfelf,  in  common  to  this 
and  every  variety  of  Gleet,  there  is  for 
the  moft  part  a  good  deal  of  uneafmefs, 
and  even  pain,  produced  by  the  fwelling 
of  this  gland  ;  which  excites  alfo  a  more 
frequent  defire  to  pafs  water  than  any 
other  variety  of  the  difeafe,  together  with, 
a  fenfation  of  heat  and  fulnefs  over  the 
whole  parts  contiguous  to  the  anus.  The 
tenefmus  with  which  it  is  often  accompa- 
nied is  alfo  a  very  diftrefsful  fymptom. 
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Gleet,  proceeding  from  this  caufe,  is 
fometimes  combined  with  other  varieties 
of  the  difeafe,  particularly  with  that  Which 
was  laft  defcribed.  In  this  cafe  the  dif- 
charge  has  moft  frequently  the  appearance 
of  being  a  mixture  of  pus  and  mucus ;  but 
when  it  proceeds  entirely  from  a  difeafld 
ftate  of  the  proftate  gland,  it  is  thinner 
than  purulent  matter,  and,  although  fome- 
times tinged,  of  a  pale,  or  yellow  colour, 
it  is  more  frequently  of  the  confiftence 
and  colour  of  mucus. — This  makes  it  of- 
ten be  miftaken  by  the  patient  for  a  dis- 
charge of  femen. 

No  injections  are  of  any  utility  in  this 
variety  of  Gleet ;  nor  is  any  advantage 
derived  from  bougies.  On  the  contrary, 
they  are  both  apt  to  do  harm,  particularly 
a  perfeverance  in  the  ufe  of  them;  a  prac- 
tice which  thofe  not  accuftomed  to  this 
branch  of  bufinefs  are  very  apt  to  fall  in- 
to. Swellings  of  this  gland  are  very  com- 
monly attended  with  fome  degree  of  ob- 
ft ruction  to  the  paffage  of  urine,  and  when 
this  is  miftaken  for  ftriclures,  as  oftect 
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happens,  bougies  are  immediately  advifed 
in  order  to  remove  it.  For  the  inoft  part, 
however,  they  excite  much  irritation  in 
the  gland  itfelf,  as  well  as  an  increafe 
both  of  the  pain  and  of  the  difcharge. 

Opiates  are  the  remedies  upon  which 
our  chief  dependence  mould  be  placed. 
By  allaying  irritation,  they  not  only  keep 
the  patient  free  from  pain,  but  in  doing 
fo  they  tend  more  than  any  other  remedy 
to  leflen  the  difcharge.  It  muft,  how- 
ever, be  acknowledged,  that  they  act 
chiefly  as  palliatives ;  but  even  the  mere 
prevention  of  pain  is  a  point  of  no  fmall 
importance  in  a  difeafe  which  otherwife 
is  apt  to  render  the  patient  miferable.  In 
fpeaking  of  affections  of  this  gland  in  the 
third  ftage  of  Gonorrhoea,  I  advifed  opi- 
ates to  be  ufed  in  clyfhers,  inftead  of  be- 
ing taken  by  the  mouth.  They  do  not, 
in  this  form,  fo  readily  induce  ficknefs, 
and  they  ufually  prove  more  effectual  in 
relieving  pain. 

In  feveral  inftances,  where  no  great  ad- 
vantage has  been  derived  from  all  the 
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quantity  of  laudammt  that  durft  be  given 
by  the  mouth,  patients  have  been  kept 
eafy  by  a  grain  or  two  of  opium  dhTolved 
in  a  fmall  quantity  of  mucilage,  and 
thrown,  from  time  to  time,  into  the  rec- 
tum. 

Where  this  difeafe  of  the  proftate  oc- 
curs in  fcrophula,  an  occurrence  by  no 
means  uncommon,  hyofcyamus,  cicuta, 
and  fea-bathing,  are  the  remedies  ufually 
employed ;  and  although  they  feldom  ac- 
complish a  cure  where  the  gland  is  much 
fwelled,  yet  they  frequently  afford  re- 
lief; and  {lighter  degrees  of  the  difeafe 
have,  in  fome  inftances,  been  removed  by 
them. 

In  the  ufe  of  hyofcyamus,  I  think  it 
right  to  obferve,  that  it  is  commonly  gi- 
ven in  too  fmall  dofes.  Inftead  of  giving 
a  grain  only  or  fo  of  the  extract  at  firft, 
and  increafing  the  dole  llowly,  it  may,  to 
an  adult,  be  given  to  the  quantity  of  fix 
or  eight  grains  two  or  three  times  a-day, 
and  increafed  to  twelve,  fifteen,  or  even 
twenty  grains  for  each  dofe. 

P  4  Some 


2l6 


Of  Gleet Ch.  Ill 


Some  practitioners,  as  I  have  already 
had  occafion  to  remark,  give  mercury  m 
every  variety  of  Gleet,  but  I  have  never 
known  any  advantage  derived  from  it, 
and  where  the  proftate  gland  is  dileafed 
it  very  commonly  does  harm. 

As  I  have  mentioned  above,  that  in 
Gleet  proceeding  from  ftrictures  in  the 
urethra,  a  flight  degree  of  ulceration  fome- 
times  takes  place,  it  may  be  imagined  that 
mercury  mould  in  fuch  inftances  prove 
ufeful,  from  its  well  known  powers  'of 
healing  venereal  ulcers.  It  is  not,  how- 
ever, found  to  promote  the  cure  of  thefe 
ulcerations  ;  a  circumftance  that  may  be 
confidered  as  a  farther  proof  of  the  diffe- 
rence between  Gonorrhoea  Virulenta  and 
Lues  Venerea;  for  if  ulcers  of  this  defcrip- 
tion  were  induced  by  the  matter  of  Lues 
Venerea,  mercury  would  feldom  fail  in 
curing  them,  while  no  other  remedy  would 
ever  prove  fuccefsful.  But,  inflead  of 
this,  I  have  repeatedly  found,  that  no  ad- 
vantage is  derived  from  mercury  in  the 
treatment  of  this  fymptom  3  while  bou- 
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igies,  when  properly  managed,  very  com- 
unonly  prove  effectual. 

What  I  have  hitherto  fa  id  upon  the 
:  fubjecl  of  Gleet  relates  chiefly  to  the  dif- 
<eafe  as  it  occurs  in  men,  Gleet  being  in 
•them  both  more  frequent,  and  of  much 
more  difficult  treatment  than  it  ufually  is 
in  women. 

We  often  meet  with  it,  however,  in 
women :  but  it  is  here  proper  to  remark, 
that  Gleet  is  equally  difficult  to  diftin- 
guifh  from-  fluor  albus,  as  in  a  former  fec- 
tion  I  have  obferved  it  to  be  with  regard  to 
Gonorrhoea.  Referring  to  what  was  then 
faid  upon  the  means  of  diftinguiming  be- 
tween Gonorrhoea  and  Gleet,  I  fhall  at 
prefent  proceed  fhortly  to  obferve,  that  in 
women  we  depend  entirely  for  the  cure 
of  Gleet  upon  a  proper  perfeyerance  in 
the  ufe  of  injections.  When  after  a  due 
continuance  of  fuch  as  we  conceive  to  be 
aftringent  *,  if  the  difcharge  frill  conti- 
nues, thofe  mould  be  employed  which  ap- 
pear to  ad  by  ftimulating  the  parts  to 
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which  they  are  applied,  particularly,  N.cs. 
24.  and. 25. 

When  the  difeafe  is  feated  in  the  vagi- 
na, as  is  generally  the  cafe,  thefe  injec- 
tions may  he  thrown  up  with  freedom; 
but  when  the  difcharge  proceeds  from  the 
urethra,  they  ought,  on  account  of  the 
contiguity  of  the  bladder,  as  I  had  occa- 
lion  to  remark  in  a  former  fection,  to  be 
thrown  up  with  much  caution. 

In  women  I  have  fometimes  found  that 
a  Gleet  has  arifen  from  ulceration  within 
the  verge  of  the  vagina.  In  fuch  instan- 
ces injections  have  little  or  no  influence  > 
and  as  fores  of  this  defcription  are  com- 
monly connected  with  Lues  Venerea,  they 
can  only  be  cured  by  a  courfe  of  mer- 
cury. 

It  is  proper,  however,  to  remark,  that 
women  are  liable,  as  men  are,  to  excoria- 
tions from  the  acrimonious  nature  of  the 
matter  of  Gonorrhoea.  A  difcharge  of 
matter  from  this  caufe  will  be  moll  rea- 
dily cured  by  aftringent  injections  ;  or 
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bathing  the  parts  with  lime-water,  or  a 

:faturnine  folution. 

I  have  never  met  with  the  real  venereal 
ftriclure  in  women.  Excreflences  form  in 
the  urethra  of  females  from  other  caufes ; 
but  ftriclure  from  Gonorrhoea  muft  necef- 
farily,  in  this  fex,  be  a  rare  occurrence. 
If  it  ever  takes  place,  bougies  muft  here, 

:as  in  men,  be  depended  upon  for  a  cure. 


SECTION  III. 

Of  Impotency  from  Seminal  Weaknefs. 

WHAT  is  here  meant  by  impotency, 
is  a  deprivation  of  the  power  of 
propagating  the  fpecies. 

This  may  proceed  from  various  caufes ; 
but  it  is  that  variety  of  the  difeafe  only 
which  is  ufually  fuppofed  to  arife  from 
weaknefs  in  the  feminal  veflels  that  we 
are  now  to  Gonfider. 

Impotency 
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Impotency  is  an  occurrence,  which,  in 
young  people,  either  in  reality  or  idea, 
takes  place  daily  ;  and  as  it  proves  at  all 
times  a  fource  of  much  anxiety  and  dif- 
trefs,  it  neceflarily  becomes  a  frequent 
object  of  attention  to  practitioners.  A 
degree  of  debility  inducing  want  of  re- 
tention in  the  feminal  velfels  is,  no  doubt, 
fometimes  met  with ;  but  the  ftrong  de- 
fire  which  Nature  has  wifely  implanted 
in  all  men  to  be  complete  and  entire,  in 
whatever  relates  to  the  propagation  of  his 
fpecies,  is  often,  in  early  youth,  the  caufe 
of  much  ill-founded  fufjDicion  on  this 
point,  and  of  circumftances  reflecting  it 
being  conndered  as  real  which  never  took 
place. 

Thus  there  is  nothing  more  common 
than  for  young  people  to  fuppofe  that  they 
are  weak  and  debilitated,  on  perceiving 
an  oozing  of  mucus  from  the  urethra,  or 
a  difcharge  of  femen  when  at  ftool.  The 
firft,  however,  is  natural  to  many  when  in 
full  health,  and  where  no  fufpicion  of 
weaknefs  exifts  \  and  the  latter,  or  a  dif- 
charge 
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charge  of  femen,  is  at  all  times  a  frequent  . 
confequence  of  hardened  fceces  compref- 
fing  the  veliculae  feminales,  when  thefe 
veflels  are  full  of  femen.  But  mfpicion 
on  this  point  being  once  awake,  it  is  often 
difficult,  and  fometimes  impoflible,  to  re- 
move it  \  infomuch  that  many  have  been 
rendered  miferable  by  this  alone,  where 
no  veftige  of  difeafe  could  be  traced. 

It  is  conudered  by  many  as  one  of  the 
mofh  certain  proofs  of  weaknefs  in  the  fe- 
minal  vefTels,  when  a  difcharge  of  femen 
inftantly  fucceeds  to  an  erection,  or,  per- 
haps, to  an  imperfect  degree  of  it.  But 
this  may  alfo  happen  from  a  ftate  of  over- 
excitement  in  the  other  parts  of  genera- 
tion, and  I  alfo  believe  that  it  often  oc- 
curs from  the  feminal  fluid  being  collec- 
ted in  too  great  quantity  in  the  veficulse 
feminales.  I  have  reafon  indeed  to  ima- 
gine, as  will  appear  in  the  fequel,  that 
this  is  the  mo  ft  frequent  caufe  of  all  fuch 
affections. 

It  may  be  faid,  that  if  the  difeafe  exifts, 
and  the  patient  is  rendered  completely 

impotent, 
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impotent,  that  the  caufe  of  his  being  fo  is 
a  point  of  little  importance.  It  will  ap- 
pear, however,  that  this  is  by  no  means 
the  cafe  ;  for  while  real  impotency,  is  in 
a  great  proportion  of  cafes  to  be  confider- 
ed  as  incurable,  we  have  it  in  our  power, 
perhaps,  in  mod  inftances  of  approach  to 
this  ftate,  to  accomplifh  a  cure. 

In  the  laft  fection  we  have  feen  that 
Gleet  proceeds  at  one  time  from  an  affec- 
tion of  the  glands  in  other  parts  of  the 
urethra,  but  in  fome  cafes  that  it  arifes 
from  a  fwelling  of  the  proftate.  When 
this  exifts  for  any  length  of  time,  we  find 
that  not  only  the  duel  of  the  proftate 
gland  becomes  weak  and  relaxed,  but  that 
a  lofs  of  tone  takes  place  in  fome  of  the 
contiguous  parts,  particularly  in  the  ex- 
cretory duds  of  the  veficulae  feminales ; 
infomuch,  that  a  great  proportion  of  all 
who  have  long  laboured  under  Gleet  from 
affe&ions  of  this  gland,  have  likewife  been 
liable,  in  fome  degree,  to  feminal  weak- 
nefs.  It  is  well  known  that  long  conti- 
nued Gleets  are  fometimes  the  caufe  of 

Impotency. 
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Impotency.  For  the  moft  part,  it  is  fup- 
pofed,  that  this  happens  from  the  general 
1  debility  which  they  induce.  In  forne  in- 
: fiances  this  may  be  the  cafe;  but  I  have 
much  reafon  to  think  that  they  ad  much 
imore  frequently  by  inducing  a  local  weak- 
nefs only  in  the  parts  deftined  for  the  re- 
ception of  the  femen.  This  I  conclude 
to  be  the  cafe  from  this  kind  of  debility 
taking  place  where  there  is  no  appearance 
whatever  of  general  weaknefs,  for  inftan- 
ces  often  occur  in  conftitutions  apparent- 
ly firm  and  healthy,  of  fuch  degrees  of 
weaknefs  in  the  feminal  organs,  that  emif- 
fions  take  place,  not  merely  from  partial 
erections  and  lafcivious  ideas,  but  from 
the  ordinary  friction  applied  to  the  penis 
in  riding  and  walking ;  and,  in  fome  in- 
ft ances,  from  the  effect  of  heat  alone,  whe- 
ther excited  by  wine,  exercife,  or  fitting 
near  a  fire. 

Thofe  who  have  fufTered  much  from 
frequent  returns  of  Gonorrhoea,  and  par- 
ticularly from  Gleet,  are  very  apt  to  be 
diftrcued  with  a  difcharge  of  femen  on 

the 
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the  ilighteft  application  of  any  of  the 
caufes  that  I  have  enumerated. 

The  local  weaknefs  thus  induced  in  thefe 
parts  by  Gleet  feems  very  much  to  re- 
ferable the  effects  of  Onanifm  ;  a  habit. fo 
baneful  to  many  of  our  youth,  that  I  be- 
lieve it  to  be  more  deftruclive  in  its  effects 
than  a  great  proportion  of  all  the  difeafes 
to  which  in  early  life  they  are  liable. 
Were  it  to  prove  hurtful  to  thofe  only 
whofe  felf-indulgence  gives  rife  to  it,  there 
would  be  lefs  caufe  to  regret  the  effects 
of  it ;  but,  befides  rendering  the  parent 
himfelf  miferable,  it  evidently  entails  the 
feverefl  diftrefs  upon  pofterity,  by  gene- 
rating languor,  debility,  and  difeafe,  in- 
ftead  of  that  flrength  of  conflitution  with- 
out which  there  can  be  no  enjoyment. 

Some,  I  know,  have  entertained  a  dif- 
ferent opinion  upon  this  point,  and  ima- 
gine, that  no  bad  effects  are  to  be  dread- 
ed from  the  habit  to  which  I  allude  *. 

But 

*  Vide  Treatife  on  the  Venereal  Difeafe,  by  John 
Hunter,  chap.  xii. 
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But  this  is  fo  directly  contrary  to  the  ex- 
perience of  others,  and  I  have  met  with 
fo  many  inftances  of  conflitutions  being 
irretrievably  ruined  by  this  kind  of  in- 
dulgence, that  I  cannot  avoid,  in  the 
ftrongert  manner,  to  fay  what  I  think  of 
it  :  nor  does  it  appear  that  any  benefit 
could  refult  to  fociety  from  a  contrary 
opinion  being  admitted,  even  allowing  it 
to  be  well  founded ;  for  although  no  im- 
mediate harm  anight  enfue  from  it  to  the 
conftitution,  it  ought  to  be  difcouraged  as 
unnatural,  and  as  tending  to  divert  the  at- 
tention from  an  enjoyment  of  a  fuperior 
kind.  While,  therefore,  there  is  much 
caufe  to  confider  the  practice  as  highly 
dangerous  to  .all  who  follow  it,  and  while 
fuch  a  propenfity  prevails  towards  it  in 
that  early  age  when  boys  cannot  form  a 
judgment  of  its  hurtful  tendency,  I  con- 
fider it  a,s  incumbent  on  thofe  who  write 
upon  it  to  paint  the  baneful  effects  which 
refult  from  it  in  their  true  and  proper  co- 
lours. 

Vol.  I.  CL  In 
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In  the  treatment  of  this  variety  of  Im- 
potency, whether  it  has  been  induced  by 
Onanifm,  or  whether  it  be  the  confequence 
of  Gleet,  it  becomes  proper  to  diftin- 
guilh  it  into  two  ftages.  The  one,  fo  far 
as  I  have  ever  feen7  is  of  a  nature  that 
does  not  admit  of  a  remedy  ;  while  the 
other  may,  in  moft  inftances,  be  complete- 
ly cured.  Many  conhder  it  fo  certainly 
as  incurable  that  the  patient  is  led  to  de- 
fpair  from  the  firft  approach  of  it,  and 
the  opinion  is  often  unfortunately  rea- 
lized merely  from  the  caufe  that  I  have 
mentioned,  our  not  diftinguifhing  the  two 
ftages  of  the  difeafe,  and  allowing  that 
which  I  fuppofe  may  be  eafily  removed, 
to  proceed  without  any  attempt  for  this 
purpofe,  to  that  ftate  of  it,  which,  in  moft 
inftances,  may  be  confidered  as  incura- 
ble. 

Practitioners  are  frequently  applied  to 
by  young  men  labouring  under  what  I 
fliall  term  the  firft  ftage  of  Gleet ;  who, 
rinding  that  a  feminal  difcharge  takes 
place  from  the  ilighteft  caufes,  perhaps 

merely 
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merely  from  their  being  in  company  with 
women;  from  lafcivious  dreams ;  or  from 
the  parts  of  generation  being  in  any  de- 
gree overheated,  begin  to  be  afraid  that 
they  mail  never  again  have  the,  power  of 
retention,  and  conclude  therefore  that 
they  cannot  with  propriety  enter  into  a 
matrimonial  connection.  We  often  find 
that  they  admit  Onanifm  to  have  been  the 
primary  caufe  of  their  diftrefs,  although, 
for  a  great  length  of  time,  perhaps  for  a 
'number  of  years,  they  affert,  and  with  no 
reafon  on  our  part  to  doubt  them,  that 
they  have  left  it  entirely  oif. 

In  this  fituation,  whatever  may  be  the 
appearance  and  habit  of  body  of  the  pa- 
tient, ftrengthening  aftringent  remedies 
are  prefcribed;  fuch  as  bark,  fteel,  baliam 
of  copaiba,  and  cold  bathing  ;  and  what- 
ever are  his  views,  he  is  adviied  to  avoid 
matrimony  and  all  venereal  intercourfes. 

In  a  great  proportion  of  cafes,  however , 
I  am  convinced  that  both  the  practice  and 
advice  are  erroneous.  Following  the  buik 
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of  practitioners,  I  eafily  adopted  them; 
but  no  good  resulting  from  either  I  have 
long  relinquished  them  both,  and  I  have 
feldom  failed  of  fuccefs  by  advifing  mea- 
fures  of  an  oppofite  nature. 

In  a  great  proportion  of  all  who  are  in- 
jured by  this  pernicious  habit,  a  morbid 
irritability  of  the  organs  of  generation 
feems  to  be  excited.  By  this  a  greater 
quantity  of  the  feminal  fluid  is  fecreted 
than  the  veficu]a2  feminales  can  retain  :  in 
confequence  of  which,  it  either  burfts  out 
during  nocturnal  dreams,  or  it  is  eafily 
excited  to  flow  by  the  application  of  any 
of  the  caufes  that  I  have  mentioned. 

Even  after  the  habit  has  been  long  left 
off  I  have  known  the  effects  of  it  continue 
in  a  very  diftrefsfu-1  degree,  and  I  conclude 
that  they,  proceed  chiefly  from  too  plenti- 
ful a  fecretion  of  femen.  from  the  nature 
of  the  remedy  which  in  mod  inftances 
I  have  found  to  fucceed. 

Inftead  of  advifing  ab  ft  in  ence  from  wo- 
men, I  always  inculcate  as  frequent  con- 
nection as  natural  defires  may  point  out ; 

and 
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and  when  matrimony  is  in  view,  inftead 
of  being  afraid  of  it,  as  often  happens  with 
this  clafs_of  patients,  from  a  fear  of  their 
not  being  able  to  perform  the  functions  of 
it  properly,  I  uniformly  hold  it  forth  as 
the  mod  certain  remedy. 

The  idea  of  inability  prevails  fo  fh'ong- 
ly  with  many,  that  they  are  with  diffi- 
culty perfuaded  to  make  the  attempt ;  but 
the  effects  of  it  are  fo  certain,  that  with 
patients  in  the  circumftances  that  we  are 
now  coniidering,  it  may  always  be  advi- 
fed  with  confidence.  Nor  is  the  affiilance 
of  other  remedies  required  in  this  plan  of 
cure :  at  leaft  in  various  inftances,  pa- 
tients, who,  for  many  years  together  had 
been  almoft  conftantly  taking  fuch  reme- 
dies as  ' they  fuppofe.d  would  invigorate, 
but  without  any  advantage,  and  who 
therefore  were  induced  to  conrider  their 
complaints  as  incurable,  have,  on  laying 
thefe  remedies  afide,  become  completely 
and  entirely  well  in  the  fpace  of  a  few 
weeks  after  marriage.  The  irritability 
of  the  organs  was  thus  diminifhed  \  the 

3    ,  morbid 
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morbid  increafe  of  the  fecretion  was  re- 
moved 5  and  the  feminal  receptacles,  not 
being  over  dirt  ended,  were  foon  found  to 
be  endowed  with  a  fufficient  degree  of 
retention. 

This  being  a  very  frequent  variety  of 
the  difeafe,  I  am  thereby  enabled  to  fpeak 
of  it,  and  of  the  remedies  employed  in  it, 
with  lome  degree  of  certainty ;  and  I  can 
with  confidence  fay,  that  none  of  thofe 
commonly  advifed,  have  ever,  in  the 
courfe  of  my  obfervation,  had  any  obvious 
influence  5  while  the  plan  that  I  have 
pointed  out  very  generally  furpalTes  in  Its 
effects  even  the  molt  fanguine  hopes  of 
the  patient. 

When  a  fwelled  ftate  of  the  proftate 
gland  is  connected,  as  it  fometimes  is, 
with  this  variety  of  the  difeafe,  it  necef- 
farily  renders  the  event  more  doubtful, 
and  the  erfecl:,  even  of  this  and  every  o- 
ther  remedy,  more  uncertain.  But  even 
here  the  courfe  that  1  have  advifed  will 
fometimes  prove  fuccefsful.  If  the  gland 
is  really  difeafcd,  it  will  not  remove  this 

difeafe  3 
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difeafe  ;  but  I  have,  in  more  than  one  in- 
ftance,  found,  even  in  this  lituation,  that 
it  proves  equally  effectual  in  removing 
the  other,  as  if  the  gland  was  entirely 
found;  and  this  obviates  one  of  the  great- 
-eft  fources  of  mifery  to  the  patient. 

It  may  be  faid,  that  while  this,  or  any 
other  variety  of  Gleet  exifts,  the  remedy 
that  I  have  pointed  out  cannot  with  pro- 

* 

priety  be  advifed,  from  the  ri/k  of  com- 
municating infection.  We  know,  how- 
ever, that  real  Gleet  does  not  communi- 
cate infection.  Many  inftances  have  fal- 
len within  my  own  obfervation,  and  others 
mu ft  often  meet  with  it,  of  this  being 
clearly  the  cafe.*  I  know,  at  this  time, 
feveral  inftances  of  men,  married  for  ma- 
ny years,  who,  during  the  whole  period, 
have  laboured  under  different  varieties  of 
Gleet,  and  who  have  never  given  the  di- 
feafe either  to  their  wives  or  children. 
Gleet  in  men  feems  to  be  equally  inca- 
pable with  fluor  albus  in  women  to  com- 
municate infection. 

0.4  In 
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In  that  flage  of  the  difeafe  which  we 
have  jiift  been  confidering,  a  cure  may, 
perhaps,  in  every  inftance,  be  accomplifh- 
ed.  But  when  it  has  been  of  fuch  dura- 
tion as  to  form  what  may  more  properly 
be  termed  feminal  weaknefs,  and  what  I 
mail  term  the  fecond  ftage  of  the  difeafe, 
a  very  different  profpecl:  prefents  itfelf. 
Even  in  very  advanced  periods  of  the 
difeafe,  the  patient  may  derive  advantage 
from  a  well  regulated  diet,  and  due  at- 
tention to  other  parts  of  regimen,  by 
which  he  will  be  rendered  much  more 
comfortable  than  otherwife  he  could  be  ; 
but  in  this  fituation,  a  complete  removal 
of  the  difeafe  is  not  to  be  looked  for  :  at 
leaft  little  dependence  is  to  be  placed  up- 
on the  remedies  ufually  employed  for  this 
purpofe. 

This  very  diftrefsful  Mage  of  feminal 
weaknefs  is  often  the  confequence  of 
Onanifm  long  perfifted  in  ;  and  it  is,  as 
I  have  remarked,  the  frequent  effect  of 
Gonorrhoea  and  Gleet.  In  ail  fuch  cafes, 
the  difeafe  feems  to  proceed  from  real 
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rweaknefs  or  debility  in  the  excretory 
((duels  of  the  veficulse  feminales ;  for  it 
icommonly  happens  where  the  whole  fy- 
fiem  is  much  relaxed   and  emaciated; 
where  there  is  therefore  no  caufe  to  ima- 
I  gine  that  it  can  arife,  from  too  plentiful  a 
formation  of  femen;  and  of  which,  indeed, 
we  often  meet  with  a  very  dec i  five  proof, 
from  a  conrtant  oozing  of  mucus  being 
perceived  in  the  urethra,  while  no  ordi- 
nary caufe  of  exc  itement  is  capable  of  pro- 
ducing any  regular  difcharge  or  emiillou 
of  femen. 

In  this  fituation,  a  variety  of  remedies 
are  employed,  chiefly  with  a  view  to  re- 
flore  and  invigorate  the  tone  of  the  weak- 
ened parts ;  fuch  as  bark,  fteel,  balfum  of 
copaiba,  and  cold  bathing.  At  other  times, 
where  the  difeafe  is  fuppofed  to  proceed 
from  a  deficiency  of  femen,  provocatives 
are  prefcribed;  fuch  as  highfeafoned  foods, 
all  the  terebinthenate  balfams,  and  cantha- 
rides.  But  although  I  have  had  many  op- 
portunities of  obferving  a  complete  trial 
of  thefe,  I  have  feldom  known  any  ad- 
vantage 
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vantage  derived  from  them.  The  courfe, 
which  in  fuch  circumftances  I  have  known 
prove  moft  frequently  ufeful,  was  fuch  as 
merely  tended  to  reftore  the  patient  to 
his  ufual  ftate  of  health.  If  Onanilm  has 
induced  the  difeafe,  nothing  will  af- 
ford even  the  chance  of  a  recovery  till 
this  is  left  off.  Whatever  may  have  been 
the  caufe  of  it,  he  ought  to  be  put  upon 
a  nourifhing  diet ;  and  he  mould  live  in 
an  elevated,  dry  fituation.  Sea-bathing 
(hould  be  advifed  ;  and  coftiyenefs,  with 
every  thing  that  might  tend  to  irritate 
the  parts  chiefly  affected,  mould  be  avoidr 
ed. 

With  a  view  to  leflen  that  degree  of  ir- 
ritability with  which  this  difeafe  is  ufual- 
ly  connected,  opiates  have  been  advifed  ; 
but  although  I  have  often  given  them  a 
full  trial,  I  never  knew  any  real  advan- 
tage obtained  from  them.  On  the  con- 
trary, they  have  often  appeared  to  do 
harm ;  for  although  they  procure  reft, 
yet  the  fleep  which  they  give  is  always 
difturbed  -9  the  patient  awakes  in  a  ftate 

of 
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of  more  anxiety  and  diftrefs  than  he  ex- 
perienced on  going  to  bed ;  and  when 
opiates  are  habitually  ufed,  coftivenefs 
can  fcarcely  be  prevented,  but  by  means 
of  remedies  which  in  this  fituation  ought 
not  to  be  given. 

Hemlock  is  often  ufed  here,  but  I  have 
never  known  any  obvious  advantage  de- 
rived from  it.  Hyofcyamus,  by  acting  as 
an  anodyne,  while  it  does  not  produce 
coftivenefs,  has  in  different  inftances  ap- 
peared to  prove  ferviceable.  Six  or  fe- 
ven  grains  of  the  extract  may  be  given  at 
firft,  and  the  dofe  increafed  in  a  gradual 
manner  to  ten,  fifteen,  or  twenty. 

Conceiving,  from  fome  circumftances 
connected  with  the  difcafe,  as  well  as 
from  many  of  the  fymptoms  which  enfue 
from  it,  that  it  may  in  fome  inftances  be 
of  the  fame  nature  with  paralyfis,  I  have, 
in  feveral  cafes,  advifed  ele&ricity,  and 
in  one  or  two  of  thefe  it  appeared  to  prove 
ufeful,  but  never  fo  decidedly  as  to  ena- 
ble me  with  confidence  to  fpeak  of  it. 


SEC- 
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SECTION  IV. 

Of  ObJiruBions  in  the  Urethra  from  Gonor- 
rhoea Virulenta. 


"\\  7  HEN  fpeaking  of  Gleet  I  had  oc- 
v  v  cafion  to  remark  that  it  is  often 
the  confequence  of  Obfiructions  in  the 
Urethra.  But  Gleet,  although  the  caufe 
of 'fome  inconvenience  and  diftrefs,  is  by- 
no  means  the  molt  important  fymptom 
with  which  Obft ructions  are  accompa- 
nied. Strictures  may  take  place  in  a  cer- 
tain extent,  without  giving  much  uneafi- 
nefs,  but  whenever  they  arrive  at  fuch 
a  height  as  to  impede  the  flow  of  urine, 
they  prove  not  only  the  caufe  of  much 
diftrefs  and  mifery  to  the  patient,  but  of 
much  embarraflment  to  the  practioner. 

Obfiructions  proceeding  from  Gonor- 
rhoea Virulenta  may  be  reduced  to  four 

general 
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igeneral  heads;  tumours  in  the  fubftance  of 
1  the  urethra  and  contiguous  parts;  fpafmo- 
idic  affections  of  the  urethra ;  caruncles,  or 
iflemy  excrefences,  in  the  urethra  j  and 
iftrictures,  properly  fo  called. 

§  2. 

1  Of  'Tumour s  in  the  fubjfance  of  the  Urethra 
and  contiguous  Parts. 

WE  have  already  had  occafion  to 
fpeak  of  Tumours,  or  fwel lings  of  the 
proftate  gland,  of  fwellings  of  Cowper's 
glands,  and  of  the  other  fmaller  glands 
of  the  urethra.  All  of  thefe  produce 
obftrudtion  to  the  flow  of  .urine  when- 
ever they  become  fo  large  as  to  diminifh, 
in  any  degree,  the  magnitude  of  that 
caual. 

Referring  to  what  has  already  been  laid 
upon  this  part  of  our  fubjedt,  1  have  at 
prefent  to  obferve,  that  in  the  commence- 
ment of  all  Tumours  in  thefe  parts,  we 
ought,  by  every  method  in  cur  power,  to 

endeavour 
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endeavour  to  remove  them  by  difcufllon  ; 
for  which  purpofe  local  and  general  blood- 
letting are  the  remedies  chiefly  to  be 
trufted  ;  and  as  thefe,  when  carried  a 
fufficient  length,  and  when  aflifted  by 
a  cooling  regimen,  and  the  external  ufe 
of  cold  faturnine  applications,  feldom 
fail  in  removing  them,  they  mould  al- 
ways be  continued  as  long  as  they  feem 
to  prove  ufeful.  For  although  tumours 
in  this  fituation  are  often  eaflly  removed 
after  fuppuration  has  taken  place,  by  the 
matter  being  freely  difcharged,  and  the 
fores  treated  in  the  uiual  way,  yet,  before 
arriving  at  this  flze,  a  good  deal  of  di- 
ftrefs  always  occurs  from  them  :  in  fome 
inftances,  the  fores  heal  with  difficulty, 
while  in  others  the  matter  burfts  into  the 
urethra,  where  it  continues  often  during 
the  life  of  the  patient  to  be  a  conftant 
fource  of  uneafinefs. 

In  others  again  the  matter  burfts  into 
the  fcrotum,  and  from  thence  into  the  fur- 
rounding  cellular  fubftance  ;  and  openings 
forming  in  confequence  of  this,  common- 


iSetf.  IV.         Urethra,  lid 


\y  between  the  fcrotum  and  anus,  a  very 
itroublelbme  difeafe  is  thus  produced,  term- 
«ed  iiftula  in  perineo  *. 

It  is  therefore  obvious  that  it  is  much 
I  for  the  advantage  of  the  patient  that  every 
i tumour  of  this  defcription  mould  be  remo- 
ted  by  difcuflion;  but  when  our  endeavours 
ifor  this  purpofe  do  not  fucceed,  and  when 
ifuppuration  takes  place,  we  have  it  often 
iin  our  power  to  prevent  many  of  the  bad 
(confequences  which  otherwife  are  apt  to 
lenfue.  By  opening  thefe  tumours  imme- 
«diately  on  matter  being  perceived  in  them, 

we  prevent  the  rifk  of  their  burfting  into 
tthe  fcrotum  and  urethra,  fo  that  in  this 
.fituation  we  ought  never  to  wait  till  they 
:are  lb  fully  maturated  as  otherwife  might 
Ibe  proper :  and  when  once  they  have  come 
ifo  far  as  to  make  it  necefTary  to  difcharge 
;the  matter,  it  ought  to  be  done,  as  I  have 
formerly  obferved,  by  making  an  opening 
ithe  whole  length  of  the  tumour.  This 
|  prevents  the  matter  from  lodging,  and 

from 

#  For  the  treatment  of  this  vide  Syftem  of  Surgery, 
chapter  xxxiii. 
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from  infinuating  into  the  contiguous 
parts,  while  the  fores  which  enfue  heal 
more  kindly  than  they  trivially  do  when 
imaller  openings  have  been  made. 

Among  other  confequences  of  abfceffes 
in  this  fituationburfting  into  the  contiguous 
parts,  it  is  proper  to  mention  that  the  moft 
diftrefsful  effects  are  experienced  from 
the  matter  finding  accefs  to  the  corpus 
cavernofum  of  the  penis.  It  ufually  fpreads 
fuddenly  over  the  whole  fubftance  of  the 
penis  ;  fmall  openings  take  place  in  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  fwelling,  at  which  the 
matter  is  difcharged ;  and  thefe  are  al- 
ways very  difficifit  to  heal :  or,  if  the  mat- 
ter does  not  find  a  vent  in  this  manner,  it 
either  burrts  into  the  urethra,  or  the  fur- 
rounding  parts  are  apt  to  mortify. 

When  mortification  takes  place  in  this 
fituation,  it  either  foon  proves  fatal,  or  ter- 
minates in  the  entire  lofs  of  the  penis;  for 
a  flop  is  feldom  put  to  the  difeafe  till  all 
the  parts  furrounding  the  urethra  are  de- 
fhroyed,  when  amputation  of  the  remain- 
der becomes  unavoidable.  Indeed  the  has- 
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morrhagy  which  is  apt  to  occur  from  deep- 
feated  mortification  of  the  penis  is  com- 
monly of  itfelf  a  fufRcient  motive  for  am- 
putation being  advifed,  for  we  can  feldom 
put  an  effectual  flop  to  the  difcharge  till 
the  mortified  parts  are  removed. 

For  preventing  mortification  in  this  fi- 
liation from  fpreading,  opium  has  been 
recommended.  I  have  certainly  obfer- 
ved  it  prove  ufeful  in  gangrene,  both  in 
thefe  parts  and  in  others  ;  but  more  de- 
pendence is  for  the  mo  ft  part  to  be  placed 
upon  a  plentiful  ufe  of  bark.-*  Whether 
opiates  acl  in  the  cure  of  gangrene  as  an- 
tefeptics,  is  not,  or  perhaps  cannot  be  as- 
certained. I  rather  believe  that  they  do 
not ;  and  1  am  inclined  to  think  that  ,they 
prove  ferviceable  only  by  allaying  irrita- 
tion. In  this  manner  they  may  be  em- 
ployed with  advantage  wherever  gangrene 
is  the  effect  of  a  high  degree  of  inflam- 
mation. By  leffening  or  removing  pain 
they  may  diminifh  the  caufe  of  exertion 
in  the  vefTels  of  the  part  affected,  and  may 
thus  tend  to  prevent  mortification  from 
Vol.  I.  R  extending 


242       Of  Spafmodic  Obft  ructions    Ch.  Ill 


extending  fo  far  as  it  otherwife  might  do; 
but  I  have  never  known  them  prove  ufeful 
where  the  difeafe  feemed  to  depend  upon 
lofs  of  tone,  either  of  the  part  itfelf,  or 
of  the  constitution. 


§  3- 

Of  Spafmodic  ObJlruElions  of  the  Urethra. 

Irritation  of  the  Urethra,  in  what- 
ever way  it  is  produced,  has  an  evident 
effect  in  leflening  the  diameter  of  the 
pailage.  Hence,  in  ftone  in  the  bladder, 
the  irritation,  and  confequent  contraction 
of  the  urethra,  is  fometimes  fo  great  that  a 
ftaff,even  of  a  moderate  rlze,  cannot  bepaf- 
fed.  Stones  in  the  kidney  have  frequently 
the  fame  effect.  Nay,  I  have  known  this 
contraction  of  the  urethra  induced  by  fand 
palling  along  the  ureters.  In  like  manner, 
the  irritation  produced  in  the  Urethra 
by  Gonorrhoea,  is  in  fome  cafes  fo  great  as 

to 
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to  excite  contraction  of  the  paflage  in  a 
very  diftrefsful  degree.  I  have  known 
the  urine  fo  completely  obftrucled  by  this 
alone,  as  to  give  caufe  to  fufpect  that  nric- 
tures  were  formed  of  the  moft  alarming 
nature;  in  which,  neither  fcarT,  catheter, 
nor  bougie,  could  be  introduced,  but  with 
more  force  than  can  ever  with  fafety  be 
applied. 

We  judge  that  obftruction  proceeds 
from  this  caufe,  when  at  one  time  it  oc- 
curs in  a  fevere  degree,  and  foon  there- 
after, perhaps  in  the  fpace  of  a  few  hours, 
it  appears  to  be  entirely  or  nearly  gone. 
Of  this  I  have  met  with  various  intiances  ; 
in  which,  from  the  anxiety  of  the  patient, 
and  from  fufpicion  of  a  more  inveterate 
kind  of  ftricture,  repeated  attempts  have 
been  made  in  vain  to  pafs  a  bougie,  and 
in  which  the  Itoppage  has  gone  off  entire- 
ly upon  the  exhibition  of  a  dofe  of  lauda- 
num, or  rubbing  the  perineum  with  ano- 
dyne balfam. 

As  the  urethra  itfelf  does  not  appear  to 
be  mufcular ;  as  only  a  fmall  portion  of  it 

R  2  can 


244       Of  Spafmodic  ObJlruBions    Ch.  III. 

can  be  comprefied  by  the  mufcles  of  the 
penis \  and  as  the  variety  of  obfiru&ion 
that  we  are  now  confidering,  occurs  in 
parts  of  the  paflage  where  thefe  mufcles 
do  not  exift,  it  has  been  imagined,  that 
this  temporary  acceffion  of  ftricture  mult 
be  owing  to  other  caufes.  It  may  perhaps 
happen  that  the  violent  irritation  excited 
by  chordee  may,  in  fome  inftances,  pro- 
duce fuch  efTufion  into  the  cellular  parts 
of  the  penis,  as  may  comprefs  the  ure- 
thra ;  and  that  this  may  foon  be  removed 
by  abforption,  on  the  irritation  by  which 
it  wras  produced  being  taken  away.  But 
although  this,  in  a  few  inftances,  may  he 
the  cafe,  I  am  convinced  that  it  is  not 
frequent,  and  that  the  urethra  itfelf  is  en- 
dowed with  a  contractile  power, by  which, 
for  the  moft  part,  this  kind  of  obftruction 
is  produced. 

Were  it  to  proceed  from  any  kind  of 
effbiion  comprefling  the  urethra,  the  tu- 
mefaction thus  produced  would  be  obvi- 
ous. Partial  circumfcribed  tumours  would 
either  be  difcovered  in  the  courfe  of  the 

urethra, 
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urethra,  or  the  whole  body  of  the  penis, 
or  a  considerable  part  of  it,  would  be.fwel- 
led.  We  do  not  find,  however,  that  this 
,is  apt  to  happen;  at  lead,  in  a  great  pro- 
portion of  cafes,  no  tumefaction  of  the 
penis  is  perceptible. 

This  kind  of  fpafin  or  cramp  occurs 
occasionally  in  every  part  of  the  urethra. 
I  have  met  with  it  within  an  inch  of  the 
extremity  of  the  glans,  but  for  the  moll 
part  it  happens  behind  the  fcrotum,  near 
the  proftate  gland,  in  the  membranous 
part  of  the  palfage. 

In  the  treatment  of  Obilru&ion  in  the 
Urethra,  it  is  a  matter  of  the  firfl  import- 
ance to  determine  the  caufe  by  which  it 
is  produced,  and  efpecially  to  diftinguim 
between  obstruction  arifing  from  fpafm, 
and  that  which  proceeds  from  Stricture, 
properly  fo  called.  In  the  latter,  bougies, 
as  we  mall  afterwards  fee,  are  almoft  the 
only  remedies  upon  which  we  can  depend  ; 
while,  in  cafes  purely  fpafmodic,  they 
very  commonly  do  harm.  In  the  one, 
they  remove  the  difeafe,  by  acting  as 

R  3  wedges ; 
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wedges  y  in  the  other,  they  add  to  the 
violence  of  the  contraction,  by  increa- 
sing the  irritability  by  which  it  was  at 
fir  ft  excited. 

As  the  degree  of  obftru&ion  arifing 
from  fpafm  alone,  is,  in  fome  inftances, 
equal  to  what  ufually  occurs  from  the  mod 
obftinate  kind  of  ftricture,  it  is  only  from 
an  accurate  account  of  the  rife  and  pro- 
grefs  of  the  difeafe  by  which  we  can  judge 
of  the  difference. 

When  the  flow  of  urine  has  at  firft  been 
only  flightly  obftrncted,  and  when  this 
has  gradually  become  worfe,  without  ever 
being  materially  better,  there  will  be 
ground  to  fu'fpect  that  it  proceeds  from  a 
caufe  of  a  more  fixed  and  permanent  na- 
ture:  while,  however  complete  the  ob- 
ftruction  may  be,  if  it  came  on  fuddenly, 
and  has  frequently  become  quickly  well, 
without  any  obvious  reafon,  there  will  be 
no  reafon  to  doubt  of  its  ariling  from 
fpafm. 

We  find,  too,  in  obft  ruction  proceeding 
from  a  fixed  caufe,  that  fome  pain  is  com- 
monly 
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monly  felt  at  one  or  more  points.  In  fome 
cafes,  a  degree  of  hardnefs  is  perceived 
on  the  urethra  being  prefled  at  thefe 
points;  while  in  others,  although  nothing 
is  difcovered  on  external  prefliire,  the  pa- 
tient feels  a  degree  of  heat  and  pain,  as 
if  the  parts  were  excoriated.  Befides,  in 
real  ftriclure,  a  difcharge  of  matter  very 
univerially  takes  place  from  the  urethra  ; 
forming,  as  we  have  already  had  occa- 
fion  to  fee,  a  very  frequent  caufe  of  Gleet. 
But  in  obftruction  proceeding  from  fpafm, 
the  pain  is  not  fixed  in  an/  particular 
part.  It  appears  to  be  more  diffufed } 
and  is  feldom  in  any  diftrefsful  degree,  if 
it  be  not  by  the  ftoppage  which  it  gives  to 
the  flow  of  urine.  No  particular  fpot  is 
difcovered  to  be  hard  or  fore  upon  pref- 
fure,  nor  does  it  neceffarily  afford  a  dif- 
charge of  matter. 

Spafm,  indeed,  may  be  accompanied  with 
a  flow  of  matter  from  the  urethra.  This 
will  always  happen  where  it  fucceeds  to 
Gonorrhoea  or  Gleet,  but  it  will  never,  on 
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inquiry,  be  found  to  be  the  caufe  of  the 
difcharge. 

The  remedies  to  be  employed  for  the 
removal  of  this  .variety  of  obftruclion, 
are,  warm  emollients,  anodynes,  blood- 
letting, blifters,  and  electricity.  Bougies^ 
in  certain  circumftances,  prove  likevvife 
ufeful. 

Rubbing  the  parts  affected,  whether  the 
perineum,  or  more  anterior  parts  of  the 
penis,  with  warm  oil,  fome times  anfwers  a 
good  purpofe.  Oil,  ftrongly  impregnated 
with  camphor,  and  Goulard's  form  of  the 
unguentum  faturninum,  when  applied  warm 
to  the  parts  affected,  alfo  tend  to  remove 
this  caufe  of  ob  ft  ruction.  I  have  known 
it  inftantaneoufly  removed  by  fomenting 
the  perineum  with  a  decoction  of  chamo- 
mile flowers  or  akhea  ;  and  by  the  appli- 
cation of  a  bladder,  filled  with  warm  wa- 
ter. 

Common  anodyne  balfam  makes  an  ufe- 
ful application  here.  The  parts  in  which 
the  fpafm'is  feated  mould  not  only  be 
rubbed  with  it,  but  pledgets  immerfed  in 

it 
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it  kept  conftantly  applied  to  them.  But 
one  of  the  moft  powerful  antifpafmodics 
of  our  external  applications  is,  a  mixture 
of  three  parts  of  laudanum  and  one  of 
aether. 

Frequently,  however,  little  or  no  ad- 
vantage is  derived  from  the  external  ufe 
of  anodynes j  while  opium,  given  inter- 
nally, is  productive  of  the  belt  effects. 
Forty  drops  of  laudanum,  given  by  the 
mouth,  will  often  remove  a  fpafm  of  the 
urethra  that  has  refilled  every  variety  of 
this  remedy  applied  to  the  fkin  5  and  when 
thrown  into  the  rectum,  in  the  form  of 
injection,  it  proves  flill  more  effectual  in 
removing  pain,  irritation,  and  fpafm  about 
the  anus,  and  in  the  organs  of  urine  and 
generation,  than  when  received  into  the 
ftomach. 

Whether  this  may  proceed  from  the 
opium  getting  more  nearly  into  contact 
with  the  nerves  of  the  difeafed  parts,  or 
whatever  may  be  the  caufe  of  it,  is  perhaps 
d  i  Hi  cult  to  determine  ;  but,  from  much 
experience  of  their  effects,  I  am  convin- 
ced, 
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ced,  that  in  all  fuch  affections,  opiates 
prove  raoft  powerful  when  given  in  this 
manner. 

In  plethoric  patients  blood-letting 
proves  often  an  effectual  remedy,  not  only 
in  removing  fpalm,  but  in  preventing  re- 
turns of  it  in  future.  Befides  the  dif- 
charge  of  blood  from  the  arm  in  quanti- 
ties proportioned  to  the  ftrength  of  the 
patient,  leeches  mould  be  applied  along 
the  courfe  of  the  pained  parts,  and  they 
feidom  fail  where  the  ftrength  admits  of 
the  evacuation,  of  giving  very  effectual 
relief. 

From  an  idea  of  fpafm  proceeding  in 
moft  inltanccs  from  what  is  termed  a 
weaknefs  of  nerves,  and  from  a  dread 
which  commonly  prevails,  of  all  nervous 
difeafes  being  rendered  worfe  by  blood- 
letting, this  is  a  remedy  rarely  employed. 
But  it  is  right  to  obferve,  in  this  as  well 
as  in  fimilar  affections  of  other  parts, 
that  morbid  irritability  may  be  excited 
by  caufes  of  very  oppofite  natures.  It 
fometimes  takes  place  where  the  confti- 
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tution  is  relaxed  and  reduced ;  and,  in 
fuch  circumftances,  evacuations  of  every 
kind  very  commonly  do  harm.  But  it 
more  frequently  happens  from  a  ftate  of 
plethora,  in  which  blood-letting  proves 
the  mod  certain  remedy,  and  where  opi- 
ates, warm  bathing,  and  other  antifpaf- 
modics  are  often  ufed  for  a  great  length 
of  time,  without  any  advantage. 

From  experience  we  find,  that  a  ftimu- 
lus  applied  to  the  fkin  proves  often  ufeful 
in  relieving  pain  and  fpafm,  in  pftrts  that 
are  even  deeply  feated  \  and  upon  trial, 
the  fame  remedies  are  fometimes  found  to 
remove  fimilar  affedtions  of  the  urethra. 
Obftruclions  arifing  from  fpafm,  have,  in 
different  inftances,  been  relieved  by  the 
application  of  volatile  liniment,  a  ftrong 
impregnation  of  oil  with  volatile  alkali, 
to  the  parts  affected.  A  blifter,  applied 
over  the  perineum,  has  in  different  in- 
flances  carried  off  the  obftruclion,  and  in 
fome  cafes  where  blifters  have  not  fuc- 
cecded,  the  difeafe  has  been  completely 

removed 
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removed  by  the  application  of  a  warm 
pi  after.  * 

In  fuch  cafes  blifters  do  not  feem  to  act 
fo  much  by  the  evacuation  which  they 
produce,  as  by  the  irritation  which  they 
excite ;  for  it  often  happens  that  the  pain 
and  fpafra  are  removed  as  foon  as  the  fkin 
becomes  in  any  degree  uneafy,  and  long 
before  vesications  are  formed.  Hence,  a 
warm  plafter,  which  does  not  contain  fo 
much  cantharides  as  to  render  it  capable- 
of  acting  as  a  bli Her,  by  preferving  a  con- 
ftant  and  more  permanent  ftimulus  than 
blifters,  proves,  in  fome  inftances,  as  I 
have  already  obferved,  more  effectual. 

Electricity  has  fometimcs  proved  ufeful 
in  removing  fpafin  of  the  urethra  :  but  it 
requires  to  be  managed  with  caution, 
otherwife  it  is  apt  to  add  to  the  violence 
of  the  difeafe.  In  plethoric  habits  it  al- 
ways does  mifchief,  and  fliould  never  be 
advifed  in  thefe  till  blood-letting  has  been 
premifed. 

I  have  had  occafion  already  to  remark, 
that  in  this  variety  of  obftru&ion,  ^bou- 
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gies  frequently  do  harm,  owing  in  a 
great  meafure  to  their  being  often  palled 
with  violence,  when  the  parts,  from  be- 
ing under  fome  high  degree  of  irritation, 
are  in  a  ftate  of  ftrong  contraction.  This 
ought  never,  therefore,  to  be  done  ;  for 
while  a  ftate  of  fpafm  continues,  we  fel- 
dom  ifucceed  j  or  if  we  do  get  the  bougie 
palled,  it  is  always  with  more  force  than 
mould  ever  be  employed. 

But  bougies  prove  highly  ferviceable, 
even  in  Spafmodic  Obftrudions  of  the 
Urethra,  when  the  violence  of  the  difeafe 
is  fo  far  removed  that  they  can  be  intro- 
duced with  eafe,  and  without  exciting  ir- 
ritation: fo  that  whenever  this  can  be 
done,  whether  the  fpafm  has  been  lelfened 
by  the  ufe  of  emollients,  anodynes,  blood- 
letting, or  any  other  remedy,  it  mould 
always  be  advifed.  Betides  the  prefent 
relief  which  it  affords,  by  removing  any 
degree  of  the  fpafm  that  may  remain,  it 
tends  with  more  certainty  than  any  other 
remedy  to  prevent  a  return  of  it.  This 
is  particularly  the  cafe  where  fpafm  is 

conjoined, 


254       OfSpafmodic  Obft ructions    Ch.  III. 

conjoined,  as  is  fometimes  the  cafe,  with 
the  more  fixed  kind  of  obftru&ion  which 
we  are  prefently  to  proceed  to  confider. 
When  this  takes  place  all  our  other  re- 
medies are  to  be  considered  merely  as 
preparative  to  the  ufe  of  bougies,  which, 
in  fuch  circumftances,  are  alone  to  be  de- 
pended on  for  a  cure.  It  muft  always  be 
remembered,  however,  that  bougies  are 
admiflible  only  when  they  can  be  intro- 
duced and  retained  in  the  pafTage  with- 
out exciting  much  irritation. 

In  all  difeafes  of  the  genitals  the  irate 
of  the  interlines  requires  particular  atten- 
tion. So  much  fympathy  fubfifls  between 
thefe  parts  that  in  patients  liable  to  ob- 
ft ruction  in  the  urethra,  I  have  known  a 
fevere  fit  of  the  difeafe  induced  by  a  co- 
Hive  flool.  Neither  is  much  purging  ne- 
ceflary  or  proper.  The  bowels  therefore 
mould  be  kept  in  fuch  a  ftate  as  to  pre- 
vent irritation,  as  far  as  it  can  be  done, 
whether  from  obftinate  conftipation  or 
too  frequent  flools. 

In 
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In  a  late  publication  by  Mr  Hume  of 
London,  the  application  of  cauftic  is  re- 
commended in  this  variety  of  obftruc- 
tion  :  But  where  fpafra  alone  is  the  caufe 
of  the  difeafe,  it  does  not  to  me  appear 
that  the  ufe  of  cauftic  is  indicated.  I  be- 
lieve indeed,  as  will  more  particularly  ap- 
pear in  the  fubfequent  parts  of  this  fec- 
tion,  that  cauftic  is  not  only  a  very  ha- 
zardous application  in  all  difeafes  of  the 
urethra,  but  that  it  feidom  or  never  an- 
fwers  the  purpofe ;  fo  that  here,  where  the 
obftruclion  is  not  fixed,  but  temporary, 
as  we  are  entitled  to  believe  it  to  be  when 
it  proceeds  from  fpafm,  I  would  fay,  that 
if  cauflic  ever  proved  apparently  ufeful, 
the  difeafe  in  all  probability  would  have 
vanifhed,  whether  this  remedy  had" been 
ufed  or  not :  The  cauftic  is  introduced  by 
Mr  Hume  in  the  end  of  a  bougie;  and  as 
the  bougie  in  which  it  is  fixed  cannot  be 
fmall,  there  is  much  reafon  to  think,  that 
a  proper  ufe  of  bougies  alone  would  prove 
effectual  wherever  they  can  be  palled  of 
a  fize  that  admits  of  this  method  of  ufing 
cauftic. 

§4- 
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§4. 

Of  Objlruciions  in  the  Urethra  from  Ykfty 
Excrefce?ices,  or  Caruncles, 

Obstruction  to  the  pafTage  of  urine 
has  long  been  considered  as  one  of  the 
moll  diftrefsful,  as  it  is  one  of  the  molt 
frequent  confequences  of  Clap  ;  and  Ca- 
runcles, Flefhly  Excrefcences,  or  Carno- 
lities,  as  they  are  fometimes  termed,  are 
mentioned  by  all  the  older  writers  upon 
the  fubject,  as  the  mofi:  frequent  caufe  of 
it. 

This  idea  naturally  arofe  from  their 
perceiving  that  warty  fubftances  were 
fometimes  formed  within  the  urethra,  near 
to  its  extremity,  limilar  in  appearance  to 
thofe  that  are  often  met  with  upon  the 
prepuce  and  glans ;  and  not  profecuting 
the  fubjedt  by  opening  the  parts  after 
-death,  they  were  led  to  fuppofe  that  more 

deep- 
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deep-feated  obstructions  were  all  of  a  fi- 
milar  nature. 

So  univerfally  did  this  opinion  prevail, 
and  it  was  fo  ftrongly  afTerted  in  books, 
that  although  it  was  long  ago,  by  fome 
individuals,  particularly  by  Saviard  and 
Dionis,  fuppofed  to  be  ill-founded,  yet 
even  in  our  times  it  has  been  very  gene- 
rally admitted.  This  is  fo  far  the  cafe, 
that  in  common  converfation  upon  the 
fubject,  Caruncles  are  ufually  confidered 
as  the  moft  frequent  caufe  of  ob  ft  ructions 
in  the  urethra. 

It  is  now,  however,  very  certainly 
known,  that  this  caufe  of  obftruction  is 
uncommon  in  the  more  remote^  parts  of 
the  urethra.  Of  late  years,  indeed,  this 
has  become  a  very  frequent  object  of  ana- 
tomical inveftigation ;  and  I  have  reafon 
to  fuppofe,  from  all  that  I  have  yet  heard, 
as  well  as  from  the  refult  of  my  own  in- 
quiries, that  it  feldom  exifts  farther  up 
the  urethra  than  half  an  inch  or  fo,  from 
the  point  of  the  glans.  Warty  excrefcen- 
ces  are  not  unfrequent  towards  the  orifice 

Vol.  I.  S  of 
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of  the  urethra;  but  I  have  feldom  feen 
them,  even  in  this  fituation,  where  they 
did .  not  likewife  prevail  upon  the  glans 
and  prepuce. 

The  obftruction  to  the  flow  of  urine, 
from  warts  near  the  entrance  of  the  ure- 
thra, is  feldom  conliderable ;  but  it  al- 
ways gives  much  caufe  of  anxiety  to  the 
patient,  from  a  fear  which  he  is  apt  to  en- 
tertain of  its  becoming  worfe. 

When  feated  juft  in  the  opening  of  the 
urethra,  as  fometimes  happens,  I  have,  in 
different  inftances,  been  able  to  remove 
them  with  fciflars,  and  with  fmall  liga- 
tures parTed  round  them ;  but  they  are  fel- 
dom fo  lituated  as  to  admit  of  our  taking 
them  off  in  this  manner.  Neither  are  we 
at  liberty  to  deflroy  them  by  a  free  ufe 
of  efcharotics,  the  irritability  of  the  ure- 
thra rendering  this  a  very  hazardous  at- 
tempt. 

In  all  fuch  cafes  we  place  our  chief  de- 
pendence upon  bougies  \  and,  when  duly 
peril  fled  in,  they  very  commonly  anfwer 
the  purpofe. 

Some 
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Some  difference  of  opinion  has  arifen  aS- 
tto  the  manner  in  which  bougies  act  in  re- 
imoving  thefe  excrefcences.  In  ftri&ures 
(of  a  different  kind  no  caufe  of  doubt  can 
(occur,  as  they  appear  evidently  to  act  as 
'wedges,  and  to  prove  ufeful  in  proportion 
tto  the  extent  of  mechanical  preffure  which 
Ithey  afford  3  but  in  the  cure  of  Caruncles 
1  they  have  been  fuppofed  to  act  chiefly  by 
iinducing  fuppuration  upon  the  difeafed 
;  parts,  fo  as  to  diflblve  them  in  this  manner. 

It  is  obvious,  however,  that,  for  the  re- 
moval of  thefe  excrescences,  fomething 
: farther  is  neceffary  than  the  formation  of 
matter.    We  daily,  indeed,  meet  with  in- 
ftances  of  their  being  long  immerfed  in 
:  matter,  fometimes  proceeding  from  their 
1  own  furfaCes,  and  at  other  times  from  the 
contiguous  parts,  without  their  being  in 
any  degree  diminimed.  I  rather  conceive 
that  bougies,  even  in  this  variety  of  ob- 
ftru&ion,  operate  partly  by  mechanical 
prelliire,  and  partly  by  exciting  inflam- 
mation in  the  excrefcences.     We  mail 
hereafter  have  occalion  to  fee,  that  thq 

S  2  moft 
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mofl  effe&ual  remedies  employed  far  the 
removal  of  warts  in  other  parts  prove 
chiefly  ufeful  by  making  them  inflame  > 
and  as  bougies  are  well  calculated  for  this 
purpofe,  I  think  it  probable,  while  they 
evidently  anfwer  a  good  purpofe  by  the 
prefTLire  which  they  afford,  that  they  prove 
likewife  ferviceable  by  exciting  over  thefe 
excrefcences  that  flight  degree  of  inflam- 
mation, which,  in  the  treatment  of  com- 
mon venereal  warts,  very  commonly  makes- 
them  drop  off. 

§  4- 

Of  Objlruclions  in  the  Urethra,  from  Strictures 
properly  fo  called  j  of  Bougies,  andFiftulce 
in  Permeo. 

TWO  varieties  are  met  with  of  obstruc- 
tion in  the  urethra  from  caufes  of  a  per- 
manent or  fixed  nature.  The  moft  fre- 
quent is  a  thickened  flate  of  the  mem- 
brane of  the  urethra  itfelf,  or  rather  of 

the 
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tthe  corpus  fpongiofum  urethrae,  fimilar  to 
-what  happens  in  the  membrane  of  the 
mofe  in  cafes  of  catarrh.  At  other  times 
ithe  urethra  is  drawn  together,  or  con- 
tracted, as  if  a  cord  was  tied  round  it, 
'without  any  other  appearance  of  difeafe. 

In  fome  inftances  thefe  two  caufes  of 
•  obflruction  are  conjoined  3  and  we  find, 
in  the  fame  perfon,  the  diameter  of  the 
paflage  leflened  in  one  part  by  a  mere 
contraction,  and  in  another  by  a  full, 
thickened  ftate  of  the  whole  fubftance  of 
the  urethra. 

Every  part  of  the  paflage  is  liable  to 
ftrictures  ;  but  they  are  more  frequent 
behind  the  fcrotum,  that  is,  between  the 
fcrotum  and  bladder,  than  in  other  parts 
of  it.  In  fome  a  fingle  ftricture  only  takes 
place  ;  but  when  -the  difeafe  has  been  of 
long  endurance,  we  commonly  find  two, 
three,  or  more. 

Where  the  urethra  is  merely  contract- 
ed, or  drawn  together,  the  difeafe  feldom 
extends,  at  any  one  part,  above  the  eighth 
part  of  an  inch,  but  where  the  ftoppage 

S  3  proceeds 
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proceeds  from  a  thickened  ftate  of  the  fub- 
ftance  of  the  urethra  itfelf,  it  fometimes 
extends  to  the  length  of  an  inch  or  more. 

From  whichever  of  thefe  caufes  a  ftric- 
ture  proceeds,  the  urethra  is  commonly 
affected  equally  all  round  ;  but,  in  fome 
cafes,  as  Mr  Hunter  very  properly  re- 
marks, the  difeafe  feems  to  be  fixed  en- 
tirely on  one  fide  of  the  pafTage,  in  which 
cafe  the  canal  is  thrown  over  to  the  op- 
pofite  fide. 

This  feems  to  happen  only  where  the 
obftruclion  is  produced  by  fulnefs  or  fwell- 
ing  of  the  urethra,  and  not  where  it  pro- 
ceeds folely  from  contraction. 

Where  this  unequal  diminution  of  the 
canal  takes  place  even  in  one  part  only,  it 
muft  evidently  add  greatly  to  the  difficult 
introduction  of  bougies  ;  and  where  more- 
than  one  ftn&ure  takes  place,  if  they  are 
not  exactly  oppofite  to  each  other,  a  kind 
of  twilling  of  the  pafTage  is  produced, 
which  renders  the  introduction  of  a  bou- 
gie impracticable.  It  muft,  however  be 
admitted,  thai  inftances  of  this  are  rare. 

It 
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It  deferves  to  be  noticed,  that  the  for- 
mation of  ftrictures  is  often  fo  flow  and 
gradual,  that  a  patient  is  not  fenfible  of 
their  taking  place  till  the  difeafe  has  been 
of  long  continuance.  Being  feldom  at- 
tended with  pain  till  the  flow  of  urine  is 
much  impeded,  any  partial  degree  of  ob- 
ftruclion  panes  without  notice,  by  which 
the  ftrictures  become  much  more  fixed 
and  permanent  than  otherwife  they  would 
be.  The  patient,  indeed,  has  feldom  any 
mfpicion  of  his  fituation,  till  the  mrgeon, 
for  his  own  fatisfaction,  where  Gleet  con- 
tinues more  obftinate  than  ufhal,  propoles 
to  pafs  a  bougie.  Gonorrhoea  having  gi- 
ven rife  to  the  Gleet,  any  obftruction  that 
takes  place  to  the  flow  of  urine,  is  confi- 
dered  to  arife  from  the  fame  caufe  \  and 
thus  a  great  length  of  time  is  often  mffer- 
ed  to  elapfe  before  any  fuch  examination 
is  made  as  can  with  certainty  lea  1  to  a 
difcovery. 

This  proves  often,  in  its  confequences, 
highly  diftrefsful,  and  fliould  therefore  be 
as  much  as  poilible  guarded  againft  ;  for 

S  4  ftrictures, 
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ftri&ures,  by  long  continuance,  become 
much  more  firm,  as  well  as  more  exten- 
five,  than  they  were  at  fir  ft,  by  which 
they  alfo  become  much  more  difficult  to 
cure.  Cafes  which  at  firft  would  have 
yielded  almoft  to  the  firft  attempt  with 
bougies,  are,  by  delay,  often  rendered  fo 
obftinate,  that  nothing  will  remove  them 
but  an  accurate  application  of  bougies  con- 
tinued for  a  great  length  of  time. 

Whenever  there  is  caufe,  therefore,  to 
fufpecl  that  ftrictures  may  exift,  an  exami- 
nation mould  be  made  with  bougies.  But 
as  patients  themfelves  are  apt  to  be  decei- 
ved upon  this  point,  practitioners  fhould, 
in  every  inftance,  lead  their  attention  to- 
wards it,  In  different  parts  of  this  work 
we  fna.ll  have  occafion  to  fee  that  Gleet  is 
frequently  kept  up  by  ftri&ures :  fo  that 
in  all  obftinate  cafes,  and  where  no  other 
evident  caufe  for  the  difcharge  is  percei- 
ved, a  trial  with  bougies  fhould  be  propo- 
sed. This,  however,  is  feldom  done  ;  by 
which  much  unneceflary  trouble,  as  well 

lofs  of  character,  falls  upon  the  practi- 
tioner, 


Sect.  IV.      from  Strittures,  fcte.  265 

tioner,  while  the  patient  is  made  to  fufFer 
a  great  deal  of  mifery,  which,  with  care, 
might  have  been  prevented. 

I  have  already  had  occafion  to  remark, 
that  the  variety  of  ftrichires  which  we 
are  now  confidering  is  frequently  the  con- 
fequence  of  Gonorrhoea  :  but  in  what  man- 
ner it  is  produced  by  Gonorrhoea  is  per* 
haps  difficult  to  explain.  It  has  been  at- 
tributed chiefly  to  ulcers  induced  by  that 
difeafe,  and  to  inflammation. 

At  one  period  I  was  induced  to  fuppofe, 
chiefly  from  the  information  that  I  had 
obtained  from  books,  that  ftri&ures  were 
in  moft  inftances  produced  by  ulcers.  But 
from  more  frequent  opportunities  of  ob- 
ferving  the  feat  of  Gonorrhoea  after  death, 
I  am  now  convinced  that  ulcers  very  fel- 
dom  take  place  in  that  difeafe  ;  by  no 
means  fo  frequently  as  ftrictures,  the  ef- 
fect which  they  are  fuppofed  to  produce. 
It  fometimes  indeed  happens,  that  the 
membrane  of  the  urethra  covering  ftric- 
tures,  is  found  in  a  ftate  of  tendernefs,  or 
of  excoriation,  but  not  completely  ulce- 
rated. 
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rated.  Even  this,  however,  appears  to  be 
the  effecT:  rather  than  the  caufe  of  the  dif- 
eafe.  It  feems  in  a  great  meafure  to  pro- 
ceed from  the  acrimony  of  the  matter 
which  the  ftrictures  themfelves  produce. 
The  urine  being  prevented  by  the  ftric- 
tures from  palling  freely  off)  a  few  drops 
of  it  always  remains  between  the  neck  of 
the  bladder  and  the  feat  of  the  difeafe, 
and  thus,  by  remora,  becoming  acrid,  a 
cnnfiderable  degree  of  tendernefs  or  ex- 
coriation accompanied  with  much  heat  in 
palling  water  never  fail  to  enfue. 

When  real  ulceration  is  met  with  in 
Gonorrhoea,  it  is  in  mo  ft  inftances,  I  be- 
lieve, produced  by  the  rupture  of  blood 
vefTeis.  If  it  be  not  at  the  very  point  of 
the  paflage,  ulcers  in  the  urethra  never 
proceed  from  the  matter  of  Lues  Venerea. 
Now  we  can  fcarcely  imagine  that  any 
nicer  which  the  rupture  of  a  blood- veflel 
in  the  urethra  could  probably  produce, 
would  be  of  fuch  depth  or  magnitude 
as  to  be  capable  of  producing  any  per- 
manent ftri&ures.  Neither  are  haemor- 
rhages 
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rhages  from  the  urethra  frequent ;  nor 
have  I  found  that  ftrictures  have  been 
particularly  apt  to  happen,  even  where 
haemorrhages  have  taken  place  in  an 
alarming  degree. 

I  confider  it,  therefore,  as  decided,  that 
ftrictures  in  the  urethra  feldom  or  ne- 
ver proceed  from  ulcers.  Inflammation, 
when  violent,  may  certainly  tend  to  pro- 
duce them  \  and  I  think  feveral  inftances 
have  fallen  within  my  own  obfervation 
where  this  actually  happened.  I  do  not 
fuppofe,  however,  that  this  is  fuch  a  fre- 
quent caufe  of  ftrictures  as  is  commonly 
imagined,  nor  do  I  agree  with  thofe  who 
think  that  injections  often  produce  them. 

It  being  obferved,  that  ftrictures  were, 
in  fome  inftances,  induced  by  inflamma- 
tion, and  injections  being  fuppofed,  by 
thofe  who  are  prejudiced  againft  them, 
very  apt  to  inflame  the  urethra,  it  was 
long  ago  aliened,  and  has  fince  by  many 
been  believed,  that  ftrictures  are  more 
frequently  produced  by  injections  than  by 
any  other  caufe.    This,  indeed,  is  hdd 

forth 
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forth  as  the  moft  important  objection  to 
the  ufe  of  injections,  and  were  it  in  any 
degree  well-founded,  I  admit  that  it  would 
be  a  ftrong  reafon  for  our  laying  this  re- 
medy afide :  for  however  defireable  it 
111  y  be  to  have  Gonorrhoea  quickly  cured, 
and  however  efficacious  injections  for  this 
purpofe  may  be,  no  practitioner  would  ad- 
vife  them  were  it  to  be  with  the  rifle  of 
inducing  fuch  a  formidable  difeafe  as  ftric- 
tures  in  the  urethra. 

Where  ftrong  ftimulating  injections  are 
unguardedly  ufed,  fuch  a  degree  of  inflam- 
mation may  thus  be  induced  as  may  ex- 
cite the  moft  obfiinate  ftri&ures.  Eut 
this  is  not  the  fault  of  the  remedy,  as  I 
have  elfewhere  cbferved,  and  can  only  be 
confidered  as  the  effect  of  an  improper 
ufe  of  it.  We  might  with  equal  propriety 
condemn  the  ufe  of  fome  of  our  moft  ef- 
fectual and  fafefl  medicines,  merely  from 
an  over-dofe  of  them  having  done  harm. 

Inftead  of  injections  being  a  frequent 
caufe  of  flrictures,  1  have  much  reafon  to 
think  that  they  effectually  tend  to  prevent 

them, 
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them.  Although  I  have  admitted  that  ftric- 
tures  are  fometimes  produced  by  fevere  de- 
grees of  inflammation,  I  do  not'confider  it 
as  frequent.  Stri&ures  I  conceive  to  be 
mod  frequently  the  confequence  of  a  ftate 
direclly  the  reverfe  of  inflammation.  In  a 
great  proportion  of  cafes  they  will  be  found 
to  take  place,  where,  either  from  no  injec- 
tion having  been  ufed,  or  from  fome  other 
caufe,  the  difcharge  has  gone  on  to  an  un- 
ufual  length  \  where  all  fymptoms  of  in- 
flammation were  gone  long  before;  and 
where  nothing  but  Gleet  remained.  At 
leaft  this  has  been  very  generally  the  re- 
mit of  my  obfervation,  and,  I  believe,  it 
will  be  admitted  by  all  who  have  paid  at- 
tention to  the  point  under  confideration. 
I  therefore  conclude  from  this,  as  well  as 
from  the  appearances  which  thefe  parts 
exhibit  on  diiTection,  that  this  variety  of 
obftruclion  proceeds  molt  frequently  from 
a  ftate  of  morbid  relaxation  or  debility, 
induced  in  thefe  parts  of  the  membrane 
of  the  urethra  upon  which  the  inflamma- 
tion 


2  Jo  Of  Obtiruftions  in  the  Urethra  Ch.  III. 


tion  at  firft  fixes  with  violence,  and  from 
which  the  fubfequent  difcharge  is  in  a 
great  meafure  produced. 

Where  ftri&ure  fucceeds  immediately 
to  inflammation,  it  appears  to  be  that  va- 
riety of  the  difeafe  in  which  the  urethra 
is  comprefTed,  or  tied,  as  it  were,  with  a 
cord  :  but  where  it  does  not  appear  till 
the  inflammation  fubfides,  and  the  dif- 
charge has  been  of  long  duration,  the  fub- 
ftance  of  the  urethra  is  found,  at  thofe  parts 
where  the  ftrictures  exift,  to  be  fpongy, 
foft,  and  prominent,  bearing  every  mark 
of  having  completely  loft  its  tone. 

The  exiftence  of  this  variety  of  ftric- 
ture  being  afcertained,  and  it  will  not  be 
confounded  with  any  other  difeafe  where 
the  obfervations  contained  in  the  preced- 
ing parts  of  this  fe&ion  are  kept  in  view, 
our  next  object  is  to  fix  upon  the  method 
of  cure. 

While  the  opinion  prevailed  of  ftric- 
tures  being  moft  frequently  produced  by 
ulcers  in  the  urethra,  as  this  led  to  the 
fufpicion  of  their  being  connected  with 
Lues  Venerea,  mercury  was  advifed  in  al- 

moft 
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mod  every  inftance.  Mercurial  ointment 
was  regularly  rubbed  upon  the  feat  of  the 
difeafe,  in  order  to  dillblve  the  cauie  of 
the  ob  ft  ruction,  and  the  patient  was  put 
under  a  falivation,  with  a  view  to  the 
fafety  of  his  conftitution. 

As  this  was  the  prevailing  practice  of 
©ur  belt  furgeons,  when  1  entered  upon 
bufinefs,  not  only  here,  but  in  other  parts 
of  Europe,  I  was  necefTarlly  led  to  adopt 
it ;  but  later  experience  having  (hewn  that 
mercury  is  never  neceflary  in  the  cure  of 
ftrictures,  I  have  now,  for  many  years 
paft,  laid  it  altogether  afide.  Nay,  I  rea- 
dily own  that  I  never  knew  any  advan- 
tage derived  from  it,  while  in  many  in- 
ftances,  when  long  perfifted  in,  it  evident- 
ly did  harm. 

It  will  not  be  imagined,  that  during 
this  late  period  of  time,  mercury  was  ever 
alone  depended  upon  for  the  removal  of 
ftri&ures  in  the  urethra.  Bougies  were 
then  very  generally  employed ;  but  mer- 
cury, for  the  reafon  that  I  have  given,  was 
always  advifed  along  with  them. 

Bougies 
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Bougies  had  long  been  known  to  prac- 
titioners, but  they  were  fo  coarfely  form- 
ed, and  their  application  fo  little  under- 
stood, that  fcarcely  any  advantage  was 
derived  from  them,  till  Mr  Daran,  about 
fixty  years  ago,  brought  them  into  more 
general  notice.  By  forming  them  with 
care,  and  introducing  them  with  addrefs, 
Mr  Daran  had  the  credit  of  giving  us  the 
only  remedy  upon  which  we  can  place  any 
dependence  for  the  cure  of  ftrictures.  At 
leaft  we  are  certainly  in  a  great  meafure 
indebted  to  him  for  bringing  them  into 
general  ufe. 

It  is  true  that  Mr  Daran  attributed  vir- 
tues to  his  bougies  which  they  did  not 
pofTefs.  Being  much  interefted  in  the  fale 
of  them,  he  wifhed  to  throw  a  myftery 
over  their  compofition.  They  acted  chief- 
ly, he  faid,  by  their  fuppurative  quality  : 
in  confequence  of  which,  and  by  the  great 
difcharge  of  matter  which  they  produced, 
tumours,  and  other  caufes  of  obftruction 
in  the  urethra,  were,  he  alleged,  diflblved 
by  them,  which  could  never  otherwife 

have 


Sect.  IV.       from  StriSures,  &c.  273 


have  been  removed.  The  confidence  with 
which  this  was  aflerted,  by  a  man  of  Mr 
Daran's  experience,  and  the  considerable 
difcharge  of  purulent-like  matter  w.  ch 
ufually  accompanies  the  ufe  of  bougies, 
gave  weight  to  an  opinion  wThich,  from, 
this  caufe  alone,  came  .at  laft  to  be  gene- 
rally admitted. 

We  now  know,  however,  that  it  is  not 
by  exciting  a  difcharge  of  matter  that 
bougies  act  in  the  cure  or  Uriel ures.  Even 
the  mildeft  bougie  we  can  employ,  when 
kept  in  the  urethra  for  an  hour  or  two,  is 
covered  with  a  kind  of  matter  on  being 
withdrawn  \  but  this  happens  as  readily 
where  the  urethra  is  found  as  when  it  is 
obftructed  in  various  places,  and  it  feems 
to  proceed  entirely  from  the  natural  mu- 
cus of  the  palfage  being  increafed  in 
quantity,  and  fomewhat  altered  in  appear- 
ance, by  the  irritation  excited  by  the 
bougie.  tf* 

Even'admitting  the  obftruc"ted  parts  to 
be  more  particularly  acted  upon,  and  a 
greater  difcharge  of  matter  excited  from 

Vol.  I.  T  them 
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them  than  from  the  other  parts  of  the  ure- 
thra, and  which  Mr  Daran  aflerted  to  be 
the  cafe  under  his  management  of  the 
bougie,  ftill  this  would  not  account  for 
the  removal  of  excrefcences ;  for  we  know, 
from  daily  obfervation,  that  the  whole 
furface  of  excrefcences  of  a  fimilar  nature 
in  other  parts  of  the  body,  may  be  kept 
in  a  ftate  of  complete  ulceration,  and  a 
large  quantity  of  matter  difcharged  from 
them  for  a  great  length  of  time,  without 
their  being  perceptibly  lefiened  in  bulk. 

Bougies,  in  the  cure  of  thefe  firic~tures, 
feem  to  a(5t  folely  by  prefRire,  and  by  the 
fupport  which  they  afford  to  the  difeafed 
parts.  If  a  bougie,  of  fufficient  firmnefs, 
exactly  or  nearly  the  lize  of  the  urethra 
in  its  contracted  ftate,  be  palfed  at  firft, 
and  others  of  a  larger  lize  afterwards  in- 
troduced, we  know  from  experience,  that 
if  done  with  caution,  no  harm  will  enfue, 
and  that  the  ftriclure  for  which  it  was 
employed  will  thus,  in  a  gradual  manner, 
be  removed,  merely  by  the  preiTure  of  the 
bougie. 

In 
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In  this  view,  our  chief  object  in  the 
forming  of  bougies  fhould  be  to  give  them 
a  firmnefs  fufficient  to  afford  fupport  to 
the  parts  which  we  wifh  to  comprefs,  and 
a  fmoothnefs  and  flexibility  that  admits 
of  their  being  introduced  and  retained 
in  the  urethra  with  the  greater!  pofiible 
eafe. 

Numbers  34,  35,  36,  and  37,  in  the  Ap- 
pendix, contain  prefcriptions  for  bougies 
of  different  colours  and  confidences,  with 
fome  directions  for  preparing  them  %  but 
the  exact  formation  of  bougies  being  a 
matter  of  the  fir  ft  importance,  and  this 
being  only  to  be  acquired  by  conftant 
practice,  it  is  better  for  furgeons  to  pro- 
cure them  from  thofe  whofe  fole  profef- 
fion  it  is  to  make  them,  than  to  attempt 
to  form  them  themfelves. 

Befides  the  forms  of  plafters  mentioned 
in  thefe  prefcriptions,  other  articles  have 
been  employed  for  the  conftniction  of 
bougies,  particularly  cat-gut  and  refma 
elaftica.  Of  thefe  the  latter  is  by  much 
the  beft,  and  for  all  the  fmaller  fizes  of 

T  2  bougies- 
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bougies  I  now  find  it  to  be  preferable  to 
the  beft  plafters  of  the  common  kind. 
Even  when  of  the  fmalleft  fize  it  can  be 
made  of  fucli  a  degree  of  firmnefs  that  it 
may  be  pufhed  with  confiderable  force^ 
which  cannot  be  done  with  the  fmaller 
bougies  of  the  common  kind,  which  are 
apt  to  bend,  and  to  become  twitted,  al- 
though introduced  with  much  care  and 
attention. 

The  great  expence  of  elaftic  bougies 
has  hitherto  prevented  them  from  being 
fo  generally  ufed  as  they  ought  to  be :  be- 
fides,  they  were  at  firfl  made  fo  foft  that 
they  nearly  diflblved  in  the  urethra  on 
being  allowed  to  remain  in  it  for  the  fpace 
of  an  hour  or  two  ;  but  this  fault  is  now 
fo  entirely  removed,  that  I  have  known 
them  remain  inferted  for  feven  or  eight 
hours  at  once,  and  yet  as  firm  on  being 
withdrawn  as  when  firfl:  introduced.  This 
renders  the  elaftic  gum  a  valuable  article, 
not  only  for  bougies,  but  flexible  cathe- 
ters. 

This 
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This  refin  has  one  very  eflential  advan- 
tage over  every  corapolition  that  has  yet 
been  employed  for  bougies.  It  does  not 
crack  or  break  while  in  the  urethra,  how- 
ever frequently  it  may  be  introduced. 
When  the  common  bougies  are  prepared 
with  attention,  and  the  compofition  of 
which  they  are  formed  not  too  much 
boiled,  they  may  fometimes  be  ufed  two 
or  three  times  with  fafety  \  but,  for  the 
moft  part,  they  cannot  with  propriety  be 
introduced  more  than  once.  Nay,  on  re- 
maining an  hour  or  two  in  the  paffage, 
they  are  often  fo  much  cracked  as  to  ex- 
cite a  good  deal  of  irritation  and  pain 
even  on  their  firit  introduction;  infomuch 
that  I  have  met  with  different  inflances 
of  patients  being  deterred  by  this  caufe 
alone  from  ufing  bougies,  the  irritation 
which  they  excited  being  fo  great  as  to 
be  quite  infupportable  ;  while,  on  having 
recourfe  to  thofe  formed  of  refina  elaftica, 
they  were  found  to  give  no  kind  of  un- 
eahnefs. 

T  3  Thefe 
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Thefe  bougies  are  formed  of  fine  filk, 
dipped  in  the  refin  diftblved  in  aether. 
They  were  fir  ft  invented  by  Mr  Thedn  of 
Berlin,  and  are  now  made  by  different  ar- 
tifts  in  this  as  well  as  other  countries,  but 
the  beft  that  we  receive  are  made  in  Paris. 
There  is  caufe,  however,  to  regret,  that 
the  art  of  forming  them  is  as  yet  confined 
to  a  very  few,  fo  that  our  fupplies  have 
hitherto  been  both  fcarce  and  uncertain. 

In  the  ufe  of  bougies  the  following  are 
the  points  which  more  particularly  merit 
attention  : 

1.  They  mould  be  provided  in  fuch 
numbers,  and  of  fuch  variety  of  fizes,  that 
there  may  be  no  doubt  of  as  many  being 
always  at  hand  as  in  any  cafe  may  be  re- 
quired. 

2.  On  proceeding  to  the  ufe  of  the  firft 
bougie,  care  mould  be  taken  to  fix  upon 
one  of  fuch  a  fize  as  will  probably  pais 
without  exciting  much  pain.  It  is  better 
at  firft  to  have  it  fmaller  than  might  be, 

made 
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made  to  pafs,  than  afterwards  to  be  obli- 
ged to  withdraw  it.  Of  this  we  may  in 
general  judge  by  the  fize  of  flream  in 
which  the  urine  is  obferved  to  flow.  It 
is  often  indeed  found  to  be  forked,  and 
fometimes  flattened,  owing  to  the  form 
and  nature  of  the  ftricture,  but,  with  fome 
attention  to  this  circumftance,  we  may, 
for  the  moft  part,  be  determined  in  the 
fize  of  bougie  that  will  anfwer. 

3.  The  patient  mould  be  placed  in  fuch 
a  pofture  as  tends  in  the  mofl:  effectual 
manner  to  relax  the  urethra.  He  may 
either  be  made  to  ftand,  with  his  thighs 
feparated,  and  his  body  bent  gently  for- 
ward, or  he  may  be  laid  upon  his  back, 
with  his  thighs  not  only  feparated,  but  rai- 
fed.  He  ought,  on  no  account,  to  be  feat- 
ed.  In  fitting  the  urethra  is  apt  to  be  fo 
much  comprefled  that  no  fpace  is  left  for 
the  paflage  of  a  bougie.  I  have  known 
feveral  attempts  to  pafs  a  bougie  .prove 
unfuccefsful  from  this  caufe  alone. 


T  3  4.  The 
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4.  The  furgeon  b  ing  feated  on  t^e 
right  fide  of  the  patient,  mould  grafp  the 
penis  with  his  left  hand,  and  draw  it  gen- 
tly forward  at  the  fame  time,  fo  as  to 
ftretch  the  urethra  to  fuch  a  degree  as  may 
prevent  it  from  catching  the  point  of  the 
bougie.  With  the  bougie,  previoufiy  well 
oiled,  in  his  right  hand,  he  mould  infert 
the  point  of  it  into  the  urethra,  when  it 
muft  be  puiTed  fiowly,  though  firmly  on, 
till  it  meets  with  fome  refiftance.  Nei- 
ther mould  he  defift  at  once  on  the  ftric- 
ture  being  met  ^with.  It  anfwers  better 
to  continue  to  pufh  on  the  bougie  with  a 
due  degree  of  firmnefs,  than  to  withdraw 
k  immediately,  as  is  often  done.  The 
firft  application  of  a  bougie  to  the  Itric- 
ture  is  very  apt  to  excite  irritation  and 
fpafm.  In  this  cafe  we  fome'times  fucceed 
belt  by  withdrawing  the  bougie,  and  pafs- 
ing  it  again  in  the  courfe  of  a  mort  time; 
but  for  the  molt  part  it  anfwers  better  to 
pufh  it  on  at  firft, 

5'  A 
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5.  A  knowledge  of  the  force  that  may 
with  fafety  be  employed  in  palling  a  bou- 
<igie  can  only  be  acquired  by  experience. 
'The  lefs  violence  that  is  done  to  the  ure- 
tthra,  or  to  the  feat  of  the  ftri&ure,  the 
tbetter.  It  cannot,  in  fome  cafes,  be  done 
^without  pain,  but  it  mould  never  be  made 
tto  force  a  difcharge  of  blood.  When  blood 
(comes  away,  the  bougie  mould  be  in- 
fftantly  withdrawn:  for  when  this  takes 
jplace,  we  may  always  know  that  fome 
jparts  have  been  injured  which  ought  not 
tto  have  fuffered,  and  by  continuing  to 
iforce  on  the  bougie,  that  there  is  much 
irifk  of  its  forming  anew  palfage  for  it- 
Ifelf. 

6.  The  dirt refs  arifmg  from  a  new  open- 
ing formed  by  a  bougie  is  commonly  fo 
jgreat,  that  nothing  mould  be  omitted  that 
(can  in  any  way  tend  to  prevent  it.  When 
! there  is  caufe  to  fufpect,  from  the  quanti- 
ty of  blood  difcharged,  that  the  mem- 
brane of  the  urethra  is  injured,  the  bougie 
:  mould  not  be  again  introduced  for  feveral 

days  \ 
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clays ;  not  till  there  is  reafon  to  fuppofe 
that  the  wound  in  the  urethra  is  healed, 
for,  till  then,  it  is  obvious  that  it  would 
be  very  apt  to  renew  or  increafe  the  in- 
jury. 

7.  As  bougies  mould  all  be  of  a  conical 
form,  they  fhould  not  be  pufhed  farther 
at  firfl  than  freely  through  the  firft  ftric- 
ture,  otherwife  the  contracted  part  is  apt 
to  be  torn  open  with  too  much  force.  It 
anfwers  better  to  proceed  ilowly,  and  to 
increafe  the  fize  of  the  bougie,  or  to  pufh 
one  of  the  fame  fize  farther  on,  in  fuch  a 
manner  as  may  avoid  every  rifk  of  inju- 
ring the  membrane  of  the  urethra. 

It  is  true  that  a  cure  is  fometimes  ob- 
tained where  bougies  have  been  introdu- 
ced with  much  violence  ;  where  violent 
pain,  accompanied  with  haemorrhagy,  has 
been  excited  :  but  this  is  a  practice,  which, 
for  the  reafons  I  have  mentioned,  ought 
not  to  be  imitated. 


a.  That 
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8.  The  bougie  being;  paned,  means  rnuft 
be  employed  to  prevent  it  from  flipping 
entirely  into  the  bladder,  as  well  as  for 
retaining-  it  at  the  depth  to  which  it  is  in- 
ferted.  We  obtain  the  firft  of  thefe  ob- 
jects by  bending  the  end  of  the  bougie, 
which,  for  this  purpofe,  mould  be  left  at 
leaft  half  an  inch  out  of  the  urethra  ;  and 
the  ufnal  method  of  retaining  a  bougie  in. 
its  place  is,  by  tying  a  piece  of  foft  cotton 
thread  to  the  end  of  it,  and  fixing  it  with 
this,  either  directly  to  the  penis,  by  paf- 
fing  it  once  or  twice  round  behind  the 
glans,  or  connecting  it  to  the  circular  belt 
of  a  common  fufpenfory  bandage.  But 
the  moft  effectual  method,  as  well  as  the 
eaneft,  which  I  have  tried,  is  fitting  the 
penis  with  a  fmall  bag  or  pouch  of  cotton 
or  lmen.  The  bougie  being  introduced 
with  its  end  bent  down,- the  bag  is  put 
over  the  penis,  and  being  fixed  with  two 
pieces  of  tape  to  a  circular  belt  round  the 
body,  the  bougie  is  in  this  manner  eafily 
retained. 

Common 
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Common  bougies  being  of  no  great  va- 
lue, may  be  cut  of  fuch  a  length  as  to 
leave  half  an  inch  or  fo  out  of  the  urethra, 
for  the  purpofe  of  bending  in  the  manner 
I  have  mentioned  ;  but  thofe  of  the  elaftic 
gum  mould  be  kept  of  every  variety  of 
length,  from  three  or  four  inches  to  nine 
or  ten  3  and  being  eafily  formed  with  a 
knob  at  the  large  end,  they  are  thus,  in 
the  molt  certain  manner,  prevented  from 
flipping  in. 

9.  When  this  precaution  has  been  ne- 
glected, and  the  bougie  thereby  allow- 
ed to  flip  completely  into  the  urethra,  it 
is  iometimes,  by  the  aukward  attempts  of 
the  patient,  forced  altogether  into  the 
bladder. 

In  this  fituation  it  cannot  be  removed 
but  by  cutting  into  the  bladder,  as  is  done 
in  the  operation  of  lithotomy,  fo  as  to  ex- 
tract it  with  forceps.  But  while  the  bou- 
gie continues  in  any  part  of  the  urethra 
it  may  be  taken  out  by  an  operation  of 
much  lefs  importance  and  hazard. 

1  '  When 
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When  the  end  of  the  bougie  can  be 
feen,  it  may  with  lbme  care,  and  attention 
be  laid  hold  of  with  a  fmall  hook,  or  with 
narrow-bladed  forceps,  fuch  as  are  ufed 
for  extracting  ftones  that  fix  near  to  the 
end  of  the  urethra.  But  when  it  has  paf- 
fed  to  fuch  a  depth  that  it  cannot  be  per- 
ceived, this  method  of  extraction  will  not 
fucceed.' 

In  this  cafe  it  can  only  be  got  out  by 
cutting  upon  it  directly  into  the  urethra. 
The  fkin  mould  be  firfl  drawn  back,  when 
a  cut  mould  be  made  through  the  tegu- 
ments and  urethra  at  once,  half  an  inch 
or  thereby  in  length,  when,  if  the  end  of 
the  bougie  can  be  laid  hold  of,  it  may  be 
taken  out  at  this  opening ;  or  if  this  can- 
not be  done,  it  may  be  pufhed  forward  till 
the  end  of  it  pafTes  out  at  the  end  of  the 
urethra.  This  may  be  done  either  with 
fmall  forceps  or  pliers,  or  by  flicking  a 
pin  into  the  bougie  at  the  opening  and 
pnfhingit  flowly  on.  The  wound  for  the 
mod  part  heals  eaiily. 

10.  The 
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10.  The  circumftance  which  next  re- 
quires attention  in  the  ufe  of  bougies  is, 
the  time  they  Ihould  be  allowed  to  rer 
main  in  the  urethra,  and  the  frequency 
with  which  they  mould  be  introduced. 

As  bougies  act,  perhaps  entirely  in  the 
cure  of  ftri&ures  by  the  preflure  which 
they  afford,  and  prove  chiefly  ufeful  by 
the  total  change  of  ftructure  which  they 
induce  in  the  parts  to  which  they  are  ap- 
plied, theyimuft  neceflarily  require  a  con- 
siderable time  to  prove  effectual.  The 
longer,  therefore,  that  they  are  retained 
in  the  urethra,  the  fooner  will  this  be  ac- 
complifhed.  But  while  we  attend  to  the  re- 
in^ ,ral  of  the  Stricture,  care  muft  betaken 
that  the  bougies  mould  not  be  allowed  tc 
excite  too  much  irritation.  This,  indeed, 
is  the  circumftance  by  which  we  ought  to 
be  chiefly  directed.  It  may  be  laid  down 
as  a  general  rule,  that  bougies  may  be  re- 
tained in  the  urethra  as  long  as  they  do 
not  excite  pain  or  irritation;  while,  in 
every  inflance,  they  fliould  be  withdrawn 
as  foon  as  they  produce  much  pain. 

At 
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At  firft  they  can  feldom  be  allowed  to 
remain  longer  than  half  an  hour  at  once  5 
but  on  the  urethra  being  for  fome  time 
accuftomed  to  receive  them,  they  may, 
for  the  moft  part,  be  left  in  it  for  fe- 
veral  hours ;  and  this  may  be  repeated 
once  and  again  during  the  courfe  of  the 
day. 

ir.  During  the  time  that  bougies  re- 
main in  the  urethra  the  patient  fhould  be 
prevented  from  walking  or  moving  more 
than  is  neceflary.  This  feldom  meets 
with  fufHcient  ftrictnefs,  by  which  many 
ure  prevented  from  deriving  that  advan- 
tage from  bougies  which  otherwife  they 
would  receive. 

In  walking  with  a  bougie  in  the  urethra 
the  irritation  induced  by  it  is  commonly 
fevere  ;  efpecially  when  common  bougies 
are  employed.  The  motion  in  walking  is 
apt  to  crack  and  break  the  plafter  of 
which  bougies  are  formed,  which  renders- 
them  rough  and  unequal,  which  never 
fails  to  do  much  harm. 

12.  That 
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12.  That  we  may  obtain  the  advantage 
of  perfect  reft  while  bougies  are  intro- 
duced, we  are  advifed  by  many  to  employ 
them  only  when  the  patient  goes  to  bed, 
and  to  allow  them  to  remain  in  the  palTage 
during  the  night.  This  may  anfwer  when 
the  patient  is  not  liable  to  nocturnal  erec- 
tions, but  where  thefe  are  frequent  it 
mould  not  be  permitted.  I  have  known 
feveral  inftances  of  much  pain  and  inflam- 
mation being  induced  by  it.  In  fome  cir- 
cumftances  it  may  be  more  inconveni- 
ent to  apply  bougies  during  the  day,  but 
it  may  at  all  times  be  done  with  more 
fafety. 

13.  That  bougies  may  continue  as  long 
as  poflible  in  the  urethra,  fome  have  ad- 
vifed, that  the  patient  mould  be  allowed 
to  void  urine  while  they  remain  in  it.  I 
have  known  it  done  and  no  harm  enfue, 
where  the  urine  was  palled  flowly,  and 
with  much  caution  :  but  I  have  alio  known 
it  do  much  harm,  and  as  the  trouble  of 
introducing  the  bougie  a  fecond  time  is 
.    •  not 
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not  equal  to  the  hazard  of  allowing  it  to 
remain,  I  always  advife  it  to  be  with- 
drawn when  urine  is  to  be  palled. 

Belides  the  temporary  pain  and  inflam- 
mation which  inattention  to  this  circum- 
ftance  is  apt  to  induce,  I  have  known  it 
terminate  in  very  diftrefsful  fpafmodic  af- 
fections of  the  urethra,  which  afterwards 
continued  to  be  fo,  even  after  the  original 
ftrictures  were  removed. 

14.  By  a  flow  and  regularly  gradual  in- 
creafe  being  given  to  the  bougie,  ftric~ 
tures  in  a  great  proportion  of  cafes  may  at 
laft  be  removed  ;  but  before  the  firft  ftric- 
ture  is  entirely  deftroyed,  it  is  always 
proper  to  pulh  forward  the  bougie,  to  dif- 
cover  whether  others  exift  or  not.  It  is 
better,  however,  not  to  make  the  attempt 
till  the  opening  through  the  firft  is  con- 
fiderably  enlarged,  when  we  more  readily 
and  with  more  certainty  fucceed. 

All  other  ftrictures  that  are  difcovered 
muft  be  managed  in  the  fame  maimer  with 
the  firft  \  the  bougie  muft,  if  pollible,  be 
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made  to  pafs  them  all,  and  the  fize  after- 
wards increafed  gradually  till  the  urethra 
is  opened  to  its  complete  natural  fize. 

15.  In  palling  bougies  for  this  purpofe, 
it  has  been  a  point  in  difpute  whether  they 
mould  be  carried  the  length  of  the  blad- 
der, and  allowed  to  remain  in  it  or  not. 
I  am  decidedly  of  opinion  that  they  fliould 
be  palled  completely  into  the  bladder  as 
foon  as  this  can  be  done,  in  order  to  dis- 
cover the  utmoft  extent  of  the  ftrictures  ; 
but  I  alfo  think  that  they  mould  never  be 
allowed  to  remain  in  it.    The  common 
bougies  are  fo  apt  to  crack,  and  pieces  of 
the  plalter  to  fall  off,  that  this  might  very 
pollibly  happen  from  their  being  immerf- 
ed  in  urine  ;  and  we  all  know,  that  if  a 
particle  mould  drop,  not  final  1  enough  to 
pafs  off  with  the  urine,  that  it  would  pro- 
bably^ferve  as  a  nucleus  for  a  Itone.  This 
would  not  fo  readily  happen  with  bougies 
of  elaftic  gum ;  but  even  thefe,  where 
there  is  fo  much  hazard,  fliould  not  be 
trufled,  efpecially  as  it  is  not  neceflary  ; 

for 
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for  it  is  found  upon  direction,  that  ftrio 
tures  are  always  anterior  to  the  proflate 
gland.  They  are  often  in  the  membra- 
nous part  of  the  urethra  j  but  they  have, 
perhaps,  never  been  met  with  in  the  pro- 
flate gland  itfelf,  I  mean  in  the  urethra 
as  it  palfes  through  this  gland. 

It  mud  be  admitted  that  the  urine  is 
often  obftrucled  by  difeafe  in  this  gland  ; 
by  inflammation,  as  well  as  by  a  more 
indolent  kind  of  fwelling,  to  which,  as  I 
have  elfewhere  had  occafion  to  remark, 
this  gland  is  fometimes  liable.  But  this 
variety  of  obftruclion,  inftead  of  being 
removed  by  bougies,  is  always  hurt  by 
them.  We  are  fometimes  under  the  ne- 
ceflity  of  palling  a  catheter,  even  during 
an  inflamed  Hate  of  the  proftate  gland  3 
but  this  mould  only  be  done  in  cafes  of 
the  moft  urgent  neceifity,  for  drawing  off 
the  urine  when  completely  fiipprefled. 
When  the  gland  has  been  for  fome  time 
fwelled  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  create  a 
floppage  to  the  flow  of  urine,  bougies  ne- 
ver remove  it,  while,  by  the  irritation 
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which  they  excite,  they  never  fail  to  do 
harm.  Of  this  I  h  ive  now  met  with  fuch 
a  number  of  inftances,  in  which  either 
from  the  anxiety  of  the  patient,  or  want 
of  experience  in  the  practitioner,  fuch 
mifchief  has  in  this  fituation  been  done 
by  bougies,  that  I  think  it  right  in  ftrong 
terms  to  fpeak  of  it.  In  one  cafe  fuch 
violence  of  inflammation  enfued,  that  the 
patient  died  on  the  third  day  evidently 
from  this  alone;  and  in  others  this  im- 
prudent application  of  bougies  in  a  dif- 
eafed  fcate  of  the  proflate  gland,  has 
haftened  the  progrefs  of  that  difeafe,  and 
added  greatly  to  the  diftrefsful  feelings. 
.  of  the  patient. 

16.  Befides  the  length  of  time  which 
bougies  fhould  be  kept  inferted  daily,  it  is 
an  object  of  importance  to  determine  at 
what  period  they  may  with  fafety  be  laid 
afide.  This,  I  muft  acknowledge^  is  diffi- 
cult to  do,  as  it  depends  upon  circumflan- 
ces  with  which  it  is  impollible  at  all  times 
to  be  acquainted.  Even  where  ftri&ures. 
are  fo  completely  removed  that  bougies 

pafs 
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pafs  with  eafe,  and  the  urine  is  voided  in 
a  full  ftream,  the  difeafe  is  apt  to  recur  if 
the  bougies  be  too  foon  left  off.  They 
fhould,  in  every  inflance,  be  worn  for  a 
considerable  time  after  all. appearances  of 
ftricture  are  gone,  and  the  more  obftinate 
the  difeafe  has  been,  the  longer  mould 
they  be  continued. 

Even  after  a  patient  conftders  himfelf 
as  fo  entirely  well  that  he  may  conceive 
the  farther  ufe  of  bougies  to  be  unnecef- 
fary,  ftill  he  mould  at  all  times  have  them 
in  his  polleflion,  fo  as  to  be  able,  on  the 
leaft  return  of  oburuc~tion,  inftantly  to 
employ  them.  This  is  a  precaution  not 
often  adverted  to  either  by  practitioners 
or  patients,  but  which  mould  never  be 
difregarded  by  any  who  have  fuffered  in 
this  manner  ;  and  I  think  it  the  more  ne- 
ceflary  to  infill  upon  it,  from  having  ob- 
ferved,  in  various  inftances,  the  molt  dif- 
trefsful  confequences  to  enfue  from  a  ne- 
glect of  it.  It  is  particularly  proper  for 
all  who  have  fuffered  in  this  manner,  when 
they  go  upon  a  journey,  to  be  well  pro- 
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vided  with  bougies  ;  for  when  from  home 
they  cannot  always  meet  with  them,  while, 
at  the  fame  time,  they  are  more  expofed 
to  the  various  caufes  moft  apt  to  excite  a 
return  of  the  difeafe ;  particularly  expo- 
fure  to  cold  and  dampnefs ;  much  fatigue, 
whether  on  foot,  horfeback,  or  in  a  car- 
riage ;  and  excefs  in  wine  and  ardent  fpi- 
tits. 

All  of  thefe  caufes  tend  with  fuch  cer- 
tainty to  induce  a  return  of  fymptoms  of 
this  kind,  that  1  have  feldom  known  them 
fail  where  people  have  been  much  expofed 
to  them ;  and,  in  a  great  proportion  of 
cafes,  the  effect  is  perceived  foon  after 
their  application.  I  have  known  a  perfon, 
who,  after  being  completely  cured  of  ftric- 
tures  for  feveral  years,  has  been  fuddenly 
feized  with  a  very  hazardous  and  painful 
return  of  it,  in  the  courfe  of  an  hour  or 
two  after  being  much  expofed  to  a  cold 
caft  wind.  It  is  particularly  apt  to  occur 
from  violent  exertion  on  horfeback,  and 
from  being  overheated  with  wine ;  more 

efpecially 
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efpecially  from  excefs  in  port  and  other 
ftrono;  wines. 

A  return  of  ftri&ure  is  alfo  apt  to  arife 
from  the  urine  being  too  long  retained 
after  a  defire  takes  place  to  pafs  it.  This 
mould  always  be  guarded  againft  \  but  I 
alfo  think  it  right  to  mention,  that  pa- 
tients fometimes  err  in  getting  into  the 
habit  of  voiding  urine  too  frequently.  By 
yielding  immediately  to  every  impulfe, 
fuch  a  habit  takes  place,  that  they  are  apt, 
from  this  caufe  alone,  to  continue  during 
life  to  pafs  it  every  hour  or  two.  This 
proves  not  only  extremely  troublefome, 
but  it  alfo  tends  to  induce  a  contracted 
ftate  of  the  cavity  of  the  bladder,  toge- 
ther with  a  thickening  of  its  coats ;  its  full 
diftention,  which  naturally  mould  occur 
from  time  to  time,  being  thereby  prevent- 
ed.   Hence  it  is  a  matter  of  no  fmall  im- 
portance for  patients  in  this  fituation  to 
obferve  as  juft  a  medium  as  is  in  their 
power  between  the  two  extremes  that  I 
have  mentioned, 

U  4  On 
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On  the  leaf!  return  of  flricture  being 
perceived,  whatever  the  caufe  may  be,  a 
bougie  mould  be  introduced.  The  patient, 
if  he  is  plethoric,  mould  lofe  blood  in  pro- 
portion to  his  (trength  5  his  bowels  mould 
be  opened  with  a  gentle  laxative,  or  with 
p.  clyfter  ;  and  he  mould  be  kept  in  bed 
till  the  violence  of  the  difeafe  is  removed. 
In  this  manner  I  have  known  the  mod 
violent  attack  foon  carried  off,  while,  from 
treating  them  with  inattention,  even  the 
molt  trifling  fymptoms  have  become  fe- 
vere,  and  in  the  higher!  degree  obftinate. 

The  fudden  and  unexpected  manner  in 
which  patients  are  often  attacked  with  a 
return  of  ftrictures,  has  given  caufe  to 
fufpec!  that  in  fuch  inftances  they  muft 
proceed  from  fpafm.  But  the  obrtinacy 
with  which  they  often  continue,  as  well 
as  every  other  circumftance  that  attends 
them,  renders  it  obvious,  that  in  a  great 
proportion  of  cafes  they  proceed  from 
caufes  of  a  more  permanent  nature  than 
fpafm  is  commonly  found  to  be. 

17,  We 
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r  17.  We  have  hitherto  been  fuppofing 
that  the  ftrictures  are  fuch  as  to  permit  a 
bougie  to  be  paffed  with  little  difficulty  ; 
in  which  cafe,  no  doubt  can  be  entertain- 
ed of  our  being  able,  by  perfeverance,  ei- 
ther to  accomplifli  a  cure,  or  to  afford  at 
leaft  very  effectual  relief,  and  to  prevent 
any  alarming  obfiruction  to  the  paffage  of 
the  urine ;  for  however  bad  a  ftricture 
may  be,  if  bougies  of  a  fmall  fize  can  be 
pa{Ted  at  firft,  we  may  very  commonly  be 
able,  as  I  have  already  obferved,  in  a  gra- 
dual manner  to  introduce  thofe  of  a  lar- 
ger fize.  But  frequently,  either  from  the 
paffage  being  contracted  to  a  very  fmall 
fize,  .or  from  the  ftricture  being  altoge- 
ther on  one  fide  of  the  urethra,  by  which 
the  paffage  is  thrown  over  to  the  oppofite 
lide,  after  many  attempts  we  find  no  pro- 
grefs  made,  or  if  any  thing  is  gained,  it  is 
fo  inconfiderable  as  to  afford  no  kind  of 
relief.  This  proves  always  the  caufe  of 
much  anxiety  to  the  patient,  and  is  apt  to 
diipofe  practitioners  not  much  verfant  in 
this  branch  of'bufinefs  to  clelift  from  fur- 
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ther  trials  :  confidering  the  difeafe  to  be 
incurable,  they  prefcribe  a  courfe  of  pal- 
liatives, which,  for  the  moft  part,  avail 
little,  while  bougies,  the  only  remedy 
from  which  advantage  could  be  looked 
for,  is  deferted. 

This  ought  never  to  be  done,  at  leaft  it 
fhould  never  come  on  the  part  of  the 
practitioner,  nor  can  any  thing  warrant 
the  meafure  but  the  patient  himfelf  being 
determined  againft  the  farther  application 
of  bougies.    This,  from  impatience  and 
difappointment,  is  apt  to  happen  \  but  it 
ought  at  all  times  to  be  as  much  as  pof- 
fible  refitted.    Even  in  the  moil  obfiinate 
obftruction  that  occurs,  if  the  paffage  be 
not  altogether  or  nearly  obliterated,  an 
expert  furgeon  will  fcarcely  fail,  if  he  be 
not  prevented  by  the  impatience  or  timi- 
dity of  his  patient  from  perfevering  for  a 
due  length  of  time. 

18.  When  there  is  caufe  to  fufped:  that 
the  paflage  is  thrown  over  to  one  fide  of 
the  urethra,  by  the  ftriclure  being  fixed 

in 
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in  the  other,  a  point  in  which  we  may 
fometimes  be  determined  by  external  exa- 
mination  with  the  fingers,  and  at  other 
times  by  the  feelings  of  the  patient,  the 
extremity  of  the  bougie  mould  be  flightly 
curved  or  bent  before  being  inferted,  and 
the  point  of  it  being  turned  towards  that 
fide  where  the  paffage  is  underftood  to  be, 
if  carried  on  in  this  direction  we  will 
fometimes  fucceed,  when  various  attempts 
have  failed  in  the  ufual  manner.  It  will 
be  readily  fuppofed  that  the  curvature  gi- 
ven to  the  bougie  muft  be  very  inconfi- 
derable  ;  but  even  the  flighted  will  fome- 
times give  it  the  direction  which  we  wifh 
it  to  take,  while  it  does  not  prevent  it 
from  palling  with  eafe  along  the  urethra. 

19.  In  palling  a  bougie  it  mould  be  kept 
firm  between  the  finger  and  thumb  of  the 
right  hand,  and  pufhed  gradually  forward 
till  it  reaches  the  ftricture  5  but  when  it 
has  got  this  length,  it  commonly  anfwers 
better  t©  twirl  it  flowly  between  the  rin- 
ger and  thumb,  taking  care  to  pufli  it 

gently 
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forward  at  the  fame  time.  At  leaft  I  of- 
ten fucceed  in  this  manner,  when  the  ufual 
method  of  pufhing  it  dire&ly  on  has  fail- 
ed. 

20.  I  have  already  obferved  that  no 
more  force  mould  be  ufed  in  the  introduc- 
tion of  bougies  than  is  merely  neceilary 
for  making  them  pafs  ;  but  it  is  proper  to 
remark,  that  in  the  hands  of  a  furgeon  of 
experience,  much  more  force  may  with 
fafety  be  applied  than  others  can  with 
propriety  venture  to  employ.  By  pufhing 
a  bougie  flowly  and  gradually  forward, 
we  often  force  it  through  ftrictures  with- 
out any  difcharge  of  blood  taking  place, 
while  much  pain  and  laceration  is  fome- 
times  produced  even  by  lefs  violence  ap- 
plied in  a  hurried  or  quick  manner. 

21.  When  we  find  upon  trial,  that  a 
fmall  bougie,  nearly  the  fize  of  the  open- 
ing, is  made  to  pafs,  no  force  will  be  af- 
terwards required,  if  the  bougies  be  gra- 
dually .increafed  in  fize.     But  when  we 

find; 
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find,  upon  repeated  trials,  that  the  pafTage 
cannot  be  difcovered,  and  when  we  there- 
fore mean  to  employ  a  greater  force,  bou- 
gies of  greater  ftrength  mould  be  ufed. 
Small  fized  bougies,  particularly  thofe  of 
the  common  kind,  are  fo  eafily  bent  that 
they  mould  never  be  employed  where 
mi-ch  force  is  required.  I  have  known 
even  furgeons  of  experience  pum  forward 
bougies  of  this  kind,  and  concluding  t/)at 
they  had  paiTed  the  ftri&ure,  have  carried 
them  on  till  they  imagined  they  had 
nearly  reached  the  bladder,  when,  on  be- 
ing withdrawn,  they  wtre  twifted  up  in 
the  form  of  a  cork-fcrew,  having  never 
gone  farther  than  the  ftricture. 

With  a  firm,  well-polifhed  bougie  of 
elaftic  gum,  well  rounded  at  the  end,  and 
not  fmaller  than  a  crow's  quill,  fuch  a 
force  may  be  applied  as  will  often  fucceed 
w  en  no  advantage  can  be  derived  from 
thofe  of  a  fmaller  fize  ;  nor  fliould  we  de- 
fnt  although  our  firft  trials  have  proved 
muuccefsiul,  for  itriciures  are  often  re- 
moved 
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moved  by  perfeverance  when  no  advan- 
tage was  gained  at  fir  ft. 

I  have  reafon  indeed  to  imagine,  from 
what  has  happened  in  the  courfe  of  my 
own  experience,  that  few  cafes  will  occur 
which  may  not  ultimately  be  cured  by 
bougies.  But  when  they  do,  in  what 
manner  are  we  to  proceed?  When  every 
trial  that  we  dare  make  with  bougies  fails, 
what  are  we  to  do  ?  This,  it  is  evident, 
muft  depend  entirely  upon  the  fiate  of 
the  parts  affected,  and  upon  the  degree  of 
obftruclion  which  takes  place. 

If  there  is  ftill  fuch  an  opening  left  as 
admits  the  urine  to  pafs  with  tolerable  eafe, 
I  would  advife  nothing  farther  to  be  done. 
A  patient,  in  fach  a  fituation,  had  better 
fubmit  to  the.  inconvenience  of  paffing  it 
llowly,  and  even  frequently,  than  to  the 
operation  of  removing  the  ftricture,  which 
confifts  in  laying  the  obftructed  part  of 
the  urethra  open,  and  in  the  frequent  in- 
troduction of  a  bougie  while  the  procefs  of 
reunion  is  taking  place  between  the  divided 
parts.  But  this  operation  is  fo  highly  im- 
portant ; 
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iportant ;  it  is  attended  with  fo  much  pain, 
and  with  fuch  uncertain  fuccefs,  that  no 
ipra&itioner  of  experience  will  advife  it 
while  the  urine  is  not  almoft  entirely 
lobftructed  }  and  long  before  this  com- 
imonly  happens,  the  fituation  of  the  parts 
tbetween  the  ftrieture  and  the  bladder  is 
ifuch  as  to  induce  the  patient  more  readily 
tto  fubmit  to  any  neceffary  operation  than 
Ihe  ever  would  have  done  in  a  more  early 
iftage  of  the  difeafe.    Whenever  the  ftric- 
rture  excites  much  difficulty  to  the  flow 
(of  urine,  that,  part  of  the  urethra  lying 
Ibetween  the  ftrieture  and  bladder  is  ne- 
iceflarily  diftended  on  every  attempt  to 
ipafs  it.     This  frequent  diftention  at  laft 
^weakens  the  lining  membrane  of  the  ure- 
tthra  :  the  urine  is  at  fir  ft  in  fmall  quan- 
ttities,  afterwards  in  larger,  forced  into 
tthe  furrounding  cellular  fubftance :  this 
forming  one  or  more  fmall  tumours,  at 
llaft  burfts  out  through  a  correfponding 
mumber  of  openings,  either  in  the  peri- 
neum, or  in  the  cellular  part  of  the  fcro- 
;tum.    At  leaft  this  is  the  ufual  progrefs 

of 
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of  fiich  tumours  when  the  ftri&ures  in 
the  urethra  by  which  they  were  produced 
cannot  be  removed. 

Th  is  is  the  moft  frequent  caufe  of  the 
difeafe  we  have  already  had  occafion  to 
mention,  Fiftula  in  Perineo,  in  which  the 
urine  continues  to  flow  out  at  the  newly 
formed  openings,  as  long  as  the  ftricturrs 
in  the  urethra  are  allowed  to  remain,  and 
which  accordingly,  as  I  have  already  ob- 
ferved,  makes  the  patient  eafily  fubmit  to 
any  operation  that  may  be  requifite  for 
their  removal.  In  fuch  circumftances  no- 
thing will  anfwer  if  the  difeafed  parts  be 
not  freely  laid  open.  A  flaff  being  intro- 
duced to  the  depth  of  the  ftricture,  and  a 
fmall  probe  pafTed  in  at  one  of  the  open- 
ings, and  carried  to  the  oppoflte  fide  of 
the  ftricture,  the  intermediate  fpace  mould 
be  laid  open  by  an  incifion  in  the  direc- 
tion of  the  urethra.  In  this  manner  the 
caufe  of  obftruction  will  be  difcovered  and 
removed,  and  the  other  finufes  communi- 
cating with  the  urethra  being  likewife 
laid  open,  a  cure,  even  of  the  worft  cafes 

that 
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that  occur,  may  thus  be  frequently  ob- 
tained. To  enter  more  fully  into  the  con- 
federation of  this  operation,  and  of  the 
after  treatment  of  the  fores,  would  here 
be  improper,  as  it  would  extend  this  ar- 
ticle to  an  unneceffary  length.  It  could 
not  be  done  with  precision  and  clearnefs 
without  entering  upon  the  general  doctrine 
of  riitula,  and  upon  the  different  methods 
of  cure  that  have  been  propofed  for  it  j 
and  as  this  has  been  done  in  a  different 
work,  I  mult  now  refer  to  what  I  had  then 
occaiion  to  fay  upon  it  *. 

Before  concluding  the  consideration  of 
itrictures  in  the  urethra,  I  think  it  necef- 
fary  to  notice  a  method  of  cure  that  has 
been  propofed  where  we  fail  in  the  intro- 
duction of  bougies ;  the  repeated  introduc- 
tion of  cauitic  into  the  urethra,  with  the 
view  of  deftroying  the  caufe  by  which  the 
ftricture  is  produced.  - 

This  practice  prevailed  upwards  of  a 
hundred  years  ago,  but  being  both  ha- 
zardous and  uncertain,  it  appears  foon  to 

Vol.  I.  X  have 

'*  Vide  Syfiem  of  Surgery,  chapters  xxxiii  and  xxxviii. 
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have  been  rclinquifhed.  It  has  lately, 
however .  been  revived,  or  rather  an  at- 
tempt has  been  made  for  reviving  it,  by 
the  late  Mr  Hunter  of  London,  and  ftill 
more  lately  by  Mr  Home.  But  as  I  eon- 
fider  the  practice  as  attended  with  danger, 
and  not  likely  often  to  anfwer  the  purpofe, 
I  mail  briefly  ftate  what  leads  me  to  form 
this  opinion,  not  only  that  others  may  be 
prevented  from  going  hurriedly  into  it, 
but  as  the  means  of  bringing  out  farther 
information  with  regard  to  it;  and  if  fu- 
ture experience  mail  mew,  that  cauftic 
can  be  employed  as  a  fafe  and  effectual 
remedy  in  the  removal  of  Itrictures,  none 
will  be  more  anxious  than  I  mall  be  to 
enter  freely  into  the.  practice,  and  in  this, 
manner  to  avow  the  error  which  in  that 
cafe  it  muft  appear,  that  I  have  at  this 
time  fallen  into. 

The  introduction  of  cauftic  into  the 
urethra  muft  prove  hazardous  from  two 
circumftances ,  our  not  being  able,  even 
with  all  the  pi.  ins  that  we  can  take,  to 
apply  it  to  the  ftricture  aionc,  wkhout  in- 
juring 
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juring  the  contiguous  parts  of  the  urethra  ; 
and  the  rifk  which  there  mult  always  be 
of  lbme  fmall  portion  of  the  cauflic  break- 
ing off  and  refting  in  the  paflage. 

Mr  Hunter  has  indeed  invented  a  very 
neat  apparatus  for  the  introduction  of 
cauftic.    It  confifts  of  a  filver  tube,  open 
at  both  ends,  nearly  the  thicknefs  of  a 
common  catheter,   with  a  port-crayon, 
fomewhat  longer  than  the  tube,  into  which 
the  cauftic  is  fixed.    A  ftiilette,  with  a 
perfectly  round  end,  is  firft  pafted  through 
the  tube,  and  if  it  be  exactly  fitted  to  the 
end  of  it,  the  two  together  may  be  carried 
with  eafe  along  the  urethra  till  they  come 
in  contact  with  the  ftricture,  when  the 
ftiilette  is  to  be  withdrawn,  and  the  port- 
crayon, with  the  cauitic  fixed  in  it,  intro- 
duced.   The  cauitic  being  applied  to  the 
ftricture  for  about  the  fpace  of  a  minute, 
mult  be  withdrawn  along  with  the  inftru- 
ment,  and  this  muft  be  repeated  every  two 
or  three  days  till  the  caufe  of  obit  ruction 
is  removed. 

X  2  This, 
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This,  from  defcription,  appears  perfect- 
ly fimple,  and  of  eafy  execution;  but  not- 
withstanding the  ingenuity  of  the  inven- 
tion, it  is  obvioufly  liable  to  the  two  ob- 
jections which  I  have  mentioned,  which 
may  alfo  be  faid  of  the  method  of  con- 
ducting the  cauftic  by  fixing  it  in  the  end 
of  a  bougie.  We  know,  even  where  parts 
are  uncovered,  and  therefore  immediately 
under  view,  that  it  is  difficult  to  deftroy 
them  with  cauftic,  without  injuring  the  con- 
tiguous found  parts,  in  the  urethra,  there- 
fore, where  we  receive  no  advantage  from 
the  eye,  and  where  the  flighteft  deviation 
of  the  inftrument  may  fix' the  cauftic  upon 
the  urethra  itfelf  inftead  of  the  ftricture, 
there  muft  evidently  be  much  hazard 
from  this  circumftance  alone,  independent 
of  the  chance  of  hurting  the  contiguous 
parts  merely  by  the  fpreading  of  the  cau- 
ftic, admitting  it  to  be  applied  with  all 
manner  of  exactnefs. 

Befides,  as  the  fize  of  cauftic  that  can 
be  paired  in  either  of  thefe  ways  is  ex- 
ceedingly fmall,  tnere  muft  always  be 

fome 
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fome  hazard  of  its  flipping  out  or  break- 
ing- off,  from  which  the  higher!  degree  of 
diftrefs  would  enfue;  for  it  could  not  be 
extracted,  nor  could  dilution  be  employed 
with  fuch  effect  as  to  prevent  it  from  do- 
ing a  great  deal  of  mifchief. 

Another  very  important  objection  oc- 
curs to  this  practice.  A  great  proportion 
of  ftrictures  are  feated  beyond  the  curve 
of  the  urethra,  to  which  an  inftrumenl  fo 
ftraight  as  a  tube  acting  as  the  conductor 
of  another  body  ought  to  be,  cannot  be 
carried.  But  Mr  Hunter,  forefeeing  the 
difficulty,  has  endeavoured  to  remove  it 
by  propofmg  that  the  end  of  the  tube 
mould  be  flexible,  and  of  the  fame  form 
with  the  common  flexible  catheter  of  iil- 
ver.  But  this,  while  it  apparently  adds 
to  the  ingenuity  of  the  invention,  renders 
it  evidently  more  hazardous.  The  fmall 
point  of  cauftic  contained  in  the  port- 
crayon will  be  more  apt  to  be  broken  or 
loofened  in  parting  through  a  curved  tube 
than  through  a  ftraight  one,  while  it  will 

X  3  not 
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not  be  poflible  to  apply  it  to  any  one  point 
with  fuch  firmnefs  and  fteadinefs. 

But  even  admitting  that  cauftic  may 
with  fafety  be  conveyed  to  the  ftric- 
ture,  if  the  difeafe  does  not  yield  to 
bougies,  the  obftruction  will  generally  be 
found  to  be  extenfive,  and  the  quantity 
of  cauftic  neceffary  for  removing  it  fo 
great,  that  the  contiguous  found  parts  of 
the  paffage  would  be  much  injured,  what- 
ever care  and  attention  mould  be  employ 
ed  in  the  application  of  fuch  an  active 
remedy.  On  thefe  accounts,  it  would  ap- 
pear, that  for  the  removal  of  ftriclures  in 
the  urethra,  the  application  of  cauftic  is 
either  unneceffary,  or  in  a  very  conlider- 
able  degree  unfafe,  and  at  the  fame  time 
of  very  uncertain  effect.  Where  ftriclures 
are  flight,  a  degree  of  force  may  be  ufed 
with  bougies,  fufficient  for  removing  them. 
Whenever  this  can  be  done,  none  will 
doubt  of  the  propriety  of  preferring  them 
to  cauftic;  and  when  ftriclures  occupy 
fuch  an  extent  in  the  urethra  as  to  render 
our  attempts  with  bougies  unfuccefsful, 

there 
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there  will  be  little  or  no  room  to  hope 
that  cauftic  will  anfwer  better.  In 
other  parts  of  the  body  we  all  know  how 
difficult  it  is  to  remove  even  the  callous 
edges  of  an  ulcer  with  cauftic.  Nay,  that 
new  parts  feem  often  to  form  below  be- 
fore the  efchar  produced  by  a  previous  ap- 
plication of  the  cauftic  has  come  off.  I 
have  no  hefitation,  therefore,  in  faying, 
that  in  fimilar  affections  of  the  urethra, 
proceeding  to  the  extent  which  we  here 
fuppofe  them  to  have  done,  that  cauftic 
would  "either  be  altogether  inadequate  for 
the  purpofe,  or  that  it  muft  be  applied  in 
fuch  quantities  as  to  be  productive  of 
much  hazard. 

In  all  fuch  circumftances,  it  appears  to 
me  to  be  preferable  to  let  the  difeafe  take 
its  ufual  courfe.  The  worft  that  can  pro- 
bably happen,  is  the  formation  of  linufes 
behind  the  ftriclures,  and  the  difcharge  of 
urine  from  the  openings  which  thefe  pro- 
duce. Few  patients  will  Jong  fubmit  to 
this,  if  a  remedy  can  be  obtained ;  but  I 
confider  the  cure  of  this  ftate  of  the  dif- 

X  4  eafe, 
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eafe,  by  the  mode  of  treatment  already 
pointed  out,  as  more  certain,  while  it  is 
obviouily  much  lefs  hazardous  than  the 
means  propofed  for  preventing  it  with 
cauftic. 

I  have  here  continued  an  obfervation 
inferted  in  the  fir  ft  edition  of  this  work, 
that  "  The  worft  that  can  probably  hap- 
pen in  ftrictures,  is  the  formation  of  fi- 
nufes  behind  the  feat  of  the  obft  ruction, 
and  the  difcharge  of  urine  from  the  open- 
ings which  thefe  produce."  But,  although 
this  in  a  great  proportion  of  cafes  is  cor- 
rectly true,  yet  inftances  occafionally  oc- 
cur of  ft  ill  more  diftrefsful  confequences 
from  ftrictures.    Since  the  firft  edition  of 
this  \tfork  was  publifhed,  I  have  met  with 
no  lefs  than  three  cafes,  in  all  of  which 
the  cavity  of  the  urethra  was  almoft  com- 
pletely obliterated,  from  the  neck  of  the 
bladder  forward  to  the  feat  of  the  difeafe, 
which  in  all  the  three  appeared  to  be  di- 
rectly behind  the  fcrotum. 

In  all  of  them  there  was  much  reafon 
to  think,  that  a  timeous  and  proper  ufe  of 

bougies 


Sect.  IV.      from  Strictures ,  Effc.'  3 1 3 

bougies  would  have  proved  effectual,  but 
this  being  neglected,  the  paflage  in  none 
of  them  would  admit  a  bougie  larger  than 
a  hog's  brittle.  No  advantage  could  ac- 
crue from  this.  Cauflic,  although  ufed 
with  much  perfeverance  in  all  of  them, 
made  no  impreffion ;  fo  that  the  patients 
are  now  living  in  great  diftrefs,  with  no 
other  profpecl  of  relief  than  of  that  which 
they  derive  from  large  dofes  of  opiates  ; 
a  misfortune  which  mould  ferve  as  a  warn- 
ing to  all  who  are  attacked  with  ftrictures 
in  the  urethra,  to  employ  bougies  early, 
and  never  to  defift  from  the  ufe  of  them 
while  any  degree  of  obftruction  is  percei- 
ved* 


SEC- 
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SECTION  V. 

Of  deranged  Senfations  in  the  Bladder,  Ure- 
thra, and  contiguous  Parts, 

AS  foon  as  the  leading  fymptoms  of 
Gonorrhoea  become  moderate,  all 
the  others  ufually  abate,  and  the  patient, 
for  the  more  part,  confiders  the  cure  as 
complete  foon  after  the  difcharge  leaves 
him. 

This,  however,  is  not  always  the  cafe, 
for  it  fometimes  happens  that  much 
diftrefs  is  experienced,  long  after  the 
difcharge  is  gone;  and  as  the  fymptoms 
which  take  place  in  this  ftate  of  the  dif- 
eafe  are  of  a  nature  which  cannot  be  re- 
ferred to  any  particular  head,  1  have  jud- 
ged it  proper  to  fpeak  of  them  in  a  fepa- 
rate  feclion. 

Without  any  previous  pain,  a  patient, 
who,  from  the  difcharge  and  other  fymp- 
toms 
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toms  of  Gonorrhoea  having  ceafed,  has 
caufe  to  fuppofe  that  his  cure  is  complete, 
will  be  fuddenly  feized  with  uneafinefs 
over  his  loins ;  painful  feelings  over  all 
the  region  of  the  bladder,  particularly 
about  the  neck  of  it  3  a  fenfe  of  wearinefs 
in  the  regions  of  the  kidneys,  which  fome- 
times  becomes  much  pained  ;  a  coniider- 
able  degree  of  uneafinefs  over  the  whole 
courfe  of  the  urethra,  particularly  about 
the  glans,  and  a  painful  fenfation  of  roll- 
ing, and  other  unufual  motions,  in  the 
teftes. 

In  fome,  thefe  fymptoms,  which  feem 
to  be  confined  to  the  organs  of  urine  and 
generation,  take  place  either  in  whole  or 
in  part  by  themfelves.  In  others,  thev 
are  conjoined  with  affections  of  other 
parts,  chiefly  with  thofe  of  the  ftomach 
and  alimentary  canal.  In  one  cafe  they 
were  accompanied  with  regular  attacks  of 
cholic,  which,  from  the  pain  being  vio- 
lent, there  was  caufe  to  fuppofe  were  pro- 
duced by  inflammation,  but  which  always 
fubfided  immediately  on  the  fymptoms  be- 
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ing  removed  by  which  it  feemed  to  be  in- 
duced. In  different  inftances  I  have  known 
ficknefs  and  vomiting  fucceed  to  that  pain- 
ful uneafinefs  to  which  patients  in  this 
fituation  are  fometimes  liable  in  the  kid- 
neys. 

Diftrefsful  feelings  frequently  take  place 
in  the  rectum,  which  give  caufe  to  fufpect, 
that  in  fome  inftances  they  proceed  from 
piles,  and  in  others  from  tumours  in  the 
end  of  the  gut.  A  painful  tenefmus  often 
accompanies  this  fet  of  fymptoms. 

In  fome  we  meet  with  almoft  every 
fymptom  ufually  produced  by  ft  one  in  the 
bladder.  A  dull,  heavy  pain  is  felt  at  the 
neck  of  the  bladder,  which  fpreads  along 
the  urethra,  and  fixes  upon  the  glans.  The 
patient  is  diftrefied  with  a  frequent  delire 
to  pafs  water,  and  it  often  ftops  fuddenly 
when  coming  off  in  a  full  ftream. 

In  a  few  cafes  fymptoms  of  paralyfis 
occur,  both  in  the  bladder  and  urethra. 
The  patient  at  one  time  finding  it  difn- 
c  :  sven  impoftible,  to  force  the  urine 
cut  of  the  bladder,  while  in  others  it  runs 

off 
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off  in  drops,  without  his  being  able  to  re- 
tain it. 

Thefe  unequal  ft  ate  s  of  the  power  of 
pafling  and  retaining  the  urine  fometimes 
occur  alternately,  feveral  times  in  the 
courfe  of  the  fame  day  ;  while  at  times 
one  of  them  will  continue  for  feveral  days 
together,  and  at  laft  will  difappear  fud- 
denly,  after  having  refifted  every  remedy 
that  had  been  employed. 

It  will  readily  be  fuppofed,  however, 
that  all  of  thefe  fymptoms  will  not  proba- 
bly occur  at  the  fame  time  in  the  fame 
patient,  but  every  practitioner  mull  have 
met  with  all  of  them  in  different  patients. 

At  the  fame  time  that  they  take  place 
with  fome  variety,  we  likewife  meet  with 
them  in  very  different  degrees.  In  fome 
they  arefo  flight  as  merely  to  excite  a  tri- 
fling degree  of  unealinefs,  and  fo  tranflent^ 
that  they  come  and  go  frequently  in  the 
courfe  of  the  fame  day  ;  while,  in  others, 
they  are  fo  fixed  and  permanent  that  the 
patient  remains  in  a  flate  of  conitani  dif- 

trefs, 
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trefs,  and  to  fuch  a  degree  as  he  is  fcarce- 
ly  able  to  fupport. 

In  women,  the  bladder,  kidneys,  and 
abdominal  vifcera,  are  equally  liable  to  be 
arFe&ed  as  in  men  ;  and  they  are  alfo  apt 
to  be  di  ft  relied  with  uneafinefs  about  the 
neck  of  the  womb,  and  bearing-down 
pains,  ftretching  to  the  thighs. 

Even  in  the  mo  ft  firm-minded  people 
the  fymptoms  that  I  have  defcribed  prove 
frequently  very  diftrefsful ;  but  where  the 
mind  is  weak,  and  the  imagination  eafily 
affected,  they  arrive  in  fome  inftances  at 
the  moft  alarming  height.  In  whatever 
degree  they  may  appear,  they  are  attribu- 
ted to  the  preceding  difeafe  having  either 
been  improperly  treated,  or  not  complete- 
ly cured ;  and  when  this  happens  in  a 
mind  prone  to  fears  and  anxiety,  the  di- 
ftrefs  which  they  are  apt  to  excite,  is  in 
fome  inftances  fo  extreme,  as  can  fcarcely 
from  fuch  a  caufe  be  fuppofed  to  exift. 
Whether  a  courfe  of  mercury  be  advife- 
able  or  not,  the  patient  is  feldom  fatisfied 
till  this  medicine  be  prefcribed  ;  for  he  is 

always 
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always  afraid  that  his  conftitution  will  be 
ruined  if  mercury  is  omitted.  If  this 
proves  fuccefsful,  or  if  he  gets  well  when 
under  it,  he  remains  completely  fatisfied ; 
but  when  this  does  not  happen,  as  is  the 
cafe  moft  frequently,  he  then  believes 
that  he  is  incurable,  and  that  his  fituation 
is  defperate.  Every  variety  of  noftruni 
is  now  had  recourfe  to  :  by  the  effect  of 
thefe,  and  ft  ill  more  by  the  agony  of  mind 
under  which  he  labours,  his  conftitution 
at  laft  begins  to  fuffer ;  he  gradually  be- 
comes  weaker  and  emaciated  3  and  if  his 
life  is  prolonged,  it  is  almoft  always  a 
fcene  of  anxious  inquietude  and  diftrefs. 

The  caufe  of  all  or  any  of  thefe  fymp- 
toms  it  is  often  impollible  to  explain. 
Were  they  to  happen  chiefly  where  the  pre- 
vious inflammation  has  run  high,  or  where 
the  patient,  when  under  cure,  had  been  par- 
ticularly apt  to  indulge  in  venery,  excefs 
of  wine,  or  bodily  fatigue,  one  or  other  of 
thefe  caufes  might  tend  to  account  for 
them.  But  this  is  by  no  means  the  cafe. 
They  are  met  with  as  frequently  where 
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the  difeafe  has  been  of  a  mild  nature,  and 
where  it  was  cured  in  an  eafy  manner,  as 
where  the  fymptoms  have  been  fevere  and 
obftinate.  Where  this  takes  place,  we  are 
apt  to  fuppofe  that  they  are  moftly,  if  not 
entirely,  of  an  imaginary  nature,  and  to 
treat  them  accordingly.  This,  to  a  cer- 
tain degree,  may  be  often  proper,  as  it  may 
fortify  the  mind  of  the  patient  againft 
thofe  ill-grounded  fears  to  which  he  might 
otherwife  be  expofed }  but  we  are  not  to 
fuppofe  that  fymptoms  of  this  defcription 
are  always  ideal,  merely  from  our  not 
being  able  to  account  for  them,  or  from 
the  previous  Gonorrhoea  having  been  of 
fuch  a  mild  nature  as  we  may  imagine 
ought  not  to  have  produced  them.  I  have 
met  with  instances  of  this,  where  the  pre- 
vious difeafe  was  exceedingly  mild,  and 
where  no  obvious  affection  of  the  parts 
was  perceptible,  and  yet  the  violence  of 
the  diftrefs  in  fuch  a  degree  as  kept  the 
patients  in  a  ftate  of  conftant  mifery. 

Many  of  the  fymptoms  that  I  have  e- 
numerated  are  fuch  as  are  produced  by 
,  1  tumours 
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tumours  about  the  neck  of  the  bladder,  par- 
ticularly by  iwelling  of  the  proftate  gland, 
and  by  a  contracted  ftate  of  the  bladder 
itfelf.  In  fuch  cafes,  the  caufe  of  the  dif- 
eafe  may  often  be  difcovered  by  examina- 
tion with  the  finger  in  ano  ;  but  at  pre- 
lent  we  are  fuppofing  that  no  organic  af- 
fection of  any  kind  can  be  perceived,  an 
occurrence  by  no  means  uncommon,  and 
in  which  I  therefore  conclude  that  the 
fymptoms  proceed  from  a  deranged  ftate 
of  the  nerves,  produced  by  the  previous 
difeafe  in  the  urethra.  I  have  according- 
ly arranged  all  or  them  under  one  general 
head  of  Deranged  Senfations ;  nor  is  there 
caufe,  from  the  nature  of  the  remedies 
that  ufually  prove  molt  fuccefsful,  to  treat 
of  them  feparately,  nearly  the  fame  courfe 
of  treatment  being  found  to  anfwer  in  all 
of  them. 

Before  proceeding  to  mention  the  re- 
medies, I  may  obferve,  that  although  we 
cannot  in  any  cafe  fay  positively  what 
will  accomplifh  a  cure,  I  can  with  cer- 
tainty fay  what  will  not  anfwer.  I  have 
Vol.  I.  Y  already 
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already  remarked,  that  patients  in  this 
fituation  are  apt  to  fufpecl:  that  their  fymp- 
toms  proceed  from  the  previous  difeafe 
having  been  improperly  treated.  This 
leads  them  to  imagine  that  a  latent  poifon 
is  ftill  lurking  in  the  conftitution,  and 
mercury  being  the  only  certain  antidote 
for  the  venereal  poifon,  they  always  infill 
upon  this  being  preicribed.  Some  practi- 
tioners, ftill  fufpe&ing  that  Gonorrhoea 
and  Lues  Venerea  proceed  from  the  fame 
infection,  conflder  it  necefiary  to  prefcribe 
mercury  for  all  the  confequences  of  each 
of  thefe  difeafes,  while  others  are  readily 
prevailed  npon,  by  the  felicitation  of  their 
patients,  to  permit  what  they  may  fiippofe 
it  would  not  be  in  their  power  to  prevent. 
But  from  all  the  experience  which  I  have 
had  of  it,  I  am  clearly  of  opinion  that  in 
this  fituation  no  advantage  is  ever  deri- 
ved from  mercury,  while,  in  a  great  pro- 
portion of  cafes,  it  evidently  does  harm. 
By  relaxing  the  conftitution  it  renders  it 
much  more  irritable  than  it  was  before, 
by  which  it  tends  to  aggravate  ail  fuch 
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fymptoms  as  thofe  that  we  are  now  confU 
dering. 

The  remedies  upon  which  we  chiefly 
depend  are,  blood-letting-,  opiates,  warm 
bathing,  blirrers,.cicuta,  hyofcyamus,  elec- 
tricity, Jefuit's  . bark,  and  cold  bathing. 

When  the  conftitution  is  already  redu- 
ced and  dibilitated,  blood-letting  murt  ne- 
ceffarily  be  inadmiflible  3  but  whenever 
plethora  takes  place,  as  is  fometimes  the 
cafe,  nothing  proves  more  ufeful  than 
blood-letting,  both  general  and  local,  par- 
ticularly the  difcharge  of  blood  from  the 
perineum  and  parts  contiguous  to  the  anus, 
by  the  application  of  leeches.  In  fuch 
circumftances  it  removes. or  leflens  irrita- 
bility with  more  certainty  thamany  other 
remedy.  Even  where  there  has  been 
caufe  to  fufpecl:  a  tendency  to  paralyhs  in 
the  bladder  and  contiguous  parts,  leeches 
applied  near  to  the  feat  of  the  difeafe  have 
proved  .ufeful  ;  nor  need  we  ever  helltate 
to  adviie  them  where  the  patient  is  not 
much  emaciated.  But  the  remedy  which 
.here   proves   moft  univerfally  ufeful  is 

Y  2  opium. 
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opium.  It  not  only  Tooths  and  allays  the 
prefent  diftrefs,  but  when,  by  a  well  judg- 
ed timeous  application,  we  can  for  two 
or  three  weeks  together  prevent  the  ac- 
ceflion  of  pain,  we  in  this  manner  often 
enfure  a  cure.  It  anfwers  the  purpofc 
whether  it  be  given  by  the  mouth  or  in 
clyfters,  but  it  proves  always  moll  effec- 
tual when  given  in  fufficient  dofes  by  the 
anus.  .  - 

The  external  application  of  laudanum, 
and  of  anodyne  balfam.  in  fome  cafes  af- 
fords relief,  particularly  when  conjoined 
with  aether.  In  thofe  deranged  fenfations 
which  fometimes  occur  in  the  perineum 
and  about  the  neck  of  the  bladder,  imme- 
diate relief  is  often  obtained  by  rubbing 
the  parts  affected  with  a  mixture  of  warm 
laudanum  and  aether ;  and  I  have  known 
a  fuppreflion  of  urine  arifing  from  this 
caufe,  relieved  in  the  fame  manner. 

When  opiates  fail,  or  when  they  difa- 
gree  with  the  patient,  the  femicupium 
fometimes  fucceeds.  Warm -fomentations 
applied  to  the  perineum,  and  over  the  loins, 
often  prove  ufeful ;  and  the  iltams  of 

warm 
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warm  vinegar,  conveyed  with  attention 
to  the  parts  affected,  have  likewife  been 
ufed  with  advantage.  The  belt  article 
that  we  can  employ  in  fiich  cafes  for  fo- 
mentations is  a  ftrong  deco&ion  of  the 
heads  of  poppies. 

Blifters,  are  perhaps  the  molt  effectual 
of  all  our  external  applications.  It  is 
chiefly,  however,  where  the  urethra  feems 
to  be  the  feat  of  the  dxfeafe  that  they  prove 
ufeful,  and  alfo  where  the  neck  of  the  blad- 
der is  become  fo  weak  as  to  be  unable  to  re- 
tain the  urine.  In  the  former,  blifters  act 
with  moft  advantage  when  applied  to  the 
perineum,  and  in  the  latter  they  ftiould  be 
applied  to  the  loins.  The  moft  diftrefsful 
fenfations  produced  by  this  caufe,  and 
which  for  many  years  have  obftinately 
refilled  every  other  remedy,  have  in  fome 
inftances  been  removed  by  the  application 
of  a  blifter  to  the  perineum.  In  fome  cafes 
one  proves  fufficient  5  but  in  others  they 
require  to  be  repeated  once  and  again  be- 
fore ail  the  fymptoms  difappear. 

•  Y  3  Upon 
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Upon  the  fame  principle  with  bliflers, 
our  being  able  to  excite  a  return  of  the 
difcharge  after  it  has  flopped,  or  after  it 
has  been  diminifhed  in  quantity,  has  at 
times  been  productive  of  fome  benefit. 
This  may  be  done  by  fomenting  the  penis 
and  perineum,  with  warm  water;  the  ap- 
plication of  warm  poultices'  to  the  perine- 
um, and  by  a  cautious  ufe  of  bougies.  The 
practice  Was'  probably  fuggefted  by  the 
fymptoms  having  in  fome  inftances  been 
removed  by' the  patient  getting  a  frefh  at- 
tack of  Gonorrhoea  from  a  new  infection ; 
different  cafes'  of  which  I  have  met  with- 
in all  fuch  inftances,  if  the  inflammation 
recently  induced  is"  considerable,  the  pre- 
vious fymptoms  are  thereby  either  much 
diminiihed  in  violence,  or  entirely  re- 
moved. This  would  lead  to  the  practice 
of  exciting  air  inflamed  flate  of  the  parts 
in  a  confiderable  degree,  which  bougies 
never  fail  to  do,  if  covered  with  oil  of 
turpentine,  in  which'  a  fmall  quantity  of 
common  relin  is  melted ;  but  as  much 
hrrm  might  be  done  by  carrying  the  prac- 
tice 
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tice  too  far,  it  fhould  in  every  inftance 
be  managed  with  the  greatefl  delicacy 
and  care. 

It  may  be  proper  to  remark,  that  the  in- 
troduction of  ftimulating  bougies  proves 
chiefly  ufeful  where  the  difeafe  is  confin- 
ed to  the  urethra  ;  although,  in  fome  cafes, 
it  has  anfwered  even  where  the  bladder 
and  kidneys  have  been  affected. 

Where  the  urine  pafles  off  involuntari- 
ly, biiflers,  as  I  have  already  obferved, 
anfwer  with  mofl  certainty  when  applied 
to  the  loiris.  This  arifes  perhaps  from 
the  caufe  of  the  difeafe  in  thefe  inflances 
lying  in  the  bladder  itfelf :  but,  where  it 
proceeds,  as  it  may  fometimes  do,  from  a 
tendency  to  paralyfis  in  the  urethra  and 
mufcles  connected  with  it,  biiflers  prove 
mod  ufeful  when  applied  to  the  peri- 
neum. 

Where  the  urine  paHes  off  in  this  man- 
ner, balfam  of  copaiba,  and  other  aflrin- 
gents  are  ufually  given.  They  are  fup- 
pofed  to  a&  chiefly  by  refloring  the  tone 
^f  fuch  parts  as  appear  to  be  relaxed  and 

Y  4  weakened 
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weakened,  and  which  it  is  imagined  they 
muft  do,  from  their  having  a  peculiar  ten- 
dency to  pafs  off  by  the  organs  of  urine. 
In  like  manner  the  internal  ufe  of  canthar- 
ides  is  prefcribed,  from  an  idear.of  this 
fymptom  depending,  in  every  inftance,  on 
a  lofs  of  tone  in  the  parts  affected,  and 
from  our  knowing,  that  in  moft  cafes, 
cantharides  proves  a  powerful  fUmulus 
both  to  the  kidneys  and  bladder. 

All  of  thefe  balfams,  as  well  as  the  com- 
mon turpentines,  which  are  not  effentially 
different,  may  in  all  fuch  cafes  be  ufed 
with  fafety.  In  fome  inftances  they  may 
perhaps  prove  ufeful,  and  I  do  not  ima- 
gine that  they  will  ever  do  harm.  This, 
however,  cannot  be  faid  of  the  internal 
ufe  of  cantharides.  In  large  quantities 
they  act  as  a  poifon  ;  and  even  where  ma- 
naged with  caution,  the  principle  of  the 
practice,  feems  in  fuch  cafes  as  we  are  now 
conhdering,  to  be  doubtful ;  for  as  there 
is  caufe  to  fuppofe  that  the  difeafe  pro- 
ceeds more  frequently  from  too  much  ir- 
ritability about  the  neck  of  the  bladder 

and 
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and  urethra,  than  from  any  deficiency  of 
tone,  there  is  reafon  to  fear,  that  hy  in- 
creafing  the  fenfibility  of  the  parts  af- 
fected, they  would  in  many  inftances  be 
more  apt  to  do  harm  than  good.  It  is 
therefore  proper,  previous  to  the  inter- 
nal exhibition  of  cantharides,to  determine 
with  accuracy  whether  the  difeafe  pro- 
ceeds from  weaknefs  or  morbid  irritabili- 
ty. In  the  one  cafe  they  may  fometimes 
prove-  ufeful;  in  the  other  they  will  be 
apt  to  add  to  the  violence  of  the  difeafe. 

Cicuta  is  frequently  prefcribed  here; 
and  when  given  to  fuch  extent  as  to  act  as 
an  anodyne,  it  may  fometimes  prove  ufeful. 
Upon  the  fame  principle,  hyofcyamus  may 
with  propriety  be  given  ;  but  we  have  no 
reafon  to  fuppofe  that  either  this  medicine 
or  opium  act  in  any  other  manner  than  as 
anodynes,  in  the  cure.  As  no  organic  af- 
fection appears  to  take  place,  they  cannot 
act  by  diffolving  hard  or  enlarged  parts. 
Any  advantage  derived  from  them  will 
therefore  be  nearly  in  proportion  to  the 
anodyne  effects  which  they  produce;  fo 

that 
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that  they  may  prove  ufeful  wherever  opi- 
ates cannot  be  employed. 

Electricity  has  been  known  to  give  tem- 
porary relief  to  fymptoms  of  this  kind  ; 
and;  it  appears  to  anfwer  beft  when  taken 
in  fparks  from  the  parts  chiefly  affected, 
particularly  from  the  perineum,  and  parts 
moft  contiguous  to  the  neck  of  the  blad- 
der. 

It  is  proper,  however,  to  remark,  that 
the  fame  obfervations  are  applicable  in 
ufing  electricity  that  were  made  upon  the 
internal  exhibition  of  cantharides.  Both 
of  thefe  remedies,  as  well  as  blifters  to 
the  loins,  have  been  chiefly  prefcribed, 
where  the  urine  patles  off  involuntarily, 
and  they  are  advifed  upon  the  fuppofition 
of  this  fymptom  proceeding  from  paraly- 
fis  of  the  neck  of  the  bladder.  But  as 
there  is  caufe  to  imagine  that  the  fre- 
quent difcharge  of  urine,  with  which  pa- 
tients in  this  lituation  are  fometimes  di- 
ftrefTed,  proceeds  more  from  irritability 
in  the  neck  of  the  bladder  than  from  real 
weaknefs,  there  is  reafon  to  think  that 
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electricity,  by  increarrng*  the  fenfibility 
of  the  part  affected,  which  in  fome  inftan- 
ces  I  have  known  it  do,  will  rather  tend 
to  aggravate  the  complaint. 

Blifters,  whether  applied  to  the  loins  or 
perineum,  may  prove  ufeful,  not  merely 
by  the  discharge  which  they  excite,  but  by 
the  irritation  which  they  produce  upon 
the  fkin.  We  know  that  pain  and  irrita- 
bility may  often  be  removed  from  one 
part  by  exciting  it  in  others.  Of  this  we 
have  frequent  proofs  in  the  application  of 
blifters  and  other  ftimulants  in  deep-feat- 
ed  pain  in  the  lide,  where  immediate  relief 
is  often  obtained  as  foon  as  the  fkin  be- 
comes warm  and  uneafy,  and  long  before 
any  vefications  are  produced.  Sinapifms 
applied  to  the  feet,  have,  in  fome  inftan- 
ces,  removed  head-ach  when  every  other 
remedy  has  failed.  In  like  manner,  blif- 
ters feem  to  operate  when  applied  to  the 
perineum  for  the  removal  of  thofe  fenfa- 
tions  to  which  patients  in  this  fituation 
are  fometimes  liable.  But  electricity,  as 
well  as  the  internal  ufe  of  cantharides,  by 
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tending  to  irritate  the  very  parts  in  which 
the  difeafe  is  feated,  feem  often  to  in- 
creafe  the  violence  of  the  fymptom  they 
were  meant  to  remove. 

Perfeverance  in  the  ufe  of  one  or  other 
of  thefe  remedies  feldom  fails  to  leflen  or 
even  entirely  to  remove  the  difirefs ;  but 
the  fymptoms  being  apt  to  recur,  even 
after  the  patient  confiders  himfelf  as  well, 
it  becomes  an  important  object  both  to 
the  patient  and  practitioner  that  this 
mould  be  prevented.  With  this  view,  we 
advife  a  liberal  ufe  of  Peruvian  bark  and 
cold  bathing.  A  free  exhibition  of  bark 
mould  be  prefcribed,  as  foon  as  the  pain 
and  other  fymptoms  begin  to  diminifh, 
together  with  fea-bathing  whenever  it  can 
be  got.  Where  the  patient  does  not  live 
contiguous  to  the  fea,  cold  water  mould 
be  applied  locally,  both  to  the  perineum 
and  loins.  Some  advantage  is  derived 
from  the  parts  being  merely  bathed  in 
cold  water,  but  it  proves  more  effectual 
when  forcibly  darned  upon  them. 

Am 
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An  involuntary  difcharge  of  urine  which 
I  have  already  had  occafion  to  fpeak  of, 
proves  always  troublefome;  but  the  di- 
ftrefs  ariling  from  this  is  trifling  when 
compared  with  that  which  proceeds  from 
the  patient  not  being  able  to  expel  it. 
Even  without  inflammation,  and  where  no 
caufe  of  obstruction  can  be  difcovered  in 
the  urethra,  a  patient  will  fometimes  find 
it  impoflible  to  pafs  a  Angle  drop.  This, 
we  no  doubt  often  meet  with  from  other 
caufes ;  but  it  is  alfo  occasionally  the  ef- 
fect of  that  irritability  which  Gonorrhoea 
fometimes  excites  over  the  whole  organs' 
of  urine  and  generation. 

In  plethoric  patients,  copious  blood-let- 
ting fliould  be  advifed.  We  fometimes 
excite  an  immediate  flow  of  urine  by  the 
operation  of  a  brifk  purgative,  particu- 
larly by  that  of  a  stimulating  injection. 
Warm  fomentations  applied  to  the  abdo- 
men, over  the  perineum,  fometimes  prove 
iiiccefsful ;  but  our  molt  effectual  reme- 
dies are  opiates  and  warm  bathing.  The 
whole  body  fliould  be  immerfed  in  water, 

heated 
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heated  to  the  95  th  or  96th  .  degree  of  Fa- 
renheit's  fcale,  and  kept  in  it  for  the  fpace 
of  twenty  minutes  at  leaft,  and  if  imme- 
diately thereafter  an  opiate  glyfter  is  gi- 
ven, relief  will  commonly  be  obtained; 
but  when  this  does  not  foon  happen,  par- 
ticularly when  the  bladder  is  much  di- 
flended,  the  water  mould  without  farther 
delay  be  drawn  off  with  a  catheter.  In 
this  fttuation  no  time  mould  be  loft.  B;y 
delays  we  not  only  add  to  the  temporary 
diftrefs  of  the  patient,  but  to  the  difficulty 
of  paffing  the  catheter,  as  well  as  to  the 
real  danger  with  which  a  total  fuppreflian 
of  urine  is  at  all  times  accompanied,  from 
whatever  caufe  it  may  arife. 

In  fome  cafes  the  introduction  of  a  bou- 
gie will  anfwer  the  purpofe ;  and  as  this 
gives  lefs  pain  and  irritation  than  a  ca- 
theter, it.  mould  in  the  firft  inftance  al- 
ways be  preferred.  .  One  of  ,  the  largeft 
that  will  eafily  pa fs  mould  be  employed  > 
and,  after  allowing  it  to  remain  in  the 
bladder  for  a  few  minutes,  the  patient 
fhould  endeavour  to  pafs  water  inftantly 
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on  the  bougie  being  withdrawn.  This 
fhould  not  be  done  with  much  force  and 
prefture,  otherwife  the  neck  of  the  bladder 
and  urethra  are  apt  to  contract  inftantly 
on  the  bougie  being  taken  out ;  while  the 
whole  will  pafs  completely  off  if  it  can 
be  made  to  flow  eanly  at  firft,  along  with 
the  bougie. 

When  this  our  intention  of  employing 
bougies  is  fruitrated,  we  are  under  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  employing  the  catheter;  and, 
as  it  is  of  much  importance,  in  all  fuch 
cafes,  to  prevent  irritation  as  far  as  it  can 
poffibly  be  done,  catheters  of  refina  elaf- 
tica  mould  be  employed,  inftead  of  the 
common  inftrument  of  filver.  It  not  only 
paffes  more  eafily,  but  when  difficult  to 
introduce,  it  may,  in  fome  inftances,  be 
proper  to  leave  it  for  a  day  or  two  in  the 
bladder,  which  can  never,  with  propriety, 
be  done  with  catheters  of  filver. 

The  practice  of  leaving  catheters  in  the 
bladder  is  fpoken  of  by  fome  with  much 
eafe,  and  they  advife  it  wherever  any  per- 
manent ftoppage  occurs  to  the  urine  j  but 
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I  have  in  different  inftances  feen  fo  much 
mifchief  produced  by  it,  that  it  is  a  mea- 
fure  I  never  advife  but  where  much  pain 
and  difficulty  is  experienced  on  the  intro- 
duction of  a  catheter.  In  moft  inftances, 
more  pain  is  produced  by  allowing  the 
inftrument  to  remain  in  the  bladder  than 
ever  occurs  from  its  being  frequently 
paiTed.  B elides  the  irritation  which  even 
the  fmootheft  and  fofteft  inftruments  of 
this  kind  excite,  they  are  apt  to  prove 
hurtful  Joy  incruftations  of  calculous  mat- 
ter forming  upon  them,  in  confequence  of 
depofitions  from  the  urine.  The  urine  of 
few  people  is  fo  free  of  this  kind  of  mat- 
ter as  to  prevent  a  catheter,  inferted  into 
the  bladder,  from  becoming  rough  with 
it  in  a  very  fhort  fpace  of  time.  This 
practice,  therefore,  fhould  never  be  adopt- 
ed but  from  real  neceffity  ;  and  in  every 
inltance  where  this  mail  happen,  a  prefe- 
rence, as  I  have  already  obferved,  mould 
be  given  to  catheters  of  refma  elaftica. 
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SECTION  VI. 

Of  Swellings  of  the  Tejlicles. 

A Swelling  of  one  of  the  Teltes  is  a 
frequent  occurrence  in  Gonorrhoea. 
From  the  refemblance  which  in  fome  cir- 
cumftances  it  bears  to  a  hernia,  and  from 
its  being  fuppofed  to  proceed  from  the 
running  or  humour  in  Gonorrhoea  falling 
down  upon  the  teltes,  it  is  ufually  termed 
a  Hernia  Humoralis. 

In  fome  inftances  both  tefticles  fwell. 
They  feldom,  however,  fwell  both  at  once  ; 
but  the  fwelling,  on  leaving  one  tefticle, 
is  very  apt  to  go  to  the  other  5  and  when 
both  have  in  this  manner  been  an°ec~ted, 
they  fometimes  fwell  alternately  for  a 
considerable  time  together.  I  have  known 
this  happen  for  the  fpace  of  a  year  and 
upwards,  where  the  patient,  during  the 
Vol.  I.  Z  whole 
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whole  period,  was  never  completely  free 
of  the  difeafe. 

When  the  fwelling  has  been  of  long  du- 
ration,  the  pain  becomes  inconfiderable ; 
but  at  firft  it  is  always  fevere.  The  firft 
warning  which  a  patient  receives  of  it,  is 
a  very  painful  fenfation  in  one  of  the 
teftes,  ftriking  along  the  fpermatic  cord, 
up  to  the  middle  of  his  back.  On  examin- 
ing the  teftis  he  finds  it  fwelled,  and  fo 
tender  that  he  can  fcarcely  bear  it  to  be 
touched.  He  feels  himfelf  hot,  and  a  ge- 
neral uneafinefs  prevails  over  his  whole 
frame ;  particularly  over  his  thighs  and 
abdomen.  Neither  can  he  move  with- 
out increafing  the  violence  of  every  fymp- 
tom. 

At  firft  the  fwelling  is  confined  to  the 
epididymis  ;  the  back  part  of  the  tefticle 
feels  hard  and  enlarged  ;  but  in  a  very 
fhort  fpace  of  time,  often  in  the  courfe  of 
an  hour,  the  whole  body  of  the  tefticle 
becomes  fwelled.  In  this  ftate  of  the  dif- 
eafe a  difference  is  ftill  perceptible  be- 
tween the  teflis  itfelf  and  the  epididymis. 

The 
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The  latter  is  hard,,  and  fomewhat  une- 
qually fo;  being,  for  the  moll  part,  hard- 
eft  and  moft  prominent  at  the  bottom  : 
whereas  a  foft,  uniform  fwelling  prevails 
over  all  the  anterior  part  of  the  tefticle. 

In  the  progrefs  of  the  difeafe,  indeed, 
even  the  teftis  itfelf  becomes  hard,  and  if 
the  means  employed  for  preventing  it  do 
not  prove  fuccefsful,  the  fwelling  of  the 
epididymis  and  teftis  together,  come  to 
form  a  tumour  of  great  magnitude,  ac- 
companied with  a  red,  inflammatory  ap- 
pearance  of  the  fcrotum. 

In  this  ftate  of  the  difeafe,  the  pain  is 
often  intenfe,  and  accompanied  with  a  very 
diftrefsful  rotatory  motion  of  the  teftis. 
The  fkin  is  dry  and  parched  ;  the  tongue 
foul ;  thirft  prevails ;  and  the  pulfe  is  full, 
and  quick.  In  ftiort,  every  fymptom  takes 
place  which  ufually  attends  a  high  degree 
of  local  inflammation. 

There  is  no  period  of  Gonorrhoea  in 
which  this  affection  of  the  teftis  does  not 
occasionally  fupervene.  It  occurs  in  all 
ftages  of  the .  difeafe  \  even  towards  the 
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end  of  it,  when  both  the  patient  and  fur- 
geon  are  apt  to  confider  the  cure  as  near- 
ly complete  :  and  in  fome  we  find  it  take 
place  where  no  caufe  can  be  afligned  for 
it ;  where  neither  the  degree  of  the  pre- 
vious inflammation,  nor  the  mode  of  life 
of  the  patient,  were  fiich  as  could  in  any 
fatisfaclory  manner  account  for  it. 

It  is  proper,  however,  to  remark,  that 
Iwellings  of  the  teftis  which  take  place  in 
this  manner,  feem,  for  the  moft  part,  to 
be  of  a  very  different  nature  from  thofe 
which  occur  during  the  virulent  ftate  of 
the  difeafe,  and  while  the  inflammation  in 
the  urethra  is  confiderable.  The  latter 
appear  to  be  purely  inflammatory.  The 
difeafe  proceeds  more  llowly  to  its  height 
or  acm£.  It  remains  more  permanently 
at  the  lize  to  which  it  arrives,  and  it  dif- 
appears  more  flowly  than  the  others;  which 
come  to  their  utmbft  height,  in  fome  in- 
ilances,  in  an  hour  or  two  from  the  firft 
approach  of  the  fwelling,  and  again  dif- 
fippear  with  equal  rapidity.  Thefe  I  con- 
ceive to  be  partly  inflammatory,  and  that 
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in  part  they  proc,eed  from  that  kind  of 
fympathy  which  evidently  fubfifts  between 
the  penis  and  teftis,  and  which  renders 
the  one  very  apt  to  fuffer  from  any  difeafe 
with  which  the  other  may  be  affedted. — 
And,  that  fympathy  has  much  influence 
in  exciting  it  is  obvious,  from  the  fwell- 
ing  being  apt  to  leave  one  teftis,  as  I  have 
already  obferved,  and  to  fix,  perhaps  in- 
ftantly,  upon  the  other. 

As  it  is  obferved  that  the  difcharge  in 
Gonorrhoea  is  apt  to  flop  on  the  firft  ap- 
pearance of  a.  fwelled  tefticle,  this  gave 
rife  to  the  idea  of  the  difeafe  in  the  teftis 
being  produced  by  the  matter  falling  down 
upon  it  from  the  urethra.  It  is  now  well 
known,  however,  that  no  communication 
fubfifts  between  the  urethra  and  teftes,  by 
which  matter  can  pafs  from  the  one  to 
|he  other  ;  nor  does  the  appearance  which 
a  fwelled  tefticle  affords  give  reafon  to 
imagine  that  it  proceeds  from  this  caufe. 
lnftead  of  being  foft  and  comprefTible, 
which  it  necefiarily  would  be  were  it 
produced  by  matter,  it  becomes  daily 
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harder,  till  it  arrives  at  a  certain  magni- 
tude, when  it  gradually  becomes  fofter 
again,  but  without  any  fluctuation  of  mat- 
ter being  perceived  in  it. 

There  is  feafon  to  think,  that  in  mod 
mftances  the  tefticles  fwell  by  the  in^ 
ftammation  fpreadmg  from  the  urethra 
along  the  vafa  deferentia.  This  has  been 
doubted  by  fome,  but  without  any  good 
reafon  being  afligned  for  it,  nor  has  any 
Other  mode  of  accounting  for  it  been  fug- 
gefted.  We  fee  that  by  the  vafa  deferen- 
tia a  direct  communication  takes  place  be- 
tween the  urethra  and  teftes,  and  the  firft 
appearance  of  a  fwelled  tefticle  commen- 
ces-in  the  epididymis,  formed  as  it  were 
by  the  termination  of  this  very  line  of 
communication.  In  a  great  proportion 
of  cafes  too,  the  patient  is  fenfible  of  a 
pain  ftretehing  from  the  fwelled  tefticle 
along  the  groin,  which  we  know  to  be 
the  direct  courfe  of  the  vas  deferens. 

A  variety  of  other  caufes  might  be  men- 
tioned, which  tend  to  excite  inflammation 
'in  the  teftes  in  a  fimilar  manner  with  .Go- 
norrhoea : 
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tiorrhoea  :  among  thefe  are,  the  irritation 
produced  by  a  ftone  in  the  neck  of  the 
bladder ;  the  irritation  excited  by  the  in- 
troduction of  a  catheter  or  bougie ;  and 
the  inflammation  which  takes  place  in 
thefe  parts  after  the  operation  of  lithoto- 
my. A  fwelling  of  one  or  both  of  the 
teftes  is  not  an  unfrequent  occurrence 
from  all  of  thefe  caufes ;  particularly  from  ' 
the  latter,  as  well  as  from  the  ufe  of  bou- 
gies  when  not  properly  introduced ;  and 
we  fee  no  manner  in  which  it  can  be  fo 
readily  produced  as  by  the  irritation  ex- 
cited about  the  neck  of  the  bladder  being 
carried  along  the  vafa  deferentia. 

The  confequences  of  fwelling  of  the 
teftes,  which  we  have  moft  to  dread  are,  a 
hardened  ftate  of  the  parts,  chiefly  of  the 
epididymis  ;  which,  even  when  one,  but 
more  certainly  when  both  teftes  are  fwel- 
led,  is  apt  to  be  followed  by  impotency  ; 
and  a  morbid  irritability,  which  is-  fome- 
times  fo  great  as  to  prevent  the  patient  for 
a  considerable  time  from  ufing  exercife, 
and  from  following  the  ordinary  occupa- 
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tions  of  life,  without  hazarding'  a  return 
of  the  fwelling  of  the  teftes.  Suppuration 
in  the  body  of  the  teftes,  from  the  in- 
flammation induced  by  Gonorrhoea,  is 
hardly  an  object  of  regard,  for  it  does 
not  take  place  in  one  of  five  hundred 
cafes. 

But  the  two  circumftances  I  have  men- 
tioned of  a  permanent  hardnefs  in  the 
epididymis,  and  that  diftrefsful  irritable 
ft  ate  of  the  teftis  itfelf,  which  are  apt  to 
fucceed  to  this  difeafe,  are  objects  of  the 
flrft  importance,  and  require  an  imme- 
diate application  of  every  remedy  that  can 
probably  tend  to  prevent  them.  Scarcely 
any  occurrence  can  prove  more  diftrefs- 
ful or  inconvenient  than  fwellings  of  the 
teftis;  and  an  enlarged  ftate  of  the  epidi- 
dymis, when  it  takes  place  in  both  teftes, 
and  in  any  confiderable  degree,  has,  in 
many  inftances,  as  I  have  already  obfer- 
ved,  the  effect  of  inducing;  impotency. 
To  a*certain  degree,  a  fwelling  of  the  epi- 
didymis often  continues  for  a  great  length 
of  time  ;  in  fome  inftances,  during  the  life 
of  the  patient,  without  any  bad  confe- 
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quence  taking  place,  particularly  when 
one  tefticle  only  is  difeafed.  But  I  have 
known  fo  many  inftances  of  the  contrary, 
and  of  fuch  diftrefsful  effects  taking  place 
from  it,  as  makes  me  with  confidence  fay, 
that  nothing  mould  be  omitted  that  might 
probably  tend  to  prevent  or  remove  it. 

As  we  find  that  all  the  fymptoms  of  this 
difeafe,  as  well  as  the  confequences  which 
enfue  from  it,  are  ufually  fevere  in  pro- 
portion to  the  degree  of  inflammation 
which  takes  place,  it  mould  in  every  in- 
ftance  be  our  view,  to  prevent  it.  This 
is  moll  effectually  done  by  blood-letting  ; 
a  moderate  ufe  of  laxatives ;  opiates  ;  the 
application  of  anodynes  and  aftringents 
to  the  parts  affected ;  preferving  the  body 
in  a  proper  pofture,  and  fufpending  the 
tefticle. 

Of  all  thefe  remedies  blood-letting  is 
the  moft  effectual  and  certain,  particular- 
ly local  blood-letting  with  leeches.  In  ple- 
thoric patients,  or  where  the  fwelling  ar- 
rives at  any  considerable  bulk,  blood  mould 
&e  taken  from  the  arm  in  fuch  quantities 

as 
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as  the  ftrength  will  permit,  while,  at  the 
fame  time,  a  number  of  leeches  mould  be 
applied  over  the  fcrotum.  But  in  weakly 
people,  particularly  where  none  of  the 
fymptoms  are  violent,  the  abftraclion  of 
blood  with  leeches  alone  will  commonly 
prove  fufficient. 

The  fir  ft  application  of  leeches  to  a 
fwelled  tefticle  excites  a  good  deal  of  un- 
eafinefs.  They  increafe  the  irritability  of 
the  parts,  and  an  increafe  of  the  tumour 
feems  to  be  induced  by  them  ;  but  the 
difcharge  has  feldom  continued  for  the 
fpace  of  an  hour  or  two  till  the  pain  a- 
bates ;  the  tenfion,  which  before  was  con- 
fiderable,'  becomes  much  lefs  diftrefsful; 
the  fwelling  even  appears  to  lefTen  in  bulk, 
and  in  the  courfe  of  the  following  day 
the  patient  can  allow  the  parts  which  he 
could  not  previoully  bear  to  be  touched, 
to  be  handled  with  freedom. 

For  the  moft  part  one  application  of 
leeches,  if  a  proper  number  has  beenufed, 
proves  fufficient;  but  when  any  of  the 
fymptoms  ft  ill  continue  fevere,  particu- 
larly 
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larly  when  the  fwelling  does  not  diminifh, 
when  the  pain  does  not  leflen,  and  the  fe- 
brile fymptoms  do  not  abate,  it  becomes 
in  fome  cafes  neceffary  to  repeat  the  ap- 
plication once  and  again.  I  think  it 
here  proper  to  remark,  that  we  mould 
never  heiitate  in  this  fituation  to  take 
blood  with  freedom.  A  conftitution 
muft  be  delicate  indeed  that  will  be  in- 
jured even  with  feveral  applications  of 
leeches ;  and  I  am  convinced  that  in  eve- 
ry inftance  very  important  advantages 
may  be  derived  from  a  proper  and  time- 
ous  ufe  of  them. 

Abftraclion  of  blood  by  means  of  leech- 
es is  not  only  ufeful  in  mortening  the 
duration  of  the  inflammatory  fymptoms; 
but,  in  confequence  of  this,  it  ferves  to 
prevent  two  very  diftrefsful  confequences 
which  fwelling  of  the  teftes  is  very  apt 
to  induce ;  that  fwelled,  indurated  ftate 
of  the  epididymis  which  I  have  men- 
tioned, and  the  molt  frequent  variety  of 
hydrocele,  formed  by  ferum  collected  in 
the  tunica  vaginalis.    I  have  already  had 
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occafion  to  remark,  that  a  permanent 
iwelling  of  the  epididymis  is  a  very  fre- 
quent effect  of  an  inflamed  tefticle,  and 
I  have  met  with  feveral  well-marked  in- 
ftances  of  hydrocele  proceeding  from  the 
fame  caufe.  That  blood-letting  in  any 
way,  whether  general  or  local,  will  at  all 
times  prevent  the  acceffion  of  thefe  fymp- 
toras  I  will  not  pretend  to  affert  ;  but, 
from  the  refult  of  much  obfervation,  I  am 
convinced  that  it  anfwers  this  purpofe. 
with  more  certainty  than  any  other  reme- 
dy that  has  yet  been  employed. 

In  many  fituations  leeches  cannot  be 
procured :  In  this  cafe  fmali  punctures 
mould  be  made  on  different  parts  of  the 
fwelling  with  the  point  of  a  lancet ;  and 
if  the  fcrotum  be  previoufly  immerfed  in 
warm  water,  nearly  the  fame  quantity  of 
blood  may  be  obtained  from  them  as  from 
the  fame  number  of  leeches. 

As  fwelling  of  the  tefticle  in  Gonor- 
rhoea feems  in  every  inltance  as  I  have  -al- 
ready obferved,  to  proceed  from  irritation 
in  the  urethra,  it  is  an  object  of  the  firft 
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importance  to  remove  every  caufe  that 
can  tend  to  irritate  either  the  urethra  or 
Contiguous  parts.  Hence,  where  coftive- 
nefs  prevails,  gentle  laxatives  prove  ufe- 
ful.  I  have  known  fwellings  of  the  teftes 
in  different  inflances  induced  by  harden- 
ed foeces  in  the  rectum  ;  and  nothing  tends 
more  certainly  than  this  to  keep  up  the 
difeafe,  by  whatever  caufe  it  may  at  nrft 
have  been  produced.  But  although  cof- 
tivenefs  is  to  be  guarded  againft,  we  are, 
for  a  fimilar  reafon,  to  fhun  the  oppofite 
extreme.  Strong  purgatives  always  excite 
much  irritation  in  the  rectum,  and  are 
therefore  to  be  carefully  avoided  in  Go- 
norrhoea. It  mud  confilt  with  the  know- 
ledge of  every  practitioner  that  draftic  pur- 
gatives always  do  harm.  Where  the  bow- 
els are  moderately  open,  no  medicines  for 
this  purpofe  are  required ;  otherwife,  caf- 
toroil,  flowers  of  fulphur,  cream  of  tartar, 
or  any  other  gentle  laxative,  mould  be  em- 
ployed. Even  thefe  mould  be  given  in  fmall 
dofes,  repeated  at  proper  intervals,  rather 
than  to  incur  the  rilk  of  exciting  irritation 

in 
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in  the  re&um  by  giving  them  in .  large 
quantities  at  once. 

With  a  view  to  leflen  and  remove  the 
irritation  and  pain  in  the  tumour  with  as 
much  certainty  and  expedition  as  poflible, 
opiates  mould  be  prefcribed  immediately 
on  the  pain  becoming  fevere.  When  this 
can  be  avoided  till  one  or  more  eafy  Itools 
are  procured  they  prove  moll  ufeful ;  but 
when  much  irritation  prevails  no  regard 
mould  be  paid  to  this.  As  the  ficknefs 
and  general  unealinefs  often  arifing  from 
a  fwelled  teftis  are  evidently  the  effect  of 
irritation,  nothing  proves  lb  effectual  in 
removing  thefe  fymptoms  as  adequate 
dofes  of  opiates ;  and  at  the  fame  time  that 
they  remove  this  diftrefs  of  the  fyftem 
by  lelfening  the  pain,  they  alfo  tend  to 
carry  off  the  fwelling  of  the  teftis.  From 
an  idea  that  opiates  tend  to  increafe  the 
heat  and  other  fymptoms  of  fever,  many 
practitioners  are  afraid  of  ufmg  them 
wherever  fever  takes  place ;  but  much 
experience  of  their  influence  enables  me 
io  fay  that  they  may  be  employed  both 

with 
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with  fafety  and  advantage  in  every  ftage 
of  fwelled  teftis  where  the  degree  of  pain 
is  confiderable. 

This  is  fo  remarkably  the  cafe  indeed, 
that  I  have  known  inftances  of  the  hernia 
humoralis,  as  it  is  termed,  being  cured  by 
opiates  alone,  which  did  not  yield  to  the 
ufual  remedies.  In  whatever  manner  Go- 
norrhcea  may  act  in  exciting  fwelling  of 
the  teitis,  the  tumour,  when  once  pro- 
duced, excites  fo  much  irritation,  that,  till 
this  is  lefTened,  the  fwelling  for  the  moft 
part  continues  obftinate.  Next  to  blood- 
letting, therefore,  opiates  prove  often  our 
moft  effectual  remedy. 

While  the  internal  exhibition  of  opiates 
thus  proves  ufeful,  advantage  is  often  de- 
rived from  applying  them  to  the  fwelling 
itfelf.  This  may  be  done,  either  by  the 
application  of  foft  pledgits,  foaked  in  lau- 
danum, or  anodyne  balfam;  or  by  poul- 
tices made  with  a  ftrong  decoction  of 
poppy  heads  and  crumb  of  bread. 

All  the  faturnine  applications  prove  ufe- 
ful here.    When  Goulard's  extract,  as  it 
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is  termed,  is  employed,  or  what  is  nearly 
the  fame,  acetum  lythargyrites,  it  ought  to 
be  in  greater  quantities  than  are  ufed  in 
other  parts  of  the  body  ;  for  the  teftes  be- 
ing protected  by  different  coverings,  re- 
medies of  this  kind,  and  of  the  ordinary 
flrength,  do  not  readily  affecl  them* 
When  faccharum  faturni  is  employed,  as 
it  does  not  in  large  quantities  dilfolve  in 
water  if  vinegar  be  not  added,  and  as 
vinegar  proves  an  ufeful  application  e- 
ven  by  itfelf,  the  two  remedies  ihould  for 
this  realbn  be  combined. 

The  fleams  of  warm  vinegar  alfo  act.  as 
an  ufeful  difcutient.  They  are  with  mofl 
convenience  applied,  by  fufpending  the 
tefles  over  a  veffel  in  which  boiling  vine- 
gar is  contained ;  or  the  fwelling  may  be 
fomented  from  time  to  time  with  flannel 
immerfed  in  warm  vinegar,  and  fo  ftrong- 
ly  wrung,  that  nothing  but  fleam  remains 
upon  it.  Vinegar,  in  every  form,  ads 
with  much  advantage  in  this  difeafe,  and 
this  gives  a  pleafant  variety  in  the  way  of 
applying  it. 

Whatever 
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Whatever  remedy  is  employed  the  bo- 
dy mould  be  kept  as  much  as  pollible  in 
a  horizontal  poflure,  at  the  fame  time  that 
the  fcrotum  mould  be  properly  fufpended. 
We  find  by  experience  that  no  remedy 
will  acl:  with  certainty  while  the  patient 
continues  to  walk  about  3  while  a  hori- 
zontal poflure  of  itfelf  will  often  have  a 
conliderable  effect.  In  fufpending  the 
fcrotum,  care  mould  be  taken  to  do  it  in 
fuch  a  manner  that  the  teflicle  is  com- 
pletely fupported,  without  being  compref- 
fed.  Prefliire,  even  in  a  flight  degree,  al- 
ways does  harm,  and  ought  to  be  avoided. 

We  have  already  had  occafion  to  ob- 
ferve,  that  in  Gonorrhoea  a  floppage  of 
the  difcharge  often  takes  place  on  the  firfl 
approach  of  a  fwelled  teflis.  This  leads 
to  the  idea  of  fome  advantage  being  to  be 
derived  from  our  exciting  a  recurrence 
of  the  difcharge;  and  there  is  not  a 
doubt  of  its  proving  in  fome  inflances 
ufeful.  The  difcharge  from  the  urethra 
not  only  lefTens  the  inflammation  in  the 
part  from  whence  it  proceeds,  but  it  has 
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alfo  an  influence  on  the  tumour  of  the  te- 
ftis*  As  it  is  now  unlverfally  admitted 
that  a  return  of  the  running  does  not  acl 
by  drawing  matter  directly  from  the  te- 
ftis,  fome  have  fufpecled  that  it  can  never 
prove  ufcful.  But  why  may  not  a  dif- 
charge  excited  in  the  urethra  act  in  a  fi- 
milar  manner  in  removing  an  inflamma- 
tion of  the  teftis,  that  we  know  from 
daily  experience  happens  with  fetons  and 
other  iftues  in  the  treatment  of  local  in- 
flammation of  other  parts  ?  Tile  fact  in- 
deed, is,  that  a  plentiful  return  of  the 
difcharge  very  commonly  relieves  ail  the  * 
fymptoms  of  this  difeafe. 

For  the  purpofe  of  exciting  a  return  of 
the  running,  bougies  prove  mo  ft  effectual ; 
but  in  affections  of  the  teftes  they  require 
to  be  managed  with  a  delicacy  not  ufuaily 
obferved  in  this  branch  of  practice  :  for  if 
more  pain  or  irritation  is  produced  than 
is  necefTary  for  the  purpofe,  inftead  of  act- 
ing as  a  remedy,  they  neceflarily  aggra- 
vate every  fymptom.  In  common  prac- 
tice, I  think  it  better  to  truft  to  the  fre- 
quent 
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quent  application  of  warm  emollients  5 

fuch  as  the  immeriion  of  the  penis  in  warm 
milk,  or  in  decocfions  of  althea  or  lint- 
feed  5  applying  warm  poultices  over  the 
penis,  and  injecting  warm  oil  or  milk  into 
the  urethra. 

From  the  inftantaneous  manner  in  which 
fwelling  of  the  teftes  fometimes  fucceed 
to  a  ftoppage  of  the  difcharge  in  Gonor- 
rhoea, and  from  their  appearing,  we  are 
•told,  in  fome  inftances,  even  to  precede 
this  ftoppage  of  the  running,  fome  have 
doubted  whether  they  are  to  be  considered 
as  the  caufe  or  effed*.    That  the  teftes 
may  firft  inflame,  and  the  running  after- 
ward ftop,  cannot  be  doubted.    But  al- 
though this  may  happen  in  a  few  inftan- 
•ces,  the  very  reverfe  is  what  we  common- 
ly meet  with,  infomuch  that  patients  who 
have  once  been  affeded  with  fwellings  of 
the  teftes,  are  very  apt  to  experience  a  re- 
turn of  the  difeafe  in  every  Gonorrhoea  to 
which  they  are  in  future  liable,  folely  from 
the  running  being  carried  off  in  the  ufual 

A  a  2  way. 
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way.  I  am  acquainted  with  fome,  who, 
for  this  reafon  dare  not  ufe  even  the  mild- 
eft  aftringent  injection;  otherwife  they 
are  fure  to  have  fwelling  of  the  teftis  in- 
duced ;  while,  in  others,  it  fwells  at  the 
termination  of  the  running,  whether  injec- 
tions have  been  ufed  or  not.  In  the  courfe 
of  my  obfervation,  therefore,  no  caufe  of 
doubt  upon  this  fubject-  has  ever  occur- 
red. 

By  a  proper  application  of  the  remedies, 
that,  have  been  mentioned,  fwellings  of 
the  teftes  are  for  the  moll  part  foon  re- 
lieved, and  at  laft  are  carried  off  entirely, 
excepting  that  permanent  hardnefs  to 
which  the  epididymis,  as  we  have  feen, 
is  more  efpeciaily  liable.  But  although 
this  is  the  common  event  of  the  difeafe, 
yet  inftances  are  not  wanting,  moft  fre- 
quently indeed  from  the  patient's  mifcon- 
dud,  of  the  whole  body  of  the  teftis  re- 
maining fwelled,  and  refilling  obftinately 
all  thofe  remedies  that  ufiially  anfwer. 
If  in  this  fituation,  fome  application  be 
not  employed  by  which  the  fize  of  the  tu- 
mour 
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mour  is  foon  diminimed,  and  if  it  be  al- 
lowed to  remain  ltationary  for  any  length 
of  time,  it  is  very  apt  to  continue  enlar- 
ged, and  fometimes  of  a  fchirrous  hard- 
nefs  during  the  life  of  the  patient.  I  may 
alfo  remark,  that  it  is  this  ftate  of  the 
difeafe  which  is  molt  apt  to  terminate  in 
hydrocele,  an  effuhon  of  ferum'  into  the 
tunica  vaginalis  teftis  ;  a  fymptom  with 
which  in  fome  inftances  it  is  accompa- 
\  nied. 

In  this  fituation  mercury  is  commonly 
employed;  and,  in  fome  inftances, .  when 
given  flowly,  as  an  alterative,  I  have  feen 
it  prove  ufeful  5  but  it  is  doubtful  whe- 
ther a  full  courfe  of  mercury  fliould  ever 
be  advifed  or  not,  for  when  it  does  not 
carry  off  the  fwelling,  which  feldom  hap- 
pens, It  is  apt  to  increafe  it,  and  to  induce 
pain  and  irritation  in  the  tumour  when 
none  exifted  in  it  before.  Whenever  mer- 
cury, therefore,  is  advifed,  it  mould  be  in 
fuch  quantities  as  cannot  tend  to  quicken 
the  circulation  or  excite  fever.  A  decoc- 
tion of  mezereon  has  in  fome "  inftances 
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been  given  with  advantage  along  with 
mercury  *. 

It  is  in  this  ftate  of  a  fwelled  teftis, 
where  the  tumour  does  not  yield,  but  re- 
mains nearly  of  the  fame  fize  after  the  in- 
flammation by  which  it  was  induced  is 
gone,  that  emetics  are  moft  likely  to  prove 
ufeful.    They  have  been  ufed,  I  know,  in 
all  periods  of  the  difeafe  ;  but  it  is  chiefly 
in  the  lituation  that  we  are  now  coniider- 
ing  that  I  have  feen  them  act  with  adiran* 
tage.    A  fmart  emetic,  carried  a  proper 
length,  will  fometimes,  in  the  fpace  of  an 
hour  or  two,  lcflen  the  bulk  of  a  tumour 
which  for  feveral  weeks  had  obftinately 
refifted  every  other  remedy.    In  fome 
cafes  one  emetic  proves  fufhcient,  while, 
in  others,  the  remedy  muft  be  repeated 
once  and  again.    Mercurials  were  for- 
merly ufed  for  this  purpofe.    This  was 
done  from  the  difeafe  being  considered  as 
a  fymptom  of  Lues  Venerea,  and  for  which 
mercury  was  known  to  be  the  only  anti- 
dote.   But  we  now  know  that  tumours  of 
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the  teftes,  which  take  place  merely  from 
Gonorrhoea,  never  partake  of  the  Vener- 
eal Virus  1  and  accordingly  emetics,  of 
whatever  nature  they  may  be,  prove  equal- 
ly ufeful  here  with  mercurials,  provided 
the  fhock  which  they  give  to  the  fyfiem 
is  equally  confiderable. 

Electricity  has  by  fome  been  recom- 
mended in  fwellings  of  the  teftes ;  but 
from  any  trials  that  as  yet  I  have  made 
with  it,  I  cannot  venture  to  advife  it  as  a 
general  remedy  in  this  difeafe  fo  ftrongly 
as  others  have  done  :  If  farther  experience 
however  of  its  effects  mail  place  it  in  a 
more  favourable  point  of  view,  I  mall  not 
fail  in  fome  other  edition  to  acknowledge 
It.  Eledricity  has  certainly  in  fome  in- 
(lances  acted  as  a  difcutient  in  the  remo- 
val of  tumours  in  other  parts  of  the  body, 
and  from  fome  experiments  I  conceive  that 
it  proves  chiefly  ufeful  by  tending  to  pro- 
mote abforption;  but  in  all  of  thefe  cafes 
it  was  frequently  applied,  and  in  a  more 
powerful  manner  than  can  commonly  be 
done  to  the  teftes,  which  are  fo  tender  and 
A  a  4  irritable 
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irritable  that  few  can  bear  it  applied  to 
them  in  any  confiderble  degree,  or  for 
fuch '  a  length  of  time  as  might  enfure 
fuccefs. 

I  have  fometimes,  in  this  ftate  of  a  fwel- 
led  teflicle,  applied  a  blifler  over  the 
whole  fcrotum  with  advantage.  It  would 
not  be  fafe  to  apply  blifters  while  the 
fcrotum  continues  much   inflamed ;  but 
when  the  external  inflammation  and  ten- 
fion  fubfide,  they  may  be  advifed  with 
fafety  ;  and  indifferent  inflances,  I  have 
known  them  prove  fuccefsful  where  other 
remedies  had  for  fome  time  been  employ- 
ed without  any  effect. 
•  A  due  perfeverance  in  the  ufe  of  fome 
or  all  of  thefe  remedies  will  feldom  fail, 
where  the  tumour  of  the  tefhis  is  altoge- 
ther inflammatory  ;  but  where  it  proceeds 
in  a  great  meafure  from  irritability,  as  we 
judge  to  be  the  cafe  where  it  comes  and 
difappears  fuddenly,  or  where  it  comes 
and  goes  from  one  teflicle  to  another, 
other  remedies  in  this  fituation,  prove 
more  effectual. 

Even 
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Even  in  this  variety  of  the  difeafe  blit- 
ters  fometimes  prove  ufeful ;  and  I  have 
known  the  irritation  removed,  and  the 
fwelling  carried  off  in  the  courfe  of  a 
ftiort  time  by  opiates  $  but  thefe  afford 
only  a  temporary  relief,  and  do  not  pre- 
vent the  difeafe  from  returning  on  the 
flighteft  application  of  any  of  the  excit- 
ing caufes  which  ufually  tend  to  induce 
it. 

The  remedies  which  here  prove  moil 
effectual  are  cold  bathing,  and  a  plentiful 
ufe  of  bark.  Sea-bathing,  when  the  feafon 
permits,  mould  in  the  nrft  place  be  ad- 
vifed,  but  when  this  cannot  be  obtained, 
cold  water  may  be  ufed  at  home,  with  a 
proportion  of  common  fait  diffolved  in  it. 
It  anfwers  a  good  purpofe  whether  the 
whole  body  be  immerfed  in  it,  or  merely 
the  fcrotum  bathed  in  it;  but,  for  the  moll 
part,  I  have  thought  that  it  proves  moft. 
effectual    when  applied  to  the  fcrotum 
only.    As  bark  and  cold  bathing  act  up- 
on the  fame  principle,  that  is,  by  giving 
tone  and  vigour  to  parts  which  we  fup- 

pofe 
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pofe  to  have  been  deprived  of  them, 
they  may  either  be  ufed  together,  or 
feparately,  as  the  patient  may  incline. 
All  who  have  been  liable  to  frequent  at- 
tacks of  fwelling  in  the  teftes,  from  what- 
ever  caufe  it  may  proceed,  mould  be  ad- 
vised for  a  great  length  of  time,  not  lefs 
than  feveral  years,  to  wear  a  fufpenfory 
bandage. 

The  teftes,  we  find,  are  apt  to  decay. 
One  of  them  will  begin  to  leiTen  in  bulk, 
and,  in  a  gradual  manner,  will  either  dif- 
appear  entirely,  or  leave  only  a  thin  mem- 
branous fubftance  in  its  place.  For  the 
moft  part  the  other  remains  found;  but  I 
have  known  inftances  of  both  becoming 
affected  at  the  fame  time,  and  others  in 
which  the  one  remained  entire  as  lone:  as 
any  part  of  that  which  was  fir  ft  affected 
was  perceptible,  but  where  it  alfo  began 
to  decay  as  foon  as  the  other  was  entirely 
deftroyed. 

This  difeafe  occurs  at  all  periods  of 
life,  but  mo  ft  frequently  after  the  40th 
year.  In  many  inftances,  no  caufe  what- 
ever 
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ever  can  be  afligned  for  it;  but  I  have  ob- 
ferved  that  it  is  moft  frequent  in  people 
of  delicate  conftitutions,  where  the  muf- 
cles  are  foft  and  relaxed,  and  the  com- 
plexion wan  and  fallow.  I  have  alfo  found 
that  thofe  in  whom  it  occurs,  have,  in  al- 
inoft  every  inftance,  been  in  early  life 
particularly  addicted  to  Onanifm.' 

In  a  few  cafes  it  has  appeared  as  an  evi- 
dent confequence  of  a  fwelled  teflicle,  On 
the  fullnefs  produced  by  the  difeafe  being- 
removed,  the  procefs  of  abforption  by 
which  this  was  accomplished  does  not 
Hop,  but  goes  on  till  the  whole  teftis  is 
carried  away.  In  fome  inftances  this 
takes  place  while  the  teflicle  continues  to 
the  laft  of  its  natural  degree  of  firmnefs, 
or  even  while  the  hardnefs  ftill  prevails 
which  occurred  during  the  Hate  of  inflam- 
mation by  which  the  fwelling  was  at  rirft 
induced  :  but,  in  others,  before  this  waft- 
ing procefs  commences,  the  teflicle  be- 
comes foft  and  pulpy,  or  even  dilTolves 
into  a  fluid.  It  is  feldom  attended  with 
pain,  the  patient  being,  in  many  inftances, 

ignorant 
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ignorant  of  his  lofs,  till  one,  or  perhaps 
toth  teftes,  are  nearly  confirmed. 

Hitherto  no  certain  remedy  has  been 
difcovered  for  putting  a  flop  to  this  com- 
plaint. Mercury,  hemlock,  and  electricity 
have  been  tried,  but  with  no  advantage. 
The  cold  bath  has  for  a  time  feemed  to 
prove  ufeful,  but  the  difeafe  returned 
again,  and  both  teftes  were  diflblved.  In 
one  cafe,  where  one  of  the  teftes  was  con- 
fumed  before  the  patient  perceived  it,  and 
where  the  other  was  evidently  affected,  I 
applied  a  blifter  over  it.  This  wafting 
procefs  flopped,  and  never  recurred  again. 
The  patient  is  about  36  years  of  age.  His 
inclination  and  powers  of  propagation,  he 
fays,  are  ftill  as  ftrong  as  they  were  before, 
and  he  has  lately  had  a  child. 
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SECTION  VII. 

Of  Swellings  of  the  Spermatic  Cord. 

< 

THE  Spermatic  Cord  is  liable  to  fwell- 
ings  of  different  kinds,  but  it  is  fuch 
only  as  proceed  from  Gonorrhoea  that  we 
are  here  to  notice. 

Itfometimes  happens  that  inflammation 
of  the  tefticle  fpreads  to  the  cord,  and 
excites  pain  and  tumefaction  along  the 
whole  courfe  of  it.  At  other  times  the 
cord  inflames  without  any  previous  affec- 
tion of  the  teftis.  It  becomes  tenfe,  hard, 
and  painful.  The  fwelling,  for  the  moil 
part,  is  at  firfl:  confined  to  the  vas  defe- 
rens, but  at  lafl  the  other  parts  of  the 
cord  fuffer  alfo. 

I  have  met  with  fome  in  which  one  or 
two  tumified  parts  were  perceived  in  the 
courfe  of  the  cord,  while  the  reft  of  it  re- 
mained 
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rnained  found  ;  but,  in  general,  the  cord 
is  equally  afTc&ed,  from  the  teftis  along 
its  whole  courfe  up  the  groin. 

As  the  difeafe  is  always,  on  its  firft  ap- 
proach, accompanied  with  pain  .and  ten- 
Hon,  and  with  fome  inability  to  walk,  the 
patient  is  induced  to  treat  it  with  atten- 
tion ;  but,  where  the  fwelling  is  not  foon 
carried  off,  the  pain  will  fometimes  abate, 
or  even  vanifli  altogether  \  and  in  this 
ftate,  where  the  tumour  is  not  conlider- 
able,  the  patient  is  led  to  fuppofe  that  no 
harm  can  arife  from  it :  by  this  neglecl 
the  fwelling  often  becomes  fo  firm  and 
hard  that  no  remedies  that  we  employ 
have  any  effect.    In  fome  cafes  I  have 
met  with  a  hard  ring,  affecting"'  the  cord 
tfhly  at  a  particular  fpot,  where  the  dif- 
eafed  part  was  nearly  as  firm  as  bone, 
while  the  reft  of  it  was  in  a  foft  natural 
ftate. 

While  the  tumour  is  confined  to  one 
part  of  the  cord  I  have  feldom  known  it 
increafe  to  any  alarming  degree,  but  whe- 
ther it  be  circumfcribed,  or  extended  over 

the 
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[the  whole  length  of  the  cord,  no  time 
tftiould  be  loft  in  the  application  of  reme- 
dies for  its  removal.  Independent  of  other 
ireafons,  if  the  vas  deferens  is  particularly 
^affected,  fo  as  to  be  corhprened  in  its 
icourfe,  the  teftis  will  become  as  certainly 
mfelefs  as  if  it  were  extirpated  :  this,  iii 
ifome  inftances  where  even  one  lide  only 
'was  affected,  has  appeared  to  render  the 
jpatient  impotent,  and  it  will  never  fail  to 
(do  fo  where  both  fides  are  difeafed. 

The  remedies  that  prove  moft  effectual 
Ihere  are  blood-letting,  blifters,  and  fuch 
1  others  as  are  ufually  employed  with  ad- 
vantage in  fwellings  of  the  teftis.  Thefe 
I  need  not  particularly  enumerate,  as  they 
were  fully  confidered  in  the  laft  feclion  ; 
but  it  may  be  proper  to  remark,  that  blood- 
letting proves  chiefly  ufeful  on  the  firft 
approach  of  the  difeafe,  and  in  this  ft  ate, 
when  properly  applied,  that  it  feldom  fails 
to  remove  it.  It  may,  in  fome  cafes,  be 
neceifary  to  take  blood  from  the  arm,  but 
the  local  difchai-ge  of  it  by  leeches  ap- 

plied 
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plied  to  the  part  affected,  is  at  all  times 
to  be  more  depended  on. 

Where  the  difcharge  of  blood,  however, 
does  not  foon  lellen  the  fize  and  hardnefs 
of  the  tumour,  we  need  not  expect  that 
afterwards  it  will  prove  of  any  avail.  In 
this  cafe  I  have  repeatedly  known  blifter.s 
prove  ufeful  when  applied  along  the  courfe 
of  the  cord ;  but  neither  are  they  to  be 
trufted  if  fome  efTed  does  not  quickly  re- 
mit irom  them. 

In  partial  circumfcribed  tumours  of  the 
fpermatic'cord,  a  finall  blifter  applied  to 
the  difeafed  part,  and  preferring  it  open 
as  an  iflue  with  ointment  of  cantharides, 
has  tended  to  reduce  it,  and  in  two  in- 
frances  of  this,  electricity  appeared  to 
prove  ufeful. 

Mercury  is  commonly  employed  here, 
and  where  the  difeafe  does  not  foon  yield 
to  blood-letting,  blifters,  and  electricity, 
it  is  perhaps  the  only  remedy  from  which 
we  have  reafon  to  expect  advantage  :  but 
I  have  commonly  found,  where  the  fuell- 
ing has  been  entirely  removed  by  mercu- 
ry 
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ry,  that  there  has  been  much  ca^.fe  to 
imagine  that  the  patient  at  the  fame  time 
laboured  under  Lues  Venerea.  In  fome 
cafes  the  difeafe  has  fubfifted  in  an  evi- 
dent form  of  pox  in  other  parts  of  the 
body,  while,  in  others*  there  was  only 
grounds  for  fufpjcion  ;  but,  in  all,  the 
mercury  feemed  to  operate  with  more 
certainty  when  conjoined  with  a  decoc- 
tion of  mezereon  and  farfaparilla. 

Mercury  appears  here  to  anlwer  with 
moll  certainty  in  the  form  of  frictions, 
and  mercurial  platters,  act  with  more  ad- 
vantage in  fwellings  of  this  defcription 
than  in  any  other  in  which  I  have  ever 
known  them  ufed. 


Vol.  I.  B  b 
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SECTION  VIIL 


Of  Swellings  of  the  Lymphatic  Veffels  of  tbe 

Penis. 


"E  know  from  the  hiftory  of  tbe 
Lymphatics,  that  they  ferve  to- in- 
hale, and  to  carry  into  the  general  courfe 
of  the  circulation,  not  merely  from  the 
furface  of  the  body,  but  from  every  other 
part  of  It,  fluids  applied  to  their  open  ex- 
tremities. In  this  manner  they  remove 
from  fome  parts  what  might  prove  hurt- 
ful if  allowed  to  remain,  and  they  cany 
inLO  the  conilitudon  from  others  what  is 
obvioully  meant  for  the  nourimment  and 
fupportof  it.  But  while  this  is  their  chief 
purpofe,  we  alio  know  that  they  carry  in- 
to the  fyilein  what  often  tends  to  deftroy 
it.  They  feem  to  have  no  power  of  re- 
jecting what  proves  hurtful  j  hence  they 

imbioe 
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imbibe  poifons,  and  the  moll:  inofFenfive 
articles,  with  equal  readinefs.  All  our 
contagious  difeafes  are  probably  produced 
through  the  medium  of  the  lymphatics, 
and  we  can  prove  by  experiment  that  this 
is  the  cafe  with  many  of  them ;  particu- 
larly with  the  plague,  the  fmall-pox,  and 
Lues  Venerea.  So  readily  is  the  matter  of 
thefe  difeafes  abforbed  by  the  lymphatics, 
that  it  can  never  with  fafety  be  applied  to 
any  part  of  the  body  ;  for  fo  quickly  does 
abforption  in  fome  inftances  take  place, 
that  we  have  frequent  proofs  of  infection 
being  carried  into  the  constitution,  even 
after  much  pains  has  been  taken  to  warn 
away  the  matter  by  which  it  was  produ- 
ced, in  the  fpace  of  a  minute  or  two  after 
being  applied  to  the  furface  of  the  body. 

For  the  mbft  pa&we  find  that  the  lym- 
phatics themfelves  do  not  immediately 
fufTer  by  the  abforption  even  of  the  moft 
noxious  matter.  They  will  convey  the 
poifon  of  a  viper  and  other  ferpents  into 
the  circulation,  by  which  the  animal  will 
be  killed  in  the  fpace  of  an  hour,  while  no 

B  b  2  veftige 
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veftige  of  its  effects  will  appear  in  the 
lymphatic  veflels  themfelves.  In  like  man- 
ner, the  matter  of  Lues  Venerea  panes  of- 
ten into  the  conftitution  from  the  penis, 
without  any  fwelling  or  other  mark  of 
difeafe  being-  perceived  in  the  lymphatics 
through  which  it  was  conveyed. 

This,  we  mult  allow,  however,  is  not 
univerfally  the  cafe.  Inftances  fometimes 
happen  of  the  matter  of  Lues  Venerea 
palling  through  lymphatics  that  are  hard 
and  fwelled,  but  we  know  from  daily  ob- 
fervation  that  it  is  not  a  common  occur- 
rence. We  find,  indeed,  that  the  lympha- 
tic vefiels  in  every  part  of  the  body  are^apt 
to  fwell  and  inflame  on  caufes  capable  of 
exciting  irritation  being  applied  to  them. 
Thus  we  often  obferve  the  lymphatics  of 
the  arm,  fwell,  become  hard,  and  painful, 
from  a  prick  in  one  of  the  fingers  with  a  pin 
or  a  thorn,  or  even  from  a  nail  being  cut  too 
far  into  the  flefh  j  and  in  Gonorrhoea  it  is 
by  no  means  uncommon  to  find  a  hard 
lymphatic  palling  along  the  back  of  the 
penis  to  the  groin  >  arifing,  in  fome  in- 
ftances, 
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Itances,  from  the  prepuce,  and  in  others 
from  the  urethra.  But  although  this,  as 
I  have  obferved,  occurs  alfo  in  fome  cafes 
of  Chancre,  it  certainly  is  not  frequent. 
I  think,  too,  that  I  have  obferved,  where 
the  lymphatics  proceeding  from  Chancres 
have  inflamed,  particularly  where  the  in- 
flammation has  been  confiderable,  that  the 
conftitution  has  not  been  fo  apt  to  furTer 
as  where  this  did  not  happen.  From  all 
which,  I  would  conclude,  that  inflamma- 
tion of  the  lymphatics,  inflead  of  indica- 
ting an  increafed  power  of  abforbing  what 
is  applied  to  them,  as  many  have  imagined, 
tends  in  a  great  meafure  to  ieffen,  and,  per- 
haps, to  deftroy  it.  Till  the  fact  however 
is  farther  afcertained,  which  experience 
and  obfervation  alone  can  do,  it  would  be 
improper  to  place  any  dependence  upon 
this  in  the  treatment  of  Chancres.  In  all 
cafes  of  Chancre,  whether  the  lymphatics 
inflame  or  not,  it  would  be  imprudent  to 
omit  whatever  might  tend  to  render  the 
conftitution  fafe ;  but,  finding  that  inflam- 
mation feems  not  only  to  lefTen  the  power 
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of  abforption  in  the  lymphatics,  but  that 
they  inflame  from  caufes  in  which  we 
know  that  no  infe&ion  exifts,  as  often 
happens  from  a  prick  or  a  cut  with  a  clean 
inftrument,  we  would  from  this  alone  be 
led  to  fupj>ofe  that  this  affection  of  thefe 
vefTels  which  occurs  in  Gonorrhoea,  pro- 
ceeds more  from  irritation  than  from  any 
other  caufc.  This  idea,  however,  is  far- 
ther confirmed  by  the  proofs  that  I  have 
already  adduced  of  Gonorrhoea  being  a 
local  difeafe,  as  well  as  by  our  daily  ob- 
fervation  of  the  rife  and  progrefs  of  thefe 
fwellings.  They  commence  with  all  the 
ufual  fymptoms  of  inflammation.  A  hard 
firing,  or  cord,  is  perceived  along  the 
back  of  the  penis.  It  is  painful  to  the 
touch,  and  the  teguments  above  fometimes 
acquire  an  eryfipelatous  rednefs.  The 
whole  penis  becomes  fiiffand  uneaiy,  and 
this  renders  erections  painful. 

In  a  great  proportion  of  cafes  the  in- 
flammation fubfides  quickly  and  eafily  ; 
the  ftirThefs  and  pain  gradually  abate;  and 
the  hardnefs  of  the  lymphatic  difapnears 

entirely  ; 
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entirely  :  but  where  the  Inflammation  has 
either  been  fevere  from  the  rlrft,  or  not 
properly  treated,  it  proceeds  in  fome  cafes 
to  fappuration,  forming*  one  or  more  fn.all 
abfcefTes  in  its  courfe.  The  fores,  how- 
ever, which  enfue  from  thefe,  heal  rea- 
dily when  the  court itution  is  otherwife 
healthy,  forming  a  very  manifeft  di£e- 
rence  between  Gonorrhoea  and  Lues  Ve- 
nerea. Similar  affections  in  the  latter, 
require,  for  the  molt  part,  a  courfe  of 
mercury  to  remove  them.  I  fay  only  for 
the  molt  part,  from  having  met  with  more 
than  one  inftance  of  fimilar  fores  in  Lues 
Venerea,  arifing  from  this  caufe,  healing 
without  the  ufe  of  mercury  ;  by  which  I 
am  induced  to  think,  that  even  in  this 
difeafe,  the  lymphatics  may  fwell  and  in- 
flame merely  from  trie  acrimony  of  the 
matter,  and  that  this  inflammation  may 
have  fome  tendency,  as  I  have  obferved 
above,  to  prevent  the  matter  of  infecf  ion 
from  palling  into  the  fyftem. 

Where  thefe  tumours  in  Gonorrhoea  are 
confined  to  the  lymphatic  veflels,  I  have 
B  b  4  commonly 
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commonly  found  that  cold  poultices,  pre- 
pared with  crumb  of  bread,  and  acetum 
lythargyrites,  or  faccharum  faturni,  prove 
more  effectual  than  any  other  application. 
They  remove  the  fwelling  and  hardnefs, 
and  leflen  the  pain  with  more  certainty 
than  warm  emollient  poultices.  But  where 
the  inflammation  fpreads  over  the  penis, 
as  it  fometimes  does,  it  becomes  necelTary 
not  only  to  difcharge  blood  from  the  arm, 
but  to  apply  leeches  to  the  pained  parts. 
This,  with  a  low  diet,  and  confining  the 
patient  to  a  horizontal  pofture,  very  com- 
monly proves  fuccefsful.  But  it  fometimes 
happens,  either  from  the  neighbouring 
parts  becoming  feverely  inflamed,  or  from 
the  difeafed  lymphatic  burfting,  that  ef- 
fulions  occur  in  the  contiguous  cellular 
fubftance,  and  fmall  abfceffes  forming, 
they  at  laft  difcharge  their  contents,  and 
produce  fuch  fores  as  I  have  already  had 
occafion  to  mention. 

The  treatment  of  thefe  fhould  be  the 
fame  as  that  of  fores  proceeding  from  any 
other  caufe  in  which  the  conftitution  is 

not 
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not  difeafed.  When  their  edges  are  hard 
and  inflamed,  emollient  poultices  prove 
ufeful.  For  the  removal  of  floughs  and 
foulnefs,  red  precipitate,  ointment  of  ver- 
digris, or  even  cauftic,  may  be  neceflary; 
and  for  inducing  a  cicatrix  nothing  an- 
swers better  than  unguentum  e  calce  zinci, 
or  ceratum  e  lapide  calaminare*. 

In  different  inftances  of  hardened  lym- 
phatics in  Gonorrhoea,  I  have  found  be- 
lides  the  firm  cord  on  the  back  of  the  penis, 
a  thin,  flat,  hard  tumour,  proceeding  from 
this  cord,  fpread  round  the  whole  fubftance 
of  the  penis,  for  the  breadth  of  a  quarter 
of  an  inch.  In  fome  this  flat  kind  of  tumour 
was  contiguous  to,  and  immediately  be- 
hind the  glans.    In  one  cafe  it  was  near 
to  the  pubes.    This  laft^pafTed  round  the 
urethra,  which  it  grafped  fo  firmly  as  to 
give  caufe  to  fufpect  that  at  laft  it  might 
totally  obftruct  the  urine.    A  courfe  of 
mercury  was  tried  in  all  of  them,  but  with 
no  advantage.    A  fmall  piece  of  mercu- 
rial plafter  was  then  applied  over  the 

fwelling, 

*  Vide  Appendix,  Nc.  xlvii,  xlviii. 


Of  Swellings  of  the        Ch.  Ill 


iwellmg,  and  this,  with  a  gentle  purgative 
of  fea- water  every  fecond  or  third  morn- 
ing, was  all  that  was  advifed.  The  fwell- 
Ing  in  each  of  them  became  Iefs,  but  never 
difappeared  entirely.  It  has  not,  however, 
In  any  of  them  given  any  farther  disturb- 
ance. 


SECTION  IX. 
Of  Swellings  of  the  Glands  in  the  Groin, 

I^HE  Iwelling  and  inflammation  of  the 
lymphatics,  defcribed  in  the  Iafl  lec- 
tion, frequently  proceeds  no  farther  than 
the  root  of  the  penis.  At  other  times  it 
goes  the  length  of  the  groin,  and  afTc&s 
one  or  more  of  the  contiguous  glands  ; 
which  become  hard,  fwelled,  and  inflam- 
ed, putting  on  many  of  the  appearances 
©f  a  venereal  bubo. 

At 
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At  other  times  thefe  glands  fwell  and 
inflame,  where  no  difeafe  of  the  contigu- 
ous lymphatics  is  perceived.  But  al- 
though in  fuch  cafes  no  apparent  inflam- 
mation in  thefe  veflHs  takes  place,  there 
is,  however,  much  caufe  to  imagine,  that 
in  a  certain  degree  it  always  exlfts.  There 
is  not,  at  leafl,  any  other  obvious  route 
by  which  the  inflammation  can  be  con- 
veyed from  the  urethra  to  the  glands  in 
the  groin. 

In  fome  cafes  thefe  fwellings  become 
large,  and  notwithstanding  our  endeavours 
to  prevent  it,  fuppuration  at  laft  takes 
place :  but,  for  the  moft  part,  if  not 
negle&ed  at  firfl,  they  may  be  eafily  re- 
moved by  difcuflion.  In  moft  inflances 
this  may  be  done  with  faturnine  poultices 
alone  5  but  where  the  pain  and  inflamma- 
tion are  fevere,  blood-letting,  both  gene- 
ral and  local,  becomes  neceflary.  Laxa- 
tives always  prove  ufeful,  and  a  cooling, 
low  regimen  can  feldom  be  difpenfed 
with. 

The 
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The  moft  perplexing  part  of  the  fur- 
geon's  practice  here  is,  to  determine  the 
real  nature  of  the  tumour  $  to  afcertain 
whether  it  proceeds  merely  from  inflam- 
mation, or  from  the  abforption  of  vene- 
real matter.  If  from  the  laft,  mercury 
alone  will  prove  effectual ;  while  no  prac- 
titioner would  advife  it  for  the  removal  of 
a  fwelling  purely  inflammatory.  Neither 
would  it,  in  this  cafe,  anfwer  any  good 
purpofe.  It  would  not  leflen  the  fize  of 
the  fwelling  :  nay,  by  the  fever  which  it 
fometimes  excites,  it  might  even  tend  to 
increafe  it,  from  which  would  refult  dif- 
appointment  to  the  practitioner,  as  well 
as  much  diftrefs  to  the  patient. 

The  circumftances  upon  which  a  judg- 
ment is  chiefly  to  be  formed  are  thefe  : 
If  no  chancre  or  excoriation  has  been  per- 
ceived, either  upon  the  glans  or  prepuce, 
and  if  the  inflammation  in  Gonorrhoea 
has  been  confiderable,  there  will  be  caufe 
to  imagine  that  the  tumour  is  not  vene- 
real. When  treating  of  Chancre  and  Vene- 
real Bubo,  this  will  fall  to  be  confldered 

'  more 
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more  fully,  but  at  prefent  I  may  obferve, 
that  buboes  do  not  commonly  occur  with- 
out being  preceded  by  chancres.  I  know 
indeed,  from  various  cafes  which  have 
fallen  under  my  care,  that,  contrary  to 
the  general  opinion,  real  venereal  buboes 
fometimes  form  without  any  previous 
chancre,  or  any  external  mark  of  difeafe  5 
but  as  this  does  not  happen  once  in  a  hun- 
dred inftances,  we  are  fufficiently  war- 
ranted in  conlidering  the  abfence  of  chan- 
cre as  a  reafon  for  fuppofing  that  f well ings 
of  this  defcription  are  not  venereal. 

In  glandular  tumours  arinng  from  Go- 
norrhoea much  pain  and  tenfion  prevail, 
not  merely  in  the  difeafed  glands,  but  over, 
all  the  groin ;  and  a  generally mpathetic 
uneafinefs  fpreads  over  the  thighs  and  un- 
der part  cf  the  abdomen.  Even  the  teftes 
and  abdominal  vifcera  fometimes  fuffer  ; 
whereas,  in  the  venereal  bubo,  we  com- 
monly find  one  gland  only  affected,  and 
the  contiguous  parts  feldom  become  un- 
eafy  till  the  difeafe  is  far  advanced  ;  not, 
indeed,  till  the  tumour  has  acquired  fuch 
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a  fize  as  to  excite  pain  folely  by  diftenticn. 
The  fwelled  gland,  it  is  true,  is  painful 
from  the  firft,  and  the  pain  becomes  gra- 
dually more  fevere  as  the  tumour  increafes; 
but  the  pain  is  chiefly  confined  to  one 
part,  and  feldom  fpreads  farther  till  the 
teguments  are  much  ftretched  by  the  fub- 
fequent  formation  of  matter.  And,  laftly, 
when  glands  fwelled  from  this  caufe  bur  ft, 
the  fores  which  enfue  have  a  very  differ- 
ent appearance  from  thofe  produced  by 
real  venereal  buboes.  Their  edges,  in- 
itead  of  being  hard  and  retorted,  have 
more  the  appearance  of  fores  arifmg  from 
common  abfcefles,  and  they  foon  begin  to 
heal,  even  when  mercury  is  not  employed, 
which  the  others,  we  may  obferve,  fel- 
dom do. 

This  circumftance  that  I  have  mention- 
ed, of  the  cure  of  thefe  fores  being  to  be 
effected  whether  mercury  is  ufed  or  not, 
is  the  moft  decifive  characteriftic  of  their 
true  nature,  and  when  any  doubts  of  this 
are  entertained,  either  from  the  fwelling 
having  taken  place  without  a  previous 

chancre, 
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chancre,  or  from  any  other  caufe,  we  ought 
to  delay  the  exhibition  of  mercury  till  their 
tendency  to  heal,  or  to  degenerate  into  a 
worfe  ft  ate,  he  afcertained. 

If  a  fore  puts  on  a  healing  appearance, 
and  gradually  becomes  lefs,  there  is  much 
caufe  to  hope  that  a  complete  cure  will  be 
obtained  whether  mercury  is  ufed  or  not ; 
while,  on  the  contrary,  this  remedy  mould 
be  immediately  advifed  when  the  fores 
become  foul,  and  their  edges  hard  ;  and 
particularly  when,  iniiead  of  healing,  they 
extend  to  a  greater  fize. 

The  progrefs  of  the  {welling  alfo  affords 
a  mark  of  difcrimination.  The  venereal 
bubo  proceeds  more  flowly  to  liippuratiort 
than  the  inflammatory  fwellmg  of  which 
we  now  fpeak ;  which  moll  frequently  hi- 
deed,  is  eaiily  dilculled,  and  feidom  arrives 
therefore  at  the  ft  ate  of  abfeefs ;  but  when 
tumours  of  this  defer ipti  on  do  end  in  fup- 
puration,  it  commonly  happens  in  the 
fpace  of  a  few  days.  1  have  known  mat- 
ter completely  formed  in  them  in  three 
or  four  days  from  their  firft  appearance  ; 
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a  circumftance  perhaps  never  met  with  in 
the  real  venereal  bubo. 


SECTION  X. 

Of  Excoriations  of  the  Glans  and  Prepuce, 

I}Y  the  acrimony  of  the  matter  in  Go- 
*  norrhcea  the  Glans  and  Prepuce  are 
fometimes  excoriated.  A  flight  degree  of 
inflammation  takes  place  at  firrt,  either 
partially  or  over  the  whole  parts ;  and  this 
being  fucceeded  by  a  difcharge  of  matter, 
the  fldn  at  laft  becomes  fretted,  and  on 
being  examined  with  a  glafs,  the  matter  is 
perceived  to  flow  from  an  infinite  num- 
ber of  fmall  points,  on  prefliire  being  ap- 
plied to  them. 

But,  for  the  moft  part,  this  affection  of 
the  prepuce  and  glans  takes  place  without 
any  difcharge  from  the  urethra.  In  the 
courfe  of  a  few  days  after  connection  with 

an 


Sect.  X.        Glans  and  Prepuce.  385 


an  infected  woman,  and  without  any  fyrap-» 
torn  of  Gonorrhoea,  a  fer.faticn  of  heat  is 
perceived  over  the  whole  or  a  conhder- 
able  part  of  the  prepuce  and  glans,  and  it 
ibon  terminates  in  a  difcharge  of  matter 
very  fimilar  to  what  comes  from  the  ure- 
thra in  Gonorrhoea.  From  this  circum- 
ftance,  the  difeafe  has  been  termed  Go- 
norrhoea Spuria.  The  matter  indeed  is  fo 
umilar  to  that  of  Gonorrhoea,  that  it  is 
ufually  fome  time  before  the  patient  can 
be  convinced  of  its  not  coming  from  the 
urethra.  It  not  only  refembles  the  mat- 
ter of  Gonorrhoea  in  colour  and  confif- 
tence,  but  likewife  in  quantity.  In  fome 
cafes,  it  is  furprihngly  great,  owing  to  the 
great  extent  of  inflamed  iuiifiace  in  the  nu- 
merous plies  and  doublings  of  the  ikin 
forming  the  preputium. 

When  the  excoriation  is  not  extenhve, 
the  prepuce  continues  to  move  upon  the 
glans  as  it  does  in  health ;  but  when  the 
matter  is  either  of  itfelf  particularly  acrid, 
or  allowed  by  want  of  attention  to  remain 
till  it  becomes  fo.  the  Jkin  forming  the 
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prepuce  becomes  fo  much  inflamed  and 
fwelled,  that  it  cannot  but  with  much  dif- 
ficulty be  made  to  pafs  backward  and  for- 
ward. In  fome  cafes  this  becomes  impof- 
lible.  If  this  happens  when  the  prepuce 
covers  the  glans .  and  cannot  be  drawn 
back,  a  difeafe  is  thereby  produced,  which 
we  term  Phymofis  ;  and  when  the  fwelling 
takes  place  when  the  prepuce  is  retracted 
and  cannot  be  pulled  forward  over  the 
glans,  the  difeafe  is  termed  Paraphymofis. 
Of  both  thefe  I  {hall  fpeak  more  particu- 
larly in  the  following  fections. 

By  many,  this  difchargeof  matter  from 
the  prepuce  and  glans  has  been  judged  to 
be  venereal  5  that  is,  they  have  fappofed 
it  to  be  produced  by  the  matter  of  Lues 
Venerea.  They  have  therefore  conceived 
it  to  be  always  connected  with  an  affection 
of  the  conftitution,  and  have  accordingly, 
in  the  method  of  cure,  been  chiefly  direc- 
ted by  this  opinion. 

In  this,  however,  they  are  certainly 
wrong.  From  much  obfervation,  I  am 
convinced,  that  the  difcharge  in  all  fuch 
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cafes  is  of  a  local  nature,  and  that  it 
is  no  more  capable  of  affecting  the  con- 
ftitution  than  the  matter  of  Gonorrhoea. 
I  believe  indeed  that  this  is  now  very  ge- 
nerally admitted  j  and  that  it, is  thofe  only 
who  doubt  of  it,  who,  taking  their  infor- 
mation from  books,  have  not  paid  that 
attention  to  the  event  of  thefe  difeafes, 
which  in  forming  a  judgment  of  them 
ought  always  to  be  done.  It  will  univer- 
fally  I  believe  be  found  that  the  discharge 
may  be  more  eafily  removed  by  remedies 
applied  directly  to  the  parts  affected,  than 
by  mercury  or  any  other  medicine  given 
internally.  Indeed,  no  advantage  fo  far 
as  I  have  ever  perceived,  is  derived  from 
the  internal  exhibition  of  medicines,  while 
the  difeafe  feldom  relifts  the  application 
of  an  aftringent  wafh  :  neither  have  I  ever 
known  the  conftitution  affected  with  pox 
from  excoriations  produced  by  Gonor- 
rhoea. 

It  is  true  that  buboes  and  fymptoms  of 
pox  fometimes  occur  where  the  prepuce 
and  gians  have  been  previoufly  affected  in 
1  C  c  2  this 
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this  manner.  Of  this  I  have  feen  many 
inftances  :  but  in  all  thefe  it  has  happen- 
ed, that,  on  inquiry,  the  patients  were 
found  to  have  had  connection  with  dif- 
eafed  women  during  the  continuance  of 
the  excoriation ;  and  whatever  may  be 
the  opinion  of  fome  individuals  upon  this, 
few  I  believe  will  doubt  of  an  ulcerated 
or  excoriated  furface  being  particularly 
favourable  for  promoting  the  abforption 
of  whatever  matter  is  applied  to  it ;  info- 
much,  that  it  is  the'  univerfal  remark  of 
patients,  that  they  never  efcape  being 
poxed,  if  in  fuch  circumftances  they  have 
connection  with  infected  women. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  a  fmall 
partial  excoriation  is  always  at  firfl  of  a 
fui.picious  nature,  while,  from  any  obferva- 
tion  that  I  have  been  able  to  make,  a 
more  general  affection,  in  which  the  ex- 
coriation extends  over  the  whole  prepuce 
and  glans,  terminates  eafily  and  without 
producing  any  conftitutional  taint.  The 
difeafe  fometimes  at  firfl:,  indeed,  occu- 
pies a  fmall  lpot,  and  afterwards  extends 

over 
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over  the  contiguous  parts,  where,  by  the 
event,  we  judge  of  its  being  of  an  in- 
nocent nature  from  no  difeafe  of  the  con- 
stitution being  obferved  to  enfue :  But  I 
have  uniformly  found,  where  a  fmall  part 
only  has  remained  for  fome  time  raw  and 
excoriated,  without  extending  to  the  fur- 
rounding  parts,  that  fymptoms  of  pox  fuc- 
ceed  to  it  with  as  much  certainty  as  they 
ever  do  to  chancres.  I  therefore  believe 
that  all  partial  excoriations  of  this  defcrip- 
tion  which  remain  for  a  few  days  in  a  cir- 
cumfcribed  ftate,  are  produced  by  the  mat- 
ter of  Lues  Venerea,  and  that  they  ought 
accordingly  to  be  treated  as  fymptoms  of 
that  difeafe.  Belides  the  other  differen- 
ces which  I  have  elfewhere  enumerated 
between  the  matter  of  Lues  Venerea  and 
Gonorrhoea  Virulenta,  it  would  appear 
that  in  this  they  differ  in  the  molt  obvious 
manner.  The  matter  of  Lues  Venerea, 
however  diffulible  it  may  be  when  receiv- 
ed into  the  fyftcm,  from  which  indeed  it 
is  never  expelled  but  with  the  affiftance  of 
mercury,  is  always  flow  in  its  progrefs 
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while  only  locally  applied  either  to  the  pe- 
nis or  any  other  part.  Neither  can  it  be  ap- 
plied, as  I  have  already  had  occafion  to  re- 
mark, to  the  finall eft  point,  without  much 
rifle  of  pox  being  produced  by  it :  whereas, 
the  matter  of  Gonorrhoea,  whether  it  be  ap- 
plied to  the  urethra,  to  the  glans,  or  pre- 
puce, fpreads  quickly  over  all  the  conti- 
guous parts ;  while  it  is  obvious  to  daily 
obfervation,  either  that  it  is  not  abforbed, 
or  if  it  be  taken  into  the  fyftem,  that  no 
conftitutional  difeafe  enfiies  from  it. 

Thefe  excoriations  of  the  glans  and  pre- 
puce, not  only  refemble  Gonorrhoea,  in  being 
produced  by  the  fame  matter,  and  in  being 
entirely  local,  but  in  the  method  of  cure. 
We  have  already  had  occafion  to  fee  that 
the  difcharge  in  Gonorrhoea  can  never  be 
fpeedily  removed,  but  by  the  ufe  of  injec- 
tions. In  like  manner,  bathing  the  exco- 
riated parts  in  aftringent  folutions,  proves 
the  moft  effectual  practice  here.  Lime- 
water  anfwers  particularly  well  for  this 
purpofe  :  alfo  weak  folutions  of  fugar  of 
jead,  and  white  vitriol  :  immerfing  the 

parts 
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parts  in  brandy,  or  in  a  ftrong  infufion  of 
red-rofe  leaves,  will  fometimes  remove  the 
difcharge  on  the  firft  application.  It  is 
proper,  however,  to  remark,  that  the  more 
frequently  thefe  remedies  are  applied,  the 
more  effectual  they  prove.  They  mould 
be  ufed  at  leaft  five  or  fix  times  daily,  and 
for  the  fpace  of  a  few  minutes  at  each  ap- 
plication. 

Emollient  ointments  are  .frequently  em- 
ployed, but  the  very  caufe  of  aftringents 
proving  ufeful,  renders  them  improper. 
They  conftantly  increafe  the  difcharge, 
while  no  advantage  ever  accrues  from 
them. 

Neither  do  we  find  that  purgatives,  or 
any  of  the  cooling  medicines  uTiially  pre- 
ferred here  are  of  any  real  utility.  When 
much  inflammation  takes  place,  they  may, 
in  fome  inftances,  prove  ufeful,  but  in  all 
fuch  cafes  blood-letting  is  more  to  be  truft- 
ed  ;  particularly  the  application  of  leech- 
es to  the  difeafed  parts,  which,  in  every 
cafe  of  local  inflammation,  is  to  be  conn- 
dered  as  the  moft  effectual  remedy. 
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It  has  been  obje&ed  to  the  application 
of  leeches  in  excoriations  of  the  penis, 
that  the  wounds  from  the  bites  of  thefe 
animals  are  apt  to  degenerate  into  chan- 
cres. This  proceeded  upon  the  idea  of 
thefe  excoriations  being  produced  by  the 
matter  of  Lues  Venerea ;  but  now,  when 
the  contrary  is  known,  it  is  obvious  that 
the  opinion  muft  be  ill  founded  ;  and  from 
various  and  repeated  trials  of  the  remedy 
in  queftion,  I  can  decidedly  fay  that  it  is 
fo.  * 

But  admitting  that  a  cafe  mould  occur, 
in  which  it  might  be  doubtful  whether 
the  excoriation  and  fwelling  was  truly  ve- 
nereal or  not,  ftill  I  would  not  hefitate  in 
advifing  the  application  of  leeches  :  they 
would  prove  more  effectual  than  any  other 
remedy  in  carrying  off  the  inflammation, 
while  their  bites,  if  they  mould  put  on 
the  appearance  of  venereal  fores,  would 
immediately  render  the  nature  of  the  dif- 
eaie  certain,  which  otherwife  might  for 
forae  time  have  remained  in  doubt. 

In 
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In  all  fores  and  inflammatory  affections 
of  thefe  parts,  the  pofture  of  the  body 
and  pofition  of  the  penis,  are  circumftan- 
ces  not  to  be  overlooked.  The  patient 
mould  be  kept  as  much  as  poflible  in  a 
horizontal  pofture ;  and  the  penis  Ihould 
be  elevated  fo  as  to  prevent  the  glans  from 
hanging  downwards.  It  often,  happens, 
indeed,  where  this  is  omitted,  that  iwell- 
ings  remain  obflinate  for  many  weeks  to- 
gether, which  otherwife  might  have  been 
removed  in  a  few  days. 
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SECTION  XI. 

Of  Excoriations  in  the  Parts  of  Generation  of 

Women, 

rTT1HE  parts  of  Generation  in  Women 
JL  are  liable  to  excoriations  of  a  fimi- 
lar  nature  with  thofe  enumerated  in  the 
laft  fection.  In  fome  cafes  they  are  con- 
fined, to  the  clitoris,  nymphae,  and  labia 
pudendi.  In  others  they  fpread  to  the  pe- 
rineum, and  even  to  the  groins  and  thighs, 
where,  from  negligence  and  want  of  at- 
tention to  cleanlinefs,  I  have  known  deep 
and  very  extenfive  ulcers  produced. 

Where  the  excoriations  are  confined 
within  the  parts  of  generation,  the  fymp- 
toms  are  nearly  the  fame  with  thofe  of 
Gonorrhoea  in  the  ufual  form  of  the  dif- 
eafe  ;  but  where  the  inflammation  and 
rawnefs  fpread  to  the  thighs,  much  diflrefs 

is 
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is  experienced  in  walking,  and  in.  every 
motion  of  the  body. 

The  method  of  cure  is  nearly  the  fame 
in  women  as  in  men.  Bathing  the  parts 
frequently  with  one  or  other  of  the  aftrin- 
gent  folutions  mentioned  in  the  laft  fec- 
tion,  for  the  molt  part,  proves  effectual ; 
for  the  excoriated  parts  feldom  lie  fo  deep 
as  to  require  the  ufe  of  the  fyringe ;  but 
when  the  parts  become  evidently  ulcera- 
ted, bathing  alone  is  not  fufficient.  In 
this  cafe  the  ulcers  fall  to  be  treated  in 
the  fame  manner  with  fores  produced  by 
any  other  caufe.  When  foul  and  lloughy, 
an  ointment  {trongly  impregnated  with 
mercurius  precipitatus  ruber  is  perkaps  the 
belt  application  we  can  ufe  ;  and  for  the 
purpofe  of  healing  them,  nothing  anfwers 
better  than  common  cerate,  with  a  large 
proportion  of  lapis  calaminaris,  or  un- 
guentum  e  calce  zince,  for  which  preemp- 
tions are  given  in  the  Appendix. 

When  fores  of  this  defcription  do  not 
foon  yield  to  thefe  applications,  especial- 
ly when  they  fpread  and  penetrate  to  a 

greater 
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greater  depth  while  the  patient  is  ufing 
them,  there  will  be  fome  caufe  to  finped 
that  the  conftitution  is  tainted  with  Lues 
Venerea ;  in  which  cafe  a  courfe  of  mer- 
cury mould  be  advifed,  being  the  only  re- 
medy upon  which,  in  fach  circumftances., 
we  can  place  dependence. 


SECTION  XII. 

Of  Phymofis  and  Paraphyjiwfis. 

TTN  fe&ion  tenth  I  judged  it  necefiary  to 
-I-  give  a  definition  of  thele  two  difeafes. 
Inflammation  of  the  preputium  always 
excites  fome  degree  of  thicknefs  and  con- 
traction. When  this  contraction  occurs 
while  the  prepuce  covers  the  glans,  and 
in  fuch  a  degree  as  to  prevent  it  from  be- 
ing pulled  back,  the  difeafe  that  takes 
place  is  termed  Phymofis.  We  fay,  that 
Paraphymofis  is  produced  when  the  pre- 
puce 
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puce  contracts  behind  the  glans,  and  can- 
not again  be  drawn  over  it. 

One  of  the  mo  ft  frequent  caufes  of 
phymofis  is  chancres  on  the  preputium. 
The  thickening  of  the  fkin  induced  by 
chancres,  and   the  inflammation  which 
they  are  apt  to  excite,  is  often  productive 
of  phymofis;  but  it  alio  occurs  from  other 
caufes.    Whatever  excites  much  inflam- 
mation of  the  penis  will  induce  phymofis. 
Hence  it  readily  occurs  in  all  cafes  of 
Gonorrhoea   attended  with  any  uriufual 
degree  of  inflammation,  particularly  in 
that  variety  of  the  difeafe  where  the  glans 
and  prepuce  are  inflamed  and  excoriated. 
But  although  thefe  excoriations  oiieii  ter- 
minate in  phymofis,  they  are  ft  ill  more 
frequently  productive   of  paraphymofis. 
The  patient,  in  clearing  away  the  matter, , 
necelTarily  draws  back  the  preputium,  and 
when  the  parts  are  previoufly  much  in- 
flamed and  thickened,  they  are  apt  to 
contract  fo  fuddenly  when  in  this  ftate  of 
r^-i. motion,   that   they  cannot  again  be 
drawn  over  the  glans. 

In 


393 


Of  Phymofis 


Ch.  lit 


In  the  treatment  of  phymofis,  we  prove 
fometimes  fuccefsful  by  a  proper  life  of 
emollients.  No  effect  will  refult  from 
them  when  the  ftricture  has  been  of  long 
duration;  but,  unlefs  the  inflammation's 
fevere,  they  will  often  anfwer  if  duly  per- 
rifted  in  from  the  firft.  Immerfing  the 
penis,  from  time  to  time,  in  warm  milk, 
or  in  a  decoction  of  althea  root,  or  of 
lintfeed,  is  perhaps  the  molt  effectual  me- 
thod of  applying  emollients  5  and  when 
much  matter  is  produced  between  the 
prepuce  and  glans,  either  by  chancres  or 
inflammation,  thefe  liquids  mould  be  injec- 
ted from  time  to  time  with  a  fyringe.  But 
with  a  view  to  lefTen  the  difcharge,  after 
thus  wafhing  out  any  matter  that  may  be 
formed,  a  weak  faturnine  folution  fhould 
be  injected  three  or  four  times  a-day. 
This,  with  a  low  diet,  abftinence  from 
exercife,  and  fufpending  the  penis,  will, 
for  the  molt  part,  prove  fuccefsful  3  but 
when  the  parts  are  much  inflamed,  it  be- 
comes neceffary  to  take  blood  in  quanti- 
ties proportioned  to  the  fymptoms,  not 
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merely  from  the  arm,  but  from  the  penis 
itfelf,  by  the  application  of  leeches,  which 
may  always  be  done  with  fafety  where 
the  difeafe  is  local,  as  I  have  mown  to  be 
the  cafe  where  it  proceeds  either  from 
fimple  excoriation  or  Gonorrhoea :  but 
when  produced  from  chancres,  it  is  better 
to  omit  them. 

While  much  ftricture  remains,  it  is  al- 
ways improper  to  force  the  preputium 
back.  This,  however,  is  often  done,  but 
it  very  commonly  terminates  in  paraphy- 
moiis  ;  for  when  the  parts  are  much  con- 
tracted it  is  almoft  impoflible  to  get  the 
prepuce  again  brought  over  the  glans,  if 
it  has  once  been  forced  completely  be- 
hind it.  It  is  better,  therefore,  to  wait 
till  the  ftricture  is  entirely  removed,  be- 
fore any  attempt  for  this  purpofe  is  made. 
Befides  the  ri(k  of  inducing  paraphymofis, 
the  irritation  which  it  gives  tends  always 
to  make  the  ftricture  more  obftinate. 
When  the  inflammation  is  entirely  gone, 
it  may  be  proper,  after  immerling  the  penis 
in  any  of  the  emollients  that  I  have  men- 
tioned, 
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tioned,  and  rubbing  it  gently  over  with 
warm  oil,  to  endeavour,  from  time  to  time, 
to  ftretch  it  to  its  ufual  extent ;  but  even 
at  this  period  of  the  difeafe  the  prepuce 
mould  never  be  pufhed  back  with  fuch 
force  as  to  excite  much  uneafinefs. 

In  the  treatment  of  phymofis  it  is  pro- 
per to  remark,  that,  in  a  great  proportion 
of  cafes,  the  ftricture  is  never  entirely  re- 
moved. In  flight  degrees  of  it,  we  com- 
monly fucceed  by  the  means  that  I  have 
mentioned,  but  whenever  it  is  fevere  the 
parts  remain  under  fome  degree  of  con- 
traction, for  the  rnoft  part,  during  the  life 
of  the  patient.  We  have  it  indeed  in  our 
power  to  remove  even  the  moft  inveterate 
rrricture  that  occurs,  by  laying  the  pre- 
puce open,  either  by  a  partial  incifion,  or 
cutting  it  from  one  end  to  the  other,  ac- 
coiding  to  the  extent  of  the  difeafe  ;  but 
this  is  too  fevere  a  remedy  for  the  remo- 
val of  phymofis  in  the  ordinary  form  of 
the  difeafe  :  where  the  preputium  is  fo 
much  contracted  as  to  interrupt  the  paf- 
fage  of  urine,  or  to  impede  coition,  it  no 
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doubt  becomes  proper  to  lefTen  or  remove 
the  ftri&ure,  but  it  is  moft  frequently  for 
obtaining  ready  accefs  to  concealed  chan- 
cres that  we  advife  the  prepuce  to  be  free- 
ly laid  open. 

Even  chancres  are  often  cured  while 
the  prepuce  remains  contracted ;  but  this 
is  only  the  {lighter  kinds  of  them.  When 
chancres  are  either  deep  or  extenfi.ve,  al- 
though with  much  care  and  attention  they 
may  in  fome  inftances  be  cured,  yet  we 
are  much  more  certain  of  efTe&ing  our 
purpofe,  and  of  doing  it  fpeedily,  by  lay- 
ing the  fores  completely  open.  I  am  clear- 
ly of  opinion,  however,  that  a  patient 
mould  rather  fubmit  to  an  ordinary  or 
flight  degree  of  phymofis,  where  there  is 
no  difeafe  concealed  by  it,  than  incur  the 
pain  and  diftrefs  of  an  operation.  Many 
have  it  from  their  birth,  and  are  not  fen- 
fibly  hurt  by  it. 

It  happens,  indeed,  in  fome  inftances, 
even  of  this  natural  phymofis,  if  we  may 
fo  term  it,  that  we  are  under  the  neceility 
of  removing  the  ftridhire  by  an  incifion. 
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This  is  particularly  the  cafe  where  the 
natural  exfudation  of  thefe  parts  is  in  fuch 
quantities  as  to  excite  irritation,  which  it 
always  does  when  it  adheres  to  the  pre- 
puce and  glans.  By  much  pains  in  warn- 
ing with  a  fyringe,  the  parts  may  be  kept 
fo  clean  as  to  prevent  them  from  fuffering 
with  this  mucus  \  but  in  general  we  find 
it  necefTary  either  to  lay  the  contracted 
preputium  open  from  one  end  to  the  other, 
or  to  remove  a  portion  of  it  entirely,  by 
the  operation  of  circumcifion. 

It  may  be  proper  to  obferve,  that  al- 
though this  operation  of  removing  a  por- 
tion of  the  prepuce  is  in  itfelf  exceeding- 
ly fimple  and  eafy,  and  never  fails  to  an- 
fwer  the  purpofe  where  the  parts  are  per- 
fectly found,  that  it  is  very  apt  to  difap- 
point  us  entirely,  when  they  are  much  in- 
flamed, and  under  the  influence  of  irrita- 
tion. In  this  fituation,  although  the  parts 
in  which  the  ftri&ure  is  feated  be  com- 
pletely removed,  the  remainder  of  the 
preputium  contracts  almoft  immediately 
after  the  operation,  fo  as  to  create  nearly 

the 
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the  fame  degree  of  inconveniency  which 
it  did  before.  By  the- introduction  of  do- 
lils  of  lint,  fponge  tent,  and  other  fuch  ar- 
ticles, we  may  for  a  time  prevent  the  con- 
traction from  becoming  confiderable,  but 
the  irritation  which  thefe  applications  ex- 
cite oblige  us  at  laft  to  lay  them  afide, 
when  the  ftricT:ure  often  takes  place  in  a 
degree  equal  to  what  it  was  before  the 
operation. 

I  have  taken  the  more  particular  notice 
of  this,  from  different  cafes  having  fallen 
under  my  care,  in  which,  by  endeavour- 
ing to  remove  a  contraction  of  the  pre- 
puce by  the  operation  of  circumcihon,  we 
were  completely  difappointed.  In  three 
of  thefe  the  operation  was  done  by  others. 
In  one  I  performed  it  myfelf.  But  al- 
though every  thing  was  done  in  all  of 
them  that  might  probably  render  them 
fuccefsful,  yet  they  all  failed,  and  after  a 
conhderable  time  fpent  in  trying  to  dilate 
the  newly-formed  itricture,  I  was,  in  two 
of  thefe  inftances,  obliged  to  perform  the 
operation  for  the  phymofis  in  the  ufual 
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way, by  making  a  longitudinal  cut  through 
all  the  remaining  part  of  the  preputium. 
In  one  the  ftricture  was  not  fo  confider- 
able  as  to  render  it  necefTary,  and  in  the 
other  the  patient  would  not  fubmit  to  it. 

Were  we  to  remove  the  prepuce  entire- 
ly, by  dhTecting  it  completely  away  from 
that  part  of  the  penis  where  it  begins  to 
be  formed  by  an  elongation  or  production 
i  of  the  Ikin,  the  operation  might  probably 
anfwer  our  expectation,  but  it  would  leave 
the  glans  altogether  uncovered,  which,  in 
thofe  who  have  been  accuftomed  to  have 
it  protected  with  the  prepuce,  is  apt  to  ex- 
cite very  difagreeable  fenfations.  Neither 
can  1  determine  with  certainty  whether  it 
would,  in  every  cafe,  anfwer  the  purpofe 
of  giving  complete  relief  or  not.  Where 
the  parts  are  previoufly  in  a  ftate  of  irri- 
tation, the  remaining  fkin  might  contract 
behind  the  glans,  fo  as  to  produce  fome 
degree  of  ftricture  :  at  leaft,  in  one  of  the 
four  cafes  to  which  I  allude,  a  very  con- 
siderable portion  of  the  prepuce  was  re- 
moved, and  yet  the  remainder  contracted 

in 
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in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  form  a  ftricture 
which  gave  much  diftrefs. 

Different  methods  have  been  propofed 
for  performing  the  operation  of  a  phymo- 
fis.  For  thefe  the  writers  on  chirurgical 
operations  muft  be  confulted,  but  the  ea- 
fieft,  and  perhaps  the  fimpleft  of  any,  is 
that  which  I  have  defcribed  in  the  Syliem 
of  Surgery  *,  in  which  the  incifion  is  made 
by  pafling  a  fharp  pointed  biftoury  along 
a  directory  between  the  prepuce  and  glans, 
and  having  pufhed  the  point  of  the  bif- 
toury  through  the  prepuce  near  to  where 
it  begins  to  form,  the  cut  is  completed  by 
drawing  the  inftrument  forward  j  in  which 
manner  it  is  done,  not  only  more  neatly, 
but  with  more  expedition,  and  with  much 
more  eafe  to  the  patient  than  in  the  ufual 
way  of  cutting  the  prepuce  from  before 
backwards.  In  this  manner  the  incifion 
is  made  at  different  ftrokes,  by  which  the 
cut  is  apt  to  be  ragged  and  unequal, 
whereas  in  the  other  it  is  done  at  once, 
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and  in  any  direction  that  the  operator 
may  incline. 

Some  advife  the  incifion  to  run  on  the 
fide  of  the  penis,  and  others  along  the 
back  of  it.  The  difference  in  general  is 
not  material,  but  the  former  appears  to 
me  to  be  preferable,  from  the  matter  ei- 
ther of  the  cut  itfelf,  or  of  concealed  chan- 
cres not  being  fo  apt  to  lodge  between  the 
prepuce  and  glans,  as  when  the  incifion  is 
made  on  the  back  of  the  penis.  It  is  pro- 
per, however,  to  obferve,  that  there  are 
two  circumftances,  which  in  this  opera- 
tion require  attention :  the  large  veins  of 
the  penis  mould  be  avoided,  and  when 
chancres  prevail,  the  cut  mould  run  as 
near  to  them  as  with  propriety  it  can  be 
made,  fo  as  to  admit  of  the  eafy  applica- 
tion of  proper  dreflings. 

In  the  conducl  of  the  cure  after  the 
operation,  we  mould  endeavour  to  prevent 
the  edges  of  the  divided  prepuce  from  ad- 
hering to  the  glans.  I  have  known  much 
inconvenience  produced  by  this  being 
overlooked,  and  it  is  eafily  prevented  by 
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a  fmall  pledgit  of  lint  being  inferted  be- 
tween the  prepuce  and  glans  at  each  dref- 

Paraphymofis  may  happen  either  from 
a  ftricture  of  the  prepuce,  from  a  fwelled 
Mate  of  the  glans  penis,  or  from  a  combi- 
nation of  both. 

When  it  appears  to  depend,  either  alto- 
gether or  chiefly,  on  a  contracted  ftate 
of  the  preputium,  the  fame  applications 
mould  be  made  to  it  which  have  been  ad- 
vifed  above  for  phymofis.  By  the  ufe  of 
warm  emollients,  the  ftricture,  when  in  a 
flight  degree,  may  be  fo  far  removed  as 
to  admit  of  the  prepuce  being  drawn  over 
it.  After  immerfing  the  penis  for  a  few 
minutes  in  warm  milk,  and  rubbing  the 
contracted  parts  with  any  emollient  oint- 
ment, we  may  fometimes  fucceed  by  ap- 
plying the  fore  and  middle  finger  of  each 
hand  behind  the  contracted  part  of  the 
prepuce,  and  pulling  it  gently  forward, 
while,  with  the  thumb  of  each  hand  pla- 
ced upon  the  glans,  we  pufh  it  firmly 
backward.    This  I  have  done  in  different 
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inftances,  which  otherwife  would  foon 
have  ended  in  ftri&ures  of  the  moft  con- 
firmed kind.  It  muft,  however,  be  con- 
ferred, that  it  is  only  in  the  commence- 
ment of  the  difeafe  that  this,  or  any  other 
manoeuvre  of  a  fimilar  kind,  will  fucceed; 
and  there  is  no  room  for  any  fuch  attempt 
when  the  difeafe  proceeds  from  a  tume- 
fied ft  ate  of  the  glans. 

When  the  difeafe  feems  either  to  arife 
from  an  enlarged  ftate  of  the  glans,  or 
partly  from  this  and  partly  from  ftridlure 
of  the  prepuce,  as  fometimes  happens,  we 
may  endeavour  to  relax  the  preputium  by 
rubbing  it  with  oil,  or  an  emollient  oint- 
ment },  but  in  fuch  circumftances  it  is  evi- 
dent that  the  application  of  emollients  to 
the  glans  would  rather  do  harm.  By  re- 
laxing the  parts  affected  they  would  in- 
creafe  the  fwelling.  Cold  aftringent  ap- 
plications prove  more  ufeful,  and  ought 
alone  to  be  advifed.  In  this  view,  cloths 
dipped  in  brandy,  vinegar,  and  cold  wa- 
ter, mould  be  applied  to  the  parts ;  alfo 
poultices,  with  crumb  of  bread,  and  a  fo- 
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lution  of  faccharum  faturni  in  vinegar 
and  water.  But  when  thefe  do  not  foon 
fucceed  in  reducing  the  fwelling,  we  are 
reduced  to  the  neceffity  of  removing  the 
ftricture  by  an  operation,  in  order  to  pre- 
vent the  acceilion  of  more  ferious  fymp- 
toms.  When  too  long  neglected  the  glans 
is  apt  to  mortify,  by  the  contraction  of 
the  prepuce  putting  a  ftop  to  the  circula- 
tion of  the  blood. 

This  operation  confifts  in  making  one 
or  more  incifions  into  the  contracted  edge 
of  the  preputium.  We  fometimes  fucceed 
by  making  two  or  three  fmall  cuts  in  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  ftricture  with  the  moul- 
der of  a  lancet.  They  mould  be  carried 
entirely  through  the  fkin  into  the  cellular 
fubftance,  for  when  they  bleed  freely, 
they  commonly  give  much  relief ;  but  it 
mull  be  admitted  that  thefe  fmall  inci- 
fions, however  numerous  they  may  be,  do 
not  prove  fo  certainly  effectual  as  a  (in- 
gle free  cut  carried  completely  through 
the  ftricture.  The  eaneft  method  of  do- 
ing this  is,  by  inhnuating  the  end  of  a  di- 
rector 
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rector  beneath  the  frri&ure,  and  cutting 
upon  it  with  a  fcalpel.  For  this  purpofe 
a  fhort  director  fhould  be  ufed,  with  the 
groove  open  at  the  extremity. 

The  incilion  does  not  require  any  par- 
ticular attention,  but  the  divided  veffels 
mould  be  allowed  to  bleed  freely.  This 
generally  lefTens  the  pain,  while  it  co-ope- 
rates along  with  the  removal  of  the  ftric- 
ture  to  carry  off  the  fwelling.  Lint, 
fpread  with  unguentum  faturnium,  makes 
the  beft  dreffing  for  the  fore. 

It  muft  be  remembered  that  we  are  now 
fuppofing  that  no  difeafe  exifts  in  the  con- 
ftitution.  When  either  of  thefe  difeafes 
are  conjoined  with  Lues  Venerea,  as  we 
often  find  to  be  the  cafe,  the  patient  can- 
not be  rendered  fafe,  nor  will  the  fores 
produced  by  the  operation  heal  without 
the  affiftance  of  a  courfe  of  mercury. 
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SECTION  XIII. 

Of  Warts  on  the  Glans  and  Prepuce,  and  La- 
bia Pudendi. 

THE  Glans,  Prepuce,  and  Labia  Pu- 
dendi, are  frequently  attacked  with 
warty  excrefcences  on  the  termination  of 
Gonorrhoea.  They  fometimes  appear  du- 
ring the  continuance  of  the  difcharge,  but 
more  commonly  at  the  end  of  it,  when 
the  patient  having  confidered  the  cure  as 
complete,  is  furprized  with  the  appearance 
of  this  new  fymptom. 

At  firft  they  appear  in  the  form  of  fmall 
points,  which  gradually  become  larger, 
and  frequently  fo  numerous  as  to  cover  a 
confiderable  part  of  the  penis.  In  men 
they  commonly  begin  immediately  behind 
the  glans,  and  extend,  in  the  form  of  a 
ring,  round  the  whole  penis,  near  to  the 
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junction  of  the  glans  and  prepuce.  They 
afterwards  appear  indifcriminately  on  all 
the  neighbouring  parts,  but  in  greater! 
number  upon  the  prepuce. 

In  fome  cafes  they  are  at  firfl  perceived 
in  the  urethra.  The  patient  complains  of 
an  obflruclion  to  the  flow  of  urine,  and 
on  feparating  the  lips  of  the  urethra,  a 
red,  florid  excrefcence  is  obferved  to  be 
the  caufe  of  it.  *I  have  alfo  met  with  this 
kind  of  production  in  the  urethra  of  wo- 
men. 

Thefe  warts  are  feldom  painful ;  never, 
unlefs  they  proceed  to  a  ftate  of  ulcera- 
tion, which,  when  they  do,  is  always  to 
be  conlidered  as  the  fault  of  the  patient. 
On  their  firft  appearance  they  are  always 
firm  and  entire,  but  when  they  become 
numerous,  if  they  be  not  regularly  cleaned, 
the  moifture  natural  to  thefe  parts  be- 
comes acrid,  and  renders  them  tender 5 
and  this  if  it  be  not  prevented  by  timeous 
affiftance,  foon  terminates  in  painful  ul- 
cers. 

Thefe  excrefcences  afliune  various 
forms.    For  the  moft  part  they  are  fingle, 
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and  pendulous,  with  narrow  necks,  but  in 
fome  inftances  they  have  broad  bafes  ; 
while,  in  others,  a  number  of  thefe  {mail- 
er warts  fprout  all  from  the  fame  root, 
and  form  excrefcences  of  unequal  cauli- 
flower kind  of  furfaces.  When  long  neglec- 
ted, as  often  happens  with  poor  people,  they 
fometimes  acquire  fuch  a  bulk  as  to  cover 
the  glans  entirely  ;  and  when  in  this  ftate 
they  become  ulcerated,  the  whole  mafs 
aflumes  fuch  a  difeafed  appearance,  as  with 
thofe  not  accuftomed  to  this  branch  of  bu- 
hnefs,  gives  a  fufpicion  of  their  being  can- 
cerous. Of  this  I  have  met  with  different 
inftances  5  where  the  penis,  after  being 
doomed  to  amputation,  has  been  faved  and 
the  warty  excrefcences  removed. 

It  is  difficult,  or  perhaps  impollible,  to 
afcertain  the  caufe  of  thefe  warts.  In 
fome  cafes  they  are  obvioufly  produced 
from  the  cuticle,  their  attachment  being 
fo  flight,  that  on  being  removed,  the  cutis 
vera  is  left  entire  :  in  others  they  pro- 
ceed from  the  (kin  itfelf,  but  I  never  ob- 
ferved  them  to  go  deeper  than  this. 

Whatever 
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Whatever  tends  to  excite  the  flow  of  an 
unufual  quantity  of  blood  to  the  penis, 
feems  to  create  a  difpofkion  in  thefe~parts 
to  the  formation  of  warts  :  hence  they 
fucceed  to  various  kinds  of  irritation.  We 
know  that  tliey  are  a  frequent  confequence 
of  the  venereal  irritation,  for  they  often 
fucceed  to  chancres ;  and  I  have  known 
them  in  different  inftances  proceed  from 
fimple  excoriation,  where  neither  Gonor- 
rhoea nor  Lues  Venerea  ever  exifted.  By 
whatever  caufe  irritation  is  produced  in 
the  prepuce  and  glans,  it  feems  to  excite 
a  difpohtion  in  the  fmall  blood  veffels  of 
the  parts  to  fprout  or  pullulate,  by  which 
thefe  warty  productions  appear  to  be  form- 
ed. 

As  warts  are  a  frequent  confequence  of 
chancres,  they  have  been  always  confi- 
dered  as  of  a  venereal  nature,  whether 
they  are  the  immediate  effe&s  of  chancre, 
Gonorrhoea,  or  any  other  caufe.  This  opi- 
nion, however,  is  by  no  means  well  found- 
ed. Warts  on  thefe  parts  may  no  doubt 
appear,  while  Lues  Venerea  exifts  in  the 

.   conftitution  ; 
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conftitution ;  and  in  fuch  inftances  mer- 
cury mut  be  given  before  a  permanent 
cure  can  be  obtained  :   But  in  a  great  pro- 
portion of  cafes,  at  leaf!  in  ninety-nine  of 
a  hundred,  they  appear  to  be  entirely  lo- 
cal ;  inibmuch  that  remedies  acting  only 
upon  the  conftitution  have  no  influence 
in  removing  them,  while  they,  for  the 
molt  part,  are  eafily  carried  off  by  a  va- 
riety of  applications,  which  act  folely 
upon  the  excrefcences  themfelves,  or  ra- 
ther upon  the  vefTels  by  which  they  are 
produced.    Nay,  thefe  warts  are  fo  evi- 
dently of  a  local  nature,  that  when  they 
occur  in  Lues  Venerea,   although  they 
are  apt  to  return  when  removed  while 
the  infection  exifts  in  the  fyftem,  yet  it 
is  equally  certain  that  this  difeafe  of  the 
habit  may  be  completely  eradicated  with- 
out any  effect  being  produced  upon  them. 
The  warts  which  fucceed  to  chancres 
commonly  remain  equally  firm  and  oblii- 
nate  after  mercury  has  been  given  as  they 
were  before,  and  are  to  be  removed  by 
the  fame  means  as  if  the  conftitution  had 

never 
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never  been  difeafed.  This,  I  may  obfervt, 
is  a  point  which  in  a  particular  manner 
merits  attention;  I  mean  of  all  practi- 
tioners not  daily  verfant  in  this  branch  of 
bufinefs ;  for  while  the  opinion  is  retain/ 
ed,  as  ft  ill  is  the  cafe  with  fome,  of  warts 
on  thefe  parts  being  in  moft  inftances 
connected  with  Lues  Venerea,  much  mif- 
chief  is  apt  to  be  done  by  a  great  deal  of 
mercury  being  given  where  no  advantage 
can  ever  enfue  from  it.  In  the  treatment 
of  warts,  I  have  known  the  conftitution 
almoft  ruined  by  one  courfe  of  mercury 
after  another,  without  any  effect  upon  the 
excrefcences,  and  which  were  afterwards 
eafily  and  fpeedily  removed  by  remedies 
applied  directly  to  the  parts  themfelves. 

I  have  mentioned  irritation  as  a  caufe 
of  thefe  excrefcences,  but  it  is  only  the 
flighter  kinds  of  it  that  feem  to  produce 
them.  They  often  fucceed  to  a  flight  de- 
gree of  inflammation,  but  I  have  never 
known  them  form  on  parts  highly  in- 
flamed :  on  the  contrary,  much  inflam- 
mation feems  to  deftroy  the  tendency  in 
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thefe  parts  to  the  production  of  warts,  in- 
fomuch,  that  our  mo  ft  effectual  remedies 
in  the  cure  of  warts  and  for  preventing-  a 
return  of  them,  are  fuch  as  always  excite 
a  good  deal  of  pain  and  inflammation. 
They  may  no  doubt  be  removed  more 
•quickly  with  a  fcalpel  or  fciffars,  or  by 
tying  ligatures  of  waxed  filk  round  them 
when  they  are  pendulous,  and  have  nar- 
row  necks;  but  they  are  more  apt  to 
return  when  removed  in  this  manner, 
than  when  deftroyed  with  cauftic,  unlefs 
fome  degree  of  inflammation  has  at  the 
fame  time  been  induced  upon  the  parts. 
Befldes,  ligatures  cannot  be  applied  to 
warts  with  a  broad  bafe,  which  they  fre- 
quently have  ;  and  few  patients  will  fub- 
mit  to  the  ufe  of  the  fcalpel  for  the  extir- 
pation of  numerous  warts,  which  in  fuch 
inftances  very  commonly  prevail. 

Inflammation,  for  the  purpofe  of  remov- 
ing warts,  might  be  excited  in  various 
ways ;  but  we  neceflarily  prefer  that  which 
is  eafieft  to  the  patient,  and  which  at  the 
fame  time  proves  moft  effectual,  We  fome- 

Vol.  I.  E  e  times, 
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times  fucceed  by  bathing  the  warts  and 
contiguous  parts  three  or  four  times  a- 
day  with  a  ftrong  follution  of  crude  fal 
ammoniac,  or  of  corrolive  fublimate.  And 
a  follution  of  mercury  in  fpirit  of  nitre  at 
the  fame  time  that  it  acts  upon  the  warts 
themfelves  as  a  cauftic,  feems  alfo,  by  ex- 
citing inflammation  in  the  veflels  of  the 
contiguous  parts,  \o  remove  or  deftroy  the 
difpofition  by  which  they  were  at  firft  pro- 
duced. Prefcriptions  are  given  for  theie 
folutions  in  the  Appendix,  Nos.  39,  40,  and 
41.  The  two  former  maybe  ufed  with 
freedom,  but  the  ftrength  of  the  latter' 
makes  it  neceflary  to  apply  it  with  more 
delicacy  and  attention.  The  parts  mould 
be  merely  moiflened  with  a  pencil  dipped 
in  it,  nor  mould  this  be  repeated  above 
once  in  two  or  three  days. 

Tincture  of  cantharides,  applied  in  this 
manner,  Ibmetimes  anfwers ;  but  we  find 
by  experience,  that  our  fuccefs  is  more 
certain  from  the  application  of  fuch  pow- 
ders as  irritate  and  inflame  the  fkin,  than 
from  the  ufe  of  the  lame  remedies  in  a  li- 
quid 
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quid  form.  Savine  in  fine  powder  is  one 
of  the  belt  for  common  ufe.  Common 
muftard,  whether  of  the  white  or  black 
kind,  likewife  anfwers ;  and  I  have  known 
the  powder  of  betony,  and  of  white  helle- 
bore, both  feparately,  and  mixed  in  equal 
quantities,  prove  fuccefsful. 

If  the  warts  and  Ikin  lying-  between 
them  be  fprinkled  over  with  any  of  thefe 
daily,  a  mfficient  degree  of  inflammation 
is,  for  the  mod  part,  foon  induced,  and  we 
know  that  it  has  gone  far  enough  when 
fome  of  the  fmalleft  begin  to  fhrivel  and 
drop  off'.  At  this  time  we  mould  there- 
fore defift  from  any  farther  ufe  of  the  pow- 
der, always  taking  care  to  renew  it  from 
time  to  time,  if  the  inflammation  fubfides 
before  the  excrefcences  are  entirely  remov- 
ed. In  a  few  inftances,  the  warts  fprout 
up  again  after  they  may  have  appeared  to 
be  entirely  gone.  When  this  takes  place,  the 
powder  mould  again  be  applied  over  the 
whole  feat  of  the  difeafe,  and  continued  till 
fuch  a  degree  of  inflammation  is  induced  as* 
the  patient  can  eafily  bear;  nor  will  they 
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be  apt  to  return  again,  if  the  parts  at  this 
fecond  application  of  the  remedy  have 
been  made  to  inflame  fufficiently. 

Thefe  powders,  even  in  a  Ample  unmix- 
ed ftate,  very  feldom  fail,  but  in  fome 
the  warts  are  fo  firm,  and  the  fkin  of  the 
prepuce  fo  thick  and  corrugated,  that 
powders  of  a  more  powerfully  irritating 
nature  are  required.  In  fuch  cafes  a 
fmall  proportion  of  red  precipitate,  fine- 
ly levigated,  being  added  to  the  pulvis 
fabinae,  commonly  anfwers.  Calomel 
fometimes  proves  effectual,  whether  ufed 
by  itfelf,  or  mixed  with  any  of  thefe  pow- 
ders y  and  a  powder  compofed  of  equal 
parts  of  alumen  uftum  and  mercurius  pre-- 
cipitatus  ruber,  feldom  fails. 

Even  when  warts  are  feated  in  the  en- 
trance of  the  urethra,  they  may  be  treated 
in  this  manner,  at  leaft  I  have  often  re- 
moved them  in  this  fituation  by  the  appli- 
cation of  thefe  powders,  and  I  never  knew 
them  do  harm.  In  one  inftance  when  the 
wart  was  farther  up  the  urethra  than 

ufual« 
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ufual,  the  excrefcence  was  completely  re- 
moved by  the  pulvis  fabinae  alone,  but  a 
conliderable  degree  of  pain  was  induced 
by  it,  which  ended  in  a  very  copious 
puriform  difcharge.  The  urethra  became 
tender  and  inflamed,  through  its  whole 
length,  and  the  running  having  all  the 
appearance  of  matter  of  Gonorrhoea,  I 
fufpe&ed  that  a  new  infection  had  been 
communicated.  My  patient,  however, 
allured  me  that  this  could  not  poilibly  be 
the  cafe,  as  he  had  not  for  many  months 
had  any  connection  with  women,  and 
there  was  no  caufe  to  doubt  his  aflertion. 
The  tunning  continued  for  the  lpace  of 
two  or  three  weeks,  with  all  the  fymptoms 
of  a  common  clap,  and  was  cured  precife- 
ly  in  the  fame  manner,  by  the  ufe  of  af- 
tringent  injections. 
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SECTION  XIV, 

Of  Gonorrhoea  Simplex, 

J  Have  endeavoured  in  different  parts  of 
this  work  to  mew  that  the  difcharge 
in  Gonorrhoea  Virulenta  is  the  effect  of 
inflammation  excited  in  the  urethra  and 
contiguous  parts  by  the  matter  of  infec- 
tion being  applied  to  them.  In  the  end 
of  the  preceding  lection  a  cafe  is  mention- 
ed, in  which  fymptoms  exactly  fimilar  to 
thofe  of  Gonorrhoea  Virulenta  arofe  from 
the  application  of  an  irritating  powder  to 
the  urethra  j  and  there  is  reafon  to  fup- 
pofe  that  they  may  at  any  time  be  indu- 
ced by  whatever  excites  inflammation  in 
any  part  of  that  membrane,  A  puriform 
difcharge  from  the  urethra  induced  in 
this  manner,  and  without  any  connection 

with 
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with  an  infected  perfon,  may  be  denomi- 
nated Gonorrhoea  Simplex. 

We  have .  already  had  oc carl 011  to  fee, 
that  a  difcharge  frequently  occurs  in  fe- 
males, ufually  termed  fluor  albus,  which, 
in  particular  circumftances,  very  much  re- 
fembles  Gonorrhoea  Virulenta  *. 

In  men,  we  often  meet  with  a  difeafe 
exactly  limilar  to  this  ;  where  a  copious 
difcharge  of  matter  takes  place  from  the 
■urethra,  attended  with  a  fcalding  heat  ki 
voiding  urine,  as  well  as  with  other  fymp- 
toms  of  Gonorrhoea,  and  where  there  is 
no  fufpicion  of  infection  being  communi- 
cated. 

Practitioners  mould  at  all  times  be 
aware  of  this,  particularly  the  younger 
part  of  the  profeilion,  who  are  apt  to  fup- 
pofe  that  every  difcharge  of  matter  from 
the  genitals,  efpecially  in  men,  arifes  from 
the  venereal  difeafe :  But  although  this  is 
undoubtedly  true  in  a  great  proportion  of 
cafes,  yet  every  practitioner  of  experience 
muft  have  met  with  inftances  of  the  re- 
verfe,  and  in  which  the  reputation  of  the 

E  e  4  moO: 
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mofh  -virtuous   people  might  have  been 
ruined,  had  the  diftindtion  that  we  are  now 
eonndering  been  overlooked.    I  have  met 
with  different   inftances  of  men  newly- 
married  being  feized  with  this  fymptom,in 
fome  of  which,  although  there  was  at  nrft 
much  caufe  for  fufpicion  on  the  part  of 
the  hufband,  yet  on  being  informed  by  a 
perfon  in  whom  they  placed  confidence 
that  this   kind  of  running  is  a  frequent 
effect  of  other  caufes,  and  that  the  dis- 
charge which    had   newly  taken  place, 
would   probably    mew,   by  its  ending 
more  quickly  than  Gonorrhoea  Virulenta 
ufually  does,  that  it  was  of  a  different 
nature,  they  foon  become  lefs  anxious,  and 
at  lafl  were  convinced  of  their  fears  be- 
ing groundlefs. 

In  like  manner,  I  have  in  different  in- 
stances been  confulted  by  women,  who, 
on  finding  their  hufband' s  linen  ftained 
with  matter,  have  fancied  that  they  them- 
felves  have  been  injured  by.  them ;  and  the 
imagination  being  once  affected,  we  all 
know  how  difficult  it  is  in  fuch  matters  to 

fet 
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fet  it  right.    Some  time  ago  I  was  cpn- 
fulted  by  a  lady  in  this  fituation,  who, 
from  the  caufe  that  I  have  mentioned,  had 
long  been  reduced  to  a  ftate  of  the  great- 
eft  diftrefs  and  mifery.    Her  mind  was  in 
the  firft  place  deeply  affected  with  the 
fuppofed  mifconduct  of  her  hufband  ;  and 
me  was  fully  convinced  that  me  herfelf 
laboured  under   almoft  every  fymptom 
which  attends  the  venereal  difeafe.  To 
this  fhe  was  in  a  great  meafure  led,  by 
the  opinion  of  a  midwife,  who  unfortu- 
nately informed  her,  that  from  much  ex- 
perience in  matters  of  this  kind,  me  was 
convinced  that  fhe  was  poxed,  and  defired 
her  to  apply  to  me.    Inftead  of  this,  me 
put  herfelf  under  the  care  of  one  at  a  di- 
ftance  from  town,  in  the  place  where  me 
refided,  and  who,  from  not  having  much  ex- 
perience in  matters  of  this  kind,  was  eafily 
induced  to  believe  that  fymptoms  took 
place,  which  did  not  exift  but  in  the  imagi- 
nation of  his  patient.  There  was  no  external 
markof  difeafe;  but  me  complained  of  pains 
in  her  bones,  of  fevere  pains  in  the  parts  of 

generation 


426        Of  Gonorrhoea  Simplex.      Ch.  III. 


generation  and  loins  \  uneafinefs  in  the 
nofe,  throat,  &c.  In  fhort,  me  had  peru- 
fed  a  modern  treatife  on  the  Lues  Vene- 
rea, by  which  fhe  had  become  acquainted 
with  the  fymptoms  of  that  difeafe,  almoft 
all  of  which  (lie  now  imagined  that  me  la- 
boured under. 

A  complete  courfe  of  mercury,  befideg 
a  variety  of  other  medicines,  were  given 
in  the  country,  but  no  advantage  being 
derived  from  them,  the  patient  came  un- 
der my  care,  when  at  once  it  appeared 
that  fhe  was  difeafed  in  imagination  only  j 
for  I  did  not  find,  on  the  mofl  minute  in- 
quiry, that  any  fymptom  of  Lues  Venerea 
had  exifledfrom  the  fir  ft.  She  acknow- 
ledged, that  at  different  times,  both  be- 
fore and  after  marriage,  fhe  had  been 
much  diflrefled  with  rluor  albus  ;  but  this 
was  the  only  difeafe  of  which  fhe  ever 
complained  ;  and  it  never  was  of  long 
continuance. 

I  endeavoured  to  convince  her  that  flic 
was  perfectly  found,  that  me  never  had 
rhe  difeafe,  and  that  the  matter  which  fhe 

had 
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had  feen  On  her  hulband's  linen,  and  which 
was  the  only  foundation  of  her  fufpicion, 
was  either  produced  by  his  connection 
with  her  while  me  was  diftreffed  with 
fluor  albus,  or  by  fome  other  caufe  of  a 
nature  equally  innocent.    All  this,  how- 
ever, would  have  proved  ineffectual,  but 
I  luckily  had  an  argument  in  my  power 
which  brought  conviction  along  with  it, 
and  which,  in  the  courfe  of  a  few  days, 
made  all  her  fymptoms  vanifh,  which 
otherwife  might  have  been  of  the  molt 
permanent  nature.  At  the  very  time  when 
fhe  mfpeded  her  hufband  to  have  given 
her  the  infection,  he  had  confulted  me  by 
letters,  which  I  preferved,  in  which  he 
expreffed  his  aftonifhment  at  the  fudden 
appearance  of  a  difcharge  of  matter  from 
the  urethra,  accompanied  with  heat  and 
uneafmefs  along  the  whole  courfe  of  the 
pafiage  from  the  glans  to  the  bladder.  He 
never  had  been  infe&ed  with  Gonorrhoea, 
and  having  had  no  connection  with  any 
other  woman  than  his  wife,  of  whom  he 
could  not  entertain  the  leaf!  fufpicion,  he 
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concludes  his  fir  ft   letter  by  inquiring 
whether  or  not  fuch  fymptoms  ever  origi- 
nate from  other  caufes  than  intercourfe 
with  an  infe&ed  perfon,  and  at  the  fame 
time  wifhed  that  fuch  medicines  might  be 
fent  him  as  would  as  quickly  as  poilib  e 
put  a  flop  to  the  difcharge.    In  my  an- 
fwer  to  this,  which  I  alfo  preferred,  I  men- 
tioned feveral  caufes  by  which  a  difcharge 
from  the  urethra  may  be  excited,  and  ef- 
pecially  the  effecf  of  repeated  intercourfe 
with  women  labouring  under  fluor  albus 
where  the  difcharge  is  acrid.    I  at  the 
fame  time  fent  him  an  aft ringent  injec- 
tion, defiring  that  it  might  be  ufed  if 
the  difcharge  did   not   foon  difappear. 
In  a  fubfequent  letter  he  informed  me, 
that  he  had  been   perfectly  convinced 
by  my  account  of  it  that  his  difeafe 
was  of  an  innocent  nature  5  and  as  a  proof 
of  it  he  mentioned,  that  it  went  entirely 
off  in  the  courfe  of  eight  or  ten  days, 
without  the  injection,  or  any  other  reme- 
dy, being  employed.    A  fight  of  this  cor- 
respondence, which  1  was  enabled  to  ftiew, 

could 
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could  alone  remove  the  diftrefs  with  which 
my  patient  had  long  been  tormented. 

I  have  fince  that  period  had  oecafion  to 
know  that  her  hufband  has  at  different 
times  had  a  return  of  the  difcharge  from 
the  urethra,  in  fome  inftances  from  expo- 
fure  to  much  cold,  fatigue,  or  wetnefs, 
and  repeatedly  from  connection  with  his 
wife  when  (he  laboured  under  fluor  albus. 

This  happened  with  a  patient  who  ne- 
ver before  had  any  difcharge  from  the  ure- 
thra v  but  a  running  is  more  particularly 
apt  to  occur  from  this  caufe  where  Go- 
norrhoea Virulenta  has  frequently  taken 
place  before.  I  know  many  who  uniform- 
ly experience  a  return  of  the  difcharge  on 
being  expofed  to  much  bodily  fatigue; 
particularly  much  riding  on  horfeback, 
or  jolting  in  a  carriage  on  a  rough  road  mP 
on  their  being  overheated  with  wine,  or 
having  more  connection  than  ufual  even 
with  found  women. 

The  irritation  excited  in  the  urethra  by 
a  ftone  in  the  bladder  will,  in  fome  in- 
ftances, induce  a  very  copious  difcharge 

of 
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of  matter.  When  this  takes  place  from 
the  bladder  itfelf,  the  matter  comes  off 
mixed  with  the  urine,  and  in  no  other 
manner ;  but  when  it  proceeds  from  the 
urethra  only,  as  often  happens,  it  aflumes 
all  the  appearances  of  Gonorrhoea  Viru- 
lenta,  and  paffes  off  whether  any  exertions 
be  made  to  empty  the  bladder  or  not. 

We  are  led  to  underftand,  that  people 
who  are  much  employed  in  working  a- 
mong  the  warmer  kinds  of  fpices  are  very 
liable  to  a  fcalding  in  making  water  ac- 
companied with  a  difcharge  of  purulent- 
like  matter  from  the  urethra.  It  is  parti- 
cularly apt  to  occur  in  thofe  who  work 
chiefly  among  Cayenne  pepper  :  Nay,  it 
has  been  known  to  happen  from  a  perfoa 
carrying  this  article  about  with  him  even 
for  the  fpace  of  a  few  hours. 

The  mod  frequent  caufe  of  ftrichires  in 
the  urethra  is  Gonorrhoea  Virulenta  ,  but 
they  alfo  occur  from  other  caufes.  The;, 
have  been  met  with  in  all  periods  of  life, 
even  where  patients  have  never  had  any 

previous 
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previous  difcharge  from  theurethra.  They 
are  particularly  apt  to  occur  in  people 
advanced  in  years,  1  etwetn  the  fixtiet}* 
and  feventieth  year  of  age,  and  fomctim.es 
later.  A  perfoa  who  in  his  youth  has 
fuffered  much  with  Gonorrhoea  Vimlenta, 
is  very  liable  to  be  attacked  about  this 
period  with  ftriclures  in  the  urethra,  hut 
they  likewife  happen,  as  I  have  obferved 
above,  where  no  caufe  of  this  kind  can  be 
traced  \  and  in  whatever  way  they  are 
induced,  they  are  very  conftantly  attend- 
ed with  a  plentiful  difcharge  of  purulent- 
like  matter, 

In  fome,  thefe  ftriclures  have  been  at- 
tended with  fucha  concurrence  of  circum- 
itances,  fo  fimilar  to  thofe  which  occur  in 
Gonorrhoea,  that  the  belt  practitioners 
have  at  firft  been  deceived  with  them. 
Where  the  irritation  in  the  urethra  has 
been  considerable,  fympathetic  fwellings 
have  occurred  in  the  glands  of  the  groin  3 
and  one  or  both  tefticles  have  fwelled 
from  the  tame  caufe*- 
-    '  '  It 
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It  is  generally  known,  that  a  difcharge 
may  at  any  time  be  excited  from  the  ure- 
thra, by  the  ufe  of  ftimulating  bougies. 
This  has  in  different  inftances  been  put 
in  practice,  where  violent  pain  and  other 
fymptoms  have  been  induced  by  the  fud- 
den  ftoppage  of  the  difcharge  in  Gonor- 
rhoea, but  it  has  alfo  been  advifed  for  the 
fame  purpofe,  that  is,  for  exciting  a  dif- 
charge of  matter  merely  for  the  removal 
of  pain,  where  neither  Gonorrhoea  nor  any 
venereal  fymptom  had  ever  taken  place  ; 
and  it  has  never  failed  when  the  ftimulus 
is  of  a  fufBcient  ftrength  of  being  attend- 
ed with  this  effect. 

We  are  informed  by  authors,  that  gout 
has  in  fome  inftances  been  productive  of 
a  difcharge  of  puriform  matter  from  the 
urethra  j  and  I  have  not  a  doubt  of  its 
happening  in  rheumatifm.  Of  this  I  have 
met  with  different  well-marked  inftances, 
where  a  flow  of  matter  from  the  urethra 
has  alternated  with  pains  in  the  knees, 
and  other  large  joints;  and  among  labour- 
ing 
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ing  people  accuftomed  to  work  much  in 
water,  fuch  as  ditchers,  this  kind  of  dis- 
charge is  by  no  means  unfrequent. .  A 
patient  of  mine,  who  annually  takes  a 
great  deal  of  exercife  in  following  game, 
is  always  feized  with  a  difcharge  of  mat- 
ter from  the  urethra  when  he  goes  in 
fearch  of  ducks,  by  which  his  feet  and  legs 
are  kept  immerfed  in  water  for  feverai 
days  together. 

Other  caufes  might  be  mentioned,  by 
which  a  difcharge  from  the  urethra  is  at 
times  produced,  in  every  refpecl:  fimilar 
to  the  matter  of  Gonorrhoea  Virulenta, 
but  thefe  are  fufficient  to  mow  that  it 
may  frequently  occur  from  caufes  of  the 
moft  innocent  nature,  and  in  perfons  en- 
tirely blamelefs.  Of  this,  all  who  have 
done  much  bunnefs  in  this  branch  of  prac- 
tice will  be  eaiily  convinced,  as  inftanoes 
of  it  are  often  met  with  ;  but  the  diftrefs 
which  the  want  of  difcrimination  in  mat- 
ters of  this  kind  is  apt  to  excite,  is  often 
fo  great,  not  to  individuals  alone,  but  to 
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the  families  with  which  they  are  connect- 
ed j  and  I  have  happened  to  meet  with  lb 
many  diftrefsful  occurrences  of  this  kind, 
which  might  eafily  have  been  prevented, 
that  I  judged  it  proper  in  this  particular 
manner  to  fpeak  of  it. 

The  fact  beine:  eftablimed,  that  all  the 
ufual  fymptoms  of  Gonorrhoea  Virulenta 
may  be  excited  by  a  variety  of  cauies, 
may  be  confidered  as  an  additional  proof 
of  the  matter  of  Lues  Venerea,  and  of 
that  difeafe  being  different;  for  although 
the  matter  produced  by  thefe  caufes  is  fo 
fimiiar  to  that  of  Gonorrhoea  from  impure 
coition,  that  the  one  cannot  be  diftinguifh- 
ed  from  the  other,  yet  no  perfon  ever  ima- 
gined that  the  fymptoms  of  Lues  Venerea 
could  be  produced  by  any  of  thefe,  nor 
by  any  caufe  whatever  but  the  abforption 
of  the  matter  of  that  difeafe. 

It  may  alfo  be  remarked,  that  this  opi- 
nion of  the  difference  between  thefe  two 
difeafes  is  farther  confirmed  by  the  method 

of 
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of  cure  being  in  Gonorrhoea  the  fame,  what- 
ever may  have 'been  the  caufe  of  the  dis- 
charge. Whether  the  matter  difcharged 
from  the  urethra  be  excited  by  infection 
communicated  by  a  perfon  labouring  under 
Gonorrhoea  Virulenta,  or  by  any  of  the 
caufes  of  Gonorrhoea  Simplex  that  I  have 
enumerated,  the  method  of  cure  mould  not 
be  varied.  It  is  true,  that  the  latter  will 
for  the  molt  part  difappear,  whether  any 
remedy  be  employed  for  it  or  not ;  but 
this  will  alfo  happen  with  Gonorrhoea  Vi- 
rulenta. A  cure,  however,  will  be  obtain- 
ed much  more  fpeedily  by  a  timeous  and 
proper  ufe  of  injections  than  in  any  other 
manner ;  and  if  this  is  admitted  in  one 
variety  of  the  difeafe,  it  will  be  found 
equally  applicable  in  the  other.  So  far, 
indeed,  as  my  obfervation  goes,  the  dif- 
charge  in  Gonorrhoea  Simplex  is  not  more 
readily  affected  by  the  internal  exhibi- 
tion of  medicines  than  we  have  fhewn 
it  to  be  in  Gonorrhoea  Virulenta ;  while 
a  proper  application  of  an  aftringent  in- 
F  f  2  jection 
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jedtiqn  very  feldom  fails  to  remove  it. 
When,  however,  it  feems  either  to  depend 
upon  general  debility,  or  to  be  much  con- 
nected with  a  relaxed  ftate  of  the  fyftern, 
we  find  from  experience  that  cold  bath- 
ing, and  whatever  tends  to  reftore  the 
lofs  of  tone  that  has  taken  place,  proves 
more  obvioufly  ufeful  here  than  in  Gonor- 
rhoea Virulenta, 


SEC- 
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SECTION  XV. 

Farther  Proofs  of  the  Difference  between  Gc- 
norrhoea  Virulent  a  and  Lues  Venerea. 

"¥T  was  not  my  intention  to  enter  again 
A  on  the  confideration  of  this  queftion, 
as  to  me  it  appeared  that  the  difference 
between  the  two  difeafes  was  completely 
proved  and  ertablilhed ;  but  for  the  fatis- 
faction  of  others  who  may  not  be  fo  fully 
convinced  of  this,  I  think  it  right,  in  a 
point  of  fuch  importance,  to  give  a  detail 
of  fome  interefting  experiments,  which  I 
have  lately  received  with  regard  to  it, 
and  which,  if  any  farther  proofs  of  the 
opinion  which  I  wim  to  eftablifh  were 
fuppofed  to  be  wanting,  will  probably  be 
conudered  as  fufficient.  They  ought  im-  ' 
mediately  to  have  followed  the  feclion 
allotted  to  this  part  of  the  fubject  \  but  I 
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did  not  receive  them  till  it  came  to  be 
known  that  a  new  edition  of  the  prefent 
work  was  far  advanced,  fo  that  I  was  obli- 
ged to  referve  them  for  a  feparate  fee- 
tion. 

On  a  fubjec~t  fuch  as  this,  the  names  of 
thofe  by  whom  thefe  experiments  were 
conducted  cannot  be  mentioned,  but  I  am 
perfonally  acquainted  with  all  of  them. 
My  friend  Dr  Duncan  I  believe  faw  the 
progrefs  of  fome  of  them.  1  know  that  all 
which  they  relate  may  with  certainty  be 
relied  on,  and  I  give  them  nearly  in  their 
own  words. 

One  of  the  gentlemen  obferves,  "  My 
experiments  were  made  a  good  many  years 
ago,  and  were  meant  to'form  the  fubjecl 
of  a  paper  for  a  medical  fociety  of  which 
I  am  a  member.  I  had  no  theory  to  fup- 
port,  nor  no  other  view  in  making  them, 
than  to  fupport  the  opinion  at  that  time 
generally  received  among  practitioners, 
namely,  that  Lues  Venerea  and  Gonor- 
rhoea Virulenta,  are  one  and  the  fame  dif- 

eafe. 
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eafe;  arLfing  from  the  ..fame  matter  of 
contagion,  acting  in  a  different  manner 
on  different  furfaces.  I  was  foon,  how- 
ever, convinced,  by  the  very  diftrefsfui 
and  unexpected  event  of  my  experiments, 
of  the  fallacy  of  this  opinion. 

"  Matter  was  taken  upon  the  point  of  a 
probe,  from  a  chancre  on  the  glans  penis, 
before  any  application  was  made  to  it, 
and  completely  introduced  into  the  ure- 
thra, expecting  thereby  to  produce  Go- 
norrhoea. For  the  rirft  eight  days,  I  felt 
no  kind  of  uneafinefs ;  but  about  this  pe- 
riod, I  wras  attacked  with  pain  in  palling 
water.  On  dilating  the  urethra  as  much 
as  pofllble,  nearly  the  whole  of  a  large 
chancre  wTas  difcovered,  and  in  a  few  days 
thereafter  a  bubo  formed  in  each  groin. 
No  difcharge  took  place  from  the  urethra, 
during  the  whole  courfe  of  the  difeafe, 
but  another  chancre  was  foon  perceived 
in  the  oppofke  fide  of  the  urethra,  and 
red  precipitate  was  applied  to  it  as  w^ell 
as  to  the  other,  by  means  of  a  probe  pre- 

F  f  4  vioufly 
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vioufly  moiftened  for  the  purpofe.  Mer- 
curial ointment  was  at  the  fame  time  rub- 
bed on  the  outride  of  each  thigh,  by  which 
a  profufe  falivation  was  excited.  The 
buboes,  which,  till  then,  had  continued  to 
increafe,  became  ftationary,  and  at  laft 
difappeared  entirely  ;  the  chancres  be- 
came clean,  and  by  a  due  continuance  of 
mercury  a  complete  cure  at  laft  was  ob- 
tained. " 

The  next  experiment  was  made  with 
the  matter  of  Gonorrhoea  ;  a  portion  of 
which  was  introduced  between  the  pre- 
puce and  glans,  and  allowed  to  remain 
there  without  being  difturbed.  In  the 
courfe  of  the  fecond  day,  a  flight  degree 
of  inflammation  was  produced,  fucceeded 
by  a  difcharge  of  matter,  which  in  the 
courfe  of  two  or  three  days  difappeared. 

The  fame  experiment  was,  by  the  fame 
gentleman,  repeated  once  and  again,  after 
rendering  the  parts  tender  to  which  the 
matter  of  Gonorrhoea  was  applied,  but  no 
chancre  ever  enfued  from  it. 

Two 
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Two  young  gentlemen,  while  profecut- 
ing  the  fmdy  of  medicine,  became  anxi- 
ous to  afcertain  the  point  in  queftion; 
with  which  view  they  refolved  on  making 
the  following  experiments,  at  a  time  when 
neither  of  them  had  ever  laboured  under 
either  Gonorrhoea  or  Syphilis,  and  both 
in  thefe  and  in  the  preceding  experiments, 
the  matter  of  infection  was  taken  from 
patients  who  had  never  made  ufe  of  mer- 
cury. 

A  fmall  doflil  of  lint  foaked  in  the  mat- 
ter of  Gonorrhoea,  was  bv  each  of  them 
inferted  between  the  prepuce  and  glans, 
and  allowed  to  remain  on  the  fame  fpot 
for  the  fpace  of  twenty-four  hours.  From 
this  they  expected  that  chancres  would  be 
produced ;  but  in  the  one  a  very  fevere 
degree  of  inflammation  enfued  over  the 
whole  glans  and  preputium,  giving  all  the 
appearances  of  what  is  ufually  termed 
Gonorrhoea  Spuria ;  a  confiderable  quan- 
tity of  foetid  matter  was  difcharged  from 
the  furface  of  the  inflamed  parts,  and  for 
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ieveral  days,  he  had  reafon  to  fear,  that 
an  operation  would  be  neceflary  for  the 
removal  of  a  paraphimofis.  By  the  ufe 
of  faturnine  poultaces,  however,  laxatives, 
and  low  diet,  the  inflammation  abated, 
the  difcharge  ceafed,  no  chancres  took 
place,  and  he  foon  got  entirely  well. 

The  other  -gentleman  was  not  fo  for- 
tunate. The  external  inflammation,  in- 
deed, was  flight,  but  by  the  matter  find- 
ing accefs  to  the  urethra,  he  on  the  fe- 
cond  day  was  attacked  with  a1  fevere  de- 
gree of  Gonorrhoea,  which  continued  for 
a  confiderable  time  to  give  him  a  great 
deal  of  diftrefs,  nor  did  he  for  upwards 
of  a  year  get  entirely  free  of  it. 

By  this  he  was  convinced  of  the  impru- 
dence and  hazard  of  ail  fuch  experiments ; 
nor  could  he  be  prevailed  on  to  carry 
them  farther,  although  they  were  keenly 
profecuted  by  his  friend  ;  who  foon  af- 
ter the  inflammation  arifing  from  his  firfr. 
experiment  was  removed,  inierted  the  mat- 
ter of  Gonorrhoea  on  the  point  of  a  lan- 
cet 
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cet  beneath  the  fkin  of  the  preputium, 
and  likewife  into  the  fubftance  of  the 
glans  ;  but  although  this  was  repeated 
three  different  times  no  chancres  enfued. 
A  flight  degree  of  inflammation  was  ex- 
cited, but  it  foon  difappeared  without  any 
thing  being  done  for  it.  His  laft  experi- 
ment was  attended  with  more  ferious  con- 
fequences.  The  matter  of  a  chancre  was 
inferted  on  the  point  of  a  probe  to  the 
depth  of  a  quarter  of  an  inch,  or  more, 
in  the  urethra.  No  fymptom  of  Gonor- 
rhoea enfued ;  but  in  the  courfe  of  five  or 
fix  days  a  painful  inflammatory  chancre 
was  perceived  on  the  fpot  to  which  the 
matter  was  applied.  To  this  fucceeded  a 
bubo,  which  ended  in  fuppuration,  not- 
withstanding the  immediate  application 
of  mercury,  and  the  fore  arifing  from 
this  proved  both  painful  and  tedious  :  Ul- 
cers were  at  laft  perceived  in  the  throat, 
nor  was  a  cure  obtained  till  a  very  large 
quantity  of  mercury  was  given  under 
a  ftate  of  clofe  confinement  for  a  period 
of  thirteen  weeks. 

I 
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I  have  thus  been  enabled  to  adduce  the 
moft  decifive  proof  that  can  be  wifhed 
for,  of  the  difference  between  the  matter 
of  Gonorrhoea  and  Syphilis,  and  to  fhew 
that  while  the  matter  of  Syphilis  excites 
chancres,  even  when  applied  to  the  fecret- 
ing  furface  of  the  urethra,  and  that  thefe 
again  contaminate  the  conftitution,  yet 
that  the  matter  of  Gonorrhoea  cannot  be 
made  to  produce  chancres,  or  any  fymptom 
of  difeafe  in  the  fyftem. 
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THIS  Appendix  contains  formulae  of 
injections  and  other  remedies  for 

Gonorrhoea,  enumerated  in  the  preceding 
work. 


No.  i.  ft.  Hydrargyr.  muriat.  mit.  vulgo, 
Calomel.  pp«.  3  ii. 
Mucilag.  gum  Arab.  3  ii.  M.  et 

adde 
Aq.  rofar.  5  iv. 

No.  2.  ft.  Calomel.  pptt.  3  ii. 

Balfam.  copaib.  3  i. 

Vitell.  ovi,  $fs.   M.  et  adde 

paulatim 
Aq.  rofar.  3  iv. 

No.  3. 
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No.  3.         Hydrargyr.  purif.  3  ii. 

Mucilag.  Arab.  S  ii.  M.  S.  A, 

et  adde 
Aq.  deftillat.  3  iv. 

Thefe  formulae  of  mercurial  injections 
feem  to  act,  as  I  have  elfewhere  obferved, 
altogether  as  aftringents.  They  excite 
little  or  no  irritation,  and  when  they  prove 
fuccefsful,  they  commonly  do  fo  in  the 
fpace  of  a  day  or  two.  In  all  of  them  the 
mixture  requires  to  be  fhaked  when  ufed ; 
for,  even  with  the  affiftance  of  mucilage, 
the  mercury  fub fides  fo  quickly  that  fcarce- 
ly  any  of  it  w;ll  enter  the  fyringe  if  this 
precaution  be  omitted, 

Inftead  of  mucilage,  prefcribed  in  No.  3* 
1  have  fometimes  employed  honey.  This 
proves  more  expeditious  for  extinguiming 
the  mercury,  but  the  injection  prepared 
with  it  excites  more  pain.  Whether  mu- 
cilage or  honey  be  employed  the  mercury 
fiiould  be  very  completely  triturated. 


No.  4. 
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No.  4.    I*.  Lap.  calamin.  pptt.  ^  ii. 

Balfam.  copaib.  3  i.  • 
Mucilag.  Arab.  I  ii.   M.  S.  A. 

et  adde 
Aq.  fontan.  5  iv. 

No.  5.        Lap.  tutise,  ppt*.  ^  ii. 

Mucilag.  Arab.  5  ii.  M.  et  adde 
Aq.  fontan.  giv. 

No.  6.    &.  Lap.  calam.  pp*^.  5  iv. 

Camphor,  in  pauxil.  fpirit.  vin. 

reel:,  folut.  §  i. 
Mucilag.  Arab.  §iv.  M.  et  adde 
Aq.  fontan.  ft  vi. 
Ut  fiat  injectio. 

In  No.  4.  the  quantity  of  aftringent 
earth  is  fo  fmall,  that  it  may  be  well  mix- 
ed with  the  liquid  at  the  time  of  ufing  it, 
but  in  Nos.  5,  and  6.  where  there  is  a 
greater  proportion  of  earth,  after  making 
the  phial,  it  mould  be  allowed  to  fubfide 
for  the  fpace  of  a  minute  before  filling  the 
fyringe.  In  this  manner  the  finer  par- 
ticles only  of  the  ea^th  are  thrown  into 

the 
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the  urethra  ;  and  it  commonly  proves  as 
effe&ual  as  when  the  whole  of  it  is  ufed. 

No.  7.    5,.  Alumen.  3  ifs.  0 
Solve  in  aq.  diftillat.  3"  viii. 

No.  8.        Cortic.  quercus,  5*  i. 

Coq.  in  aq.  fontan.  5  xx.  ad 

I  xvi.    Colaturse,  adde 
Pulv.  alumen.  5  ii. 

No.  9.         Gall,  quercus  contuf.  Ii, 

Coq.  in  aq.  fontan.  §  xxx.  a«£ 

5  xx.    Cola,  et  adde 
Pulv.  alumen.  3  iii. 

"No.  10.       Kin.  pulv.  3  ii. 

Mucilag.  Arab,  f  i.  M.  in  mor- 

tario,  et  adde 
Aq.  font.  bul.  fx. 

No.  11.  B>.  Kin.  pulv.  3  ii. 

Pulv.  alumen.  3  i. 
Opii.  9ii. 

Mucilag.  Arab.  Ii.  M.  et  adde 
.Aq.  fontan.  bul.  I  x. 

No.  10. 
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No.  I 2.       Opii,  5-  i.  folye  in  aq.  font.  svi. 

No.  13.       Aq.  rofar.  gvii.  fs. 

Tinctur.  thebaic.  3  fs.  M. 

In  a  great  proportion  of  cafes  opium 
diffolved  in  water  anfwers  the  purpofe  ; 
but  in  a  few  inftances  I  have  found  the 
fpirituous  tincture  in  the  proportions  here 
mentioned  prove  more  effectual. 

No.  14.       Balfam.  Canadenf. 

Vel  copaib.  3  iii. 

Vitell.  ovi,  I  fs.  M.  et  adde 

Aq.  rofar.  $\h 

When  the  balfam  and  yolk  of  the  egg 
are  previoufly  well  rubbed  together,  the 
water  may  be  mixed  with  them  fo  com- 
pletely that  no  great  degree  of  feparation 
will  afterwards  take  place  5  but  to  prevent 
any  inconvenience  which  might  enfue 
from  the  balfam  getting  to  the  top  of  the 
mixture,  it  mould  always  be  well  fhaked 
immediately  before  the  fyringe  is  filled 
with  it. 

Vol.  I.  G  g  No.  15. 
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No.  15.       Ceruff.  3  ii. 

Mucilag.  Arab.  %\u  M.  et  adcie 
Aq.  fontan;  diftill.  svi. 

No;  i6<  R<  CerulT.  acetat.  vulgo,  Sacch.- 
faturni.  9  i. 
Solve  in  aq.  diftill.  gviii. 

No.  17.  ft.  Aq.  diftill.  5  viii. 

Aeet.  lythargyr.  gutt.  xxiv.  M. 

When  faccharum  faturni,  or  cerufla  ace- 
tata,  as  it  is  now  termed,  can  be  obtained 
pure,  it  is  perhaps  preferable  for  every 
purpofe  to  vinegar  of  lytharge;  as  being 
of  ±  more  determined  ftrength  5  but  it  is 
frequently  fo  much  adulterated  that  it 
will  not  diflblve  but  in  very  fmall  quan- 
tities, even  in  diftilled  water.  Some  of  it 
indeed  is  fo  very  infoluble,  that  an  ounce 
of  water  will  not  diflblve  above  a  grain. 
By  the  addition  of  vinegar,  this  may,  it 
is  true,  be  partly  remedied ;  but  vinegar, 
for  many  purpofes,  is  not  admiflible  in 
fuch  quantities  as  are  required  for  ren- 
dering 
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dering  this  article  fdluble.  Two,  three, 
or  more  drops  of  the  vinegar  of  lytharge 
may  be  ufed  in  every  dunce  of  injection. 
Two  drops  often  prove  fufficient,  but  many 
can  bear  eight  or  ten. 

The  following  method  of  preparing  vi- 
negar of  lytharge  is  the  beft  that  I  have 
met  with.  It  is  not  very  different  from 
the  extract  of  lead  of  gOulard,  but  the 
ftrength  of  it  is  more  certain, 

Lythargyri,  'b  iii. 
Acet.  diftillat*  ft  ±i  Coq.  lerii  igne 
ad  tt>vi. 

Bendes  boiling  oh  a  flow  fire,  during  which 
time  it  mould  be  well  ftirred  with  a  wood- 
en fpatiila,  the  whole  mould  be  allowed 
to  cool,  and  the  faeces  to  fubflde  before 
{training. 

Lead  diflblved  in  this  manner  is  eafily 
mixed  with  water,  and  it  proves  to  be  a 
Very  convenient,  as  well  as  a  very  effec- 
tual method  of  ufmg  it. 

G  g^2  No.  18, 
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No.  1 8.      Zinci  vitriolat.  vulgo.  vitriol, 
alb.  3 ft.  - 
Solve  in  aq.  font,  diftillat..  5  xvi. 

No.  19.      Zinci.  vitriolat.  B  i. 

Solve  in  aq.  diftillat.  3x.  et  adde 
Acet.  lythargyr.  gutt.  xx.  ut 
fiat  inje&io. 

In  Tome  cafes,  where  thefe  articles  have 
excited  pain  when  ufed  in  this  manner, 
they  have  been  rendered  perfectly  mild 
by  the  addition  of  mucilage  of  gum  Ara- 
bic, and  in  others  by  camphor.  Camphor 
does  not  diflblve  completely  in  any  watery 
fluid,  but  being  previouily  well  rubbed 
with  a  few  drops  of  fpirit  of  wine,  as 
much  of  it  may  be  mixed  with  the  water 
as  to  render  the  other  articles  much  lefs 
pungent  than  they  otherwife  would  be. 
The  camphor,  however,  feparates  in  fuch 
quantities  as  renders  it  proper  to  filter  the 
folution  before  being  ufed. 

Although  a  precipitation  necefiarily 
takes  place  from  a  mixture  of  vitriol  and 
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iaccharum  faturni,  the  following  combi- 
nation of  thefe  two  articles  with  opium 
gives  a  very  ufeful  form  of  injection. 

No.  20.      Zinci  vitriolat. 

CermT.  acetat.  a  a  s  fs.  • 
Camphor,  3  i. 
Opii,  9  ii. 

Solv.  in  aq.  fontan.  bull.  |xvi. 
Cola. 


No.  21.  r.  Fol.  rofar.  rub.  3fs. 

Alumen.  pur.  3ii.  Infund.  in 
aq.  bull,  gxvi,  Cola,  ut  fiat 
injectio. 

No.  22.      Balfam.  copaib. 

Vitell.  ovi,  a  a  3"fs.  M.  et  adde 
Infuf.  rofar.  rubr.  I  xvi. 

No.  23.  R.  Cap.  papaver.  alb.  3  iv. 

Rad.  altheae  incif.  3  i. 
Infund,  per  noclem  in  aq.  bull. 

ib  ii. 
Cola. 

Gg  3  No*  24. 
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No.  24.      Hydrargyr.muriat.  vulgOjmci 
cur.  fublirnat.  corrofiv.  gr.  i. 
Solve  in  aq.  fontan.  5X. 

No.  25.      Mercur.  fublim.  corrof.  gr.  i. 
Acet.  lythavgyr.  gutt.  xvi. 
Aq.  fontan.  Iviii.  M.  S.  A. 

No.  26,  ft.  Mercur.  fublirnat.  corrof.  gr.i. 
Mucilag.  Arab.  5ii. 
Aq.  fontan.  I  vi.  M. 

Corrofive  fublimate  mercury  diflblyed 
in  \vater  proves  to  be  the  moll  certain, 
and  perhaps  in  every  refpeft  the  beft  form 
of  a  {Simulating  injection.   Some  have  ad- 
vifed  a  much  ftronger  folution  than  any 
of  thefe,  even  to  the  extent  of  a  grain  of 
mercury  to  three  or  four  ounces  of  water. 
I  fufpect,  however,  that  thofe  who  recom- 
mend it  of  this  ftrength  have  never  made 
ufe  of  it,  at  leaft  Hiave  never  met  with  a 
patient  who  could  bear  it.  When  the  mer- 
cury is  combined  with  water  alone,  as  in 
No.  24.  one  grain  to  ten  ounces  proves 

fufficiently 
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flifficiently  ftrong ;  but  when  mixed  with 
faccharum  faturni,  with  acetum  lythar- 
gyri,  or  with  mucilage,  as  in  Nos.  25.  and 
26.  a  grain  may  be  added  to  fix  or  eight 
ounces  of  water.  When  mixed  with  either 
of  the  two  fir  ft  of  thefe  articles,  fome 
part  of  the  mercury  precipitates,  and  is 
therefore  loft,  and  in  the  other  the  muci- 
lage tends  evidently  to  render  it  lefs  acr 
tive. 

No.  27.  S7  Sal  ammon.  crud.  gr.  x.. 

Solve  in  aq.  font.  3x. 

No.  28.      Aq.  fontan.  gx. 

Spirit.  falf  aromat.  gutt.  lx.  M. 

No.  29.      Aq.  fontan.  fx. 

Spirit,  corn,  cervi  gutt.  lx.  M. 

No.  30.  S>.  Formul.  inject.  No.  23.  3viii. 

Lixiv.  cauftic.  gutt.  xx.  M. 

I  have  frequently  found  both  the  vola- 
tile and  cauftic  alkali  prove  ufeful  where 

G  g  4  other 
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other  injections  had  failed,  but  the  ftrength 
for  individuals  can  fcarcely  be  pointed 
out.  While  one  is  able  to  bear  ten  drops 
to  every  ounce  of  water,  others  cannot 
bear  above  three  or  four  :  The  ftrength 
that  I  have  advifed  in  the  three  preced-r 
ing  formulae  proves  to  be  the  beft  for  ge- 
neral ufej  but  patients  are  more  e>  rily 
affected  with  variety  in  the  ftreng  h  of 
thefe  injections,  than  of  almoft  any  o:  her. 
The  cauftic  alkali  may  be  ufed  in  water 
alone ;  but  it  may  he  ventured  upon  in 
larger  quantities,  and  with  more  fafety, 
when  combined  with  a  mucilaginous  in- 
fullon. 

No.  31.      Mrug.  ppu.  gr.  viii. 

Ol.  oliv.  opt.  §  iv.  M, 

No.  32.  &.  iErug.  pptf.  3  i. 

Spirit,  corn.  cerv.  I  iv. 
Digere,  et  cola. 
S%  Solut.  fupr.  parat.  gutt.  xl. 
Aq.  diftillat.  3  x.  M. 
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Verdigrife  mixed  with  oil  may  be  ufed 
with  perfect  fafety,  of  the  ftrength  men- 
tioned in  No*  31.  but  as  injections  prepa- 
red with  oil  prove  dirty  and  difagreeable 
in  the  application,  I  commonly  prefer  the 
form  of  the  remedy,  No.  32. 

A  much  larger  proportion  of  verdigrife 
is  often  advifed,  but  when  more  is  em- 
ployed, it  precipitates  immediately  on  be- 
ing added  to  the  water.  Even  of  this 
ftrength  the  precipitation  cannot  be  pre- 
vented entirely  but  "by  adding  about  a 
half  more  of  the  volatile  alkali  to  the  fil- 
tered folution  of  the  verdigrife.  After  fil- 
trating through  paper,  if  two  ounces  of 
volatile  alkali  are  added,  no  precipitation 
will  take  place  if  diftilled  water  is  em- 
ployed ;  but  in  this  cafe,  a  greater  quan- 
tity of  the  folution  may  be  added  to  the 
fame  quantity  of  water.  Inftead  of  forty 
drops,  forty-eight  or  fifty  may  be  added 
to  ten  ounces  of  water. 

No'.  33.       Aq.  fontan.  3  x. 

Tinctur.  cantharid.  gutt.  xx. 
ad  xxx.  M. 
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The  three  following  are  prescription^ 
for  bougies. 

No.  34.  g,.  Emplaft.  diachyl.  fimpl.  3iv. 
Cer.  puriff.  5  ifs. 
01.  oliv.  opt.  3  iii. 

No«  35.      Emplaft.  commun, 
Sevi  ceti,  a  a  I  iy. 
01.  oliv.  opt.  I  fs. 
Minii,  %  fs.  M. 

No.  36.      Emplaft.  commun.  3  vi. 
Cerae  flavae  puriff. 
Sevi  ceti,  a  a  5  ij. 
01.  oliv.  opt.  Hr 
Antimon.  crud,  pptt.  ffs,  Mt 
S,,  A,  •  jit'  H'^.V: 

Any  of  thefe  prefcriptions  afford  a  good 
composition  for  bougies.  They  require 
to  be  Slowly  melted,  and  the  different  ar- 
ticles to  be  well  mixed  together.  No.  34. 
js  the  fimpleft,  and  perhaps  the  beft;  the 
red  lead  in  No,  35.  and  antimony  in 

No.  3$. 
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No.  36.  being  added  chiefly  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  affording  a  variety  of  colour. 
No.  37.  is  a  compofition  for  bougies  re- 
commended fcy  Mr  John  Hunter*,  and 
No.  38.  by  Mr  Sharp  f. 

No.  37.  Take  of  oil  of  olives  three  pints, 

Bees  wax  one  pound, 
Red  lead  a  pound  and  a 
half.  Let  them  be  boil- 
ed together  on  a  flow 
fire  for  fix  hours. 

|tfo.  38.      Diachyl.  cum  pice  burgund.  3*ii. 

Argent,  viv.  3  i. 

Antimon.  crud.  pptf.  Sfs. 
The  quickfilver  to  be  previoufly  diflblved 
in  balfam  of  fulphur,  or  in  honey,  and 
added  to  the  plafter  when  melted  in  a  mo- 
derate heat. 

Any  of  thefe  compositions,  when  boiled 
to  a  proper  conliftence,  will  anfwer  for 

the, 

*  See  Treatife  on  the  Venereal  Difeafe,  p.  137. 
f*See  Critical  Inquiry  by  Samuel  Sharp,  F.  R.  S.  &c. 
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the  formation  of  bougies,  which  is  done 
in  the  following  manner:  While  the  li- 
quid ftill  continues  warm,  let  a  piece  of 
fine  old  linen  be  dipped  in  it,  taking  care 
with  a  fpatula  to  cover  the  whole  of  it. 
If  the  melted  liquor  be  of  a  proper  heat, 
no  more  of  the  plafter  will  adhere  to  the 
linen  than  is  neceffary ;  but  as  air  bubbles 
are  apt  to  rife  and  produce  inequalities  on 
the  furface  of  the  cloth,  the  fpatula  made 
ufe  of  mould  be  fomewhat  warmer  than 
the  plafter,  and  by  means  of  it  the  whole 
ihould  be  made  frnooth.  The  plafter 
might  indeed  be  fpread  entirely  with  the 
fpatula;  but  this  is  not  only  attended  with 
more  trouble,  but  it  does  not  cover  the 
cloth  with  fufficient  equality. 

The  cloth  being  fufhciently  cold,  may 
be  immediately  formed  into  bougies,  but 
the  whole  fhould,  in  the  firft  place,  be  cut 
into  the  number  that  is  meant  to  be  made. 
The  molt  exacY  method  of  doing  this  is 
by  means  of  a  Iharp  pointed  knife  direct- 
ed by  a  rule.  The  pieces  ftiould  be  eleven 
inches  in  length  for  bougies  of  a  full  lize; 

but 
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but  they  mould  likewife  be  kept  of  all  the 
variety  of  lengths  for  ftri&ures  of  diffe- 
rent heights  in  the  urethra. 

A  variety  of  directions  have  been  gi- 
ven for  the  form  of  bougies.  Some  ad- 
vife  them  to  be  made  nearly  of  an  equal 
thicknefs  to  within  an  inch  of  their  fmall- 
eft  end,  and  to  taper  from  that  to  the 
point,  while  a  great  proportion  are  made 
to  taper  to  within  an  inch  or  two  of 
the  point,  and  the  reft  of  them  are.  cy- 
lindrical. I  once  thought  that  this  lafi 
was  the  ben; ;  but  after  a  long  courfe  of 
experience  in  this  branch  of  bufinefs,  I 
am  now  convinced,  that  bougies,  which 
taper  equally  from  one  end  to  the  other, 
are  the  beft,  and  that  this  form  anfwers 
equally  well  for  every  variety  of  fize. 
They  are  introduced  more  ealily,  and 
with  lefs  pain  than  the  others  :  the  linen 
mould  therefore  be  cut  in  fuch  a  man- 
ner as  to  give  them  this  form.  When 
rightly  fpread,  and  the  linen  fufficiently 
fine,  a  well  fhaped  bougie  will  be  formed 
of  a  flip  ot  about  five  eighths  of  an  inch 

broad 
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broad  at  its  largeft  end,  and  fomewnaf 
more  than  three  eighths  at  the  fmalleft 
end.  This  forms  a  bougie  of  a  middle 
fize  ;  for  particular  purpofes  they  muft  be 
much  larger,  and  for  others  not  fo  large 
by  a  great  deal. 

Thefe  flips  of  linen  are  how  to  be  rolled 
up  as  neatly  as  pbflibl£  with  the  fingers  j 
and  in  order  to  give  them  a  fmooth  polifh- 
ed  furface,  they  fliould  be  fmartly  rolled 
between  a  piece  of  fmooth  hard  timber, 
and  a  plate  of  fine  polifhed  marble  :  This 
being  continued  till  the  whole  become 
fmooth  and  firm,  and  their  points  being 
properly  rounded  in  order  to  facilitate 
their  introduction,  they  are  in  this  ftate 
to  be  kept  for  ufe; 

Thefe  directions  will  convey  an  idea  of 
the  method  of  preparing  bougies,  but  no 
furgeon  can  ever  become  fo  expert  inform- 
ing them  as  thofe  artifts  who  are  daily 
accuftomed  to  prepare  them  in  large  quan- 
tities. I  muft  here  again  obferve,  how- 
ever, in  addition  to  what  I  had  occafion 
to  remark,  in  a. former  part  of  this  work, 
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that  bougies,  properly  prepared  with  re- 
fina  elaftica,  are  preferable,  in  many  cir- 
cumftarices,  to  thofe  that  are  made  with 
plafter.  They  not  only  prove  much  more 
durable,  but  more  force  can  be  employed 
with  them,  and  as  they  are  not  apt  to 
break  or  crack  by  remaining  in  the  ure- 
thra, they  are  ufed  with  lefs  pain  and  in- 
convenience than  any  other  bougie  that 
has  yet  been  invented. 

Cat-gut  has  frequently  been  ufed  as  a 
bougie  ;  but  after  various  trials  being 
made  with  it,  I  do  not  find  that  if  anfwers 
the  purpofe  !  It  cannot  be  made  fufficient- 
ly  fmooth,  and  it  fometimes  fwells  fa 
much  as  to  excite  a  good  deal  of  irrita- 
tion; and  lead,  which  was  one  of  the  firft- 
articles  ufed  for  bougies,  is  fo  firm  that  in 
always  creates  much  pain,  while  at  the 
fame  time  it  is  fo  apt  to  break,  that  diffe- 
rent inftances  having  occurred  of  it  in 
the  urethra,  it  has  now  been  long  laid 
afide. 

The  fix  following  prefcriptions  are 
meant  for  the  removal  of  warts  and  other 

excrefcencttf, 
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excrefcences,  and  they  anfwer  equally  well 
whether  the  excrefcences  proceed  from 
Gonorrhoea  or  Lues  Venerea.  It  would  ap- 
pear, however,  that  there  is  a  material  dif- 
ference between  the  warts  which  occur  as 
a  confequence  of  thefe  difeafes,  and  fuch 
as  we  ufually  meet  with  from  other  caufes  j 
for  while  the  former  are  for  the  moft  part 
ealily  removed  by  any  of  thefe  applica- 
tions, even  with  pulvis  fabinse  alone,  the 
latter  are  feldom  acted  upon  by  any  of 
them,  if  it  be  not  by  the  flrong  folu- 
tion  of  corrofive  fublimate  in  No.  40.  and 
of  mercury  and  fpirit  of  nitre,  No.  41. 
both  of  which  are  poflefTed  of  a  ftrong  de- 
gree of  caufticity. 

No.  39.      Sal  amnion,  crud.  3  i. 

Solve  in  acet.  diflillat.  Sii. 
Aq.  fontan.  I  iv. 

No.  40.  R.  Hydrargyr.   muriat.  vulgo, 
mere,  fublim.  corrof. 
Sal  ammon.  crud.  a  a.  5  fs. 
Solve  in  aq.  fontan.  3  iv. 

No.  41. 
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No.  41.  ft.  Argent,  viv.  51. 

Solve  in  fpirit.  nitr.  fort.  gii. 

No.  42.  ft.  Pulv.  fol.  fabin. 

Calomel,  a  a.  ^.i.  M. 

No.  43.  ft.  Pulv.  fol.  fabin. 

Mercur.  fublim.corrof.  a  a.  s£& 
Mercur.  precip.  rub.  3  i.  M. 

No.  44.  ft.  Alumen.  uft. 

Mercur.  precip.  rub*  a  a.  3*i.  M. 

The  following  form  of  decoction  of  far- 
faparilla  and  mezereon  is  of  a  ftrength 
Which  moft  people  can  bear  :  when  a 
greater  proportion  of  mezereon  is  added, 
it  excites  ficknefs,  and  a  very  difagreeable 
fenfation  in  the  throat.  I  mention  this 
decoction  here,  as  in  different  inftances  I 
have  had  occanon  to  (peak  of  it  -?  and  I 
{hall  alfo  have  caufe  to  refer  to  it  when 
treating  of  Lues  Venerea. 
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No.  45.  %.  Rad.  farfae, 

Cortic.  radic.  mezer.  3  ifs. 
Coq.  in  aq.  font,  tb  iii.  ad  lb  iu 
Colaturae,  adde 
Syrup,  altheae,  g  i. 

The  following  is  the  Decoctum  Lufita- 
nicum,  or  Lifbon  diet-drink. 

No,  46.  fy.  Rad.  farfaparil. 
Santall  alb. 

rubr.  a  a.  Hji. 
Rad.  glycyrrhiz. 

Mezerei,  a  a,  Sfs. 
Ligni  rhodii, 
Guajaci, 
SafTafras,  a  a,  l  i. 
Antimon.  cru.d.  g  ii.  Mifce,  et 
infunde  in  aquae  fontanae  bul- 
lientis.  ibx.  per  horas  xxiv. 
dein,coquead  ft>v.  Colaturae, 
capiat  a  lb  ifs.  ad  tt>  iv,  quo- 
tidie. 
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Vel      Rad.  farfaparillae, 

Ligni  fafTafras, 

Santal.  rubri, 

Guajaci,  a  a  I  iii. 
Cortic.  rad.  mezer.  I  i. 

Semin.  corriand.  3vi. 

Coq.  in  aq.  fontan.  lb  xx.  ad  1b  x. 

Sumat  tbfs.  ter  quaterve  indies. 

Unguentum  e  calce  zinci. 

No.  47.      Olei  olivarum  opt.  I  iii. 
Cerae  albae, 
Sevi  ceti,  a  a.  3  iii. 
Leni  calore  liquiefc.  dein  adde 
norum  zinci  I  fs. 

Unguentum  e  lapide  calaminare. 

No.  48.      Olei  oliv.  opt.  3  iii. 

Cerae  albae,  I  ifs. 
Sevi  ceti,  I  fs. 

Lapid.  calamin.  pptt.  3  v.  M. 
S.  A. 
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